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RICHARD HENRY DANA. 



CHAPTER I. 

SCHOOL-DAYS AND VOYAQB TO OALIFOBNIA. 

Richard Henbt Dana, the younger of the name, was 
bom in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the first day of Au- 
gust, 1816. He came from an old Massachusetts stock, 
long resident in the town of his birth, the early records of 
which contain mention of a Richard Dana in 1640, though 
how long he had then been in the country, or whence or 
why he came, does not appear. It has always been the 
family tradition that this first Richard was of French de- 
scent, and it is still tliought probable tliat his ancestors were 
French Vaudois dwelling in the valleys of Piedmont, where 
Dallas are still found whose families am bo traced back for 
centuries, and whence other Danas may well have been driven 
by those religious persecutions of which that region was the 
frequent scene. Whether of Italian or English, and re- 
motely, perhaps, as the name might seem to imply, of Scan- 
dinavian origin, the first Richard had a grandson of the 
same name who was in his time (1700-1772) a prominent 
lawyer, and in his latter years an active patriot, though 
he died before the revolutionary troubles culminated. He 
married (1737) a sister of Edmund Trowbridge, the emi- 
nent colonial judge, and by her, in 1743, had a son, Fran- 
cis, who was a delegate in 1777-*9 and *84 from Massachu- 
setts to the Continental Congress, and was appointed by it 
in 1780 the first American Minister to the Court of Russia. 



Afterwards he held a euccessian of honorable oHices, and 
in 1785 woa apiwiiitwl u juaute of iho Siipromo Court of 
Massachusetts, lie was innde chief justii^e in 17i)l, and 
held that position until he relireil in 180G, being eaccoedeil 
by Tlieophilua Paraona. Francis Dona mari'ie<l (177.1) 
Elizabeth EUery, a dangbter of William Ellery of Newport, 
Itbode Island, one of the signers of the Declaration of In- 
(lujieiidenee, by whom be luul seven childi-en, one of whom, 
Martha Remington (1784) manied (1830) Washington 
Allston. The child next in age to Martha, Richard Henry, 
Ihe father of the subject of thU memoir, was horn in 1787, 
and, living well into bis ninety-second year, is still remem- 
bered OS a [H)et a:id essayist, lie married Ruth Charlotte, 
a daughter of John Wilson Smilli of Taunton, who, dying 
in 18"2, left four children, the eldest boy, called after his 
father, being then not yet seven years of ago. 

The year following his mother's death tiie child Richard 
passed out of the cai'o of his annts and began his school-life, 
ef whieh his subEec)uont recollections were far from pleas- 
ant. Hia first master was Samuel Barrett, "a thin, dark- 
complexioned, dark-haired, and dark-eyed man, with a very 
angtere look." The school, situated in Cambridgejiort, was 
kept in " a long, low, dark room, with wooden benches well 
cut lip, walU nearly bbicic, nnd n close, hot atmosphere." 
Tlie discipline of tlie olden time prevailed. Each miiide- 
me.anor was noted down at the instant, ami flogging was tha 
punishment for every olfence. " Wlien the time came for 
dismissing school, the books were |iut away, the names of 
all the delinquents called over, the chest unlocketl, and the 
long pine ferule prwiiiccd. How often did our hearts sicken 
at the sight of that chest and that ferule I Tlie boys were 
then railed ont, ona »t » time, and the Itlowe frivon upon 
tlie flat of thdr hnndB, from two or fonr np to one or two 
doxen, aeeording to tha nature of the offence and tha nse of 
the boya. A few of the older boya never siied, bat mAj 
changed eoloi rlcdently aa tiu Uowa tell ) but the othar boys 
slwajra sriod and noM InatHy and widt good raaann" 



1822. SCHOOI^DA YS. 8 

It was daring this period of early school-days that Oli- 
ver Wendell Holmes long afterwards, on seconding the 
resolutions offered in the Massachusetts Historical Society 
when Dana's death was announced, recalled him '<as a 
little, rosy-faced, sturdy hoy, piloting an atom of a lesser 
brother, Exlmund, to and from the school-house." Dr. 
Holmes then also referred to one other incident i^ coming 
back to him with painful distinctness, — a case of punish- 
ment for some slight offence *' accidentally aggravated so as 
to be a temporary injury and give the impressioh of cruel 
maltreatment, such as was remote from the master's inten- 
tion." Even after he grew to man*s estate, Dana was un- 
able to take so charitable a view of this incident, whicii now 
has a certiin value as illustrating the pre-kindergarten 
mctliods of New England. One of the modes of punish- 
ment in vogue at the Canibridgeport school was dragging 
the boys about by their ears, '* across the school-room and 
over the benches." One day as Richard Dana, a little 
urchin not yet eight, was standing up in the class reciting, 
another boy made him laugh. He was duly rebuked, but 
could not control himself, and his ear was pulled pretty 
severely. This sobered him for a moment, but presently he 
was made to laugh again, and the provoked master took 
him by the ear and dragged him across the room to his 
seat His boy tormentor still would not leave him alone, 
and partly out of bravado and partly because he could not 
help it, the child before long was once more laughing. The 
now thoroughly enraged instructor seized him by one ear 
and dragged him over the bench on which he was sitting 
and back again. Some hours later, when school was dis- 
missed, the other scholars saw that little Richard's ear was 
bloody and the skin connecting it with the head torn. He 
was taken home by a procession of boys, and the attention 
of a committee of the school proprietors was called to the 
case by his father. The result was that punishment by ear 
pulling was discontinued at the school, though the ferule 
survived in full sway. 
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Aboat two yean lateri as the cnild was subject ereiy 
summer to attacks of illness, his fatlier concluded to try the 
effect of a country boarding-school, and accordingly young 
Richard was in May, 1824, being not yet nine, taken to 
Mr. Wright's at Westford, about twenty-five miles from 
Cambridge. Here he remained for some sixteen mcmths, 
not unhappy, after a long attack of homesickness had worn 
itself out ; and, though he learned little, he did ^ good deal 
of day-dreaming for one so young, his childish imagination 
being greatly impressed by the outburst of popular enthusi- 
asm which marked the fifty-year commemoration of Lex- 
ington and Concord, followed by Lafayette's long triumphal 
progress through the country, and Uie great oratorical ef- 
forts of Everett at Cambridge and of Webster at Bunker 
Hill. 

In August, 1825, young Dana was brought homo and 
sent once more to the grammar school at Cambridgeport 
At tlio tinio of deciding on tliis change in his child's school- 
life, the elder Richard Henry wrote a letter to a friend 
which has been preserved, and which contains this curious 
passage, strongly characteristic of the father, and not with- 
out interest as throwing a gleam of light on the early im- 
pression made on those around him by the son : — 

. • • ** I have concluded to take him back to Cambridge. 
The children are mightily pleased at it. Richard, I tliink, 
will be of great benefit to Master Ned. If I understand 
Richard, he is a boy of excellent principles even now. I 'm 
afraid he is too sensitive for his own happiness ; yet he is 
generally cheerful and ready for play, and b a boy of true 
spirit After all, I never think of him without some touch 
of melancholy, and with an impression that if he lives he 
will not bo happy ; and so constant is this feeling in nio 
whenever he conies before my mind, tliat should he die 
early, tho' it would be a sad thing to part with him, my first 
and last thought of him would be, he has escaped the evil to 
come. I know this is a weakness in me. But when have 
I been other than a creature of weakness and folly ? " 
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Yonng Biduurd did not remain long at the grammar 
sehool in '* the Port ; " for, soon afterwards, a private school 
was opened in Cambridge under charge of no less a person 
than Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Dana was one of about 
twenty boys who for a brief time imbibed the elements of a 
classical education under tlie supervision of tlie future phi- 
losopher of transcendenlalisui, in 1821 a Harvard graduate 
of two years' standing. In Holmes*s memoir of Emerson, 
two of the youths taught by him, Josiah G. Abbott and Jolm 
Holmes, give in their own words tiie impression whicli tlie 
great transcendentalist left upon them as a schoolmaster. 
Dana also at a later time wrote down his impression. Re- 
ferring to this portion of his school-days in 1842, before 
Emerson had yet attained his recognized eminence, he al- 
luded to him as " suice known as a writer and lecturer upon 
what is called tlie transcendental philosophy. ... A very 
pleasant instructor we had in Mr. E., although he had not 
system or discipline enough to insure regular and vigorous 
study. I have always considered it fortunate for us that we 
fell into the hands of more systematic and strict teachers, 
though not so popular with us, nor |>crlin|)s so elevated in 
their habits of thought as Mr. E.*' 

But it was under one of these '' more systematic and 
strict teachers'* that Dana again became a victim to the 
brutal and barbarizing system of corporal punishment Uien 
■o much in vogue. Years afterward, but still laboring under 
the deepest indignation at the degrading treatment to which 
as a lad he had been subjected, he gave a detailed account 
of the incident. It certainly was very bad, and now has a 
certain historic value as a well authcnticatc<l instance of the 
*' Dotheboys Hall " methods in vogue in Massachusetts at 
about the time Dickens was writing " Nicholas Nicklcby " 
in England. Dana wrote as follows : — 

Mr. W. kept but a fortnight. He wiis very un- 
fortunate in all his plans and notions. lie also 
inflicted some violent corporal punishments. One 
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inflicted npon myself was the cause of his being 
turned out of office. 

He [the school master] had placed me in the mid- 
dle of the floor for some offence or other, and my 
stution being near the stove, and the room very hot, 
I btfcame faint and asked to be allowed to go oat and 
gave my rcuaoii, but to no purpose. In a few min- 
utes we had our usual recess of a quarter of an hour, 
and I went out. Here I came very near fainting 
again, looked very pale, and asked leave to go home. 
This was refused. As I was really sick, at the sug- 
gt'Htion of the boys, I went home, which was but 
a few minutes' walk, to get a written excuse. My 
fatlior saw that I was ill and kept me at home, and 
sent mo the next morning with a writlon excuse for 
my non-appearance, alleging faintness and sickness. 
Mr. W. was mortified and angry at this and said that 
tlio excuse only covered my not returning, while the 
cU'wl offence was my going home without leave, 
which he could not excuse, and calling me out, took 
liis ferule and ordered me to put out my left hand. 
( I le also intimated that my sickness was all a sham.) 
Upon this hand he inflicted six blows with all his 
strength, and then six upon the right hand. I was 
in such a frenzy of indignation at his injustice and 
liiH insulting insinuation, that I could not have ut- 
t(!red a word for my life. I was too small and slen- 
der to resist, and could show my spirit only by forti- 
tude. He called for my right hand again, and gave 
six more blows in the same manner, and then six 
more upon the left. My hands were swollen and in 
acute pain, but I did not flinch nor show a sign of 
suffering. He was determined to conquer and gave 
six more blows upon each hand, with full force. 
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Still there was no sign from me of pain or submis- 
sion. I could have gone to the stake for what I con- 
sidered my honor. The school was in an uproar of 
hissing and scraping and groaning, and the master 
turned his attention to the other boys and let me 
alone. He said not another word to me through the 
day. If he had I could not have answered, for my 
whole soul was in my throat and not a word could 
get out. ... I went in the afternoon to the trustees 
of the school, stated my case, produced my evidence, 
and had an examination made. The next morning 
but four boys went to school, and the day following 
the career of Mr. W. ended. 

Remaining here about four years in all, in the winter of 
of 1829-^ young Richard, being then in his fifteenth year, 
wns sent as a day scholar to a well-known boarding and 
day school, also within the limits of Cambridge, to be there 
prepared for college. He afterwards wrote down a detailed 

description of 's, rightly supposing that it was one of 

the last specimens of the old English style of school-keeping 
in this country, and as such would in time become matter 
of curious inquiry. As the school in question was for many 
years in great vogue among the more wealthy families oi 
Boston and vicinity, Mr. Dana*s descri])tion of it will be 
recognized readily enough not only by some of his contem- 
poraries, but by many of the succeeding generation. 

This school consisted of about thirty boys, of 
whom all but about half a dozen were boarders, and 
either sons of men of property in Boston, or of South- 
em gentlemen and sent to liis care. Tlie accommo- 
dations of the boys were as followa: four large rooms 
in the attic, in which they slept, six or seven in a 
room, and to which they were not permitted to go 
except for sleeping, or for some special purpose, upon 
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lejive. Tliere were no flfM In tbcM rooms, sod I 
believe Itut one liglit in fche entry for ill Uie roomB. 
I iLin not certain of tlio ktt«r bet, but, at all «Tenti, 
tliti boys were tievtir allowed k light except for ft few 
minutes, to go to lied witb. Tbera ww a wwh-room, 
also without a fire, with half a doun tin basiiu and 
towela, for tiie boya' wasbing. There was a dining- 
room, reeerved for meals, and never entered for any 
other parpoM. The Bobod-room waa the only raora 
in wbiob the boys oonld be, except when in bed, by 
day or ni^t, and in wbi<di tbey must do alt (lieir 
reading, wridng^ thinking, oonversing, and in which 
tbeir oharRoten and habits were formed. Thb nMim 
wiiB oblong, rather small for tlie number of boys it 
was to Rooommodate, wtlli a store in tbe middle, and 
but one%titin tin evening for all tiie boys, and that 
H liunp fiufeened to the wall higher tlian the boys* 
heads, and of such a kind and so placed tiiat bnt two 
or three boys could read by it at tiie same Ume. In- 
deed, what with tbe noisa of so many boys in one 
room, the necesnty of going away from the stove, and 
tbe poor accommodations under this lamp, very little 
reading was done. Those boys who passed several 
years at this school before entering oolh^i went to 
college the most ignorant young men upon all suh- 
jecte of literature and of that knowledge acquired 
through books and the society of educated persons, 
and not necessarily connected with their Latin, Greek, 
and mathematics, of any who are able to get for 
themselves what is commonly called a liberal educa- 
tion. They seemed to belong to another claaa from 
the yoong gentlemen, well informed and welt man- 
nered, of the sdiool I had left They were inferior 
to them also In the sports and athletic exercises of 
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boys. For in this school there were bounds beyond 
which the scholars were never permitted to go. 
Tliese bounds included the yard about the house and 
a play-ground adjoining ; but none of the favorite 
games of foot-ball, hand-ball, base or cricket, could 
bo played in the grounds with any satisfaction, for 
the ball would be constantly flying over the fence, 
beyond which the boys could not go without asking 
special leave. Tliis was a damper upon the more 
ranging and athletic exercises. Flying kite, too, was 
of course out of the question, as that requires a h)ng 
run to raise the kite and sometimes a chase after it 
if the string should break. Hardly a boy in the 
school knew how to swim, except the day scholars 
and those Boston boys who went to the swimming 
8ch(X)l in vacation. 

The only punishment known in this school was 
flogging. The master always had a rattan either in 
hand or lying on his desk ; and if any diHordor was 
obsniTt^d, or a boy had not his lesson prepared, the 
master sprang up and d<»wn wtMit the rattan upon 
the boy's back. There were about half a dozen boys 
who were flogged regularly every day, and who de- 
tested the sight of school-room, master and books. 
There was never a half-day without a good deal of 
flogging. The l)oys in the upper class, who were to 
enter college within tln^ year, won* rarely if ever 
flogged. I do not remember a boy in my class being 
flogged while I was in the school. But the smaller 
boys suffered from it. Those who were slow to learn, 
and needed encouragement, became disheartened and 
made but little progress ; and the smart boys trans- 
gressed as much as they could and avoid punishment. 
I remember very well two or three boys, in particu- 
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Inr, who beciime almost aluUifiGd over their boi^W 
One of tliem tvHS weeks and weeks npoo ft few peg ij 
of liU I>at!n giaiiimar, wliidi lio liatl blotted witk 
tern's and biiickenod with his fingen, antil tbey mm 
bardly legible. That boy generally cried fnm.f 
quarter to a bajf tiour every half-day OTOt luB ImMO* j 
U July, 1831, Dum aiitond aollag* and mchi todi » klgli 
rank in hia class, showing a mtaral Kptitada for niHthamabi 
ic3. Ilefui-u lliu und uE lii^i Fradmwn yew one of thoai 
colletre dilHciillies, much nioi« ooouaOB Uuui Uwd now, aaf 
absurdly called " robellions," took plkMb It aoMi iimlTfl4 
the wliole clivsB. It was the fMniliu tHaij. Some oftwiBl 
had been committed, and "A ehuifrf ttiideiit" WM wlUd 
upon to divulge tha name u( the enlprit H« rafiued, lod, 
the iiiikttoi' lliuii hiiviiijr q^A into tlie eourta of law, wu Mii^ 
moncd as a witness. A cliM moatmg ma tharenpon bdilt 
nnd resohittons t<> " siiKtiiln our nliw matM " ware pawad. 
The '* rchelliun " nuluriLlly fuUowad, breaking out, of eoonat 
at evening prayeni, wlien a aooibiiMd tmnnlt of \&miag, 
gnMaing and lar^pfaig eampletoly drowned Uia nrioe of tba 
offloatiDg fllwgynHn. "Una bNOf^ Mr. Qain^ down 
firon hia aaat. and two or three tnton from the g^erka. 
Hmj watehed na oloady, but the wmh eontiiuied throng^ 
oat the reading and nntO the pnjer eonmnoteed ; wfaas it 
atoppad. The laine thing wsa repeated on Saturday mon- 
ing. lliwe waa an open rebellion." Soum of the elaaa 
were tvA away, and other* were taken away temporarflj 
by their parenta. For Mdi aa remained, the altematiTa of 
aaapeniion or expolaion waa proaented. Thoo^ ho had 
nothing to do with the original canw of offence, Toang 
Dana iriioltj ajmipBthised with his elan. It had been inti- 
nuited to hii father, that if the ion would keep away for 
a few daya be would be permitted to remun. The two 
lUcharda diaouaaed the matter together, and the oouree be 
WDoU pnrioe waa finally left to the f onnger. He deeided 
that ho waa " in honor bound " to hia nleMmitna { ao ha 
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next morning went in to prayers with such of them as were 
left, and was summoned before the faculty immediately 
afterwards to be suspended. 

The six months of rustication which ensued he passed 
with the BeT. Leonard Woods, Jr., afterwards President of 
Bowdoin CoUegre, then a resident licentiate of Andover The- 
ological Seminary. Of this episode in his college life, and 
of President Woods personally, Mr. Dana always after- 
wards spoke with feeling and pleasure. Tlie college rebel- 
lion and its outcome he accounted a piece of great good 
fortune, for it brought him at a most impressionable age in 
close contact with a superior man. 

Mr. Woods was then only about four and twenty 
years old, yet had completed his course of college and 
professional education, was giving his time to a sys- 
tem of comprehensive scholarship, chiefly theological, 
and bad already become a ripe scholar. Besides his 
Latin and Greek and Hebrew, with which he was 
sufficiently conversant for the purposes of his reading, 
he both read and wrote with ease German, French, 
and, I think, Italian. He wsis an indefntigable and 
enthusiastic student, with a heart full of noble and 
kind sentiments, with a manner which won the con- 
fidence and love of all, with remarkable purity of 
spirit, and with a firm religious faith and a complete 
religious personal experience. He was also more free 
from projuclico, opininnativcnoss and cxcliisivcness 
than most students of theological system. Indeed, 
I never saw that he had any of those faults. More 
than any person whom I ever knew he seemed to 
read, study, think and converse for the purpose of 
developing fairly all his powers and coming to a 
knowledge of truth. He was not only a fair but a 
favorable critic, and his society was very agreeable to 
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the mort nolurnad and Kinplev and mucli wagUt 
after bj tliein, ft thing not omulI witli the leanu-d 
and Bocomplidied. For a stodent of nhstniciions. lie 
was nnoomtnonly familiar with evi-ry vLtriely of imlitc 
Uteratara. Poetry be atodied aa liigh pbilosopliy and 
enjoyed it ae aotwerlng to a aoal tuned for iiuniioii)', 
in lore with beanty, and alive to noble or giaceFul 
uentimrats. KoTela and romnnceH of evory soliool he 
read with interest, and kept himeelf ncqiminted with 
the ourreot literature of the day, also willi much of 
the ligbtw litemture ol otiter UmeB which has eur- 
vived to lu. 

To do all tliie required aystem and great applica- 
tion i and both of these lie certainly had. He never 
lost a tnominit. Ilia books, natum or souii-ty, and 
his faoan aet apart for retirement employed all hia 
time, and wbaterer he did was done with kts migliL 

BetB^if to CuDfaridge when dw ptriod of nniMMtoB was 
over, Dana flaiibad hii Sophomore year and bad jmt entered 
on hii Junhir year wfaoi lie had an attack at moaales, in aome 
way eoatraetad daring the vaeadon, whieh he bad paMad at 
Plymonth t althon^ tbe attaak was not peenliarlj Nwa, it 
left hii eyee eo weak that for a while he ooold not endme 
the ordinary light of day, and, evan whan they grew better, 
any effort at reading eaosed intanie pain. Hue condnnod 
for iovaral months, making itndy impoerible, and fcmnng 
him to laava ooUege. Under woh eircnmetaneee the aver- 
age yoath of eighteen would have yieUed to hia bte. The 
nteaas of the elder Dana wne m email that the vidt to 
Europe ordinarily preecribad in sneh cases was out of the 
question tor hii son, who besidee was somewhat young to 
profit by it Aeeording^y for a time Kchard lived an aim- 
leu life iu Cambridge, nsaless snd dissatisfied, feeling him- 
self a harden apon his friends. But fnHn childhood upward 
he bad tdt a strong bva of adventurey wbieb now under 
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the pressure of enforced idleness broke oat in force and made 
him set his heart on a long voyage in order at once to relieve 
himself from ettnut, to see strange lands and modes of life, 
and if possible to restore his strength of sight A voyage 
in the cabin of some India merchantman would in those 
days of Boston's Calcutta trade have been with most young 
men the natural outcome of such a longing. Many oppor- 
tunities for this offered, but Dana was sensible enough to 
realize that a long cabin voyage with eyes too weak for 
reading would be intolerably tedious ; and so he made up 
his mind to go before the mast, wisely reasoning that hard 
work, plain diet, and open-air life would by effecting a grad- 
ual change in his whole physical system ultimately restore 
his eyesight. Tlie experiment was a somewhat daring one, 
for Dana had not even been brought up as a lad in a sear 
port town, and accordingly knew nothing of the sea, or of 
ships ; indeed the only evidence that he had ever sailed 
a boat at all is derived from James Russell Lowell, who, 
when speaking of the college sloop Harvard and her cord- 
wood voyages to the eastward, in his pa|)er on ''Cam- 
bridge, Thirty Years Ago,*' incidentally remarks : ''In- 
spired by her were those first essays at navigation on the 
Winthro)) duck-pond, of the plucky boy who was afterwards 
to servo two famous ycara before tlio mast" But there is 
a wide difference between the Wintlirop duck-pond and salt 
water, and naturally enough the elder Dana looked at first 
with little favor on his son's adventurous project Never- 
theless, he was wise enough to yield at last a silent though 
reluctant and foreboding consent to what he could hardly 
forbid, and Dana thus described the steps which gradually 
led to his voyage : — 

The first vessel in which I attempted to procure 
a situation was the ship Japan bound to India, 
owned in part by Mr. J. IngersoU Bowditcli, son of 
Dr. Bowditcb, the celebrated mathematician. Mr. 
B. was going out as supercargo, and upon becoming 



acquainted with me positively refused to let me go 
K-furn tli6 must, but o[[ltg(1 mo a passnge willi liim 
to Cidcuttu aiid back, us a coiiiimtiioii, mid R looni in 
his house on shore wliile there, lie also introduced 
me to his fiither, who pmtly joined in his son's dia- 
eunsioDB, though witli less eaniestnees, for the old 
gentlemim Imd been a. short voyage befoi-e the mast 
himself when a boy, and he knew that it had dona 
him good. He told me he liked my resolution, 
which only add<ed fuel to the Tire. I therefore re- 
fused the kind offer of Mr. B., and after some trouble 
and delay procured a berth in the brig Pilgrim, for 
Ciiliforniii. I undertook this voyage bucnuse it was 
diniitult to get liny other that would he long enough, 
at that time, and becuuso California wns rupivsented 
to be a very healthy coast, with a fine climate, and 
plenty of hard work for thu saitora. 

Sailing from Boston in the brig Pilgrim on the 14th of 
August, 1834, Dana got back to Duaton in the ship Alert on 
the 22J of SepUmUor, 1836, lie n-ent away a ti)wn-nur> 
tiired, college stripling of nineteen ; he returned a robust 
man of twenty-one. The heroic treatment to which he hnil 
recourse settled the difliculty with his eyes ; thereafter tliey 
gave him no more trouble. 

But considerable as it was, this advantage was trilling 
compared with the moral change which his great experience 
had wrought in him. Taken abruptly away from books 
and college and home influence, Dana had passed two years 
during the most impressionable period of life on the deck 
and the beach in close, hard contact with nature nnil man ; 
it wu raaclly wliat he neetled, and, m a part of liii eiltica- 
Uon, waa of more valus to him than that of any other equal 
period of hii joath. Dana needed eoanening if he was 
to deal lanBMifully with praetioal Ufew Ai not niiMldom 
U lb* OSM is Amwiaa, hU dMoant vaa a diMulTantag* to 
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him, — it bade fair to handicap him in the race. His 
chances for achieving distinction would have been incom- 
parably better had he been the son of some Congregational 
clergyman settled over a poor country parish ; for in Amer- 
ica it is not well for any young man to g^ow up under the 
consciousness of an ancestry or incumbered by family tradi- 
tions. Dan.i not only did so grow up, but moreover he was 
nat4irally disposed to dwell upon this sort of thing, and to 
magnify its importance. The elder Richard Henry was 
born a dreamer ; sensitive, diffident, distrustful of himself, 
he shrank from contact with the mass of men, and only a 
sense of duty could force him into conflict with any one. 
After the death of his wife, to whom ho was tenderly at- 
tached, he lived with his unmarried sisters and family tradi- 
tions, and looked out upon the world as he might have 
looked from his study windows upon a nuisy, dusty market- 
place in which vulgar people crowded and jostled each other 
in a struggle for prizes, the value of which he felt in his 
daily life, hut could not nerve himself to take his part in 
getting. lie was not, as many are, made bitter or discon- 
tented by a sense of failure, or of youthful promise not ful- 
filled, for his was a roflncd and elevated nature ; but ho 
more and more withdrew within himself and his lilllo family 
circle, accepting the position the world assigned him as a 
man of gentle birth and slender means, with a poetic tem- 
perament which had blossomed and sent forth shoots, but 
had failed to flower or to grow. 

Of more robust intellect, and far more energetic and self- 
reliant nature than his father, the younger Richard Henry 
had many traits of character in common with him. As a 
child he was sensitive, impressionable, and addicted to day- 
dreaminfj; as he pjrewnp he developed a premature and ex- 
agjrpratecl pnnetilioupness on all ])oints of so-called " honor,'* 
together with a somewhat overwhelming sense of responsi- 
bility to family ; later on the hereditary traits, frond in 
themselves and calculated to command respect but still not 
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«onduaiTe to practical success in an American biuinesa life, 
becamo muro and muro pronounuoil. Uut fur liin Iiiird and 
healthy forecastle expeiiunce tliese foibles of nature and iu- 
lierilance wuidd doubtleae have crojijied out earlier and 
borne tlieir j)erniciouB fruit. Thus, with Dana the fore- 
castle experience arrested morbid action, or, in homely lan- 
guage, took the nonsense out of him. He could no longer 
be a dreamer, in danger of becoming a little later on what 
is sometimes called a " prig," and turned out a lough, 
manly, sensible young fellow, afraid of nothing, eager to 
please and succeed, resolute, unselfish and hoDesU 

He had also received what few college-bred young men 
• get, — a course in natural life. That "course," set 
o curriculum, takes time ; hut it is wortli nil the 
Ds. Most college gi'niluates go directly from the 
111 to the pursuit »( siiuiu ndliiig, iirtlic ntudy of 
i potriblf they nujr pan » few monUu w wmi 
• bndgn edlegs or in Uia npitab of £urq>^ 
that thejr nutjr ntuni mon thoRMiglily adnoated, or, po^ 
hapa, only bftT^led gontlanan. CiuiTntfaNuUf , fiiii ia the 
correct thing to do. ThoM who daring tho dajs of thab 
youth nnd T^pv nut^ % j«v or two from plMmro or Ina 
earning n living and give it to n doM eomnrai^OB with na> 
tore in man and in tUnga an faw indeed. The War ol tha 
Bebdlion tlmat npmi the joni^ men of a genanttioB wUdi 
followed, what Dnna in 1836 got for hinuelf. Thef in thab 
time, aa ha in hii, were toroed to waste, aa it is e xpreaaad, 
preciona joan in an axpflrienee full of daogarooa axposare, 
and which led to notbing. Tot to tliem aa to him that 
experience waa of incalcnlable worth. It brongfat ont man- 
hood. Tt allowed how mneh of the hermo ia latenL \fhat- 
ever there was pure ntetnl, tlie drosa won purged from it. 

Aa it was with the mass in the Bebellion, so was it with 
Dana thir^ years before. The stones sink; the eorka 
swim. Close contact with tlie coarse and the material in 
natoro and man is a emeial test; bnt while it dorelops 
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whatever 18 coarse and material in those subjected to it, — 
while the baser natures succumb, he who has iu him the 
qualities of true manhood comes out from the ordeal purged 
and strengthened ; and so the forecastle did Dana notliing 
but good. He came out of it better in every respect than 
he went into it. Whatever measure of success and fame 
he afterwards achieved in life was in all human probability 
due to it. That which would Imve ruined a coarser nature 
simply toned liim up to tlie proper leveL He ceased to 
be too fine for every-day use. Indeed, all through his sub- 
sequent life a sort of conflict may be observed between, the 
saving inspiration of the forecastle and hereditary instincts 
and traditions. In the prime of his manhood Uie first pre- 
dominated and led to an early and brilliant career ; as the 
years went on tlio freshness of the great lesson faded away, 
and influences wliich antedated his birth and surrounded his 
life asserted themselvesy not for his good. 



CHAPTER 11. 

ENTBANCB INTO AOTIVB LIFB. 

Landing in Iiis seaman's clothes on liong Wharf from the 
Alert on the 22J of September, 183G, a ruj^ed, bnmzed 
young fellow of twenty-one, Dana found himself once more, 
as if by magic, returned to civilized life. Accustomed as 
he so long had been to seeing only rough, hardy, sunburnt 
faces, the men he met seemed at fii*8t like convalescents 
from some epidemic fever, while the women were mora 
sliades. In a day or two all this passed away, and the 
next few weeks he spent pleasantly enough visiting his rel- 
atives and in a trip to Burlington, Vermont, where his 
younger brother Edmund was in college. He then returned 
to Boston, to which city his father had moved during his 
absence at sea, and prepared to reenter Harvard ; for ho 
had been given to understand that, upon passing an exami- 
nation, he could become a member in full standing of the 
Senior class, that of 1837, his own class having been gradu- 
ated in 183t5. 

Both morally and mentally Dana was at tliis time in a 
highly receptive condition. It could not well have been 
otherwise, inasmuch as for more than two years during the 
most germinating ])criod of life his mind luul been lying fal- 
low ; and now he had come back in a state of intellectual 
famine to books and study and intercourse witli educated 
men. His faculties for enjoyment had been stored up, and 
life to him was all fresh and strange and young. He took 
a keen delight in everything, — in people, in places and 
in books. Not that he was in the slightest degree tlie tra- 
ditional sailor on shore, for Dana was ingrained a gentle- 
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man ; but, though pleasures low and coarse had no attrac- 
tion for liim, he saw things vividly, and he felt keenly. He 
was by nature reticent and secretive when he felt much, so 
he never wore his heart upon his sleeve ; but at this period 
enjoyment made his aspect bright, buoyant and attractive. 
Indeetl, it was to this buoyancy of temperament and sus- 
ceptibility to impressions that he owed his early success, 
both literary and professionaL lie saw things clearly, they 
impressed themselves vividly upon him, and he wrote or 
spoke of them as he saw and felt. 

By those who remember him at tliis stage of life he is 
described as a broad-shouldered and erect young feUow, 
though somewhat short of stature, wearing a profusion of 
brown, curling hair, which he allowed to grow longer tlian 
is customary with men ; his moutli was firm and strong, and 
a singularly attractive smile when lie was (ileased or inter- 
ested, which he retained to tlie end of his life, revealed a set 
of handsome, regular teeth. Robust, overflowing with phys- 
ical health and animal spirits, the chances were large that 
coming suddenly back from the forecastle to society, the 
long pent-up hunger for intellectual food and capacity for 
enjoyment would evince themselves in some pronounced 
form. They did so ; but in a way which would under the 
circumstances least Imve been expected. His mind turned 
to religious thought. 

The Dana family belonged by descent to the first Ortho- 
dox Congregational parish of Cambridge, — to the church 
over which Thomas Shepard, that '* silver trumpet," of 
whom Cotton Mather wrote, "Iiih life was a trembling walk 
with God," had first ])residc(l ; and when the Unitarian 
schism took place in 1829, the Danas, though relatives of 
Channing, wore among that seceding majority of clinrch 
members who, clinging to the ancient faith of New Eng- 
land, abandoned the meeting-house of their fathers to the 
largiT party in the parish, and wont iiinlor tlio lea<l of tlioir 
pastor to worship temporarily in the court-house. This 
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heBted Gontroren^ left Bi want tm tb« Dmu family m mU 
aj on Uh CUidirtdge |Mriih ; for jaan aflerwudi, raferring 
to th« fMnUf lottm wriUen Una wliila ftt wA»oA tX Woifc- 
ford whiflh ha had than basa faxing om, ho mote m iiA- 
Iowa to hii irife : — 

1849. AxguMt 4. TboM lettezs bring np our 
childliood M pleasantl; and oddly, thejr wv Tory in< 
teresdng. I want yoa to read tliein. They ■boir 
liow we lived, noted, felt, befwe tiie demmi of CaU 
vinism and ReTiralism got hold npon the ftunily. It 
looks at though we n^ht have been brained op a 
cheerful, kindly affeotioned, religiont boosehold, with 
our pleamrae and friends about us. Bat the 0ower 
of our 3'oiitli from twelve to twenty whs under a 
cloud. The cloudy had rolled off, aud we were get- 
ting into light uiul wwrmth aguin after we moved to 
Boston [1835] ; but the effect of thoae yean on as 

nil, and eBpecially on and Father, never oan be 

quite eraeed. 

Snbjeet to InaoaneM like tbeM, it woaU have been 
Htninge indeed if fram time to tfana during hii •ehod-Ufa 
young Biebard, like nKMt boya of ingennow nature, bad not 
passed tbnmgfa parioda of ainritiial awakening, — timaa 
vlien the eonaeienee ttiired. Whan he wrat to aea, ha be- 
came u the aallon be wa> with. As ba wrote ■nfaaeqoantlyi 
" Durii^ thia viqrage I had but one time of seriooa impraa- 
siona, and that waa when lying aick in my berth off Cape 
Ham, amidat the ioe and in momoitary danger of death. I 
knew that the very next wave might aend the veaael againat 
ice which tlie fog kid from na, and whiob miglit destroy na 
in an instant. I lay, too, in my berth in the fareeattle juat 
where the venel would atrike if at nQ. In thia atato I 
pnyed and vowed to God ; bat it was strange, and did not 
go to the root of the eril t and the next day I forgot iL" 



1W6. ENTRANCE INTO ACTIVE LIFE. 21 

Shortly after his return home an incident occurred which 
affected him greatly. One of his friends fell ill, and, while 
in that state of acute religious excitement which not unfre- 
quently occurs in presence of death, often spoke of Richard 
Dana, expressing great fear as to his spiritual welfare ; and 
this was subsequently repeated to him. It was such a tiling 
as might have ha]>|>cno(l in the lifo of any young man, and 
under ordinary circumstances would have made no lasting 
imprcraion ; but coming as it did in Dana's case, at a time 
when the mind and moral nature were in a peculiarly sen- 
sitive state, it was a call. His thoughts turned strongly 
towards religious topics and observances, and the awaken- 
ing was a continued one. Unitarian preaching, as he ex- 
pressed it, **went over his head." Orthodox preaching 
appealed to his intellect, but shocked his instinct ; while it 
Bounded like the knell of judgment, it had none of that 
visible form and outward state which were needed to satisfy 
his eye, his ear and hb imaginative sense. So, presently, 
he joined the Protestant Episcopal Church, and tlirough tlie 
remainder of his life he continued in public and in private 
a devout, conscientious and strictly observant Episco|mlian. 
Confirmed at St Paul's, he later belonged to the Boston 
parish known as the Church of Uie Advent, of which he 
was, as will presently be seen, an original member, and 
alwajTS a burning and a shining light. 

In December, 1836, Dana joined the Senior class at Har- 
vard, remaining with it until graduation, a period of only 
six monUis ; but they were months of such enjoyment as is 
rarely given to an undcr-p-niluatc. Both physically and 
mentally he was matured, lie lived no longer in a crowded 
forecastle, but in a room by himself in the southwest corner 
of Hollis, and the lot of a college student struck him as the 
pleasantest possible. He felt none of that desire to be done 
with school, and the eager longing to begin what is called 
life, which destroys for so many the pleasure of the most 
enjoyable years which life affords. On the contrary, he 
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coald not ondenUnd Uie indifference and fastidious dissat^ 
isfaction of bis acquaintances. Devoted to liis studies, he 
took one of the lk>wdoin prizes for Englisli prose composi- 
tion, and tlie first Boylston prize for elocution ; he was also 
a member of both the Porcellian and the Hasty Pudding 
clubs. His marks made him first scholar, but as at gradn*- 
tion he had been with his class less tlian a year no special 
rank was given him, though at commencement he was as- 
signed the part whicli usually fell to the fifth scholar. Of 
hi8 porformaiice Dr. John Pierce of Hrouklino, then attend- 
ing his fifty-third commencement, wrote in hb journal : — - 
** A dissertation by Richard H. Dana, son of R. H. Dana 
and grandson of the former Judge Francis Dana, was on 
the unique topic, * Heaven lies about us in our Lifancy.' 
He is a handsome youth, and spoke well. But his compo- 
bition was of that Swedenborgiun, Coleridgitin, and dreamy 
cast which it requires a peculiar structure of mind to under- 
slund, much more to relish." ^ The '* tuiique topic " was 
from Wordsworth, and was suggested to Dana by Professor 
Channing, who, when asked for a subject, read this line 
from the volume he chanced to have open in his hand. 

Dana had always assumed he was to be a lawyer, though 
he felt no call to tlie profession ; and, in fact, had imbibed 
from his father an almost morbid dislike of it as lianl, dry 
and uncertain. Still his ancestors had been distinguished 
lawyers, and ho ha4l a diKtasto for every other learned call- 
ing, except divinity, for which, as he afterwards wrote, he 
did not feel himself fit Under these circumstances it was 
mo8t fortunate for him that, instead of entering an office, he 
went immediately after graduation into the Dane Law 
Sohool, over which Judge Story and Professor Groenleaf 
then prosi<lc(l. " Free," as he expressetl it, *' from all the 
details, chicanery and resi>onsibilities of ])ractioc, we wero 
])lac(»d in a library under learned, honorable and gentle- 
manly instructors, and invitecl to pursue the study of ju- 
risprudence, as a system of philosophy. From the very 

1 Fr^CMdin^t o/Ma$$. fiiJt 8oe., Janoary, 1890, p. 210. 
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first recitation it became exceedingly interesting to me, and 
I liave never yet found it dry or irksome/' 

Of the surpassing excellence of the Cambridge Law School 
at this period, and of the high professional spirit there fos- 
tered, Dana always spoke with warm admiration. Of some 
of the young men then associated with him he a year or two 
later wrote as follows : — 

The most successful speech made at the school dur- 
ing the whole time I was there, was made before a 
jury of nnder-graduates. Judge Story on the bench, 
by Wm. M. Evarts. A law argument which he in- 
troduced into it, addressed to the Court, was the most 
complete, systematic, precise and eleguntly spoken 
law argument I have ever yet heard, including 
many arguments of our most distinguished counsel 
before our highest courts. Evarts* jury argument 
was very well done, but Wm. Davis of Plymouth, 
who was his opponent, did quite as well to the j"iy. 
Evarts' was the best law and Davis' the host jury 
argument I li'iurd in the wliool. Whc»n charging !li« 
jury, Judge! Story said he must rule the law in cer- 
tain points a«^aiiist the d<*fendanl.'s counsel (Evarts) 
though they had been argued to him " in a manner to 
which I cheerfully do homage." Judge Story always 
complimented liberally, but never went so far as in 
this instance. Indeed, Evarts has been a peculiar 
young man at school, college, and in his professional 
studies. If he does not become distingnislied, he will 
disappoint more persons than «ny other young man 
whom I have ever met with. 

While at the Law School Dana wa« also instructor in elo- 
cntion in the collefje, havinjj received the appointment in 
January, 1839, declining at tlio same time the position of 
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proctoron the gronnil tliat it involved a Bitperviaiun over tlie 
CunJuct of tlm Kluilciita. As instriU'tur in eWutiuii, be wiu 
tliu aiuistant of liis friend and relative Professor Cli&nning, 
wlioso meUimlH iiru still will im>iei»liere>l by tint utntliints uf 
tboaa dayg. In after years Dana hod many anecdotes of 
Channing which lie was fond of tellinir, and to one of tbem 
his feelings oa a strong cliurcbinon not impoesibly lent ad- 
ditional lesL The students were declaiming before the pro- 
fesBor and bis ossiiitant, when the piece selected by one of 
them Hcetnod to excite pcuuliai- iliaappi'uhatiun on ihu part of 
Air. Channing. For a time be simply muttered to himself, 
'■ Poor atuff, very jmor stuff ! " — and let the thing pass ; but 
presently he whispered to his assistant, " What is tins, Ricb- 
urd ? It is wretched stuff." Without turnmg hia oyea 
from tlio durlitimci-, IMnn wliispcrcd back, "A selection 
fium your brutbur, William, sir." 

Put Profflsoor Channing, Dniia always entertained a moat 
sincei'o And affectionate I'egard, and later, in 1856, when a 
vdliiine of selections from his old instructor's writings was 
)iLi1iUsbed, bis former assistant in elocution furnished for it 
• an appreciative biogi'apbical tiuticu. This sketeh and little 
volume are indeed al)i>ut all that now remain to commemo- 
rnte forty years of professorial labor which did much to 
inlhieiice, not olwnys fur the best, the rising liteiiLry devel- 
0|inicnl of Now lilngland. Though his taste was correct, 
tlio methods of rrofeasor Clinuning were not cnlculuted to 
exnite youthful enthusiasm for letters ; and a generation of 
•tudenti eanfnllj Ung^ to feu M>d aieliMr litems en- 
thasuum b not likely to uhieTe ujr markad d«grM ot 
letUrttd «xodl«iM ia Ufa. U«n u % rnla outgrow thair 
youth fait enough, and there ia no oeeaaion artiflaialljr to 
hurry the proeeaN hy n oonatant applieaUon of tlio last of the 
two preeepta whieb Archbiahop Hannert SattAn ia aaid to 
have laid down for the guidance of Kahop Hebar.' 

' "Raa* bafaw yon wjm two ptaaapla, aad two way. Omia, 
PrM^thagov^t mmA tfca alhsr la, — fM Aswi lat tawa w i . " 



1840. ENTRANCE INTO ACTIVE LIFE. 2o 

In Februaiyi 1840, Dana resigned his position in the col- 
lege and left the Law School, entering the office of the late 
Charles G. Lioring, at Boston, to obtain a knowledge of 
practice. 

He had meanwhile found time to write out the notes of 
the journal which he had kept during his voyage. He must 
have worked hard to do it, for not only was he earnestly 
devoting himself to the hiw, but he was hearing under-grad- 
nates rehearse their exhibition parts for sometimes half a 
dozen weary hours a day. Before he left the school the 
manuscript was done, and he then read it to his father and 
Wasliington Allston. Botli of them advised its jmblication. 
Dana himself was now twciity-five years old, and wislied to 
marry ; but ho had no means, nor had ho yet been ad- 
mitted to tlic bar. So far as his book was concerned, tlicre- 
fore, while he was sincerely anxious to enlighten the public 
on the real situation of seamen in the merchant marine, he 
had other and more material considerations in mind : should 
the story of his voyage prove a literary success, it would be 
of use to him in securing a share of maritime practice. 

As a young and unknown author what he most wanted 
was a large sale, and this he was advised the Harpers of 
New York could probably secure for him better than any 
other firm. Accordingly he sent the manuscript to William 
CuUeii^ Bryant, an old friend of his father's, asking Mr. 
Bryant, after looking it over, to make an arrangement if 
possible with the Harpers. Then followed a long, vexatious 
negotiation, which loft on Dana*8 min<l a sense of unfair 
treatment that time only eitaccd. Tiio Harpers sent the 
manuscript to Alonzo Potter, afterwards bishop of Pennsyl- 
vania, tlien acting as one of their readers, aiul Bishop Pot- 
ter, meeting Dana in England many years later, told him 
that he had advised its purchase at any ]>iice necessary to 
s'tcuro it. Acting on this reconnnendation, the Harpers 
oJSered to buy the work, but positively refused to allow the 
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author an interest in the profits or percentage <tf the sales. 
Both Mr. Bryant and the elder Dana, who rhaneed to he in 
New York, struggled hard on this point ; hut were forced to 
yield. It next hecame a question of the amoont to he paid 
for the mannscripL Mr. Bryant suggested 9500. The 
Harpers offered $250. At this point the eldw Dana retired 
to Boston, leaying the harden of further negotiation with 
Mr. Bryant, who finally pleaded hard for S900; hoi the 
Harpers were inflexihle, and again carried their point. So, 
for one of tlie most successful American hooks of the een- 
tury, and the host hook of its kind ever written, the author 
received two dozen printed eopiec and $250 in money. 

The whole transaction was, on the part of the Harpers, 
conducted on hard hudness principles, larking that little de- 
ment of courtesy and personal eonsideration to whieh, in 
view of the recognized literary eminence of his three spon- 
sors, Allston, Bryant and his father, the young author proh- 
ably felt himself fairly entitled. Dana was, abo, peculiarly 
8ensitive to haggling treatment of this sort; which struck 
him, moreover, in marked contrast with tliat which he a lit- 
tle later received from Elnglish publishers. On the other 
hand, the Harpers afterwards did not treat the copyriglit as 
if they considered it of great value, inasmuch as for long 
perimls of time tlie book was not to be found in tlie sliops. 
At last, in 1868, the original copyright expired, and Dana 
then brought out that *' author's edition,*' with a conclud- 
ing chapter entitled, '* Twenty-four Years Later," and this 
edition has not since been permitted to go out of print 

The success of '' Two Tears before Uie Mast " was imme- 
diate, though, contrary to Dana's understanding and an ad- 
ditional cause of grievance, it appeared only in the two 
series known as Harper's Family Library and tlie School 
District Library ; but it so cluuiced that botli of two copies 
sent to England, one by Charles Sumner and the other by 
Miss Appleton, who afterwards married the poet Longfel- 
low, by a strange eoincidenee found their way to MoxoOi 
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Uic London publisher, who brought out an English edition, 
and subsequently sent to the author not only presentation 
copies, but a sum of money larger than the Harpers had 
given him for his manuscript Other foreign editions fol- 
lowed, and kindly words of appreciation presenUy reached 
Dana from Rogers, Brougham, Moore, Bulwer and Dick- 
ens ; and when, a year later, Lord l^Iorj>eth visited this 
country, the young author of " Two Years before the Mast " 
was one of the fii*st persons he asked to see. Thus Dana*s 
English reputation exceeded his reputation at home ; a fact 
keenly appreciated by Iiim. Nor, as will presenUy appear, 
was this English reputation merely ephemeral. On the con- 
trary, fifteen years later it secured him a social reception 
during the London season of 185G, which was probably the 
most agreeable c]nsode of its kind in his life. 

Li the summer of 1841, a year after the publication of 
'' Two Years before the Mast,*' Dana brought out a second 
book, entitied tiie '* Seaman's Friend." It was a treatise 
on seamanship and the laws regulating Uie relations of the 
ship's company, intended for practical use whether on shore 
or afloat Tliis was published by Liltlc & Brown in a small 
volume of two hundred and twenty -five ]>agcs, and by 
Moxon under tho title of ** Seaman's Manual." AViitten 
with all Uie clearness of style of '* Two Years before the 
Mast," it had a considerable sale, and is still useful and read- 
able ; but it was not a book intended for wide circulation. 

In September, 1840, Dana opened an office and began the 
practice of the law. Although hardly dry from the press, 
his book was already in the hands of many readers, and 
brought to him a certaui amount of maritime practice of a 
kind neither very attractive nor very profiUvble ; but still it 
was practice. In those days, and indeed long afterwards, 
his office was apt to be crowded with unkempt, roughly 
dressed seamen, and it smelled on such occasions much like a 
forcastle ; but he was young and in earnest, and to a young 
lawyer anyllung is preferable to that unbroken waiting 
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which 18 apt to mark tlie heginning ol profitBaiitniil life. In 
niiim'ii case thia tcflioiia peviotl of jinihulimi was uitiiqilion- 
ully short, if, in truth, he can be aaid to liuve ex|ienenccd 
it at all ; and bo rapi<l was Ilia pi'ogresB that, having begun 
in September with a Jeslc in an office occupied joiuily wjlli 
another person, in Nuveniber he took two roams fur himeelf 
in the old State House building, and inci-uosed bia working 
force by tite addition of a student. 

The rcBulta of Iiis first year at the bar were bo satisfactory 
that, though wliolly dependant on hiinhclf for Bujiport, Diina 
felt jitatiiied in venturing on marriage, he having for some 
months boon engaged to Miss Sai'ah Watson, a daughter of 
William Watson of Hartford, Conn. Nearly three years 
before, in the summer of 1838, this youiig lady bad visited 
Cambridge in company with her elder siater and her mater- 
nal aunt, Miaa Mniitb, ii iliiiightcr of the Rev. John Marsh 
of Wethecafiehl, Conn., and liad there iiassed some time 
with tho family of Prcaident Willnrd, with whom they 
were on terms of great intimacy. In bis day Mr. Marsh 
hod also been a vnlued friend of old Chief Juatice Dana. 
Tlie friendabip of the parents bad been continued by tlie 
children, and for a time after leaving the Wiilnrds Miel 
Manh Mtd bar nwea wen tha gnerti of the Danu at tbA 
hoose in Chertnnt Street, Booton, where Bidurd Dmi» wu 
puaing lus -njetHoa. Tb» jaaagn peo|de were nataralljr 
thrown * good deal together, and the trirndBhip thiu formed 
in due tiine ripened into m engagement of marriage. 

Tbo<^ bdonging <m bodi ftdher*a and motber'a eidee to 
old and reapeeted Conneelient etodi, to far as worldly poe- 
sesBioni want SDea Watson wai no better off than Dana 
himself, nor did she have any family connection in MaaB»- 
ehuutta. U woa a healthy, nntnrnl eue of yonng people of 
slender meana marrying simply boBMisa tlioy wuro attnchoil 
to each other, and had perfect confidence in their ability to 
face the worid and take eare of themsetrea. 

Thar wta» mairiad in Hartford on the eTBunir of 
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Wednesday, August 25, 1841, and the next day started for 
Boston. After spending one week in Rockport they returned 
to Boston and work early in September, establishing them- 
selves in permanent quarters at the United States Hotel. 
" Our parlor," as Dana wrote, ** is in tlie third story, south- 
east comer, and has a beautiful view of the harbor, and of 
tlio country round Milton, Dorchester and Iloxbury. At 
night we see both the light-houses.*' 

Dana at this time began to keep a journal, a practice in 
which he persevered more or less regularly until the year 
1859. As he became engaged in the severe professional 
work of a lawyer in full practice, he found little time to 
make the entries, and the intervals between them grow 
longer and longer ; but for the first few years the reconl is 
regular and detailed, and his quick eye and power of vivid 
description made what he wrote far more worthy of preser- 
vation tlian is apt to be the case with diaries, which are, as 
a rule, neither interesting nor agreeable reading when they 
relate to one*s own life, and become fairly intolerable when 
they relate to the lives of others. In the case of Dana the 
story of tlie succeeding years is best told in his own words. 

The diary begins in Decemlier, 1841, a little more than 
three months after the writcr*s marriage, and the first en- 
try relates to a dinner at Mr. Abbott Lawrcnce^s in Park 
Street, in honor of Lord Morpeth. 

The company all arrive punctually between quarter 
before fire o'clock and five minutes after. While in 
the room observe that Sumner now and then whis- 
pers to Lord Morpeth the names of persons as they 
come in, and tells him whether he has met them 
before. I was talking with Lord Morpeth, when 
Sumner said in a low tone, **That is Mr. Qiiinry, 
— the tall gentleman, — whom you have met. Tlie 
other gentleman not, a Unitnrian clergyman," etc. 
Accordingly Lord M. meets Mr. Quincy half way, 
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with " How do you do Mr. Quincy," etc. This is 
very convenient. 

Among the company on this occasion were Judge Story, 
Harrison Gray Otis and Greorge Ticknor, besides Sumner 
and Dana, both of whom then ranked as younger men. 
As the dinner was a somewhat exceptional affair Dana made 
elaborate notes of it, and he was especially impressed by 
Harrison Gray Otb, then the recognized head of social life 
in Boston. 

Mr. Otis was in his best vein, and we young men 
could easily believe that he had been in his prime 
the best conversationalist in the land. Judge Story 
talked more, but tediously and without the variety, 
brilliancy and tact of Otis. Otin \w\i\v 8|)e:ik8 a 
word witiiout having the attention of the whole 
table. Indeed, as soon as a word comes from him, 
all stop speaking. He addresses his conversation to 
all, and has something which will tnke the attention 
of each. Hardly a person present wiiom he does not 
bring in, and in a complimentary manner. Judge 
Story argued like a lawyer and prosed like a book- 
worm. Otis never forgot that he was a gentleman 
dining out. . . . Lord Morpeth kept clear of Ameri- 
can politics, and would say nothing unfavorable of 
our country, — even of our repudiation. There was 
plenty of high conservatism talked, and by no one 
more than by Judge Story, who began life a radical. 

December 18. Went with S. to hear Braham. 
Very grand and very touching. Ho sang Luther's 
Judgment Hymn with a power that was stupondons. 
I could not conceive of the human voice as being 
capable of such compass of sound. In the opening 
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mid trumpets. Tiiere was a choir of fifty, and a full 
band with an organ. What grandeur and majesty in 
the effect! Nothing takes us out of ourselves, our 
every-day sphere, so completely as music. 

1842. January 18. Nothing talked of but Dickens* 
arrival. The town is mad. All csilling on him. I 
slnurt go unless sent for. I can*t submit to sink the 
equality of a gentleman by crowding after a man of 
note. 

26. Letter from T. Colley Grattan (" High-ways 
and By-ways'*) saying that Dickens wishes to see 
me, and is surprised that I have not called before, 
and fixing two r. M. for a call. At two r. M. call at 
Trcmont House and am told that he is engaged. 
Send up name and am shown up. Kept disengaged 
on purpose to see Longfellow and myself. Talk a 
few minuter when Longfellow comes in with Sumner. 
Disappointed in D.'s appearance. We have heard 
him called '^ the handsomest man in London,** etc. 
Ho is of the middle height (under if anything), with 
a large, expressive eye, regular nose, matte<l, curling, 
wel-looking black hair, a dissipiUed looking month 
with a vnlgar draw to it, a muddy olive complexion, 
stubby fingers, and a hand by no means patrician, a 
hearty, off-hand manner far from well-bred, and a 
rapid, dashing way of talking. He looks " wide 
awake," " up to everything," full of cleverness, wilh 
quick feelings and great ardor. You admire him, 
and there is a fascination about him which keeps 
your eyes on him, yet you cannot get over the im- 
pression that he is a low-bred man. Tom Appleton 
nays, "Take the genius out of his face, and there 
are a thousand young London shop-keepers about the 
theatres and eating-houses who look exactly like 
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him." He baa what I suppose to be the true Cockimy 
cut. 

He inquires for fntber, nnd wonders be biu not 
been to see liiin. Offers to call on biin if lie is nn- 

Will. 

27. Dine with Dickena at P. 0. Gniy's. Pres- 
ent, PntBPOtt (Feriliniind and fsabella}, Sparks 
(Life of Wtisliiiigton), Mr. Tickiior, C. P. Curtis, 
Aiexuiidur, etc. Like I>iL-kena licro vi-ry mucb. 
Tlie geiiUeiuen are talking tlifir best, bnt I>ik;kriis is 
perfectly natural and unpretending. Ho could not 
liiivo bebiived bL>tter. He did not say a single tiling 
fur display. I shiinid tliink be had resolved to talk 
Iks hii wimli) at liome, anil lot liis reputation take caru 
of itself. He gave a capital description of Abbots- 
fotil. It was cnongb to make yon cry. lie d^'- 
BCribcd tlie hat Scott wore in bia last illness, and tbn 
dents nnd hiiiises there were in it from bis head fall- 
ing iigHinst his chair when be lost the [wwer of his 
musulea. It wu beftrt«ickening. " And to think oE 
a man's killing himself for Buoh a miserable place as 
Abltttsfon) ia," adils Dickens. 

0. P. Curtis nsks bim if there were any such 
mngistmtea in London as Fang in "Oliver Twist." 
Dickens says, " One just such, and many more like 
bim," and tells as that his Fang is a portrait of a 
magistrate named Tung, who was sitUng when the 
book appeared, and that he was removed by the 
Ilomn Department in ten weeks after the publica- 
tion, npon a thornugli inquiry. . . . 

Poor Snmner can't take a joke of any kind. He 
IB US literal as a Sootch guide-board. Ticknor is a 
thorough man, — armed at all points with Informa- 
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February 1. The great '* Dickens dinner/* Jo- 
siah Quiiicy, Jr., presides, and capitally. Excellent 
speeches. Hillard is fervid and interesting, though 
a little overdone as usual, yet eloquent and touching. 
Bancroft is heated, intense, striking, yet long-winded, 
wandering, and out of tcin|)er. Stevenson is amus- 
ing. Edward U. Loring, commonplace in a very re- 
spectable and rather elevated way. G rattan decent. 
Mr. Quincy (senior) very well indeed. Mr. Allston^s 
toast went off famously. Dickens spoke excellently. 
I never heard a speech which went off better. He 
R|)eaks natunilly, with a good voice, beautiful intona- 
tions, and an ardent, generous manner. It is the 
speaking o( a man who is no orator, but says what 
he wishes to say in a manner natural and unprac- 
tised. Grattan called me out. I thought it might 
happen, and was partially prepared. The audience 
thought that I was taken by surprise, and I got more 
crcilit than I deserved. 

February 5. Called on Dickens at 10.30 A. M. by 
ap|X)intment, ^ih he leaves at one. lie wsis at break- 
fast. Sat down with him. He was very agreeable 
and full of life. He is the cleverest man I ever met. 
I mean he impresses you more with the alertness of 
his various powers. His foroes are all light infantry 
and light cavalry, and always in marching order. 
There are not many heavy pieces, but few sappers 
and miners^ the scientific corps is deficient, and I fear 
there is no chaplain in the garrison. 

Mrs. Dickens appears to be an excellent woman. 
She is natural in her mannei's, seems not at all elated 
by her new position, but rests upon a foundiition of 
good sense and good feeling. 

AprU 2. Left the United States Hotel and came 
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to Roxbnry to spend the summer. Board with Mrs. 
Atkins in Cedar Street. She is a widow, who lost 
her husband in less than a year aftcu* inarriati^e. She 
is nieluncholy, but of an excellent, unalTectcd cliarae- 
ter and religious feeling and experience. This situa* 
tion is extremely pleasant, being amidst rocks and 
cedars and quite retired. 

April 17. Sunday. Sermon at the Congrega- 
tional Church from Rev. Thomas Lawrie, missionary 
to Syria. Subject, '^ Abraham^s offering up Isaac.'* 
This is the first sermon that ever brought tears into 
my eyes. I am easy to shed tears over a book, or 
upon any event in life when thinking it over alone, 
but no speaker ever brought them into my eyes be- 
fore. It was only for an instant. No one would 
have ]X)rceived it. ft was at the words ^^ his mes- 
sage home to his niolher/' when describing tho last 
words of Isaac. It was more the simplicity, sincer- 
ity, and unaffected deep feeling of the preacher to- 
gether with his innocence of all rhetoric that pro- 
duced the effect. 

Though Roxbury was then a quiet country town almost 
remote from Boston, a summer life in it afforded Dana no 
relief from business and ofRce cares. Accordingly when at 
midsummer the vacation time arrived, feeling somewhat the 
worse from hard work in hot weather, he determined to 
take a short trip to the British provinces on one of the 
Cunard steamers, which hail then been running to and fro 
btitween Liverpool and Boston, stopping always at Halifax, 
for two years. Of this trip ho wvuU*. as ho went along a 
most minute account, which is still interesting from its 
graphic description of peraons, incidents and places. 

Juli/ 16. Saturday, Being completely run down 
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mined to make a trip to Halifax, solely to change the 
scene, to get away from the care and loll of business, 
to relax my mind completely, and to get upon salt 
water once more. 

Set sail, or made %team^ at five P. M. in the steam- 
ship Caledonia bound to Halifax and Liverpool. . . . 

I^aggngo on l)oard, business left with Ned and Mr. 
Peck, line afternoon, a noble vessel filled with pas- 
sengers, and we are off for Halifax. Among the 
passengers are Mr. Chas. Lyell, the geologist, Frank- 
lin Dexter, United Staites District Attorney for 
Massachnsetts, a gentleman of high spirit, elegant 
accomplishments and mannei*s, on a tour for the 
same purposes with myself, and Mr. David Eckloy 
of Boston, merchant, on a fishing expedition. Also, 
Mile. Fanny Ellsler, the celebrated opera dancer, and 
her attendant Mr. Wikolf. Wo (Mr. Dexter and 1) 
made the acquaintance of Geo. R. Young, a lawyer 
of Halifax, who w<u3 on board, and who treated us 
with great civility. 

No sooner had we got outside of the light-house 
and tlie cool, salt night wind of ocean came ovt»r ns 
than I felt myself a new creature. It was damp and 
a little foggy, but I stayed on deck until nearly one 
o'clock on Sunday morning, walking to and fro and 
snuffing up the breeze and offering my whole system 
to its invigorating inflnonci'. I wna on d<»ck again 
before snnris(%an(l walked de(;k until breakfiist time, 
whicrh was nine o'clock. . . . 

On Mondny morning we were off Cape Sablo, and 
before noon were going up Halifax Harbor. There 
was a set of young men on board who very early at- 
tracted my attention. They were tall and well-made, 
with easy, natural manners, polite to all, but keeping 
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rather by tliemselves, and dressed in the roughest 
travelling clothes. I soon learned that they were 
men of birth, and one of them a nobleman, Ix>rd 
Ilerries. The handsomest of them, and a darling 
fellow he was, was Charles Sheridan, grandson of 
Richard Sheridan, and brother of I^dy Seymour. 
Tall, straight, with well-formed limbs, full of activ- 
ity and spirit, dressed in a sailor^s hat, jiicket and 
trousers, but with a decidedly genteel air, he seemed 
the very impersonation of youthful health and spirit. 
Another of the set was Baron Geyle, a young Ger- 
man nobleman, and Mr. Adams, late of one of the 
English South American embassies. Sheridan found 
me out as the author of " Two Years," and I was 
soon in their company. We talked politics a little, 
and I had hard work to defend my country. The 
African slave-trade, our own slavery, repudiation, 
loco-focoism, the Rhode Island rebellion, encouraged 
by the chief magistrates of other stat^is, etc., the rule 
of faction, removals from office for party purposes, 
availability, etc., they were familiar with, and so was 
I. I had nothing to say. A New York radical was 
present, and he said, among other things, that all our 
office-holders were the servants of the majority, and 
that if a customs officer or a postmaster charged him 
more than he thought he ought to, or refused to ac- 
commodate him, he had only to say to him, ^^ Sir, rec- 
ollect I meet you at the polls.'* I denounced this 
doctrine, and told the Englishman that it was a speci- 
men of those principles which threatened us harm, 
but that there was a sound conservatism in the people 
which would save us. Thereupon the radical replied 
that I was in favor of aristocracy and conservatism, 
and the reason was because I belonged to an old 
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family, known in the history of the country, and 
wished to see family privileges. His politeness was 
only to be equalled by his principles. . . . 

July 22. Took leave of Halifax, its citadeli its 
barracks, the basin, the York redoubt, as we went 
down the harbor. The object of my visit had been 
answered. I had cleared my mind completely from 
business and cares, and by complete rehixation, with 
out-door exercises, had i-estored the healthful and ac- 
tive tone of my system. I had refused all invitations 
to public places, to dinners, parties, etc., and none of 
us delivered our letters of intrcHluction, for we found 
that we could not go fishing all day, and then, sun- 
burnt, tired and blackened, drem for a party in the 
evening. I had resolutely kept from books, and al- 
though I had books in my trunk and many leisure 
horn's, yet I made a principle of not looking at them, 
and loafed or walked about the streets or slept instead. 
Every morning before breakfast I walked cither over 
the citadel, which was the grandest fortiftcsition I 
OTcr saw, with a fine c*ommanding situation, or to 
the (juvcrnment House, or barracks. 

We were no sooner round the point and out upon 
the deep sea than the wind blew very heavily, and a 
violent sea arose. Nearly all the passengers were 
sick, and one of them, Mr. Eustis Prescott, who had 
been my fellow-passenger from Hoston and was now 
going to Liver|)ool, Nova Scotia, told me that he had 
crossed the Atlantic frequently, but had never lost a 
meal from sea-sickness before. The worse the weather 
the better I felt, and having clothes suited for all 
weathers I remained on deck nearly all the time, 
walking to and fro, and enjoying the consciousness of 
health, strength and activity, increased by the bra- 
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cing sea air, and liciglitimed by the contrast pre- 
sented by those about mo. 

A rter test, and sibout ten P. M., Ave touched at Lunen- 
burg, and landed and took off a few passengers. • • • 

Jultf 23. Saturday. Arrived at Liverpool about 
seven A. M. As we were to stay an hour, went ashore 
and walked through the town. The town is built 
u|)on a single street running by the side of t!ie river, 
^vinding along, and the houses have pretty garden spots 
before or by the side of them, and are painted, neat 
and comfortable in appearance. It is quite a pretty 
village of about 2,000 inhabitants, I should judge. 

Stood out again to sea, bound for Shelburne. 
About three o^clcx^k stood up Shell>urnu Bay. This 
bay is said to be the best in Nova Scotia, bi*ing very 
extensive, dfep and surrounded l^y well-woocied coun- 
try in many parts. The town of Shelburne is sit- 
uated at the extreme end of the bay, and presents a 
remarkable instance of decay. It was founded by a 
large company of royalists who fled from the United 
States at the breaking out of the war of '7o, and who 
selected this site on account of the excellence of the 
harbor. Here they built, a town, planted farms, built 
vessels, and engaged largely in privateering, the car- 
rying trade, and other modes of active industry by 
land and soa. There being u good deal of wealth 
among them, the town was handsomely built, and 
large capital was embarked and set in motion. For 
many years the town grew and flourished, but the 
g(»neral peace which followed the battle of Waterloo 
threw it upon its regular legitimate resources for 
trade in tinies of peace; and from that time the 
downward progress of the place has been uninter- 
rupted. The reasons for this were that it hsis no 
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back country to support it, and for which it would be 
tlie natural market and seaport, for it is situated at 
the end of the peninsula of Nova Scotia, with Hiilifnx 
above it to cut off its commerce ; and because it lies 
so far up the buy that it is little used as a port of 
supplies or a fishing station. In fact, the world 
seems to have given it the go-by ontiioly. With as 
beautiful a harbor as the face of the globe can show, 
and with large capital to assist it, it stands as a 
warning to all who disregard the regular course of 
things in the affairs of men and attempt to counter- 
act it by particular and local efforts. As we steered 
slowly up the bay the capbvin of the boat told me 
that its shores had once been lined with beautiful 
farms, and that the forlorn, unpainted houses which 
stood here and thei-e without a fence near them or 
any signs of cultivation, and used as the dwellings of 
fishermen, were once the abodes of substantial farm- 
ers who tilled their acres, supplied the town, and sent 
their produce to other countries. lie snid, too, that 
as fast as the older and more wealthy men died off 
or left, their houses were taken to pieces, exported, 
and put up again in other places, and that in this way 
all the best part of the town had been gradually 
moved off. This accounted for the fact that in a 
town which had diminished to one quarter of its size 
within twenty years there should be no ruinous large 
houses. Tlironghout this wide sheet of water, spread- 
ing out like a large inland lake, not a sr\il nor a mov- 
ing craft was to be seen. Had we been its discoverers 
we could not have gone over in more perfect stillness. 
As we drew nii;li the town we saw a single vessel, a 
little fishing schooner, Ij^ing at anc^horolT the wharves, 
while rotting by the side of the wharves, themselves 
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ilflR&ying us mpiilly, lay two smiill vessels, conilcmned 
for old iigG. Wu niiig oui- bell im wu iiiatie fiut to tliu 
wliiirf, mill ita ecliiK'u iiwiikeil Lliii iKsid uLilliirHii iiUuut 
lis like tlte Ura bell ill iiigiit. Tlie ptTBOiia who cuiiie 
liown to the wharf were cbildreil or old women. 1 
believe but one or two men came, and Iliey seemed 
decrepit and liiid on tlie slielf. As we were to atay 
bere a ItaH hour, I went asbore to walk about tliis 
singular [ibice. As tbo cajjlain bad told iiie, tliuie 
was not a large IiouaH in tbe town ; they bad all be*^n 
moved off, and tlie cellars under tliein bad gradually 
filled up and boon grown over with grass. Tbe streets 
could not be diatinguisbcd except by the lines of 
houses, as carriage way and aidewalk were alike grown 
over wilb graaa. Not a vehicle of any description 
was in mulion, nor w;is there the sound of a black- 
smith's hammer nnr of the carpenter's axe in the 
place, hut the dead stillness of a Jewish Sabbath 
reign.ed over the whole n-giou. Excepting tbe inim- 
itable accumulation of images of decay in tho last 
chapter of Ecck'siastea, and gtart of Burke's descrip- 
tion of the Caraatio, I know of nothing in dtwiripUve 
litemtare which the sight of this place called to my 
mind. Tbe doors were indeed shot in the atreeta, the 
pitcher broken at the founbun, and the wheel brokeo 
at the oiatem. As we walked tbrongh the deoerted 
streets, oarefally laid ont at right angles, hardly a 
person rose ap at tbe footsteps of strangers, and half 
a dozen men, strangers, walking abont on a Saturday 
afternoon, hardly drew n face to the window, or 
brought a boy or giri to tbe door. No trade or ocon- 
p.iition of indostry of any description seemed to be 
carried forward, nor was there a house of entertain- 
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dow we observed some thread, pa|)ors of pins, nnd a 
few weatl)er-8t4itiied articles, but the door-step was 
almost inaccessible, and there seemed to be no one in 
the room. 

The ringing of the second bell called us aboard, 
and we cast oil from this paralyzed village without 
having hmded or taken on board a single passenger. 
The captain said be should represent to the company 
the expense and waste of time in coming up this long 
bay, and see if they would not dispense with these 
formal visits. 

The dress of the people we saw was very anti- 
quated and strange, and the stillness of the place 
S(H*med to havo crept over the spirita of the inhabit- 
ants. I should hardly have been surprised had I 
been told that the children were deaf and dumb. 

The bay looked beautifully as we steamed down 
it, toward sunset, and we rounded the point and were 
out upon the ocean before nightfall. 



CHAPTER IIL 

EARLY LIFE AT THE BAB. 

The following letter written by Dana, shordy after his 
return from liis Nova Scotia trip to his wife's brother-in-law, 
tlie B«v. Oliver Ellsworth Daggett of Hartford, Conn., is 
still not without its value. Political feeling then ran high, 
fur John Tyler hud gone over to the Democrats, and yet 
Wchstor continued to hohl his neat in the Cabinet, from 
which all his Whig associates had withdrawn in ol)c<lienco 
to the behests of their recogni'/ed party leachu*, 11 (Miry Chiy. 
Webster felt his isolation keenly, and in defence of his 
course had made that speech in Faneuil Hall on the 30th 
of September in which he propounded his famous query, 
*• If you break up the Whig party, where am I to go ?" 

The letter not only breathes the political excitement and 
admiration of Webster which then i)ervade<1 Hoston, Imt it 
also sheds some rather interesting light on Dana's profes- 
sional success as measured by his income. It must bo re- 
membered that those were days of com])aratively simple 
habits, and a professional income of $2,500 a year seemed 
much larger then than now ; yet as the fruits of a second 
year at the bar it would to-day in Boston, or indeed in New 
York or in London for that matter, be looked u|)on as an 
exceptional success. The lectures referred to in the closing 
paragraph of the letter were two, **'i'ho Sources <if Influ- 
ence," and *^ American Loyalty," which Dana had prepared 
while in the Law School for delivery before the lyceums 
of towns in the neighborhood of Boston. The income dp- 
rived from this source was not large, but the experience wm 
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vorth something, for the lecturer was hroaght in close con- 
tact with popular audiences : — 

BosTOK, October 3, 1842. 

Drab Sir, — I um sending you Webster^s speech 
at Faneuil Hall, and ctinnot forbear asking you to 
read it, and let your wife and Mary and Mrs. Watson 
and the ladies nt Wctherolicld read it also, for I fear 
they have been a little tainted by the talkers about 
party and Clay and political ability, etc. 

Webster seems to me to be the only statesman in 
the country. By the side of him, all the rest appear 
more pmh'pm politicians or else visionaries. 

The printed speech will give you but a faint idea 
of it. You can't put Webster into print any more 
than you can put him into my coat and waistcoat. 
The speech Inis prodnced a tremendous excitement 
here, we have never had anything more astounding 
and unexpected in the political line. Yet it is a 
speech powerful to the edifying of statesmanship, 
patriotism, and national honor, and to the confusion 
of small party politics and president-making. 

All sound, conservative, honorable men, who are 
not already committed too far to be impartial, are 
encouraged and gladdened. Those who heard the 
speech — friends and foes, contents and malcontents 
— all Sfiy it was prodigious. Words and emphases, 
gestures and expressions of countenance, which are 
lost in print, brought forth acclamations with the cer- 
tainty and instanUmeousness of an echo. It was a 
tremendous blow. Every paragraph and every sen- 
tence told. I could not go ; but Ned and Mr. Peck 
have been off their legs ever since. Mr. Peck thinks 
he may depart in peaoe having seen the glory of a 
great man in his greatest action. 
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To appvedittc the effect you must know lliut tlie 
lending Wlii^ piijwrs (of tliu Cliiy ]>iirty, 1 iiioiiu) 
had betiii calling upon Webster to resign, mid that 
tlie " Atlas, " our (uremost Clay jiiipci', hud tlint very 
morning pri^diuteil that Webster would tnke tliia ou- 
cnsion to abiindon the govurnuient pubHt:iy and fall 
into opposition, and dcnuuncud terriblo things if liu 
did not. 

The prevailing impression npon those who heard 
Webster, waa of a noble spectacle of intelleetnal and 
personal gr^kudeurand loftiness. Asafiieud of mine 
snid: "There was no uliance fur anything small) 
anywhere near him." 



" IX>U|i nil liU [runi niigmvull 
Oulilwmliuu sue luiil pub) is can 
And [irincely counsul in Iiih fact 
Uajealio . ■ • wge lio hUiihI 
With Atluitwn ihouliloni lit to 



Ned says that "a sublime sadnesa" eat upon 
connCeoancs. 

Yoa vilt ezoue mj wi7ing bo mneli aboot tUi 
speech ; bpt nothing elw U talked of among na. Tm 
will observe that there ib not a aingle ornament or 
flouriah of rhetoric in tlie whole. 

When I waa in Hartford, you asked me aboot my 
income, etc. I have eince heard that there ia a re> 
port there that I am making a fortune It is very 
bad to baTo snch reports, as they lead penons to 
expect thinga of one which he cannot do, and which 
his not doing may make projndieiiil to Iiim in their 
estimaUon. I have jnst closed my accounts and tell 
yoa (that yon may set any one right who has each a 
notion, witbont ^Ting Uie particnlars however of 



hiT^^ 
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course) just how they stand. The net profits of my 
business for the year ending October 1, 1842, have 
been 82,188. My expenses iiave been but a few dol- 
lars short of 81,H00. I have also mnde a little less 
than 11200 by lectures and articles, which are not in- 
cluded in my business. My expenses next year will, 
of course, Iks larger, by at least one quarter, than the 
past year. This is the extent of the fortune I have 
been making. 

1843. January 26. Lectured in the evening at 
Brighton. Was introduced to the audience as 
"'Squire Dany from Boston." The president also 
gave the audience notice that ** a reformed drunkard, 
a New York woodsawyer, named Haddock, and an 
odd fish, with one eye, and Inme," would address the 
people upon the subject of total abstinence. I dare 
say that there was more curiosity to hear him than 
to hear my lecture upon ^* The Sources of Influence." 
They attended well, however, but not one word was 
said to mo wIkmi 1 got through. Either they did not 
like me, or did not know what to think. I did not 
speak with much faith, as my subject was abstract, 
and they seemed to be the most illiterate audience I 
had yet seen. They had no one to take my horse, 
and none of the usual civilities extended to a lecturer. 

Fehruary 2. Rode to Milton to lecture in the 
evening. A clear, cold night, and I in an open 
sleigh. Went to the house of a Mr. Campbell, where 
my classmate, Dr. C. C. Holmes, is boarding with his 
newly married wife. Hence to the lecture- room. 
Two small hard-coal stoves, one on each side of the 
desk at which I stood, with a pipe running over my 
head, and a malignant heat coming from them, beat- 
ing upon my brain, which to a person just from the 
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cold was partituliirly atupi-fying. Giive tlie Itii^titn 
upon " American Loyalty." After I Imd donx, ■ 
grtat many persona osime up to me and expi-esswl | 
tht'ii- hearty conuunvnce in ita doetriiii^a and tlieir 
gi-atiticution at Leaiiiig thtrn uttered. 

In 1843 tlicso IfcUiring tiipa vcre (.-xtetuled ta P»rUand, 
Providence, New Haven, uiul Brooklyn; ai.d in lti44 to 
Pliila(tel)jhia, I).-kltini(ire, and Washington. But as law prao^ 
^ce increased lUey wei-e discontinued, and by 1845 liad 
wholly ceased. None the leaa Dana was still the cuiuiuon 
sailor's lawyer, and liis earnest advocacy of his clients' causa 
subjected him at times to slights and annoyance. 

1842. Seaember li. I had sued Captain Perkins 
and Ilia brotlicr llie mate of tliu biii'k Cliirisaa Per- 
kins for iissaiilting twn eennicti niiniod Siii<;K!Li)n and 
l';irsoii8, 8in;;lKton is likely to die of liin winmda, 
ao I made complaint, and had tlio captain bonnd over 
criiTunaJly. [ was obliged to do this because tlie dis- 
trict attorney declined acting. I enn conceive of no 
reason except that in argnlng agidnst Bi-yunt be got 
Ida feelings settled in favor of the otficers. Dehrm, 
who defiMidi'd Perkjna, allnded to my forwardnosa in 
urging tlie ciniiplnint iigatnst tlut niasler us an inter- J 
fweijce. I Jouk Lijii to tiiak fi>j- iJjjs, and ivo liud A ■ 
long Ulk which resnlted in my feeling more affection 
and respect for Dehon than befwe. He U a good 
fellow and has honorable feelings. 

I often have a good deal to contend with in the 
Blurs or open opposition of mnstera and owners of 
vessels whose sivmcn I nnderlaka to defend or look 
after. It is more unpleasant when tliis is retailed by 
the oonnsel. Toung lawyers are apt to take up the 
ezoitement and prejadioe of the clients, which they 
ought to allay and keep free from. I never have 
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trouble with the upper class of merchants, but only 
with the small grinding machines and petty traders 
who save by small medicine chests and poor provi- 
sions. 

The affair of the brig Somen occurred at this time, and, 
though now almost forgotten, at the moment absorbed pub- 
lic attention. The Somcrs was a small, swift-sailuig brig of 
war, belonging to the United States navy, of two hundred and 
sixty-six tons measurement In September, 1842, Mhe was 
sent to the coast of Africa with dispatches, under command 
of Alexander Slidell Mackenzie, a brother of John Slidell, 
afterwards United States Senator from Louisiana, and of 
Mason and Slidell fame in the Trent affair. Connnander 
Blackenzie had for family reasons taken the name of an 
uncle, and was at this time about forty years of age, an 
officer of experience and repute, besides being favorably 
known as the author of biographies of Commodores John 
Paul Jones and Oliver Hazard Perry. The Soniers, though 
picreed for fourteen gtms, mounted only trn, and her crew 
consisted of twelve oflicvrs and one hundred anil ei^ht men, 
nearly all apprentice Iniys drafted from the North Caro- 
lina, then U8cd as a naval school :vs well as receiving ship. 

Among the officers was midshipman Philip Spencer, a 
son of John C. Spencer of New York, then Secretary of 
War in the cabinet of Tyler. Having finished her out- 
ward voyage, the Somers left Cape Palmas on the 11th of 
NovemlMsr for New York, intending to stop on the way at 
St. Tliomos. On the 2Gth of November the details of a 
conspiracy devised by Spencer to seize the brig, murder the 
officers and hrvvo recourse to piracy, were communicated to 
Commander Mackenzie. Ho at first treated the matter 
lightly, regarding it as the foolish scheme of a worthless, 
crack-hrained young man ; but the other officers were more 
alarmed, and at their instance Mackenzie, on the evening 
of the same day, caused Spencer to be arrested and put in 
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irons. A March among hb effeeU brought to light some 
more or less compromising memoranda, and on Uie 28Ui 
of November, Samuel CromweU, a boatswain's mate, and 
Elittha Small, a seaman, were also put under arrest, and on 
tlie 30th four others. Symptoms of snllenness, inattention 
to duty and disobedience to orders now beginning to appear 
among the crew, the officers became thoroughly alarmed, 
and tlie commander called on tliem for counsel. An inquiry 
was held on the 30tli of November, and on the Ist of De- 
cember the seven commissioned officers united in signing a 
formal document recommending tlie immediate execution of 
Spencer, CromweU and Small, on the ground that ** it would 
be impossible to carry them to the United States, and that 
the safety of the public property, tlie lives of ourselves and 
of those committed to our charge, requires that tlioy should 
be put to death." 

Commander Mackenzie concurred in this recommenda* 
tion, und on the Ist of December tlie three prisoners were 
hung at the yard-arm. The Somers was then 525 miles 
di&tant from St lliomas, at which place she arrived on the 
5th of December and thence sailed immediately for New 
York. 

That some sort of a conR])iracy to seize the vessel had 
existed among a portion of the crew was proven; and it 
also appeared from his own admission that it originatetl 
with* Spencer, who seems to have been a vicious, weak- 
headed youth in whom the piratical propensity amounted to 
a mania. It was nevertheless an open question in the minds 
of the public whether the danger was sufliciently imminent 
to warrant Mackenzie in having recourse to such extreme 
measures of repression. Immediately after tlie return of 
the Somers a court of iiupiiry was onlored, and subse- 
quently Mackenzie was arrested by order of the Secretary 
of the Navy on the charge of wilful murder and tried by- 
court-martial. The finding of the court of inquiry fully 
justified his action, and the court-martial pronounced eacb 
of the articles and specifications against him not proved. 
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December 29. All the world is talking about the 
Soiners mutiny and the execution of Spencer. The 
prevailing opinion (I have not met an exception) is 
that Mackenzie will justify himself. I have little 
doubt of it. 

1843. January 4. New York. Called on C. W. 
Hoffman at the Custom House, where he has an of- 
fice. Tiilked over the Somers mutiny and Captiiin 
Mackenzie. He sympathizes with Mackenzie very 
much, and has a horrid idea of Speiicer^s father, tiie 
Secretary of War, whom he thinks capable of feeing 
the papi^rs to attack Mackenzie. 

Saw Mr. Ogden Hoffman, who invited me to go on 
board the North Carolina, and attend the court-mar- 
tial. 

Went with William and John [Watsbn] on board 
the North Carolina to see the court-martial. There, 
in the cabin, at the head of a table, sat Commodore 
St4»wart, tho |>rosi(1ciit of llio rourt, and at Iiis sides. 
Commodores Dallas and Joiie^). At one end of the 
table Kit Coinniundor Alexander SlidoU Mackenzie, 
and at the other Midshipman M. C. Perry (nepliew 
of O. H. P.)i who was testifying, and standing at the 
stove was Ogden Hoffman, judge advocate. 

Mackenzie is a calm, resolute, plain, modest man 
of about forty, entirely without any swagger or as- 
sumplion, and with the ap]icarance of being careful 
and ronsciontious. I looked with no little interest at 
old (/ommodoie Stewart, tlio veteran of the War of 
1812-14, and the captor of the Cyane and Levant in 
the Constitution. 

January T). Having bid good-by to my drar 
friends on the night before, I rose early and reached 
the New Haven boat at seven A. M. 
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Passing tliu Niivy Yari], I saw n mitn pointing init 
the i iiittiiJsnduUL'tt, sixty gnus, iis tlie Soiii<;rs. 1 took 
un op^i'tiiiilty nlteivvBi'di) to nek liim wliat vessel 
tliiit wus in the stieiiin. He aiisweied, the Sumers, 
which gHve inu an oppurluiiity to puint out the Soin- 
L-i-3 tu him its tliu littlt: brig lying in by the wharf. 
Ue coutil hardly believe it was no sinull. I made a 
point upon tliut in favor of Mackenzie. 

January 10. Received ii letter from Miss C. M. 
Sedgwick, desiring me to write to lier a letter on the 
matter of Mackenzie and thu Somei-a, which she 
might pnblisli, giving a dtscription of tlia a|jpearancu 
of the Soinors, and mieh inferences frum what I saw 
or heiird as 1 liail Htat><I to lliuin. 

January 11. Aiiawevud Mlsa Sudgwick's tutter 
with a lung letter carefully pivpiirr-d for piibllcatioi). 

14. Received the Now York " Evening I'ost," 
with my letter in it favorably ht-aded. 

17. My Snmera letter ]mldialied in the " Roston 
Atlas," "Morning Jourmil," "New York Tribune," 
"Mfiming Post," etc. 

Ah tliis " Sciitien letter " was chnrocteristie of Dana, in 
many ways, bringing bis legul training to bear on bis nauti- 
cal expuHcnco with tbo lilcmry tikill natural ti> biin, it is 
worth while to reproduce it in full. It lias, besides, a per- 
mnnent interest, for it is Ibe juilgnient of a man wbosa 
judgment carried weight en this pninful episode in our naval 
history, in regard to whish opinioiw then w«i«, and wiA 
prob^ly always ranain, divided- 

IhMTOH, JanHttTf 11, 1041 
. . . Short HB tny stay was, I could uot rHiuse 
■ — ~*8 invttatioD to attend the court-martial, and to 
visit the little brig which had been the Kene of tite 
exciUng tragedy. 
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Wo Iiail w fine, clear, culd day, >md tlie Brooklyn 
ferry-boat zigzugged us across the river, to avoid the 
floating ice, and a lively sleigh took us to the navy 
yard. The court is held on board the North Caro- 
Jina, a lai*ge ship of the line, which lies moored a 
few rods from the wharf. A little wherry, in which 
were two sailora with the naval jacket and shirt col- 
lar, was passing and repsissing by a tow-line or guess- 
warp, taking passengers ofif and on. 

It was interesting and singular to see these poor 
fellows attending about a ship in which a court of 
great personages wsis silting to determine whether a 
commander can string them up at a yard-arm ;it sea 
for a mutiny; and I felt a strong inclination to learn 
what impression the whole affair made upon them ; 
but it would have been improper for me to touch 
upon the subject with them if I had had an oppor- 
tunity, as I did not. The marine on guard at the 
cabin door let us pass, and wc found ourselves in the 
upper ciibin, and in the midst of the grave and rather 
]m|H)sing assembly. 

A long table filled the middle of the room. On 
one side of it sat the three commanders who compose 
the court ; Mr. Mackenzie sat at one end, Mr. Perry 
(the witness then under examination) stood at the 
other end ; and opposite the court sat the clerk and 
Mr. IIofTman, the judge advocnte. There were a 
number of auditors, and the reporters of the princi- 
pal papers had a tahlo t.'» ihrinRelvea. The clerk was 
reading Mr. Perry's lestimony, and all was silent, so 
that I had a good opportunity for observation. 

Notwilhstandinj^ my desire to see Mr. Mackenzie, 
my eye rested for some time upon the venerable pres- 
ident of the court. Commodore Stewart, one of the 
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Old Ironsides' lieroes, and Uiu manager of what ul- 
ways Sfeemed to me to be tlie best iiianicuvred battle 
in our lata war. llts lias a good bead, siud ciuTJes the 
appeartnce of a man wlio can cmnmiLnd himself as 
well M others, hikI has that calm manner which uaii- 
ally attends one who foels tliat his i^piitntioii is 
settled. Tlie whole court is one in which gi'eat con- 
fidence must l)e placed, for they have the name and 
appearance of posseBsiiig clear heads and right 
minds. 

I next carefully observed the features and expres- 
sion of the party on trial; for this ciise is one which 
receiver its complexion very much from the cbai'ac- 
ter of the eliief iiistnr: the facia being siioli aa can 
never ooino to as with the samo force und meaning 
with wliicli Llii'y tAniu to liim :Lt the time. It is not 
queationiiii that he iicti'd upon Uiu best uf his dclibei- 
ato judgment. How is he qualiticd, then, in moral 
and iDti'llochial uhunicter, for forming a jiidgmeiit? 
— becomes an iinporCatit question. On this point his 
appearance ia very much in his fnvor. He is appar- 
ently about forty ycai-s of age, and I iim told that he 
entered the seiviee at ten, and ho says lie has aui-ved 
thirty years, llo has every m;irk of n caliii, si'lf- 
possesaed, olear-ininded man, entirely free from any 
of that dashing, off-hand or assaming manner vfaioh 
sometimes attends the military button. I felt mncli 
confidence in Iiim from the moment I had carefully 
observed him, and this confidence has inereased by 
my being informed that lie is more no(<td for con- 
BcifntionBiieaa, order and thoroughness, than for int* 
agination or enthnsiasm. 

I remained but a short time, as I knew that I 
could read tfae evidenoe more carefully the next day 
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in the papers than I could get it while looking so 
many ditTerent ways. 

Fi*om the North Carolina I went to the Somers ; 
and here I must say that no one ought to form an 
opinion upon the issue of this conspinicy without ' 
first seeing the Somers. You have been on board 
a man-of-war, and you have, doubtless (as I find 
otiiers have), ft^rmed your notions of the state of 
things in the Somers by what you have seen befora. 
In the ships of the line, frigates, or sloops of war 
which you have visited there is great appearance of 
protection, defence, and imposing authority con- \ 

nected with tlie after end of the ship. There is a 
poop deck, a cabin built above the main deck, with 
doors and windows looking forward, a marine with / 
bayonet and loaded musket at the door, another at 
the gangway, nnd others on guard at various parts 
of the ship, clear, roomy decks, a plenty' of odicers 
al)ont, and the quarters of oSicers furnished with 
arms, and well guarded. But you must make a 
revolution in all your idosis upcm these particulars to 
judge <»f the Sonu*i*s. You wouhl hardly believe your 
eyes if you were here to see, as the scene of this 
dreadful conspiracy, a little brig, with low bulwarks, 
a single narrow deck flush fore and aft, and nothing 
to mark the ofiicers* quarters but a long trunk-house, 
or compnnion, raisetl a few feet from the deck to let 
light and \\\v in below, such as you may have seen 
in our smaller packets which ply along the seaboard. 
You feel as though half a dozen resolute conspiratoi*s 
could have swept the decks and thrown overboard 
, all that opposed them before aid could come from 
below. And in coming on deck (whicli seemed to 
me more fearful than anything else in the oiFicers* 
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conditioD) the ontci-'ra would liuvu to come up tliu 
iiti-]is iinil tliroii<{li tlic aiiiiill C(iiiii>(iiiioii sciitllis, lit 
wliiuli a voiijtlu >if 11)011 cuiilil I'iisily liuvo cut llicm 
down, or iliot tbem lu tbey appeanid. llie oOioeri' 
qunrten and tbe oabin im on the auat floor with the 
bei-th deck o{ tlie oraw, aeparatvd only by bulkhcada, 
and there wae not a marine on board to keep guard 
ftt the doofB, in the gangways, over the spirit room, 
powder mugHzioe, or arm chest. All these plnoest 
und others of haidly inferior importance, have to be 
giiiu'dtHl by the offiuers themaelves, or iatnwted to 
siicli of the putty officers and men us they ooold place 
confidence in. We w»re not permitted to go below, 
but I cuulil easily believe lliat, allowing tufficient 
space between decks for the itccoiumodation of the 
ulliuers and men, tlie hold might be so (K'Supied by 
stores, ammunition, bullast, and the numerous neci«- 
siiries of a sliip of war in actunl service, hs to ImTo 
no place where half a doten conspirators could be 
safely confined, apart from llio crew, even if retain- 
ing them on hoard at nil hud been ponible. In 
short, no ono at all ftrqiinintcd with nmitionl niatters 
can see tlie Somers without being made feelingly 
awnrn of tlie defenceless situation of lliose few of- 
ficers dealing with a crew of ninety persons, of whum 
some were known to be conspirators, while of the 
rest they hardly knew upon whom to rely for aotiTO 
and efficient nid in time of danger. 

Indeed, I would go farther and say that one must 
either luiva been at sen, or he willing to receive some- 
thing on faith from those who have, to judge fnirly of 
this case. The diificulty in the public mind is to be 
flnlisfied thnt there vras such a state of things on 
hoard, after the arreati as would render it all but oer- 
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tain to men of reasonable firmness and discretion, 
that the arrested persons could not be taken into 
port in irons. For this must be made out, or the ex- 
ecation was unjustifiable. I do not yet mean to give 
yoa an opinion upon which I am willing to be held, 
for the facts are not yet all in ; but I should not be 
surprised if the facts and demonstrations which satis- 
fied Mackenzie and his officers should have less elTect 
upon the general observer and reader on shore. The. 
crew were *xnder some fear after the arrest, and 
would be careful not to do any overt act, or commit 
themselves at all, until they were ready to attempt 
the rescue. They would conceal every sign until the 
moment of the outbreak. If the officers had waited 
for that evidence, they would have waited just too 
long for their own mifety, and for the prevention of 
dreadful crimes on the whole ocean. They were 
obliged to judge from a variety of small circum- 
stances, of which some ai*e sit^nilicant only to naval 
mt*n, and others can hardly be made to appoar on 
paper as tln^y did on tho dock. For instance, the 
refusal of throo men to muster. If this was, as tho 
officers believed, a deliberate combinaticm to disobey 
a lawful order, and carried out, it was of itself a 
mutiny, and would forfeit the lives of the parties 
by the martial law: for I know no other dennition 
of mutiny thun would covor that net. It is an open 
defiance of anthoritv, and, connected with the event 
of the others, would alone go far to make out the 
reqtured case. The suspect etl contrivance to cany 
away the mast; the gathering of tho men about the 
mast-head, away from their stations ; their rushing 
aft to the boom-brace, and rcfusnl to go forward when 
ordered ; the crowding into and blocking up of the 
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narrov gangways; tlieir iiogleut aad diaobediLnice of 
orilen; iliat "indescribablu BoniL'lliiiig," wliiuli Mr, 
Perry iiieutioni^d, in tlicir luuks and aiuimer, duuoliiig 
dtffittiiou and {H-cpat-utiim for wurse ; tlm <;oiici-aliiig of 
deadly weupuna iu convenient but seci-et pluct^ ; tlie 
bidiu{{ a dagger in tlie gun cariiHge, near Spi^iicer; 
the iiiidiiigiit alarms; and above all tbo fact of these 
demunit I'll! ions becoming Btixinger, more »|ipiirent| 
and more fi-equeoc ai tbey drew nearar to pon »ud 
tlia chanOBB uf eauspe for the guilty w«re leuming; 
all theae might make out k cue which would Mtwfy 
a oonscieDtious, buinaiM and brave dwo in takiug 
life, when yet a laDdainan, reading the artielea in Um 
iwpoi-a by hia Areside, in the heart vt a ei^, nr- 
miuuled by wHtuhinon, a jtolico and a jmsm eMitla> 
tut, before whom be can ** swear the peaoa " agatiut 
a suspected oiennlter, and linve him pat into the 
"Tomba," might think the jadgment not nutaiiMd 
by evidence of safficient danger. If the offioeta 
were morally (tertatn of an outbreak, which no eon- 
finement could prevent, — recollect, they eoold oall 
in no aid from abroad, — there was no place for re- 
treat, and no concenions would avail tliMn. Mnat 
they then wait the onset and ita ohanoes? Perfaaps, 
80 far aa personal danger to themselves was oon- 
cemed, Mr. Mackenzie and his offioeta would haTS 
been willing to run the risk of the contest, or (aa 
would have been more probable) of being taken by 
surprise and at a diaadvantage, rather than to take 
life beforehand ; but tliey had also a solemn duty aa 
public officers, at all hazards to prevent this veswl's 
becoming a pirate, in the hands of men who would 
' have the power and the will to commit the most 
dreadfol atrooitiea of which we can form any imagi- 
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nation ; and if, from any over-humanity, or a fear of 
the consequences of an execution to themselves pro- 
fessionally, or before the public, or from too much 
confidence in their own power, they had suffered 
tlie conspii-ators to prevail, and the dreadful conse* 
quences had come to our ears — not even the per- 
sonal sufferings and death of these officers would 
have saved their memory from our reproaches. 

On shore life is rarely taken to prevent the com- 
mission of a capital crime (although the law allows 
it when necessary) because there can be usually 
other precautions and means of defence. Not so at 
sea, in a csise like this. 

From what I have heard, there seems to have been 
a strange misapprehension of Mackenzie's report in 
one particular, and which has injured him somewhat. 
It has been said that he told Spencer that if he were 
taken home, wealth and sUition arc all powerful, and 
lie might escape death ; and this is sometimes spoken 
of lis one of the reasons for the execution. 1 knew 
that this could not be so, for it would be murder, 
and no IwtU^r; and I recurred to the report and 
found that the misapprehension was quite evident. 
Spencer said, ** This will kill my mother," or words to 
that effect, and afterwards added that it would in- 
jure his father ; meaning, before the public. To this 
Mackenzie r«»pli(»d, to make it as well for Spencer as 
he could (an indifferent consolation to be sure, but 
the best he could offer), that it would not injure his 
father's reputation so much to have a son executed 
at sea for crime, without liis knowledge, as to luive 
had him succeed, or to have had him brought home 
for trial, had that been possible, for the father would 
naturally, by the instinct of a parent, and from 
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knowledge of the power of wealth and station, en- 
deavor to screen his son, and tlius injure himself. It 
being at the same time perfectly undei*stood between 
them, that Mackenzie considered the execution 
forced upon him by the subsequent acts of the con- 
spirators. 

With us, in Boston, I have heard but one opinion ; 
but in New York there have been some misunder- 
standings and misconstructions, as I think. You will 
not suspect me of inclining in favor of a despotic use 
of power at sea; yet, I assure you, that, having seen 
the Somers, and felt the defenceless situation of the 
oflicers ; knowing that, besides Mackenzie, there was 
but one commissioned officer on board, and that of 
the warrant ollicers, the elder are but young men, 
and the younger but lads ; knowing that there were 
no marines on board, and that some of the forward 
ofTircrs, upon whom great reliance is usually and 
somewhat necessarily placed, were implicated in the 
conspiracy ; that there was no chance for escape, nor 
of aid from abroad, nor in concessions ; and that the 
guilty persons, whether arrested or free, whether dis- 
covered or secret, would naturally make a desperate 
efTort before reaching the land; and rememl)ering the 
public duty the oiGcers had to perform to save the 
lives of those committed to their charge, and to pre- 
vent at all hazards the success of these hostes humani 
generis; I am willing to believe that we shall all 
fmiiUy be satisfied that the execution was an act of 
solemn necessity. \Vi) look for the remaining evi- 
dence with anxious interest. 

April 25. A gentleman by the name of Craney, 
late a lieutenant in the United States Navy, was in- 
troduced to me as wishing to study law in my office. 
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After some conversation, in order to explain to me 
the fact of liis leaving the service, lie gave me the 
history of bis unfortunate difficulty with the Depart- 
ment. It is a most sad story, if he hiis given it cor- 
rectly, and I believe him to have done so. 

lie entered the navy quite young, and toiled up 
to a lieutenancy, which gave him an honorable com- 
petency. While junior lieutenant of the North Caro- 
lina, receiving ship at New York, Captain Spencer of 
the navy, brother of the Secretary of War, came on 
board, bringing with him his nephew Philip Si^ncer, 
who had just received a niidshipman*s warnuit. Mr. 
Craney happened to be offici*r of the deck, and being 
acquainted with Captain Spencer the latter intro- 
duced young Spencer to him, and asked him to assist 
the young beginner, by teaching him the ropes and 
looking after him in various ways. Mr. Craney was 
pleased with the opportunity of befriending the son 
of the Secretaiy of War and nephew of an officer of 
high rank, and ihonglit it might bo an advanUigo to 
himself if the yoinig man turned out well. Soon, 
however, he saw that R|)enc«»r was a bad fellow an<l 
would make him trouble. He had invited him to 
use his state-room and his books whenever he wished 
to, and he found that Spencer had abused this liberty, 
by keeping lights in his state-room after the hour 
allowed, and by keeping bottles of liquor under his 
bureau, with which ho got drunk while Craney was 
in the city. He spoke to Spencer several times about 
it, but it did no good. At length Craney was re- 
ported to the first lieutenant as having a light in his 
state-room aft(»r hours. Craney expbiined the matter 
to the first lieutenant, but nothing Wiis done to the 
son of the secretary. 
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One night Crmaey vaa in hiii bertli asleep, when 
lie wita WHktxl up by a noise unil aav/ Speiiut,-!- in liis 
stute-nwin trying to draw ti buttle from uud«i' some 
pluoa when it seems lio Imtl liiddoii it. Craney 
oi'dered him oat of tlie room. S[ieiicui', wlio a|>- 
pearad to be a UtUe iulxxicutei), auiil ha would go 
whsD ha ohosfl. Craiiey oidertid him out nguin, and 
thoD Spenoer raised his aim and Btnick him u severe 
blow as he lay in hin bertli. Ciancy s|imii^ ont of his 
berth and pushed Spencer from the ruum. Spencer 
resisted, and the noise brought the uKieers down. 
Spencer was ordered ImIow. Tlte next morulng the 
fn-st lieutenant sent for Craney and asked him if he 
intended to report Spencer. Cruncy sitid iio certuiidy 
thout|;ht it his duty to dn no, as tliu olTeiico of titnk- 
ing a supiirior ollicer wjt» the wortit that i^iild o(»;in- 
ou board sJiip. The lioiileimnt tliun Uild him Lhut 
lie wonld advue him hs a friend to do no moiu about 
the matter. That it would do him no good at the 
Department; that Spencer's fi-ieuds were powerful, 
and he had better let it drop. After some relleclion, 
and thinfcii^ that Spemer whs young and after an 
alarm might do l>etter, lie did noUiiiig Fartlier. 

Mr. Craney hiul an uneommoniy ^oo<l sextant, nnd 
had offered to tlie prufeesorof mathematios to explain 
tlid use of it to the midshipmen whom the professor 
was instructing daily in the steerage. One day tlie 
professor asked Craney to go down and explain the 
sextant to the young gentlemen, and having no duty 
on liaiul he ditl so. While llutro, in tho prttM'nco of 
thu professor, ex|>laiiiiiig thu instrument to llie inid- 
shipmen, lie received a violent blow n[wn the side of 
the face, which pushed him backwards in bis chair 
and threw him and the chair over upon the flow. 
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This blow wjia struck by Sponcer, who aime up be- 
hind hiin while engaged looking upon the instrument. 
At the same time with the blow Spencer wrenched 
off Craney's epaulet, tearing off the button, and rip- 
ping down his coat Craney sprang up, but was in- 
stantly seized by a number of those [)rescnt and held 
back, while young Spencer was dragged out of the 
room. 

Allowing himself time to cool, and a season for re- 
flection, Craney reported this and the previous trans- 
action to the Department. (I suppose from what 
f<»ll(>wed that this report had to go through the hands 
of the commander of the ship.) 

Either Captain Spencer or the commander of the /\{ ( [^ 
ship, Cotnmodore Periy, sent for the professor and 
several of the midshipmen present, and learned from 
them that Mr. Craney's report was rather under- 
stiited than otherwise. Commodore Perry then sent 
for Craney an<l tried to persuade him not to ro|>ort 
8|ienccr, telling him that he wouhl do himself no 
good by it, etc. Craney saiil he could not pass over 
it. It was an ofTencc which was punishable even by 
death if a court-martial so ordered, and beitig com- 
mitted in the presence of the midshipmen, and known 
to the whole ship's company, his own honor as well 
as a duty he owed the service required him to do it. 
The Commodore then told him it would be of no use 
as Spencer had been ordered to join the John Adams 
at Boston ; and olTorcd him back his charges, which 
he had not sent to the Department. Mr. Cranoy 
says he instantly saw through this. Captain Spencer, 
finding Craney determined to report his nephew, had 
written to the lad's father and procured orders for 
him lo join another vessel, and prevailed upon Com- 



62 RICHARD HBNRY DANA. Mj.tl. 

moAon Perry to retain tlie clmvgea until Sponcer 
Bbontd be sent away. 

Mr. Craney sttited his opinion very freely, and de- 
manded tbiit Commoiliire I'ciry slmiilJ n-taiii Llie or- 
den antil tlie dutrguu cuuld be sent to Wasliington 
and Spenci^r arrested. Tiiis tlio Cominodoru refused 
to do, Mytng that he iiiuat obey his uiders frum lliu 
Department. 

Mr. Cnuiey then wrote a letter to the Secretary of 
the Navy, dttiiiling the whole tiananclion. To this 
be received a lepty Blighting the wliolo matter, and 
treatiog Craney, as he thought, in a veiy insoleut 
and ooiiteinptnuiia manner. To this, I think, but am 
not Bure, Oiatiey replied. At all events, it ended in 
Cmney'a being suspended, and S|H-iieer sent upon a 
cruise in the John Adanm. Criinoy n-miiiiied ena- 
pended for weeks on hoard the North Carolina. Ho 
had bet'n insnlted and openly assitulteil by an in- 
ferior offlcer ; himself and the service in his person 
had been disgrnced, and Justine and satipfaction had 
been refiiHed him ; and all beeanse of the inflnt-nce 
of yonnf; Sjirncer's powi-rfni friondA. Those rcllee- 
tiooBBO Wore upon Craticy thut ho l>i>o:imn ill. Ilia 
pent-np indignation and In.i wiiunili-d fm'lingi* iillowed 
bim no rest. Under the influence of these feeling* 
be sent in bis resi^atinn, which was aocepted. 

After twelve or fonrteen years of the prime of his 
llftt spent in the service, and almost nnlitteil for any- 
thinf; else, be wtis thrown ont npon the world. 

Not long after liia n>sign:itii>n tlio news of th(^ pxe- 
cntion of ynnnfr Spencer by Mackenue, on board the 
Somers, reached Americjv. 

Snch is the story of Mr. Craney. It has made my 
heart aobe for him. It is too strongly flavored with 
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injustice, the triumph of wrong and the suffering of 
innocence not to call out sympathy and interest for 
the subject of it. 

Whether he has exaggerated the story, or not, I 
have no certain means of knowing; but I never heard 
a story told in a more precise, methodical and calm 
manner; subsequent events as to Spencer show its 
probability, and Craney impressed me very favorably 
for calmness, self-respect and candor.^ 

February 10. At Mr. Ticknor*s in the evening, 
with S. We had the usual company of D wights, 
Eliots, Guilds, Mrs. Norton (the loveliest of the 
post-meridian ladies) and her two lovely daughters, 
Fanny Appleton [Mrs. Longfellow], dressed in black 
and looking like a princess, reserved and self-pos- 
sessed, Dr. Howe, Ilillard, Leonard Woods, Theodore 
Lyman, Nathan Appleton, Prescott (Ferdinand and 
Isabella), Miss Julia Ward [Mi*s. Howe] of New 
York, etc. 

Mr. Ticknor told me the following anecdote of John 
Adams, which I believe to be literally true, from Mr. 
Ticknor^H great ac(;nracy in all such niiillorH, and I 
am sure 1 give his very words. He said that he took 
an English gentleman out to call upon Mr. Adams 
at Quincy, during the year 1825, just before his 
death, and while the election of his son (J. Q.) was 

^ Wfllinm CmiH^y vrtw appoinffHl a midshipman 23 May, 1832; a 
poand miclfiliipmnn 23 finite, IH^iS; ho wan dJMiiissDd the Bervice 31 
May, 1830, by order of the Secretary of the Navy, J. K. Panlding, for 
reaflons specified in a letter, a copy of -which was filed in the Depart- 
ment ; he waK reinstated and appointed midshipman 3 September, 
1841 ; and resig^ned 15 February, 1842. While tlie statements made 
by Craney to Dana, and which at the time impressed the latter so 
much, may he trne so far as Philip Spencer was concerned, the letter 
of Sccret^iry rantdiii^ above rofernjd to, thon^h relating to other and 
earlier iraiisactions, should be read in connection with them. 
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nndetenaiiicil. The old man witli (ns Mr. Tirkimr 
called it) liU Iiiibittml iiidiHcteliun, talkeil {xiliLii's. 
As the election de|ieii(led mostly upon tliu volu uf 
Nev York stiite, Mr. Ticknor, to kuep up tlie coit- 
TeraatitHi, SMd, " Mr. PreMdant, ham dg jroK Udak 
New York vitl go?" At tbia the old b«d dmr 
liimself Dp and answered, ** Sir, I have known Kew 
York, man and boy, aerenty yean, and abe baa al- 
wHya been tbe Deril'i own inoomprdMMibte.*' . . 

April 8. Spent the foiwioan in Mart henring 
ChoAte and Dexter in United StatM 9. Le Ciov. 
indicted for withholding proriaiona from Us onv* 
Chotite made a good Hrgnmait, bat flowery, omo 
strained and extramgaiit. Dexter waa admirable. 
That man always seeles to come down upon ilia eaai. 
He aeeme to be a gentleman praotiaing law* and not 
a mere lawyer. Calm, aoniteous, tibeml and bigli> 
minded man. 

A very troublesome case of profeaaitmal dHBoal^ 
has been harassing me fw a week or two. A capita 
and mate of a merchant Tessel were com{riained o( for 
causing the death of the steward, a poor negro. The 
facts, as testified to by tbe man at tbe preliminary 
examination, were these: — That the master and 
mate flogged the steward badly abont foar p. M. for 
insolence, etc That the steward then went aboot his 
businessfor an hourortwo. That he waa again, about 
eight P. M., flogged, kioked and beaten badly by tbe 
master alone, so bndty as would have caused tlie death 
of many men, as tlie crew believed. That ^fter tliis 
last beating the captain ordered tbe mate t4> assist in 
taking the steward into the cabin. The mate did to. 
They lifted him in, he groaning like a dying man. 
After this tiie crew taw no nwn. There were no 
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|iH88eiiger8, and no one in the aibin but ilie master 
and officers. The second mate was in iiis state-room, 
and swore that he knew nothing of the matter. Tlie 
next mciniing, when the cook went to call the stew- 
ard, lie found him dead. Tlie cook told the master 
and officers, and they went to his berth, and there 
found a glass stopple. They then went to the medi- 
cine chest, and the laudanum bottle was missing. 
They then miid that the steward poisoned himself. 
The crew doubted this story. 

The preliminary examination took place, and the 
master and mate were bound over to appear before 
the Grand Jury. In the interval the mate came to 
me and told me that ho wished to iwk my advice and 
to retain me as his counsel. lie Siiid he had a dis- 
tinct defence from his captsiin, and must have separate 
ailvice and defence. lie then told me con6dentiaUy, 
as his counsel, the whole story. When he had assisted 
the niast<*r in taking the steward into the cabin, they 
set him in a chair and found him dead. The cap- 
tain then ssiid, '' Then I am in difficulty. You nmst 
assist me." They then took the steward, laid him in 
his berth, the captain got the laudanum bottle from 
the medicine chest, poured out the laudanum, and 
placed the empty bottle and stopple by the side of 
the berth, and then thev went to bed. 

This was the rase. All the facts testified toby the 
crew sustained its probability. It was stated sol- 
emnly, and wns somewhat unfavoniblc to the com- 
municator of it. Here thru was, as I could not doubt, 
a case of manslaughter, if not of murder. Yet my 
knowledge of the facts came to me in the sacred char- 
acter of a ])rofc8si()nal communication. I could not 
use them against my client. The law, as well as my 
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own sense of juBtice iind of the reason grouuiled ia 
the policy of the profession, would forbid my divulg- 
ing it. Unless a man can be Siife in making a com- 
munication to his counsel, there would be an end of 
defences against every charge. I had received it, too, 
from a man who had a right and was able to keep his 
own secret under the implied, if not express, promise 
of secrecy. On the other hand, unless some use was 
made of the mate's testimony, the master would go 
unpunished. I did all in my power to persuade tlie 
mate to go to the prosecuting o£Scer and divulge the 
story, and promised liiin my assistance, and assured 
him that he would be safe ; but he would not become 
staite's evidence, and he said it would ruin him with 
his employers, who wore connected with the master, 
and being a foreigner he had nowhere else to look 
for sup|)ort. 

In this state I had to stand by and see the case 
changed from a charge of homicide to one of mere 
assault and battery for want of sufFicient evidence. I 
did, several times, in conversation, express a strong 
opinion to a prosecuting oihcer, grounded on the evi- 
dence in court alone, however, that an indictment for 
manslangliter would be sustaiined against the master. 
But he^would not risk it. 

The trial comes on this week. I am to defend the 
mate ; and that I can do with a clear conscience, for 
I believe him innocent even of an unjustifiable as- 
sault; but to stand by in silence and see a guilty 
man escape, when the weapon to convict him is in my 
own hand, is hard indeed. 1 have struggled against 
a desire to divulge, in some secret manner, the truth 
and the means of getting at it to the prosecuting 
officer. But I feel it would be wrong. I am merely 
unfortunate in possessing this painful knowledge. 
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Aiffil 4. Mr. AIIhU)!! cliiied nt Chestnut Streot. 
I met biiu in the afternoon, accidentally, at Mr. Dex- 
ter*8 oflBce. It was deligiitful to hear Dexter, who 
the day before was in the height of forensic contest, 
quietly and with real feeling and zeal talking over 
the beauties of art with Mr. Allston. 

May 6. On coming to my oiQce, I found among 
the arrivals the Alert from San Diego, California, 
125 days. I hastened down to the wharf and found 
her just hauling in. The crew had been allowed to 
go ashore at night, and the dockyard men were haul- 
ing in the ship. The captain and mates were on 
bosird. 

She looked just as she did when I made her my 
home, being painted in the same manner, with the 
same rigging and spars. There was the same new 
mizzen rigging upon which we worked at Monterey, 
the same blocks through which we had hauled ropes 
so many months, the wheel at which we had stood 
hour after hour, and every other familiar sign. 

1 went into the forecsistle. It had been enlarged 
by throwing in two berths on each side and a space 
abaft the chain locker, but all else was the same. 
There was my berth, and in the forecastle I happened 
to find a man who had occupied the same for the 
whole of this voyage, which had been three years 
and three months. I fell into conversation with him, 
and learned from him a good deal of news about the 
coast. He insisted upon my accepting from him two 
shells which he h<i(l got at Monterey. 

From the forecastle I went to the cjibin, and there 
saw Cjiptnin Phelps and Mr. Everett the chief male. 
The csiptain said he h.ul brought home all his crew 
except one, who was drowned at Santa Barbara. 
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In the afternoon two of the crew came to my office, 
and we spent Beveral hours talking over California. 

June 1. This day and yesterday I have been in 
and out occasionally the anti- slavery convention. 
Nothing can exceed the wildness and fanaticism of 
that collection of people. During these two days 
they have been discussing a resolution offered by a 
man named Foster to the effect that the Christian 
church and ministry should be overthrown, and must 
be before the abolition of slavery can be looked for. 
More than one half of the speakers advocated the 
resolution, and nothing cam exceed the bitterness and 
vulgarity of their attticks upon the church and clergy. 
Of those who op|)08ed the adoption of the resolution, 
only one, the Uev. 8. J. May, ventured to defend 
churches and clergymen. All the others vied with 
the supporters of the resolution in abusing these insti- 
tutions, but contended against the expediency of the 
anti-slavery society, as such, embroiling itself in a 
controversy with the churches and clergymen. Two 
conceited, shallow-pated negro youths, named Remond 
and Douglass, were among the chief speakers. They 
seemed to have been entirely spoiled by the nc»tice 
taken of them, and evidently had but little strength 
of mind by nature. The expression of conceit was 
so evident upon their countenances as to be perfectly 
laughable. They were battling the watch with Gar- 
rison, Phillips, May, etc., as they called these gentle- 
men, for all titles of courtesy, such as Mr., the gentle- 
man, etc., are dropped by these radicals. Two or 
three women also spoke, but their speeches were 
pjiinful from the sense they gave one of incoherency 
and excitement almost amounting to insanity. 

Phillips is a gentleman and a scholar, and speaks 
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Bucb. May speaks calmly and sensibly. Garrison 
has logic uijJ force, but is a fanatic by constitutiun, 
bHHbl hater of everything eatablished and traditional, 
and an infidel and socialist. Phillips, however, advo- 
cates exciting the blacks to insurrection and war. 
All the other spnikers are a nest of ignorant, fanati- 
cal, heated, narrow-miuded men. 

The resolution was rejected by a vote of eighty to 
fifty, but it was rejected on the ground of expedi- 
ency. There was evidently hardly a person in the 
society who did not agree with the general tenor of 
the resolution. 

The elements of which this convention was com- 
posed are dreadful. Heated, narrow-minded, self- 
willed, excited, unchristian, radical energies set to 
work upon a cause which is good, if rightly managed, 
but which they have made a hot-bed for forcing into 
growth the most dangerous doctrines to both church 
and state. They are nearly all at the extreme of 
radicalism, socialism, and infidelity. 

Just as the convention sidjourned a deplorable, 
lo<iking man uiiiionnciHl that in the evening llioro 
would be a convention at the CImrdon Street chapel 
to discuss the subject of the right of men to hold 
property, and the reorganization of society, — "very 
simple subjects," he added. 

In the evening I went to this convention, and there 
we had a new exhibition of radicalisu). The speak- 
ers took the ground that no man had a right to any 
private property, not even to the products of his own 
industry. They were answered by a man named 
Ballon, who wound them up completely by putting 
questions to them which they had to answer ex tem- 
pore. In this way he made them take the ground 



TO niCBARD BBSBtY DASA. Xr.WI. 

bfaat Ml idle man, or ft rubber, who could work mad 
woold nut, lisd tbe tanw riglit to my orup whkh I 
had planted aiid eat aa I had mjaelf. 'iliia apMfe 
tliem wiUi the audience, and raised a ahoat of ap- 
plaose for Mr. Balioa. Upon thia I bft. 

June 12. Thia being little Sally's birthday, we 
all went and apent tbe afternoon with Hra. Atkina in 
Roxbury — 3. and her mother and Olive, Elizubeth 
and myself. Mrs. Atkins and the chitdioi were ile- 
lighted toBeenfl,and we hud Hcharming lime. After 
the long rains thesnn had come out olaai- and bright, 
and nothing oould exceed the freihneaB uf tbe air uud 
tbe riohnesa of the foliage. Sarah waa in liigli spirits, 
and enjoyed herself like a child. After tua, loiidi^ 
vitli great bnnches of (lowers, we returnod autuly to 
town. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WASHINGTON ALLSTON. 

Washinoton Allston had married [1830] a sister of 
the elder Dana ; his first wife, Ann Channing, a sister of 
William Ellery Channing, having died in London in 1815. 
Connected with them by both marriages, the family rela- 
tions between him and the Danos were naturally close, and 
the younger Richard often visited the artist's studio. After 
one of these visits, made in company with liis wife on Uie 
22d of April, 1843, he thus recorded liis impressions : — 

Mr. Allston had been reading the ^^ Quarterly's " 
review of Dickens' ** American Notes," and the " Ab- 
erdeen Correspondence," etc. lie is less of a republi- 
can than cvrr, and says that if thin^^ go on as they 
pnmiiso now " in eighty years tlierc will not be a 
gentloman h^ft in the country." lie says that the 
manners of gentility, its courtesies, deferences, nnd 
graces are passing away from among us. Whether 
they pass away or no, he is a good specimen of them. 
Born of a distinguished family in Carolina, and 
edncatcd into the feelings and habits of agrntleman, 
with a noble nature, a beantifnl countenance, and 
gniceful person, what else could he be ? 

No picture is more pleasing to my heart and fancy 
than to see Mr. Allston, seated at his parlor fire in 
tlie evening, after a day sp»*nt in his studio, liis rya 
resting meditatively upon the fire, his beautiful coun- 
tenance marked with taste and thought, the smoke 
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from his cigar going up in little clouds and mingling 
among llio gray curU of his hair, and then rising, to 
etherealize the whole, with the social glass of wine 
on the table which he has placed before his visitor, — 
the whole is painted with warm colors in my mind. 

About two o'clock on tlie morning of Sunday, July 9 of 
the same year, Dana was awakened by a loud ringing of 
the door-bell of the house in West Cedar Street, Boston, 
where he Uien lived, and in answer to his inf|ulry a man 
below informed him that he was needed at Cambridge^iort 
immediately, — that Mr. Allston was dead. 

It went to my heart like a chip of thunder. For 
the first time in my life I was confused upon an 
alarm. I could hardly brealhe. In tinu) I wais 
dressed and in the slreet. 'I'he night air was chilly, 
and the stroels were as still ns death. The nuin Inul 
been to call up Ned at Chestnut Street, and we 
waited for him. In a moment we ht^ard the fall of 
footsteps, and Ned came up to us. We got into the 
chaise and rode out, with hardly a word spoken. 
Ned said, ^^ I left him at nine, sitting at his tea-table. 
Almost the last thing I heard him do wsis to ask a 
blessing at his table." 

We rea(died the house. I saw a light in his back 
parlor, where he always sat, but none up-&tairs. 
Where can he be ? Where did he die ? We opened 
the door. Aunt Betsey met ns in the entrj'. She 
said a few words. lie was in the back room. I 
went to the door and just saw his body lying along 
the rug in front of the fire, and Aunt S. and Ked by 
his side. I could not, for my life, have gone up to 
the body. I went to the other end of the room and 
looked out of the window. I moved to the other 
window, but could not go up to it. Never did I force 
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myself more than when I moved gradually and fear- 
fully up to it. And there he lay. The men who 
were called in had placed him upon the rug in front 
of his fire-place. Excepting that his neckerchief 
had been removed, he Wiis dressed as usual, his gray 
and white curls lay about his forehead and shoulders, 
and his sublime countenance with*closed eyes was 
turned upward. His candles were burning upon the 
table ; by the side of them lay his spectacles ; the 
remnant of his last cigar was upon the corner of the 
mantel-piece where he always placed it, another un- 
touclMul which he had tnken out to use next lay near 
it; a small plate as usual held the ashes of his cigar, 
and a few books, none of them, however, 0|)cn, lay 
upon the table and mantel-piece. Mrs. Allston had 
been taken up-stairs. . • . 

July 10. The funeral services began at half past 
seven in the evening, being put late that we might 
have a veil of evening to keep the mourners from the 
common gsize. . . . 

The service at the house was performed by Aunt 
Martha^s [Mrs. Allston] clergyman, the Rev. Mr. 
Albro, while the church service was to be read at the 
tomb by Dr. Vinton of St. Paul's Church, Boston, at 
which church Mr. Allston had been confirmed, and of 
which he had never ceased to be a member. . . . 

The procession passed by Mr. Albro's church and 
the old Trowbridge house, in Mr. Allston's road to 
church, and thence by the Brighton bridj^e street to 
the grave-yard. When we renclied thn ground it wjis 
about half past eight. There were a great many as- 
sembled in the yard about the tomb, and the sexton 
stood with his lantern. TIkj moon was Ktrng^ling 
through the clouds and making deep shadows from 
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the grave-stones and monuments. The whole was a 
most impressive scene. The coffin was placed at the 
gravels mouth, the mourners gathered about it, tlie 
men stood uncovered, and the solemn service of the 
church Wiis read. The preacher's voice, which is 
unusually good, sounded like a voice of promise from 
above, uttering words of hope and consolation. At 
the words ^^ earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to 
ashes," some earth was dropped upon the colli n, and 
sounded fearfully and ominously to our ears. Yet 
the adminible church service seems to sanctify every 
portion of what attends the burial, even the throwing 
the earth upon the coffin. At the ** Amen,'' the 
bearers raised the coffin and entered the tomb, and 
we left the yard. The moon was shining brightly 
when we reached liome. . . . 

July 11. A letter from Mr. Dexter saying that 
he did not hear of the death until after the funeral 
and expressing his regret. 

Sumner called with reference to a monument to 
Mr. Allston. Judge Story had been quite urgent 
about it. Judge S., Mr. Dexter, Ilillard, and Sum- 
ner are to control it. Colonel Perkins will head it. 
Braekett says he has made a very good cast, and 
seems quite encouraged. 

At the time of his death, as for years before, Allston was 
working, or was supposed, and, indeed, supposed himself to 
be working, on his great picture of Belshazzar's Feast, now 
preserved in an unfinished condition in the Boston Mnseum 
of Fine Arts. The picture was in the studio when Allston 
died, though no mortal eye but his own would seem for years 
to have looked upon it. The following entries relate to it : — 

Father and I called upon Uncle Edmund [T. Dana] 
with reference to the picture. We agreed to meet at 
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the painting room to-morrow at four p, M., with Mr, 
John Greenough to assist us. 

July 12. At four p. m. we assembled to enter the 
painting room and *^ break the seal " of the great 
picture. An awe had been upon my mind as though 
I were about to enter a sacred and mysterious place. 
I could hardly bring my mind to turn the koy. We 
tried to prepare for the worst, so that nothing could 
disappoint us. But to enter this solemn place, so 
long and so lately filled with his presence and the 
home of his glorious thoughts and his painful emo- 
tions, the scene of his distresses when no human eye 
saw, and few human spirits can comprehend I I 
tiirncil the key and 0])cnod the outer door. We stood 
an instant in the porch ; but Greenough, whose en- 
thusiasm and interest far surpassed any awe he might 
feel, rushed in. There before us was spread out the 
great sheet of painted canvas, — but dimmed, almost 
obscured by dust and marks and lines of chalk. The 
eye ran across the picture for the main figures. 
Daniefl stood erect. The queen was there. But where 
the kijig should have been, where Daniel's eyes were 
fixed, was a shroud, a thickly painted coat, effectu- 
ally blotting out the whole figure. We stood for 
some minutes in silence. ** How could he have done 
it ? " said Uncle E. ** He told me he had finished 
the king and was satisfied with it." **Oli, in some 
momept of darkness, he swept it all off." P^ather 
looked at it and said, ^* That is his shroud." It was 
indeed a most solemn tragedy that this revealed. 
We felt that this had killed him. Over this he had 
worn out his enf<*el>l(»d frame and his paralyzed spirit, 
until he luul sunk nndc^r it. The ajxoniea ho had en- 
dured here no tongue can tell I There in the left of 
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the picture the large figures of three Chaldean sooth- 
Bayers had been chalked over for alteration, the head 
of Daniel had been chalked, and there were marks for 
altenition upon the face of the queen. Some of the 
pillars at the left of the picture had also chalk marks 
upon them. The steps upon which he painted were 
placed so as to bring him against the face of the ma- 
gicians, and by looking carefully we saw marks of 
fresh paint recently laid on upon the face of the 
magician nearest Daniel. There then had been his 
last work. To the latest moment he had labored 
upon this great work. He had almost died with his 
pencil npon it. Six hours before his death his pen- 
cil was on this picture. The right hand of Daniel 
was incomplete. lie had told both mo and my fa- 
ther that this hand was psiinted open ; that Stuart» 
to whom ho had Mhowii tlio picturo, had told him lo 
paint Daniel's right hand clenched, to express more 
intensity of feeling, and that he had altered it to 
please Stuart, or in deference to his judgment. But 
no sooner had he done so than he felt, what he had 
anticipiited at the time, that it destroyed that idea. 
Daniel was not to be impasHioned or intensely ox- 
cited. Ilia attitude was to be that of calm sublimity, 
and in contrast with the varieties of excitement por- 
trayed about him. . . . The handwriting npon the 
wall was not finished.^ 

We found ourselves delicately situated. Tli.e pic- 
ture had been partly paid for, and had been conveyed 
by a legal instrument to the subscribers. It w^ |)er- 

1 Afterwards we saw that Allston had a grander conception. The 
writing was not to be yisible to the spectator. A flood of supymatnral 
light from between the columns, and the direction of all eyes indicated 
the place, out of sight, where the mytterions writing was. iNoto In 
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lia])n, tlion, partly tlicirs; or, at le.'ist, tlicy liail a 
contingent interest in it. We could not well pro- 
ceed without reference to tbem. Yet, covered as the 
picture was with dirt and chalk marks, and with the 
king painted out, without cleaning. Tarnish, or 
frame, the proprietors, not artists, would not under- 
stand or value the picture, and it would be vain and 
an injustice to Mr. Allston's reputation to subject it 
to such a test. Would it not be wiser to call in one 
or two persons on whose judgment we could rely, 
and in whom the proprietors would also place confi- 
dence, and let them give their advice? We thought 
it would. Having determined this point, wo had no 
dilliculty in deciding who those persons should be. 
Mr. AUston had always relied more upon the judg- 
ment and was more willing to trust his work and his 
relations to the public and to the proprietors of his 
pictures to the good taste and discretion of Mr. War- 
ren Dutton and Mr. Franklin Dexter, than to any 
other persons. We felt that in selecting them we 
shonld follow the wishes of the deceased hotter than 
by any other course. We agreed accordingly that 
they should be invited immediately to see the pic- 
ture. 

July 18. Called upon Mr. Dexter. He had a de- 
sign for engraving all of Allston^s sketches and un- 
finished pictures in a volume, as outlines, to bo. called 
Allston*s Compositions. I told him of our determina- 
tion to consult him and Mr. Dutton about the picture. 
He seemed much gnitified and agreed to meet us at the 
room at any time Mr. Dutton should say. . . . Oo- 
ing up the street, I passed a tall, intellectual looking 
man, with such a face and manner as one does not see 
every day. I thought it might be he, but passed on. 
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I next met Mr. Dexter, with a green bag under his 
arm, at the comer of Summer Street. He proposed 
returning. I told him I had met such and such a man. 
*^ Oh, that's he I overhanging gray brows, and a stetB 
expression, — looks like a dragon. That 's the man.** 
We went back and found Mr. Dutton. After some 
conversation it was agreed to meet at the room at four 
P. M. of the next day. Both the gentlemen showed 
a great interest in the subject and a very ready seal. 

July 14. Friday. Went out to the Port. Spied 
Uncle Edmund and Mr. Greenough going towards tiie 
room. There we found Mr. Dutton, waiting. Mr. 
Dexter soon arrived, and we went in together. By 
the use of a sponge with tepid water the picture had 
been brought out a great deal, and looked like quite 
another thing. After nearly two hours s|)ent in its 
examination, we made efforts with spirits of turpen- 
tine to remove the shroud from the king. The spirits 
had a little effect upon the extremes, but none in die 
centre. It was then agreed among us all to make 
an attempt the next day with the proper materials 
and solvents, under the care of Mr. Greenough, Mr. 
Dexter being present. 

Mr. Dutton, of one part of the picture, said, " I 
have seen nothing in Titian equal to that, for color.** 
And speaking of the group of females between 
Daniel and the soothsayers, he said, *^ I have never 
seen a group equal to that, except in Rubens^ Descent 
from the Cross ; and this is botU^r than Rubens' for 
drawing, and not inferior to it in color." All agrot^l 
that that group was a wonderful composition and 
wonderfully colored. They said that for color it had 
not been surpassed by anything in art. 

On going away Mr. Dexter said, *^ I can say that 
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my expectations have been fully equalled." *^ Mine 
have been more than equalled," said the enthusiastic 
(jreenough. To this Dexter answered, ^^ It would 
be difficult for roe to say that anything could have 
surpassed my expectations of this work." 

Mr. Dexter having Hgreed to meet Mr. Greenough 
at tho room the next morning at twelve, we seim- 
rated. 

July 15. Called upon Doggett, the picture-frame 
maker, to know if he had seen the picture. He told 
me that about fifteen years ago, when the picture was 
in Pearl Street, he called and measured it for its 
frame. That then the principal figures were finished. 
1 questioned as to the dress of each. He said the 
king seemed to be finished, and was dressed in a cloth 
of gold. This corresponded exactly with John Green- 
ough's description. ^ 

In the evening Ned cnme in and said they had been 
through many alternations of feelings nt the room, 
(jirccnough tried his solvent, and it had some olTect, 
but seemed to bring out the glazing of tho form be- 
neath and he was obliged to stop. Mr. Dexter, after 
considering it attentively for some time, sent for some 
spirits of wine, mixed them with turpentine and ap- 
plied a little with his finger, carefully. This evi- 
dently produced some effect, but Mr. Dexter declined 
doing anything further, and suggested that the pro- 
prietors of the picture should be got together, and 
their authority should be obtained before any further 
experiments shonld l>o tried with the picture. 

July 17. Another interview with Dexter. He is 
oppressed by the unfinished state of the picture and 
the confusion arising from the evident clianpje of plan. 
Yet he says it is a great picture, that the figures have 
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haunted Iiim ever since, tbat he cannot get them fit>ni 
his mind, and that there is nothing in the art superior 
to some parts of this picture. 

July 19. This afternoon, by agreement, Mr. Dex« 
ter and Mr. Dutton came out to see the sketches, 
which they had not seen before, and to look again 
at the picture, in order to form an opinion as to 
whetlier tlie paint can be removed from the king, 
and whether, if removed, the king will correspond 
with the rest of the picture as it now is. . . • 

We spent some time in the room. Dexter sees 
great signs of change in the light and point of sight 
which he fears will involve the perspective in confu* 
sion. He seems almost in despair. Dutton is more 
confident, and thinks Unit if the king can be brought 
out, the picture ought to be exhibited. They both 
feel most sensibly the power 9l the pictura. Mr. 
Dutton said he had dreamed of it, and had it before 
him nearly all his waking hours. 

July 25. Tuesday. Mr. Dexter shows a letter 
from S. F. B. Morse ^ in which he consents to come 
and see the picture, at the request of Mr. D. and 
ourselves, and that he shall be here Wednesday or 
Thni-sday. 

26. Morse says it is a grand work. It grows upon 
him. . . . 

Morse and Dexter and Uncle Edmund discussed 
the perspective very fully. There has been a change 
in the point of sight, and a partial change of design, 

' Bofore ooiicoiviiifif (bo idoa of iliu olocti-io roitonliii^; tu1of»Tn|>1i 
[1832J Professor Morse had won (Ustinciioii as an artist and sculptor. 
Thongh twelve years younger tlian AHston, Morse had accompanied 
him to London when he returned tliere in 1811, and had tliere studied 
in the Royal Academy under Benjamin West. His early efforts in 
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the alterations necessarily consequent upon which 
have not been fully carried out. Therefore, there is 
an apparent confusion and evident want of complete- 
ness. Morse says that every line and every chalk 
mark must be preserved, in order to show the inten- 
tions of Allston. . . . 

As to the king, Morse says that he ssiw the picture 
about two years ago, and tliat then the king's head 
was finished and open. That the figure <vas painted 
over. Both he and Mr. D. say that the king must 
have been painted over, not from dissatisfaction with 
the conception, but in order to enlarge the figure, to 
do which had become necessary from alti'ring the 
point of sight. He had begun to raise the Chaldeans 
in the extreme right, and would then have raised the 
king in the left. The right hand of the king, lately 
painted but unfinished, is for the larger figure. It 
would not probably corre8[>ond with the figure under 
the enibrorio. The queen's figure, about the waist, 
is not finished. Daniel's shoulder is incoui[)lcte. The 
Chahlcnns are qiiit<i chaotic, and the style of thccapi- 
tilsfif the Front eoluntns had born changed from the 
sketch and from that of back columns, in the rear of 
the hall. * Morse agrees that he last painted on the 
head of that soothsayer who has his front face toward 
the spectator. 

c/fi/y 28. Set off this morning at seven o'clock in 
the Western cars, for Hartford and Wethersfield, 
with R., little Sally, and nurse, to leave them there 
for a montira visit, and to spend a few days with 
them mvself. . . . 

At Springfield went to Warrener's to dine. There 
found Mr, Ticknor and his wife and daughter nnd 
Mr. Win. Gardiner. Mr. Ticknor took me one 8i<le, 
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and asked with great interest after the pictore and 
Mr. Allston*s matters. lie had been absent ever 
since the death. He hud known, as a secret, from 
Allston, two ye;u*8 ago, tliat the king hud Inien psiUited 
over, and he suid Mr. Allston told him within a year 
(I think it was) that he bad at last fixed upon his 
final design with which he was satisfied, and that he 
shouhl ne.ver change it. Mr. Ticknor asked him if 
he might not alter his plan in some parts which 
woiiKl make hibor for him ; to whicli Mr. Allston 
replied that it was impossible. Told Mr. Ticknor 
that I should call upon him in Boston as soon as I 
returned. 

Tho Rtron^ iinprcsfiion which Allston's individna^ty had 
made u|M>n Dsuia did not dhninitili with the la|i8o uf iimu* 
On the contrary, in 1852, nine yoara after tlio artist's dootli, 
a house in Cauibridgeport in wiiich he hml lived nnmy years 
was destroyed by lire. The incident freslily revived Dana's 
reminiscences connected with it, and he thus referred to 
Albton in his diary : — 

1852. Avffust 20. During the three yeai-s and a 
half I was a student at Cambridge, afti>r my return 
from sea, my Senior year and my two and one half 
years in the I^iw School, it was my habit to spend 
there one evening every week. I walked down about 
dusk, for his dinner hour was after dark, lie had 
closed his painting room after a day of exquisite or 
tormenting, lacerating or soothing labor, the candles 
in their silver sticks were shining over his table cov- 
cre<l with a pure white cloth, decked with a few 
dishes, his never failing decanter of Madeira, and 
after a warm salutation we sat down at table. His 
dress was n blue coat with gilt buttons, drab panta- 
loons, a rich brown or bufif waistcoat, and a white 
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cravat; while his hair, l^eautiful even in age with the 
various tints of gray and waving curls, crowned the 
exquisite beauty of liis regular but animated features. 
His day*8 work, be it fortunate or unfortunate, is 
over. There is nothing more for liiin to do but to 
enjoy case and pleasant society. The meal is pro- 
tracted, and no claim of helping or beting helped is 
permitted to interfere with anecdote or criticism. 

When the dinner is removed, the glasses remain, 
and a small pLite containing his evening cigar. When 
this was lighted, and he had leaned back in his chair, 
and the wreathed smoke arose like a )mlo about his 
curling hair, so close to it in color and [orm and 
lightness that you hardly knew which was ascending 
into the air, — then the beauty and the dream of life 
seemed truly to have begun. 

Take him for all in all, I ne'er shall look upon his 
like again I 

The exquisite moral sense, the true spintuality, 
the kindlineas and courtesy of heart as well as of 
manncM', the corrcs|)on(Iing external olcganco, the ele- 
vation above the world and the men and thin<xs of it 
— where have these ever been so combined before ? 
The wine of life is drawn. 



CHAPTER V. 

VAOATTON BABfBLES. — THE I8LBS OF 8H0AI£. 

Towards the middle of August, feeling worn out by con- 
stant oilice work in the midst of intense heat, Dana deter- 
mined to go to the Isles of Shoals for a few days of complete 
relaxation in that sea air he loved so well. The Shoab, so 
familiar now, were then almost unknown as a place of sum- 
mer resort. The Ix'ightons had just begun their purchases, 
and the islands, inhabited only by a fishing pojiuhition, were 
in the primitive condition which had been unbroken for 
nearly two centuries. There was no house of entertainment 
yet ui)on them. Dana*s long account of tliis visit is full of 
freshness, and the fact that the Shoals have since become the 
resort of thousands every summer gives to what he wrote 
in those earlier days a peculiar interest now : — 

1843. Aufjust 15. Tuesday. Woke up and found 
it raining. Gave up my plan for going to the Isles 
of Shoals. Went down to breakfast in town and 
found it clearing off. By ten it was a sultry, close 
day. Determined again to go. Sent for my clotheB, 
hurried through my business, left directions to Ned 
and Pe(;k, rusht'd home, threw a few things into my 
tnmk and valise, and hurried off. Just reached the 
steamer at eleven. It was the Telegi*aph, bound to 
Portsmouth. Tlie run down in her was very pleas- 
ant, and the sea air, as usual, set me up at once. I 
walked the deck, to and fro, nearly the whole passage, 
and felt the freedom of having no labor to perform. 
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and only to follow the will and thought or dream of 
the moment. As we neared Cape Ann our tiller 
rope parted, and in shipping the tiller aft I rendered 
some service by moving a tackle for the tiller, which 
introduced me to the pilot, and obtained for me an 
invitation to the wheel-house, where I spent an hour 
or so learning the points of land, their bearings, dis- 
tances, etc. We took off passengers at Rockport, and 
went quite near to Pigeon Cove. This put it into 
my head to stop at the Cove on my way back. 

Passed the Isle of Shoals, so-called, although they 
arc a group of seven high, rocky islands. The light- 
house and the meeting-house were distinctly visible. 
IU*ached Portsmouth at five P. M., after a very pleas- 
ant run. . . . 

Auffust 16. Engaged a boat to take me to ** the 
Shoals,*' to start at ten. . . . The boatman's name 
was Jackson, and his boat's the Temperance. On 
our way down he pointed out the chief landmarks, 
and gave nie much int<;resling information. After 
psissing the Whale's Back and sti>ering for the Shoals, 
which were barely in sight, I took the helm, and he 
went to slec*]) in the bottom of the boat. As I neared 
the easternmost island. Duck Island, a large wood 
sloop tried to go to windward of me. Being on 
the stiirboard tack and she on the larboard, I kept on 
and p:issed across her hawse. We ciiino so near, how- 
ever, that the noise of the water nmlcn* the sloop's 
bows woke up Jackson, who started to see a heavy 
sloop so near upon him. After lookinj^ about a few 
minutes he took another nap, and I wak^d him as we 
came round Duck Island. I kept the helm and 
steered by his directions through the channel be- 
tween Hog and Smutty Nose Islands and into the 
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cove of Star Island, where he was to h'ave me. Tiie 
prospect was not very encouraging us we walked up 
to ihe liouse where I was to put up. The whole 
island was less than a mile square, girt with rooks, 
with very little vegetation and with about twenty un- 
paiuted, weather-stained houses scattered about near 
the hiuding-place, without any marks for streets or 
fences. The whole island had a strong fishy smell, 
and in going ashore we hud to walk over a surface of 
fishes* heads and bones, which the fishermen leave on 
the beach, just where they throw them, in cleaning. 
Jackson took me to the house of Joseph Copwell, the 
best on the island, and the only one where any com- 
pany is received. Copwell is a pilot as well as a 
fisherman, and seems to be a leading man on the 
island. Jackson soon left me and returned to town. 
As he went I told him I should he going up Monday 
or Tuesday. "Oh," said he, "you won't stay here 
more than a day or two." lie did not know the mo- 
tive which brought me. 

August 17. After breakfast went fishing in a 
whale-boat, with two boys. I managed the boat, and 
the boys showed nio places. Caught a few mackerel 
and haddock. Returned to dinner at twelve. After 
dinner sailed out again in a small boat with one sail, 
and beat over to the light-house against wind, tide 
and a heavy head sea. . . . 

Returned to Star Island to supper. Afterwards 
walked again upon the rocks, which are very grand, 
rsi^ged and broken. Some large crevices and ravines 
seem to have been formed either by the wasting of 
muny centuries, or by some great convulsion of na- 
ture. They are the grandest rocks I ever saw, as I 
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them, unless it be those of Nahatit and a part of the 
shore of San Juan Cainpestrano in California. 

Auguit 18. Friday, After breakfast took a 
boat and went fishing. After fishing for some time, 
landed on Hog Island. This is the largest island 
of the group, being, I should judge, about one and 
a half miles in length and averaging a mile in 
breadth. It is, like all the others, a mere bed of 
rocks, with a few patches of vegetation. This island, 
together with Smutty Nose, the next largest, were 
bought, durin<; the last year, by two traders tiom 
Portsmouth by the name of Leigh ton. They were j 
noted rnnisolU^rs and loco-fococi-s, and tlic'^pcople oii'f y 
(nelslaiulH ni-e afraid that they will revive intemper- 1 s^' 
ance, whicli Las been quite driven out from among \ 
the people by means of religious efforts and the total^ ^^ 
abstinence pledge. ... 

Returned to Star Island to dine. After dinner 
Cheever, the light-house man, came over in his boat, 
to take me to sail, witli an inviUition to spond the 
night at his house. For the sake of the change, and 
for the novelty of spending a night in siicli a place, 
as well as because Cheever seemed to be a clever 
fellow and desirous of my company, I accepted the 
invit}ition, although I had made arrangenietits to go 
off after hake with Shoalsmen, who go every night. 
Cheever's lK)at is a new one, just built, bolon«^ing to 
the government, and a very neat boat and a fast 
sailer. He takes great delight in her, and spends 
hours every day in sailing about among the islands. 
I got into the boat, he gave me up the helm, being a 
stranger, the breeze was brisk, the afternoon clear 
and pleasant, and putting her through Mog Islnnd 
passiige and sticking her right oif to seaward, with 
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the foam flying from her liows, a briglit gurgling 
wake behiiui, and tiie cool sea breeze aboat us, we 
had a glorious sail. 

Having sailed several miles due easfc, we bore 
round and stood again for the islands. Passing 
throngh the passage between Hog and Smutty Nose, 
we landed upon the latter, which I had never visited. 
A small pier or breakwater makes a snug harbor for 
boats, much better than either of the other islands 
has. It is in rather a ruinous condition, and only 
two houses on the island are inhabited. It once 
contained a population of four hundred or five hun- 
dred souls. This, however, was before the Revolu- 
tion, and there are no signs of its former prosperity 
but the pier, a few hollows where cellars were once 
dug, and some moss-covered tombstones. 

One of the Leightons was living here. He is 
brother-in-law of Cheever, who was very anxious that 
I should see him, and introduced him to me. Cheever 
has quite an admiration of Leighton*s abilities, and 
told me that he has been for many years in the New 
Hampshire Senate, was the ITonorablc Thomas 
Leighton, and next to Levi Woodbury had more in- 
fluence with the dominant party, which is loco-foco, 
than any man in the State. AH this may be, for 
many such men we have. He was seated on the pier, 
dressed in the roughest manner, with a coarse, dirty 
handkerchief about his neck, chewing tobacco and 
whittling a stick with a jack-knife. There was some- 
thing very unprepossessing about him. lie left his 
seat, and kept on his whittling and chewing as be- 
fore, and only made an unintelligible sound in an- 
swer to Cheever's introduction. I saw that he was a 
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down beside liim and entered into conversntion. At 
first he said but little. After some time he inquired 
what had been the result of Wyman's trial. Having 
told him all I knew, I said, *' How is it, Mr. Leigh- 
ton, that we seem hardly to be trusted to manage 
money nisittei*s ? ** He adinitted that it was so. I 
inquired the reason. Ho said it wsis because of 
foreign luxuries and foreign notions, whicii had cor- 
rupted our republican simplicity. I answered that 
public faith and mercantile honor were higlier in the 
old countries, especially in England, than here. To 
this he again assented, and said that was because 
money was everything here, all could make it, and 
he who could make the most was at the head of 
society, while in England this was qualified by he- 
reditary rank and blood, which no money can buy. 
The competition and the temptation were less uni- 
versal and overpowering. I then said a word in 
favor of the British Conntitution, but here he bolted, 
and said he hated Enghmd and all her ways ; that 
he liked France better. He then spoke highly of 
Ronaparto. I told him I never know a radical who 
did not like a despot, while a conservative liked a 
government of law. He said he had thought a good 
deal about the state of things, and doubted if our in- 
stitutions could stand. Every republic before ours 
had been a failure, etc. 

I found tlisit he had read a good deal, and was a 
sngacious man, but had strong prejudices and a dis- 
like of established laws and orders, and of any per- 
sons who had positions better thiin his own. 

At this time it began to look like a thunder-shower 
and we left. Cheever took me over to his light- 
house, and as the weather looked rather threatening. 
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I consented to spend the night. The breeze was 
cool Hnd sea-cy, and the view, in the midst of thun- 
der clouds, quite grand. After tea we walked out 
upon the rocks, and at sundown I went up with him 
into his lantern. The evening we spent in a very 
primitive manner, he showing me a parcel of old 
views of the I'uileries and Sans Souci, which I 
looked over carefully and approvingly, tninslating 
the Frencli for him at the bottom, and on my part 
gave him and his wife a detailed account of the bat- 
tles of Lexington and Bunker Hill. 

His wife is a very pretty young woman, under 
thirty, and he has three little children. On going 
away, I giive him a half dollar to lay out in pres- 
ents for the children when he next went to Ports- 
mouth. He disliked receiving money, but I told 
him I wished to make his children a present, and he 
knew I could get nothing at the islands. 

August 19. Saturday, About nine this morning 
he took me back to the Shoals. 

There was one thing in the case of Cheever which 
illustrated most forcibly the unhap))y state of our 
country. He had been appointed to his present of- 
fice two years .ngo upon the accession of (iencnil 
Harrison. He had taken great pains to perform his 
duties well, and being an intelligent, temperate man, 
with a good deal of ingenuity and the organ of order 
well developed, he has filled his place better than it 
has ever been filled. All persons who know any- 
thing of him agree in ssiying this. His salary is 
$G00 per annum, out of which he has to pay for an 
assistant whom he is obliged to keep always on the 
island in case of sickness or accident to himself, and 
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customs ut Porlsnioutii, by whom lie \s ap|X>inted, 
had him removed and a Tyler man pub in his place. 
Cheever now trembles in his shoes, and ic' utterly at 
a loss to know what to do. The state of |>olitics is 
so confused, and the movements of parties &«> unin- 
telligible, tliat he cannot for his life tell wliere to 
look for help, lie has everything at stake, for he 
has a family to support, and gave up a good trade for 
this office. If he loses it he loses a support, and may 
not easily find another. The temptation is too great 
to be resisted, and all the time he bored ine with 
questions about politics. Not that he inquired at 
all about the principles and opinions of public men 
and parties, — that was unnecessary, — but who 
would succeed ? What would turn up ? What if a 
man should support Tyler, would Tyler sup[>ort him ? 
What were the chances of Clay, Calhoun and Van 
Bureil ? In the medley presented to him he knew 
not where io put his foot, and yet his living de- 
pended upon his putting it down somewhere, and that 
soon. I tried to talk U|)on fishing, boats and the 
like, but he always went back to his one Aubj<!ct of 
guessings and schcmings. The state of servitude this 
poor man was in was truly pitiable. With good feel- 
ings and good principles in the main, he had come 
to look upon politics as a game, and one in which 
every man lay down his money upon the point most 
likely to win. All other notions of politics and pub- 
lic duties were effaced from his mind. This is not 
wholly nor cliidly his fault, but a necessary conse- 
quence of those pernicious practices which have been 
prevailing for the last fifteen years, — which began 
with JofffM'son, wore revived with full vigor by Jac;k- 
son, which Van Buren had little need to exercise but 
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never reprl^iU^d, and wliich his party always pur- 
fiiied^ <¥liicli the Whigs of 1840 were afraul fully and 
beiirtily to disavow, and which when in power they 
carried out as far as any before them had done, and 
which now have become the standing rule of practice 
in the country. 

This afternoon, being Saturday, the Shoalsmen, 
who never fish on Sundays, or Saturday evenings, 
cleaned out their boats, took ashore their bait and 
lines, washed and cleaned themselves and put on 
clean Sunday clothes, and, the afternoon being pleas- 
ant and the breeze good, sailed about in their boats 
for pleasure. Tiiis is the only recreation the islands 
afford, and I am told that they depend upon a plesLS- 
ant Saturday afternoon to tiike their families out to 
sail, and to turn into a pleasure what has been a la- 
bor to them during the week. The clergyman and 
his two daughters went out in our boat, upon invita- 
tion of two of the islanders, and in another I saw an 
old woman seated in a chair which her descendants 
had placed for her in the stern of their boat. Some 
of these parties went to the other islands and wan- 
dered about them, picking berries ; some went to the 
light-house, and others merely sailed to and fro. 

I took one sail by myself, and another by invita- 
tion of a fisherman in his boat. 

Called upon the clergyman, the Rev. Mr. . 

Found him a very illiterate man of the Christian 
Baptist persuiision, and apparently as weak as illit- 
erate, lie was very nuic.h awed by the preHonco of 
a Boston lawyer who had been o<lucatcd at Cam- 
bridge, for he had received nothing that could by 
courtesy be called an education, and had never been 
in a town larger than Portsmouth. His ideas of 
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Boston and Iier wealth, intelligence and greatness 
were quite intignificenL He told me that he Iiad had 
DO advantages, and that a difficulty in the head 
which came on whenever he tried to read much had 
always prevented liis studying. He had a wife and 
three children, all supported upon floOO a year. 

Went over to Cheever's after tea in a wlierry, tak- 
ing with me two strangers who were on the island, 
to see the light-house. Found Cheever watching the 
clouds and doubting whether to take his boat in. 
The Shoalsmeu had told him it was going to blow, 
but there was so little appearance of it that he at last 
determined to anchor her off with two anchors 
ahesid, and let her ride. 

AuffUHt 20. Sunday, Woke up this morning 
with a heavy gale from the northeast and the rain 
beating ag^iinst the windows. The vessels of the 
Shoalsmen were safe, their cove being protected on 
that side. At ten walked to church in a violent 
rain and gale. Found tho i>eopie on the hill watch- 
ing Cheever^s boat, which was pitching at her an- 
chors, tho sea breaking outside of her. 

The congregsition consisted of about twenty-five per- 
sons, three or four of whom were hanl-favored women, 
ten or a dozen rough fishermen, and the remainder 
white-headed and brown-faced boys. Some of the 
boys were barefooted, and some had on red shirts and 
no jackets. The men were dressed in pea-jackets, or 
round blue jackets. The sermon wjis from the text, 
** Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain." Flat, wandering, and miserably weak was 
the performance. The poor preacher was evidently 
much improssiMl with the presena^ of strangers, and 
preached for us much as Vincent Crummies* com- 
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pany played for the London manager. Once lie 
alluded to his own want of education, and said that 
there were some present who could tell better thaa 
he could such and such things. This was pitiable, 
and only served to lower him in the estimation of 
his people. I doubt if he can do much good among 
these people, for although it is not necessary that 
their clergyman should be learned, yet they are 
shrewd and need a man of more force and common 
sense. 

P. M. On coming to church learned that Cheever's 
boat had swamped close by the rocks on his island, 
but was kept clear of the rocks by her anchora which 
still held her. With a telescopesaw her white streak 
rising and falling with the seas, as she lay water- 
logged on her beam ends. 

After church walked out to the northeast end of 
the island, the rain having ceased, to see the breakers. 
The sea was very grand. The long heavy swell set 
in to the land, forming into high combing seas as it 
neared the shoaler water, and breaking and rushing 
up on the steep craggy rock with terrific fon^ and 
a deafening clamor. 1 never saw so largo seas break 
on any shoi*e before. They rushed over rocks of the 
height of forty and fifty feet, and sent their spray far 
higher into the air. While standing on a high rock, 
perhaps the highest on the island, and at a distance 
from its edge which seemed perfectly safe, I was wet 
through to the skin by an unusually large comber. 
The swell that set in between Star and Cedar islands 
was tremendous, and over Cedar Island ledge, which 
lies about half a mile from the island, the seas broke 
and threw themselves up into sparkling columns, look- 
ing like the fountain in the Park when at its highest 
-.1..-- 
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111 the afternoon, when the sens wore less high, the 
boys took a hirge Newfoundhind dog down to the 
rocks, and in spite of all their efforts to keep him 
back, he dived off from a low rock into the foaming 
billows, and after being sucked oil to a distance and 
then thrown up towards the rocks, and turned round 
and over tieveial times, he was at hist thrown upon a 
rock to which he clung, and by it scrambled upon tlie 
island. We thought his limbs would be broken, but 
so little frightened was he that he wished to go off 
again, and the only way by which we could prevent 
him was to walk directly back to the houses, to which 
he followed us. 

The sermon in the afternoon was from the text 
which expresses the keeping of the Sabbath. This 
congregation amounted to fifty, and with a fuller 
house and pleasiinter weather, the preacher wtis more 
ambitious and more unfortunate than in the morn- 
ing. I could not have endured another such an ex- 
ercise that day, nor for several days after it. . . . 

August 21. Mntiiiay, This morning tlu». rain had 
ceas<*d, the snii was out bright, and (he wind had 
moderated, but still the seas were high. The elder 
Copwell, the pilot, tried to raise a party to go oil in 
a whale-boat and save Cheever's boat. I volunteered 
to go for one, and one other man offered, hut he could 
raise no one else. Some said that the Reas were so 
high that we could not go near the boat, and others 
said it wjia government property, and Checver must 
raise a signal if he wanted help. 

Finding that a crew could not be raised, I deter- 
mined to go off and see what was tlie situation of the 
boat and communicate with Cheever if possible. 
Taking a small sail-boat, and the two strangers who 
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were on the island, who couUI barely pull an oar bat 
were entirely unacqaainted with the management of 
a boat, I went off. On approaching the boait I found 
that tlie sea did not break so violently as I supposed, 
and I mn close by the side of her. She lay on her 
bt-am ends filled with water, the sea washing over 
her, one mtist with the sail on it being gone and the 
other lying broken alongside. Seeing Cheever u|)bn 
the rooks opposite the l)oat I ran in to speak with 
him. He pointed out a smooth place under the lee 
of a ledge which lay just off the island, and there I 
put the boat. Taking in my sail, I made the two 
men row while I steered. Keeping the boat*s head 
out smd lu*r stern in towards tiio shoi*e we rose and 
fell regularly in the swell, now and then pulling an 
oar to k( ep olT the rocks. My men were awkward 
with their oars and a gdod deal alarmed by their new 
position, and sometimes failed to pull as I told them, 
but we ke|)t oui*selve8 safe. At length I let the boat 
back in toward a laigci steep rock, and Cheever, watch- 
ing his chaiK^e, jumped on board, while we pulled o£f 
briskly. We took liim round the boat, which he ex- 
amined, and th(*n going round to the lee side of the 
island and watching a smooth chanee, landed him 
asain. He told me not to ask theShoalsmen to come 
ofT and help him, but that if they wished to come he 
should be happy to have their help, as they must 
know. 

R(*tnrninp^ to the island, I found that the men had 
been watching my boat with great anxiety from the 
hiil. iind learned that one old fisherman said we should 
be lost^ that no boat could land where we did, and 
when we went under the lee of the ledge, they all 
thought we had gone over it. They were a little 
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ashamed, yet persevered in refusing to go and aid 
Cheever, putting it on the ground that as tlie boat 
was government pro]>erty he must sisk for help, or 
they could not get salvage, for the boat was safe where 
she lay. They said that if the boat had been Chee- 
ver's private property they would have gone at once. 
In this stiite of misundei*standiiig the boat seemed 
likely to remain untouched. 

After dinner the Shoalsmen went off to catch mack- 
erel which the northeaster had driven in. The place 
they went to was off Cedar Point, just front of the 
Cedar Island pass:ige. The sea was very high there, 
and the great rollers came in with such size and force 
as to make it dangerous and very disagreeable to en- 
counter them in small boats. Nevertheless, as the 
Shoalsmen were out, I determined to go, and taking 
the same small boat, with a stiff breeze I ran through 
the passage and off to the ground where the fishing 
boats were at anchor. The rollers were so high and 
so pitched the boats about that only a quick lu^lm 
with a stiff breeze kept them from being c;i|)Bizcd or 
HwanipcMl. I canin to anchor olT tin* poiiH, v,\om by 
two other boats which were pitc;hing up and down so 
as to stand nearly per[>endicutar. My boat being 
small, we were pitched and tumbled about at such a 
rate that it completely confused me and made me 
dizzy, and in a short time I felt sea-sick nnd vomited 
a little. Yet I kept at fishing and caught several 
mackerel. The sea was so rongh that few of the 
boats stayed there and I was not sorry to take up 
my anchor and be off. As I got under way, a man 
from another boat hailed and told nie not to go 
through the Cedar Island passage, before the wind, 
that all the boats were going round Star Island. So 
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I braced np and went round Star Island, and it 
being late ran in to hail Cliuever before night. The 
fiiirf was breaking so loud u])on the rocks that he 
could not hear, and so high tliat it was impossible 
to land. He made a signal for me to go to lee- 
ward. Here I could communicate with him, but half 
the words were lost in the roar of the surf. He 
made it a point not to hoist a signal, because he 
thouglit the Slioalsmen ought to come without one, 
when they saw him in need. I could not make my- 
self heard well enough to explain to him that they 
would come if it was his own boat, and I was obliged 
to leave him. 

The wind was ahead foi^ returning, and the sea 
wiui very liigh, but 1 beat the little boat ovor in three 
tacks, and came safely to moorings before night. 

August 22. Tuesday. This morning it looked 
cloudy, with promise of rain, and the fishermen said 
we should have several days of bad weather. As 
there was a boat leaving for Portsmouth at ten, I 
determined to take passage in her, since I had given 
myself a good spell at fishing and boating, and the 
fair weather seemed to be at an end. My bill at 
Cop weirs for a week's board was $2.50, and he 
would take nothing for the use of his boat and lines, 
since he had the fish I caught. I gave his daughter 
half a dollar to buy something for herself in Ports- 
mouth when she next went np, and took my leave 
well satisfied with my stay and the treatment I had 
received. 

We had for passengers in tlie boat the clergyman 
and his two daughters. The elder. Miss Mary Ann, 
about eighteen, had never been on the island before 
this visit, and never in a boat before but once, and 
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said she did not expect to visit the island again. I 
did not ask her if she was going to be married. She 
had some smartness, had been well taught at a board- 
ing-school, I presume, and seemed to treat her father 
with far too little respect. The younger, a black- 
eyed» dark-complexioned girl of about fourteen^ was 
more pleasing. She had been at home, and was to 
return to the island after parting with her sister. 
The piirson appeared better in the boat than in the 
pulpit, though but indifferently here. 

As we passed Whale's Back it began to rain and 
continued raining quite violently for half an hour. 
The parson produced an old umbrella with which he 
covered the young ladies, while I, having my boating 
ch)thes on, which I had worn during the whole expe- 
dition, took the rain as it came and got pretty well 
wet. We reached the wharf at about noon, and in a 
quarter of an hour I was in my chamber at the Rock- 
ingham Ilonse. 

The group called the Isle of Shoals consists of 
seven islands. These are mere beds of rock with 
B|>oIh of vogotation horo and there. Two of thorn, 
Duck Island and the Londoner's, are not inhabit- 
able, being mere rocks, upon which ducks and sea- 
birds alight, and to which fishermen niake fast their 
nets. White Island, on which the light-house stands, 
is also little else than a st(M*p rock with a single 
patch of soil about the |{('rpor\s house. It would not 
sustain more than one g«»jit from its own produce. 
A fourth island, called Cedar, is not inhabited, and 
although I did not land upon it, yet my impression is 
that it 18 hardly, if at all habitable. The remaining 
three, which are the larpest, have always had a pop- 
ulation upon them. Of these, the largest and most 
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fertile is Hog Tsland. SiTiiitty Noae, or Smotinoee, as 
it is spelled in the old MS. records, or Smyiia, wlitck 
tradition says is its proper name, is the second in 
size and fertility. Star Island, so-called from its 
shape, being nearly circular, with rock projections, is 
now the most populous, and has always had as much 
prosperity as any of them. At the present time its 
entii-e population is one hundred and fourteen soals. 
On II(»g Island there are hut two Iiouhos, n^cently 
built by the Leightons, who moan to make it their 
headquarters. Smutty Nose has about half a dozen 
houses, in a decayed condition, and a population of 
about twenty souls. It seems likely to be soon de- 
seited. 

Before the War of the Ko volution these islands 
enjoyed great prosperity. Their (iuhcrifs were very 
profitable, ancl they afforded security from the at> 
tacks of the Indians who molested the people on the 
main land. In 1730 the population of the group was 
eleven or twelve hundred. Hog Island had six hun- 
dred of them. Smutty Nose and Star dividing the re* 
mainder. There was a good deal of property, many 
men of influence in the State, physicians, lawyers, a 
well-paid clergyman, and men of different trades 
and mechanical arts. The war opened a new danger 
againet which the islands were unprotected. This, 
together with the decline of the fisheries and the re- 
moval of fe:ir from Indian incursions, soon reduccnl 
the prosperity of the Shoals. I do not know how 
low they got, but have an impression that the trntiro 
popniation has been as little as eighty or ninety 
souls. Some twenty years ago there was a good 
deal of money made on the islands by three men of 
the name of Haley, Newton, and Copwell, the for- 
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tner living on Siniilty Nose, nnd the others on Star. 
Tlu»y were reputed to be worth from $10,000 to 
$30,000 apiece ; but the other in habitants were 
quite poor and intemperate and indebted to these 
three. The Haleys ran out their property and have 
disapfK^ared. The descendants of Newton and Cop- 
well still live on Star Island, but their property is all 
gone, and they labor as common fishermen. There 
are two or three houses on Star and one on Smutty 
Nose which look as though they might have been in- 
habited by people somewhat above the class of day 
fishermen, but excepting these signs, and the decent 
gravestones of the Flaleys, Newton and Copwells, 
and of one or two clergymen, I saw nothing to indi- 
cate a previous population. Indeed, I could hardly 
credit the story that these islands had supported so 
many persons, and should not but u|)on the best au- 
thority. They nmst have imported all their wood 
and nearly all their hay and vegetables. There is a 
tradition, too, that a school flourished cm Hog Island 
at which the sons of men of fortune in Boston and 
other partR of the main lan<l wen* fitted for college. 

The iiduibitants have very mncli improved in their 
moral condition within the last three years. Temper- 
ance has spread among them, and no ardent spirits 
are allowed upon Star Island. Drunkenness was 
unknown there the last year. It is said that the 
Leightons mean to sell spirits. If they do there will 
be a fierce contest, for either they or the islanders 
will be broken up by it. 



CHAPTER VI. 

WEIB, HACBBAI>Y, JUDGB BTOBY AND HOBAOB 

MANN. 

Whilb Dana was at work in his State Street office, his 
wife and child were passing the hot weather witli Mrs. 
Dana's relations in Connecticut. In September he went to 
Wethersfield to enjoy a few days with them before they all 
returned to Boston. Tlie diary contains a pleasant glini])80 
of liappy suuuuer hours ])a8scd in the country town. IFo 
arrive<l on a Friday evening. 

September IG. Saturday, This day opened bcnu- 
tifuUy. The rain had laid the dust and washed the 
trees and grass, and cleared the air, and now a clear 
sun rose with an eastward breeze to prevent the sul- 
triness of the summer's heat. The birds sang, and 
through the trees which surrounded our window wo 
could just see the patches of sunlight on the grass. 

The happiness which the day ought to cari-y with 
it was shown in the expression and manner of the 
whole family as they assembled for prayers and 
breakfast. ... No day could have been more de- 
lightful. The temperature of the air was neither 
hot nor cold, but so that one could lie down with 
plensuro upon lh<^ grass uiuler the sliado <»r a tree. 
Just before tea we walked out upon the hill and sat 
down together upon a gravestone. The view was 
most enchanting. The distant hills, the greenness 
of all the earth and its growths, the smooth, quiet 



r 



lS4t. COMMANDER MACKENZIE. 108 

stream of tlie Connecticut, partly bidden by trees, 
and partly winding amidst green raked meadows, 
now and then a sail gliding over its surface, or show- 
ing its top above the trees. • • • 

September 17. Sunday. • • • Before tea S. and I 
wont out U|>on tlie hill and ssit together in the grove 
delightriilly enjoying the beautiful air, the waving 
and rustling of the trees over our heads, and the still- 
ness and freshness of all nature. We wished it were 
so that we could spend days and weeks, as we had 
spent these two. 

Tlie following day they returned to Boston and work, for 
it was now verging towards the end of September, and the 
vacation season of 1843 was over. 

September 19. Commander A. Slidell Mackenzie 
called with Lieutenant Davis. His appearance and 
manners are very prepossessing. He is quiet, unas- 
suming, free from all military display in manner, 
self-possessed, and with every mark of a humane, 
conscientious man, with sound judgment and moral 
(Murage. Ho is unusually interesting, and cresites a 
feeling of personal affection towards him in those 
whom he meets. Such was the impression he pro- 
duced upon me, and I find he made a similar impres- 
sion upon all who fell in with him during his stay 
here. 

September 23. Went with S. to sco Weir's pic- 
ture of the embarkation of the Pilgrims. It struck 
me as well colored, aud in excellent drawing, though 
I am not a judge of sur.h things. Several of the 
face^, too, I liked very much, as the hamlsnnie and 
well-born expression of Winslow with its dnsh of Pu- 
ritanism, Robinson, Standish, the oldest female and 
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sick chilli. But I cannot understand the full dress, 
ball-room array of Mrs. Winslow^, and her over- 
dressed, fantastic aspect. 

2o. Breakfasted with Hillurd to meet Weir. 
Was charmed with Weir. I do not know when I 
have seen a man who gtiined my affection »nd confi- 
dence so soon and so completely. Took him out to 
see the Belahazzar. He stood motionless and silent 
before it for full a quarter of an hour. His interest 
in it was intense. He says it is now in the confusion 
of a change of horizon and point of sight. Some 
parts of the picture are in one design and other parts 
in another. It is chaotic ; but beautiful in its parts, 
and grand in its design. After seeing the large pic- 
ture I showed him the suuill sketches in chalk and 
brown, and the unfinished sketches in color. Noth- 
ing could exc(*ed Ida delight and admiration. He 
said that as exalted as had been his notion of All- 
ston's genius, these things raised it higher ; and that 
they must be engraved and preserved. He particu- 
larly mentioned the Christ healing the Sick ; the fe- 
male figure from life, with the bare arm and neck ; 
the chalk sketches on crape; and theTitania*s Court. 

December 20. It having been agreed that the 
Belshazzar should be cleaned and varnished, without 
anything done in the way of change or restoration, 
we employed Chase to do the work, which he has 
performed to our entire satisfaction. The subscrib- 
ers were invited to see it for this day and the two 
next, and accordingly the room hjis been open. The 
picture is so changed, and so completely brought out, 
that we hardly knew what was there before; the 
various parts so brought into harmony, and the 
strong parts so noble and so complete. Mr. Ticknor, 
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Mr. Dexter, Mr. Dutton, Mr. Jonatlian Mason, Mr. 
Harding, tlie artist, are all in a state of highest ad- 
miration. Father, too, is so encouraged about it, 
that it has quite put him up iu health and spirits. 
It is now Hgreed tliat Chase shall make an effort 
to restore the king, which liad been covered up by 
Allstou. We do not hesitate to attempt this, as we 
know that he covered it up not from any dissatis- 
faction with its character and execution, but merely 
to enlarge it in conformity with an altered perspec- 
tive. 

1844. January 13. Moved my office from the Old 
State House to rooms in the second story of Gray's 
new building, 80 Court Street, where we have two 
new rooms, with every convenience and in a good 
neighborhood. 

February 1. Went out to Cambridgeport with 
S. to call upon Mra. C. D. Gibson, and to see the 
picture again. Aunt Martha was getting ready to 
come into town for the winter, 'i'he king has been 
restoretl as far sis possible. He is in a very defaced 
state, from the use of the pumice by Mr. Allston be- 
fore he painted it over, but it adds greatly to the 
effect of tlie picture. 

P. M. The harbor being frozen entirely over, 
through its whole width, and as far down as the Long 
Islnnd Liglit, and a company having engaged to cut 
a ship channel through the whole length, from the 
wharves, I went down to see the work in company 
with hundreds, or rather thousands, of others. The 
scene was peculiar and exciting in the extreme. The 
whole harbor was one field of ice, frozen on a perfect 
level, though somewhat roughly in parts, and strong 
enough to bear heavy loads of merchandise drawn by 
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cattle. Two gangs of men were at work^ one begin- 
ning at the wharves and cutting down, the other be- 
ginning at the clear wsiter and cutting up. lilach 
gang numbered over a hundred. Perhaps thei*e were 
four hundred workmen in all. For lookers-on, there 
seemed to be half the city and surrounding country, 
some in sleighs, some on skates, and some on foot. 
Females and children walked fearlessly from Long 
Wharf to the Castle, and enjoyed it highly. Among 
other persons, I met Mr. Theodore Lyman with hia 
two daughters. There were merchants, lawyers, 
clergymen, and people of every description, some of 
whom had not been on skates for twenty yeant. 
There were booths erected for the 8«'ilo of refresli- 
mentH, at diiterent parts of the tnu^k, and from tho 
end of Long Wharf to the place where the lower 
gang was at work, a distance of five miles, there was 
a well-marked foot-way, and travellers upon it were 
as frequent as on the great highway to a city on a 
festival day. I skated down as far as the ice would 
allow, which was within about a mile of Long Island 
Light, and across to Fort Warren and Eiist Boston. 

In tlie winter and early spring of this year Dana went on 
a lecturing trip, in the course of which he visited Washing- 
ton for the iirat time. From tlience he wrote tlie following 
letter to his wife. The explosion on board the Princeton 
occurred on the 28th of February, and the Griswold re- 
ferred to in the beginuing of tlie letter was Rufus W. Gris- 
wold, author of " Poets and Poetry of America." 

Sunday evening^ March 3. Was sitting writing in 
my hotel when a sudden pounding on the door, and 
in rushed Griswold again, breathless and panting, to 
tell me that there had been a blow up on board the 
Princeton, and Upshur, Gilmer, etc., eta, killed. 
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From this moment there was nothing bnt excitement 
and consternation all over the city, and rumors flying 
about. Was there ever anything like the ill luck 
that attends this man, John Tyler I The president, 
two si*cretsiries of state, one secretary of the navy, 
and ihese other three men, dieil and killed, his own 
IxMly servant killed, the postmaster-general stabbed, 
and yesterday, on coming from the funeral, his car- 
riage ran away, and his servant was thrown off and 
all persons in it and near it put in danger. While 
the processicm was moving to the capitol a purser in 
the navy died in the city, and Friday afternoon a 
member of Congress from Pennsylvania died near 
the capitol. • . • 

The best fact in my letter I leave to the last. I 
went to Alexandria, Friday, called on Mr. Dana, 
whom I knew to be the clergyman of the Washington 
family, and rode down with him to Mount Vernon. 
We had good horses, the day was a delicious one, 
like our b<*st days in the early May ; Mr. Dana 
know the localities w<*Il, and pointed out the resi- 
driires of llio p;entlnmon :is we psissed (hem, with an- 
ecflotes of each, and ushered me into Mount Vernon. 
I cannot attempt to describe Mount Vernon, but will 
only tell you to say to father that he must go to 
Mount Vernon, if he passes through Washington, 
without looking to the right hand or the left. It is 
the most impressive place in America. It loaves an 
offoct upon the feelings not to be erased. The long 
drive through the woods over the rude carriage path, 
tho pbiin woodon gate which swings to after yon, the 
old nogi-o porter who stands by it and lets it sliut 
itsolf, and answers pleasantly with a touch to the hat 
when you ask him it his mistress is at home and how 
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Bhe doeflf the ancient house, kept at some expense fnini 
decay, with its high piazza, under wliicli Washington 
walked to and fro every day, the whole inside of the 
huuse taking you back to the Virginia of 1780, the 
noble Potomac rolling at the foot of the mount, the 
ancestral trees, the tomb, the silence, the solemnity, 
the elevation of all about you, unite to raise you and 
take you back to the grandeur of an heroic age. 
What a i)os8e8sion is this noble, but simple estiite, 
with the sentiment moulded into it by time, for the 
young proprietor who has succeeded to it. The 
wonder is that he is not as in a dream, or borne 
down by the sense of what is around him. 

The venenible Mrs. Wiishington, the widow of the 
late Hud mother of (he present proprietor, was there, 
anil we sat with her for some time. She is a digni- 
fied, simple-mannered, kind woman, and Mr. Dana 
says has a religious character which would season a 
dozen ordinary Christians. Her son, the present 
proprietor, Mr. John Augustin Washington, a young 
man of two and twenty, did the honors of the place. 
He was married last year, and has a daughter about 
ten days old, so that we were in sympathy from hav- 
ing each a single child, — a daughter. He was edu- 
cated at the University of Virginia. A more easy, 
natural, frank, yet high-spirited and well-cultivated 
man I have rarely seen. There is something about 
the manners of the Virginia gentlemen which you 
don^t find elsewhere. Plain in their dress, simple in 
their manners, the question whether they are doing 
the right thing, comme ilfaut^ whether this or that 
is genteel or not, never seems to occur to them, or to 
have any place in their minds. There is a freedom 
of true gentility, as well as of true Christianity, 
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whilo many men aim at the murk by striving to do 
the deeds of the law, not having the guide within, 
and are all their lifetime suffering bondage. I took 
a great fancy to this Mr. Washington and to his 
mother, sis you see. 

We rode hack to town, which we reached by night- 
fall, and it being too late to return to Washington, I 
pnssed the night at Alexandria and spent the evening 
at the house of Mrs. Fitzhngh, widow of a Virginian 
of wealth and distinction, herself a Goldsborough of 
Maryland, an old Federal family, where I met Mr. 
Robi'trt I^*e, son of General Lee of the Revolution, 
heir to the Custis property, and brother of Charles 
Carter Loe, whom father knew at Cambridge, two 
grnnddaughters of Ilichard Henry Lee, and two other 
young ladies of the Floyd and Mason families, — all 
of the old Federal Virginia aristocracy, and all strong 
Church people and regular attendants on all occsv- 
sions. Mr. Lee rode seven miles that afternoon to 
lli« Kriilav seivitn^ of liCnt. Mrs. Fit/hn^h was more 
like Mi's. Arnold thnn any other woman I have soon. 
So you see 1 am quite insane about Virginia. It has 
a dark side, however, and the issues of its life are 
uncertsiin. 

Yesterday we bad a great funeral solemnity, pro- 
cessions, minute guns, etc. I went to one of the 
Episcopal churches to-day, which wjus quite full. 
The Unitarian, at the next door, almost, was quite 
thin, I am happy to be informed. 

Tlie summer vacation of 1844 Dana devoted to a trip in 
the luonnlains and among the lakes of ^fai^e. As he re- 
turned from it he closed a letter to his wife, dated from 
Cajic Cottiij^e, Portland Harbor, in the following way, char- 
acteristic of him in every respect : — 
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Wednesday evening^ Avffust 28. I have been suc- 
cessful in everytliiiig. I have had fine weather, the 
best of liealth and spirits, have seen everything to 
advantage, and have enjoyed every ininnte. Where 
I am now writing the sea roars in my ear, the light- 
house throws its liglit across the water, and white 
sails are stealing up the harbor by the moonhght. 
I was in love with the countiy, the mountains and 
hike, and thought it a delight to be among them, and 
now when I see ^ Old Ocean's gray and mehincholy 
waste," and hear its voices, my first love returns with 
an overcoming power. I feel as though I had been 
so favored at every step that I ought not to hope for 
only good. " Have wo received gOixl at the hand of 
the Lord, and shall wo not also reciiivo evil ? " 

September 13. The PariHh of the Advent incor- 
porated itself, and apix)intcd a coniniitteo ti) draw 
up a constitution. There were thirteen members 
present. 

In the autumn of 1844 Macreody, the English tragedian, 
visited Boston, and Dana met him socially a number of 
tiroes, though they never had much convei'sation togetlier. 
A strictly moral iis well as a religious man, Dana still re- 
tained the old New England prejudice against theatres, as 
being sinks of iniquity and little better than assignation 
houses. He never until later years visited them ; but in 
the case of Macready he made an exception. A number of 
gentlemen had secured tlie Melodeon for a series of sub- 
scription performances, and their names and the actor's pri- 
vate character Dana accepted as a sufficient warrant tlmt 
all would bo right. Accordingly, ho subscvilicd and went 
with his wife, seeing for the first time the parts of Handet, 
Shyloirk and l^Iacbeth rendered by an actor of note. The 
performances were the talk of the town, and to Dana they 
were a revelation. "Truly," he wrote of Hamlet, "it is 
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great playing. Bat what a glorions play ! Yoa are lost in 
admiration of the play itself. What a miracle that it 
shoald ever have been written ! *' Then tliree days later 
he dines with a small company at Professor Channing's. 
^ Nothing talked about but Hamlet llie professor says he 
had seen Kean, and tliought no acting could suit him, and 
ho fearc<l lie was getting too old and frosty to be moved by 
it now ; but this jiut him into raptures. Again and again he 
came back to it. Passage after passage was repeated and dis- 
cussedy and the beauties of tlie performance grew upon us." 

October '14k. This evening went to see the Mac- 
iN^tli, which wns Macreudy*8 bonrfit. He |dny«Ml ad- 
mirably, but never wtis n piny so destroyed by the 
accompaniments. The witches, the murderers, and 
the ghost of Banquo were ludicrous and provoking. 
The audience laughed, and it was irresistible to see 
two paltry, chicken-hearted lads, one lisping and the 
other squinting, saying, ^^I am one whom the vile 
blows and buiTets of the world have so incensed that 
I am reckless what I do to spite the world." 

His conception of the character seemed to me ex- 
cellent. He looked like a noble cliiefbiin and a heroic 
soldier, and yet when he comes in comparison with 
the mind of his wife, and he turns his thoughts to 
the consequences of his act, there is almost a weakness 
about it. His speaking of the passage, *' better be 
with the dead, — Duncan is in his grave," was beyond 
comparison. Miss Charlotte Ctisliman sicted Lady 
M-.irbeth faultlessly. Many persons of good taste 
about us said that she did it much better than Fanny 
Keinble, especially in the sleep-walking scene, which 
Fanny Kemble declaimed, and Miss Cnshnian whis- 
pered or uttered in a low convulsed agony. The first 
word, " out," was given in a tone perfectly dream- 
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like. So was nearly all. It was broken, wandering, 
low, conviilsiMl, and agonizing. 

October 15. This evening Macready took his 
leave of his Boston friends by giving them an en- 
tertainment at Papanti's Hall. It was one of the 
prettiest and most successful things I ever knew, and 
quite original. • 

He had about three hundred people of the highest 
fashion and intelligence in the city, and a great part 
of the clergy. Among them were Mr. Webster, Mr. 
Choate, Chief Justice Shaw, President Quincy, Ab- 
bott Lawrence, Nathan Appleton, and other distin- 
guished public men, the Ticknors, Eliots, Dwights, 
Nortons, Searses, Otises, Quincys, etc., and Longfel- 
low, IMton, IliUard, etc. The hall was brilliantly 
lighted, and filled with chaira, placed in rows. Ma- 
cready sat on a small platform, with a desk before 
him, and read sitting. He first read Dryden*8 song 
for St. Cecilia's Day, beginning " From harmony, 
from heavenly harmony," then Wordsworth's ** Old 
Cumberland Beggar," then "O'Connor's Child," 
and ended with the scene from Henry IV. part 2d, 
beginning where the king asks Clarence where the 
prince is, and going through to the death. 

Between each reading there Wiis an interval of 
about ten minutes, when the gentlemen walked about 
and talked to the ladies, and between the second and 
third readings there was lemonade handed about. 

Soon after the reading closed the doni'^ to the sup- 
per room were opened, Macn^ady led in a hidy, an<l 
the rest of the company socm f<j|lowe<l. Here, were 
ices, salads, champngne, and the usual su))per-t:ible 
accompaniments. This over, we took our leave (»f 
our host and departed, delighted with the entertain- 
ment in every respect. 
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The Ode he read with skill and force. The Old 
Keggsir he g:ive with all the refinement and delicacy 
it requires. It was melting ; but O'Connor's Child 
took the heart out of you. The scene from Henry 
IV. was read with great skill and feeling. 

The whole iiffair was novel, brilliant with beauty 
and distinction, and exciting and interesting from his 
})crrorni:uici*s, and must have been gniteful to him- 
self. 

December 1. Sunday. The first public worship of 
the *^ Church of the Advent" was held this day, 
being Advent Sunday. We had prepared a hall in 
the second slory of No. 13 Merrimack Street, with 
bare walls and wooden bonclics, but a chancel nt^atly 
niiled olT and simply (ilted up, a plciisant house orgsm, 
and a full, reverential and exceedingly interested con- 
gregation. The services were conducted in the best 
possible msmner by the rector, Mr. Croswell, the 
nmsic was excellent, Charlotte singing the first part, 
and the si'mion very imj^resaivo and appropriate. 
Then we had the communion administored to lietween 
forty and iifly comnumicants. Everything is auspi- 
cious, so far. 

1845. September 5. Great meeting of the bar on 
the occasion of the death of Judge Story. Never did 
the bar appear in such strength, and rarely have I 
known a more impressive scene. The nolice was given 
for ten oVIock, and from a few minnles before until a 
few minutes after the members flowed in in a stream, 
fillinpj up not only the bar, but every seat in the room, 
the witness and jury seats, and the places for specta- 
tors ; and tlio whole compnny were lawyera. Prob- 
ably not a lawyer in the city was absent who had the 
physical power to come. More than half the younger 
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members had been pupils of the judge. Among the 
older were faces which were unknown to the junior 
membera of tlie bar, which had not been seen in court 
for twenty years. Webster moved tlie resohitions in 
a dignified and feeling speech. Old Judge Davis sec- 
onded them. Then the venerable Jer. Mason moved 
a resolution that Mr. Webster be requested to pre- 
pare a enlogy, which Judge Sprague seconded. Chief 
Justice Shaw presided. 

September 18. Professor Greenleaf pronounced a 
discourse upon Judge Story before the Law School 
and the Univeraity. His audience, boside ladies and 
strangers, consisted of nearly all the officers and stu- 
dents of the college, over a Imndred law students, and 
a large proportion of the Boston bar. The discoui'so 
was written in a simple, earnest and feeling manner, 
and delivered in a corresponding manner. I never 
saw more fixed attention. When he closed, every 
man seemed to move in his seat for the first time. 

Tlie last time I ever saw that most amiable, single- 
hearted and industrious of men. Judge Story, was in 
his own court. During an interval in an argument I 
stepped up to the bench to ask whether I should make 
a motion. But this was not enough for him. lie 
could not meet a pupil without a greeting. He 
moved from his seat, his face beamed with kindness, 
and he shook me by the hand in the most cordial man- 
ner, and then listened to my hnsinoss. I believe this 
WHS the last day he sat in court. If not the last it was 
near it, for his death was about a fortnight after. 

December 1). Arrived at Philadelphia at three 
o'clock. ... I went to the United States Hotel, 
ordered a fire in my room, and after dinner sat down 
to read over my lecture. While reading heard a loud 
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knock at my door. Had hardly answered it before it 
burst open, and in tumbled a short, fat, greasy-look- 
ing man, with a soiled neck-cloth and wet bl/tck hair, 
quite out of breath, and breathing like a porpoise. 

** Mr. Dana, I presume. Mr. R. H. Dana, Jr., from 
Boston ? '* ** Yes, sir." ** You lecture to-night before 
the Mercantile Libmry AsHOciaiion." ** Yes, sir, I 

hope to." ** Well, sir, I am Mr. of the . 

You may know the paper if you don't know me." 
I told him I knew the paper by reputation. He then 
apologized, said he was out of breath, was large and 
tired, and took a chair. He told me that it was their 
CMRhini to give a nolico of the lecture in the paper of 
the next niornins; ; that if they employed a re|)ort(>r 
they could not set it up in season ; and, in short, that 
he would be much obliged to me if I would give him 
a sketch of my lecture for the press. 

I asked him if it was usual to do this. He assured 
me that it was, and was considered perfectly proper. 
Without more ado, he moved his chair up to the table, 
took oiT his great coat and India rubbers, drew from 
his pocket a roll of foolscap pa|)er which he put on 
the table, took from another pocket an inkstand and 
quills, and proceeded to make a pen. He then de- 
sired me to give him the heads of the lecture, and 
planting himself, ready for action, said, ** * American 
Loyalty,' well, go on, sir, if you please." 

I told him what my rii*8t point wtis. ** I shall put 
it in the third person," said he, and began repeating 
aloud, as he wrote, " The lecturer opened with a 
happy allusion." '' Now, go on, if yon please, sir," 
and took down my first point. *' Done !" said he, 
and lookcMl np for somo more. I then f^ave liiin tlie 
second head. Still niuttcring in the same undertone, 
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** The onitor next forcibly and clearly defined and 
ill list rated*' — lie tcK>k down my iiecoiid point, 'i'lio 
next paragraphs lie varied by ^* Mr. Dai)a proceeded," 
or ^* Mr. Dana then eloqnently,'* etc., and so on to the 
end. 

** Now," said he, ** a lecturer usually has some 
favorite sentences, some {Kit forms of expression, or 
the like, some passages more high wrought than the 
rest. Suppose you give me some of these. Select 
'em for youraelf." 

This was a ridiculous position. I had some thought 
of breaking off with him, and telling him I did not 
quite like the manner of proceeding, but he was good- 
natured and seemed to depend upon it, and it was a 
diflicult thing to do. I told him I had some sentences 
which had been applauded in other places, and which 
I rather relied upon to hit the humor of the audi<*nee. 
'' Tliat 's it," said he, " that 's what I want. Now, 
sir, go on, if you please, sir." I then picked out two 
passages which he copied verbatim, introduced with 
phrases of " poetical," ** graphic," and the like, and 
one of them he prefaced by saying, "as nearly as we 
could catch his words," and then cttpiod from my 
manuscript. 

As he w.as counting over his pages I observed (hat 
the first was numbered two. I told him he had made 
a mistsike. " No, sir," said he, " I 'm right. The 
first page has been set up." He felt in his pockets 
and produced a crumpled sheet, saying, "Here it is, 
sir. I tliought I would read it to 5'ou," and on ho 
went ill rough a paragraph stilting that last evening, 
— Mr. Dana, etc., — large audience, — dlite of the 
city, — marked approbation, — frequent applause, — 
glowing with patriotism, — gems of poetical effect, 
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etc. ** I have said * notwitlistanding tlie bad walking/ 
for I don't think it will rain** — here he looked out 
of the window — ^* but it is safe to say the walking 
was bad." 

I asked what he would do if that wsis not true. 
Perhaps the audience would be thin, or I might fail, 
or get no applause. ** Oh, never fear ; it will be all 
right. We *ll take care of that, sir ; that *8 our look- 
out" 

Here he jumped up, thanked me for my kindness, 
and hurried o£E. 

In alniut an hour more he appeared sigain, blowing 
as before, he a|X)logizcd, and said he luul left his 
overshoes and umbrella. Before he went he pulled 
out another sheet from his pocket, and suid, ^* We've 
put a tail upon you, sir. We thought we would give 
it a fine ending," and he read off a concluding puff in 
which he afxilogized for reporting so little of a lecture 
so well deserving," etc. He took his leave, ssiying, 
"This will all be in ty|)e, sir, befora eight o'clock." 

In one place, while I was reading to him, I used the 
phrase "sovereignty of law." lie ni uttered, '*J-«aw, 
law, we 've had that once. Suppose we say people," 
and down went " sovereignty of the people " instead. 

I must do the man the justice to say that he was at 
the lecture, and that there was some change made in 
his article, introdncinrj a little more of the lecture, 
but the puds seemed to bo unaltered. 

1847. August. I had in July the most extraor- 
dinary conversation with Horace M.ann, of the Board 
of E<lucation, that an author, I suspect, ever had with 
a critic. He wrote me last spring a curious letter 
intiniatinir tliat the Board of Education wislied to 
publish my book " Two Years " in their series, and 
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the object of the letter was substantially to inform 
me that they would do so if I would make tlie Itook 
worthy of this honor, by amending it, giving more 
information, making it more useful, etc. 1 replied, 
telling him that I had do rights in the book, as the 
manuscript was sold to the Harpers, and added, which 
was intended as ironical, that otherwise I ought to lie 
obliged to them, etc., for an opportunity to make 
emendations under their advice. 

A few weeks after this Mr. Mann entered the office. 
I had always feared I had hurt his feelings, and I 
fully expected either an apology or complaint. Judge 
of my surprise to find that he had taken me literally. 
He W}is glad that I had been so ready to take the 
suggestions of the Board. I asked him, of curiosity, 
what improvements they would suggest, lie gravely 
proceeded to state the defects of the work, and the 
improvements he and others of the Board would sug- 
gest. He thought the book fell off in interest at the 
close, that the concluding chapter was wanting in the 
true, humane and philanthropic spirit (as an excuse 
for which he kindly intimated that it wjvs probably 
hastily written), and that the book should contain 
more valuable information, which would be useful to 
young persons, statistical informati(m and facts as to 
the countries I visited, their resources, productions 
and the habits of the people. 

I entered into a defence of the book, and led him 
on, to see what his notions were. He finally gave me 
to understand that the interest and value of a book 
consisted in its moral teachings .and the information 
it conveyed as to matters of fact. A narrative, a 
description, had no value except as it conveyed some 
moral lesson or some useful fact. The narrative was 
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a mere vebiole for conveying knowledge. He tliought 
my narrative interested persona, and therefoi-e sliould 
be made use of for valuable purposes, as a gilding to 
a pill, as a mode of getting the attention of readers, 
especially the young, to Yurious information, statisti- 
cal, etc., which I might interweave with it. 

I suggi*stcd the idea that there was such a thing as 
unity ill a inxik. That mine was simply a descriptive 
narrative, and that to make it statistic and didactic 
would destroy its character, almost as much as it 
would that of a drama. I said it had life, and that 
the course he pro|K)sed would stop the circulation of 
the blood. But this was *^ all leather and prunella " 
to him. He had but one idea in his head, and that 
w:is the idesi of a school-master gone cnizy, that direct 
instruction on matters of fact was the only worthy 
object of all books. 

I told him my mind pretty freely, but he was so 
intrenched behind his one idea that I could not re- 
csill him. lie thought that if ^^ Uobiiison Crtisoo " and 
my l)ook and other narratives and stories which are 
popular could only Ih) pn>s.s(*d into tli<^ H(M'vi(;o of edu- 
cation, and made to carry off the burdens of knowl- 
edge for the poor boys and girls, it would be a great 
work for humanity. 

He was most felicitous in his remarks throughout. 
In fact, I never saw such an exhibition of gauchenoss 
and want of tact in my life. He told me that the 
Board conai8tt»d of a number of penth*men, but that 
only two of tliom had read my book. He said it had 
no doubt circn1at(*d on the seaboard, but tlint if the 
Education Society published it, they would give it a 
circulation tlirou^liout the St.at<». Speaking of com- 
pensation, he thought that should be sn)all, iis it ought 
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to be enough for ine to get the approbation, the iu- 
dorsementf of the Board upon iny book, to give it aid- 
ditional character and weiglit, which indorsement 
tliey would probably be willing to give, aftor my 
emendations. As a further instance of tact, he said 
tliey had a small series for children, and a larger 
series of works of a more standard character, and 
added that, of course, mine would go into the smaller 
series. In short, there is no end to the stupid, gauche^ 
narrow things this man continued to say. If some 
enemy had employed him to come and try my pa- 
tience to the utmost, he could not have executed his 
task better. I got reckless at last, and advanced the 
most exti-aordinary and barbarous sentiments on the 
subject of education, to see if I could move him off 
his centre of gravity, but to no purpose. 

He said he thought I ought, for my own interest, 
to do something of this kind, for the Harpers told 
him that they had not made much out of it, and that 
the sale was nearly over. I told him that I knew 
better, and gave him some account of their dealings 
with me and with others. He hoped this was not so, 
but thought they must be right as to the sale of my 
book, that it would be aided by the imprimatur of the 
Board. 

I told him I would not touch the narrative, nor in- 
terlard it with anything didactic or statistic. There 
were some verbal changes I would like to make, 
whitth affected the accuracy of the style, and I would 
consider the question as to my chapter on the history, 
geography, customs, laws, etc., of California. I would 
not much enlarge it, but would reexamine it, and if 
I had any changes to make would let him know. 
But vetoed, positively, his idea of altering the sub- 
stance of the book, of course. 



CHAPTER VII. 

POUTIOS — THB FBBB SOIL MOVEMENT OF 1848 
AND THB BUFFALO CONVENTION. 

In the following extract from a letter to his wife, Dana 
spoke of the obsequies of John Quincy Adams, whose death 
at Washington had occurred on the 23d of the preceding 
month : — 

1848. March 12. Thjd demonstrations on the 
death of Adiiins show that republics are not uiigmte- 
ful ; certainly not more so than kings. But he fell 
upon good times. In Athens he would have been 
ostracized a dozen times ; in Rome he would have 
tsiken poison in despair of the republic ; in France 
he would have lK>en guillotined ; in Henry the 
Eighth's time he would have been beheaded at the 
block. 

Faneuil Hall was a solemn sight, — shrouded in 
black, windows darkened, and lighted by gas, 
guarded by soldiers, with sentinels erect at the he;id 
and foot of the coffin, like statues, night and day. 
He began his political career under my grandfather, 
and always professcKi to hold his character in rever- 
ence. I am curious to know what he will say of 
him. They were not alike. My grandfather had 
more pride than ambition ; Adams, more ambition 
than pride. There was some political difTerence be- 
tween my grandfatlicr anil his father, the President, 
and those Adamses are Highlanders in their feuds. 
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The next important entry in the joarnal is brief, bat 
very significant. As lie penned it, Dana little thought how 
significant it was. In truth, he had unknowingly come to 
where the road before him in life forked ; and, though ap- 
parently he did not then stop to read it, the finger>po8l 
pointed to different destinations. 

July 7. Make my debut in political life as cbair- 
man of the Free Soil meeting at the Tremont Temple. 
Full attendance and well received. 

Dana was now just completing hb thirty-second year. He 
had hitherto strictly devoted himself to his profession, in 
which he had already acquired an excellent standing. He 
was recognized as one of the most promising of the younger 
members of the Suffolk bar. In politics he was by heredity a 
Fedurulittt, and by instinct a conservative. So far <ui the jMilit- 
ical parties of the day wont, he was a Whig, and a Wolister 
Whig. Indeed, for Mr. Wclister he up to this time had 
felt and expressed the most profound admiration, looking 
upon bim as little less than an intellectual prodigy. But 
Dana, though he grew up a Whig, was bom a Federalist, and 
for Harrison Gray Otis, and the public men of the Otis 
school, he had a marked kindness of feeling. This colored 
his judgments, and more than once foun<l expression in his 
diary in entries like the following, the first of which was 
made immediately after some argument in court : — 

Among my bearers was Harrison Gray Otis. 
After I wsis through I put some questions to him re- 
specting the aexiuracy of some statements in lirad- 
ford's ** New England Biography." Tliis started him 
off upon old times. He spoke of Samuel Dexter, 
and said, '* Yon know that he bolted soon after the 
war. He did n't quite come up to the Frank Dana 
school." Mr. Otis never spoke a sentence without 
contriving to work in something complimentary or 
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gratifying to the feelings of the person conversing 
with him. 

Some years enrlicv there is an entry in the diary describ- 
ing an hiterview of a very diffei*ent sort witli another public 
character, also prominent in hitter-day Federal politics, 
but on the opposite side to Otis. In 1844 Dana had occa- 
sion to visit WiiMhinjrton, and under date of Saturday, 
March 2, he wrote as follows : — 

Called upon President Adams. He was very dull 
and abstracted, and although he had told me he 
wished to see me and to t^ilk with me, yet he had 
nothing to say. After a dull half hour I rose to 
Iravc. Ilo inviUul nio to tea, hut I d(u*liui*d. As I 
li'f t the room, he took my hand, and suid, ^^ I retain 
a sense of the greatest respect and affection for the 
memory of your grandfather. He was my friend and 
patron when I was setting out in life, and the friend 
of my father." He seemed to feel something when lie 
said this, but, upon the whole, his manner was such 
as wonhl bo sure to drive away all young |>ci*soiis. 

Of Mr. Adams he again said twenty-one years later in his 
Address on the character of Edward Everett : — 

Without undertaking to analyze and chissify those 
qualities of Mr. Everett, physical and moral, which 
go to make up what we call, for convenience, the 
temperament, one cannot but be struck by the con- 
trast between him and another statesman of Massa- 
chusetts, his near neighbor in birth and residence, — 
John Quincy Adams, — of whom Mr. Choate once 
playfully said, in the privacy of his study, what has 
passed into public biography, — " What an antago- 
nist he was! An instinct for (he jugular and carotid 
artery equal to that of any of the carnivorous ani- 
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mals;" and whom Mr. Everett described as one 
whose njitural plaice would have been at the weather 
yard-arm in a tempest, or leading the forlorn' hope 
through the deadly, imminent breach. 

A Federalist, a conservative, and a Webster Whig, — all 
his social connections being with the representatives of the 
Massachusetts cotton manufacturing interests, tliere was 
also something peculiarly repulsive to Dana in the radicalism 
and extravagance of the anti-slavery agitators. It has been 
seen how their attacks on law and religion shocked and an- 
gered him ; while their disregard of the ordinary conven- 
tionalities of life annoyed and offended him. All their 
methods of discussion as well as their personal peculiarities 
ten<led to drive him to tlie side of those they attacked. 
Under these circumstances the ]K>litical course Dana now 
took was in the highest degree creditable to him. lie ad- 
hered to the right. He adhered to it on princiide, regard- 
less of self-interest, of his own dislike to its exponents, of 
personal and professional o<l]um, and of social ostracism. 

A few years later Dana had occasion to set forth the 
grounds upon which he now identified himself with the 
Free Soil movement, and he did it better and more clearly 
than another could now do it for him. After the sessions 
of the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention of 1853, 
Daniel Lord of New York wrote to Dana conmionding his 
course as a member of tlie Convention, but at the same time 
expressing his surprise that one so conservative could be a 
Free Soiler. Dana's answer to this letter was dated Janu- 
ary 26, 1854, and part of it is as follows : — 

1. I am a Free Soiler by inljeritance. I am the 
son and grandson of Federalists. The northern 
Federalists were decided Free Soilers. The exclu- 
sion of slavery from the Northwest territory is 
owing to them. In New England, they opposed tiie 
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Missoari compromise to the Inst. The yielding to 
the South on that point in 1820, the parent of so 
iimch evil, was by the Democrats. Harrison Gray 
Otis, in his celebrated letter in 1848, said that the 
f*edenil party wiis the original Free Soil party, and 
ridiculed the Buffalo platform as m^re supererogation. 
The Federalists had a doep hostility to any increase 
of slavery, or of the power of the slave-holding aris- 
tocracy in our government. 

2. 1 am a Free Soiler by education. I was edu- 
cated a Whig. The Whig party of New England 
has been a decided Anti-slavery and Free Soil party ^ 
up to and through the contest of 1848. I will agree 
to ailopt n(» positions on tlie slave question, or any 
great matter, for which I cannot vouch the unani- 
mous or all but unanimous re-solves of the Whig 
legislatures and conventions of Massachusetts. You 
know that Mr. Webster wjis a Free Soiler to March, 
1850, and approved of the whole BnflFalo platform, 
thinking it only niMMllrss, and claiming the Wilmot 
Proviso (the test of Freo. Soilcrs) as his tlninder. 

8. My conservatism leads mo to it. There is a 
compound of selfishness and cowardice which often 
takes to itself the honored name of Conservatism. 
That false conservatism I call Iluvkerism, Now, 
hunkerism of all names and sections, Whig or Demo- 
cratic, making material prosperity and ease its pole 
star, will do nothing and risk nothing for a moral 
principle. But not so Conservatism. Conservatism 
sometimes reqnires a risking or sacrificing of material 
advantages. Radicalism, also, will do nothing to re- 
sist the growth of slavery, because that is purely an 
act of justice to others. It is not our freedom that is 
at stake. If it were, the Tammany Hall mob would 
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be on onr side and beyond us. But in a case for 
liberal, comprehensive justice to otiiers, with only a 
remote and chiefly moral advantage to ourselves^ to 
be done at the peril of our immediate personal advan- 
tages, conservatism is more reliable than radicalism. 

4. I am a Free Soiler, because I am (who should 
not say so) of the strx^k of the old northern gentry, 
and have a particular dislike to any subserviency or 
even apf^earance of subserviency on the part of our 
people to the slave-holding oligarchy. I was dis- 
gusted with it in college, at the Law School, and have 
l)een since in society and politics. The spindles and 
day-books are against us just now, for Free Soilism 
goes to the wrong side of the ledger. The blood, the 
letters, and the plough are our chief reliance. 

Having said so much, I will add that I take you 
literally. You mean "Free Soiler" and nothing 
else. A technical Abolitionist I am not. I am a 
constitutionalist, and in favor of adhering honestly 
to all the compromises of that instrument. If I were 
in Congress, and the South should come into court 
with clean hands, keeping faithfully her side of the 
compact, and demand of us a fugitive sLive law, I 
should feel bound to give her one (either by na- 
tional or state legislation), and a bona fide one, but 
one consistent with law, decency, safety to the free, 
and the self-respect of the North. 

I have inflicted upon you a pretty heavy penalty 
for a word, and without a jury, too. But permit me 
to say that I have written so at length because there 
is a good deal of misunderstanding as to the position 
of Massachusetts Free Soilers, because I know you 
are capable and desirous of doing justice to those 
from whom you differ, and because I value highly 
your favorable opinion. 
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To be an avowed Free Soiler in Boston between the 
years 1848 and 1856 implied a good deal. The social, 
financial, and political conditions then existing are now al- 
most forgotten, and in few years more he who speaks the 
truth about them will be denounced as a roaligner. So- 
ciety, as it is called, — that is, the wealth, culture and pro- 
fessional and business activities of Boston, — in short, tlie 
large majority of those " best people " towards whom Dana 
felt an instinctive affinity, were Whigs, and devoted per- 
sonal as well as political adherents of Mr. Webster. A cer- 
tain thin, colorless anti-slavery sentiment had always been 
current and fashionable among them, a sentiment handed 
down from the early days of the re]>ublic, and more recently 
reflected from England ; but it was a mere sentiment, hav- 
ing no hold ciUicr in conviction or in malcriul interest. On 
the contrary, so far as material interests were concerned, 
a great cliange had recently taken place. The manufactur- 
ing development of Msissachusctts had been rapid, and a 
close affiliation had sprung up between the cotton spinners 
of the Nortli and the cotton producers of the South, — or, 
as Charles Sunnier put it, l>ctwecn ** the lords of the loom 
and the lords of Iho lash.*' So long as Mr. Webster ad- 
hered to the anti-slavery utterances of his earlier days, — 
so long as he saw fit to claim the Wilmot Proviso as his 
thunder, and to keep terms with the Liberty party, — the 
reactionary under-current was scarcely perceptible; but 
when he changed front openly, — putting in his bid for 
Sootliem support, — there was no longer any concealment. 
Under the guise of loyalty to the Union nnd the Constitution, 
social and business Boston by degrees became in its heart, 
and almost avowedly, a pro-slavery community ; an<l it so 
remained until 18G1. After the war of the rebellion fairly 
broke out, a stron^rer feeling, that of patriotism, dominated 
over sympathy wilh the South ; but even when there was 
hardly a family in the city which did not count father, 
brother, son or husband in the field, talk as treasonable as 
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it was idle was daily and hourly heard in the fashionable 
clul>-house of Beacon Sti*eet True* it was then mere chatter 
in the mouths of human parrots ; but it echoed loudly and 
constantly what a few yeara before luid been the political 
creed of tlie acknowledged leaders of the town. 

Between 1848 and 1856 feeling also ran high ; and in 
Boston it ran all one way. Women became politicians. 
Weak attempts wei-e made at social ostracism ; attempts 
ludicrous now to look back upon, but at tlie time exasper- 
ating to tliose against whom tliey were insolently directed. 
An abolitionist was looked upon as a sort of common enemy 
of mankind ; a Free Soiler was only a weak and illogical 
abolitionist The bold and pointed criticisms made on Mr. 
Webster were i*esented as outrages on decency. Tlie few 
rcprcHontiitivcs of the unfashionable side — and in number 
they were a mere liandful — who had a rccogni'Aeil stand- 
ing in the drawing-rooms of Summer, Park and Beacon 
slrcets were iiia<lo to feel in many ways the conloni]>t thero 
felt for the cauHC they had espoused. Sunmer and Dana, 
for instance, had long been fi*equent and favored guests in 
the houBe of Mr. Ticknor. After Uiey became pronounced 
Free Soilers they soon ceased to be seen there ; and, indeed, 
tilings went so far that all social relations between them 
and Uie family of their former host were broken off. So it 
was generally. Slowly but surely the country was working 
itself up to the war point ; and the conservative and reac- 
tionary interests, instinctively realizing the fact, demeaned 
themselves according to their wont. 

Dana was not a man to regard considerations of this sort, 
or to pause in his course for one instant from fear of social 
or professional slicrhts. He did not feel called upon to as- 
sert himself socially, for the reason that no doubt as to his 
social position ever entered his mind ; he held himself and 
his family high. Neither did he now care for social life. 
Immersed in his profession, with a house full of young chil- 
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Uinmenta. Never a party goer, he rarely dined oat, and 
only occasioiiany went to receptions. So far as what is 
known as society was concerned, therefore, tlie unpopularity 
of the eause he advocated affected him far less than it did 
Sumner, upon whom many and pointed slights were put, 
which he felt keenly, and rarely forgot or forgave. From 
the prf>ff»flional jNiint of view Uiis o|)cii and conscientious 
adhesion to tlie unpopular side affected Dana much more. 
He was, as will presently he seen, openly taunted with strik- 
ing the hand that fed him ; and he was not tlie man to hear 
such a taunt in silence. Moreover, nearly all the wealth 
and the moneyed institutions of Boston were controlled by 
the conservatives; and among tlie moneyed institutions 
were tlie iimrine insurance companies. The shi|>-owner8 
and incrrhaiits were Whigs almost to a man. It is, thei*e-> 
fore, safely within the mark to say that Dana's political 
eourse between 1848 and 1860 not only retarded his profes- 
sional advancement, but seriously impaired his income. It 
kept the rich clients from his office. He was the counsel of 
the sailor and tlie slave, — persistent, courageous, hard-fight- 
ing, skilful, hut still Uie advocate of tlic poor and tlio un- 
poiHilar. In the mind of wealthy and re8i)ectable Boston 
almost any one was to l>c preferred to him, — tlio Free 
Soil lawyer, Uie counsel for the fugitive slave, alert, indomi- 
table, always on hand. It is impossible to say how many 
clients were prevented from going to Dana during his years 
of active practice by considerations of this sort; but tlie 
number was unqucKtionably large, and the interests tliey rc|>- 
rescnted larger still. Indeed, brilliant as was his career 
at the bar, he never had what would be considered a lucra- 
tive practice ; and that he did not have such a practice 
was due to ]»rojiidicc connectod with liia early ])olitical as- 
sociations. He too sufrered for his advocacy of the poor 
and the oppressed. 

titidged by worldly results to himself, the stop Dana now 
took was probably a mistake. He went out of the line of 
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his profession and mixed in politics. He in so far dissi- 
pated his force. In doing this he did only wliat many had 
done hefore, and many others havo done since. Among 
Massachusetts men and Boston lawyers John Adsuna, 
Fisher Ames and Daniel Webster were cases in point. 
That in certain ways Dana had a strong natural call to pub- 
lic life is undeniable ; he showed this while a member of the 
Convention of 1853, and after that he always looked forward 
to a political career, which was some day to open before 
him. In one of the many familiar talks which as a student 
in his office I had with him a few years later, I remember 
his speaking of himself in this respect vrith the utmost free* 
dom. He then said that he thought the Senate chamber, 
— a political body, as he expressed it, of some fifty or sixty 
members, — would be the field in which his powers woald 
find their most perfect pluy, and that in which he could 
accomplish the best results of which he was capable ; and 
long afterwards J heard tFsuiios liussell TiOwcll, who knew 
him well, express a precisely similar opinion. Until late in 
life he confidently believed that to become a member of 
such a body was a tiling in store for him before he died. 

Yet it may well be questioned whether in this country, at 
least since the year 1848, a successful political career would 
have been possible for a man of Dana's tcmpcranicnt and 
peculiar way of looking at things. He was born faistidious, 
and at bottom always remained so, — his pcrstmality was 
pronounced, causing in him a tendency to idiosyncracies 
very incompatible with a continued political life in Amer- 
ica. He was punctilious about reli«>^ion, observances and 
rites, about points of honor, about family and social posi- 
tion, about tlie past, about precedents. He would look at 
tiling in a lar^o way, present tlutni wilh incompaniblo 
clearness and move towaitls his end with directness and 
strengtli ; then suddenly some needless side issue was apt to 
present itself and assume undue importance, — an issue, 

vv<ii>liorka w1«i/in Iia 1«a/l liimaAir Avaofa/I l-f a 4'niia A/\«ta4'a*k4'lw 
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offered to Ids opponents points of altaek, and they were 
points of attack apon which the popidar sjrnipathj was al- 
most sure to be against liim. No man of L>ana*s peculiar 
type has ever yet been a success in American politics. 

Bat if, like John Adams, — who of all the New England 
public characters he most rescuiblccl, — Dana was to achieve 
success in public life, he could achieve it only by pursuing 
the course wliich John Adams pursued, — tlmt is, by throw- 
ing himself, body and soul, into a rising popular cause and 
aVsolutely identifying himself with it. Had he done Uiis, 
the chances would have been against him, but still not im- 
possibly he might have played a large part in the movement 
of wliich he could hardly have failed to be a mouthpiece. 
It is not probable he ever formed for himself any well-de- 
fined plan of political career, but rather always looked for- 
ward to it as a somewhat vague possibility ; nevertlieless had 
he, instead of thus drifting to his end, really matured some 
such plan, the instuict which caused him in 1848 to break 
ground politically by consenting to attend the Buffalo conven- 
tion of that year as a delegate would have guided him well. 

Tlie Buffalo convention was one of the more ini)M)rtant 
upheavals in the process of i>olitical disinlegration which 
went steadily on between the years 1844, when the " Bir- 
neyites " deprived Uonry Chiy of the electoral vote of New 
York, and 1856, when the Whig party disappeared, and the 
pro-slavery Democracy found itself confronted by the anti- 
slavery Republican organization of the North. In 1848, 
tliough the Whig party was already doomed, its time had 
not yet come. The Free Soil movement of 1848 was, 
lhcn»forc, premature ; and moreover, as the result after- 
wards showed, there was something almost ludicrous in a 
combination of " Conscience Wliiijs " of Massachusetts, in 
revolt over the nomination of the slave-owning General 
Taylor, with the " Barnburning " Democrats of New York, 
intc^nt only upon avenj^ing on Cass the defeat of Van Bnren. 
None the less the Free Soil movement of 1848 clearly 
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foreshadowed the Republican nprising of 1856, and of the 
men who took part in the Buffalo convention an unusually 
large proportion afterwards became prominent as political 
leaders. 

Dana was not destined to be one of these. To have made 
himself one of them it would have been necessary to sub- 
ordinate law to politics. He might for twelve years yet to 
come liave followed his profession, but the law is proverbi- 
ally a jealous mistress, and the political movement most 
have absorbed his thoughts and attention to such an extent 
that his heart would not have been in his work. John 
Adams went through almost exactly the same ex|)erience. 
In 1848 Dana was a young lawyer steadily growing in his 
profession, with a family wholly dependent upon him; so 
was John Adams in 1 765. Dana in the fugitive slave trials 
drew to himself great notice, identifying his name in the 
public mind with the popular side of a great political cause ; 
John Adams did something of the same sort, but on the un- 
popular side, in his defence of the British soldiers concerned 
in the Boston ** massacre." Here the parallel ends. When 
the revolutionary troubles broke out in 1775, John Adams 
abandoned his profession forever, and identified himself 
absolutely with the cause of national independence. Had 
Dana as the result either of chance or calculation pursued a 
similar course when the rebellion broke out in 18G1, his 
political ambition might have been gratified. Perhaps no 
opening offered itself ; but if it did offer itself, he failed to 
grasp it. Certainly at a later time he looked for it in vain. 
The tide in the affairs of men had flooded ; and for him it 
did not flood again. 

Dana owed his connection with the fugitive slave cases of 
185«{-51 to his political alliliations; and his coiinection with 
tliose cases was the one great professional and political act 
of his life. It was simply superb. There is nothing fairer 
or nobler in the long, rich archives of the law ; and the 

tnftn ivhn hnlrin thikf mnnrA in hin hnnrl tiiAv fifAn/1 urifli 
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head erect at the bar of final judgment itself. This episode 
ajiart, — and it was purely an episode — it would in the final 
result have been better for Dana had he sternly set his face 
against all things political and, confining himself to the law, 
kept his eyes steadily fixed on its prizes. He never would 
have been a money-making lawyer ; and indeed for money 
making in any way he liad in his younger days a somewhat 
callow, even though chivalrous, contempt, and, in later life, 
small aptitude. No one who knew him would ever have 
sought him out as an adviser because of liis skill or judgment 
in dealing with intricate business affairs. He was above all 
else a barrister, — a lawyer of the forum ; and he had small 
business capacity. He would fight a case for all tliero was 
in it before a jury or the bench ; ho had a fair knowledge 
of the books and a strong grasp on legal principles ; he was 
al>solutely fearless, never hesitating to measure himself 
against any one ; he did not know when he was beaten. 
His pro|>er place, therefore, was at the bar. Up to 1848 
he was on exactly the right path, — the path to distinctive 
professional eminence. Had he adhered to it, he not im- 
probably would at last have attained, had lie ho desired, that 
foremost jilnce in the judiciary of Massac^husctts, once held 
by his gran<l father. Most assuredly ho would have risen to 
the front rank of his profession as a jurist of national fame. 
Had he remained steadfast to his calling, all this well 
might have been ; but with a pronounce<l taste for political 
life, Dana unfoHunately had no political faculty. The 
influence his rough experience before the mast exerted 
upon him has already been referred to. To a certain ex- 
tent it qualified him to deal practically with men. But, 
however potent for good or evil such an influence may be, 
it can only modify ; it cannot develop in a man that whieh 
is not in him to be developed. Under certain circumstances 
Dana mis^ht have been an eminent statesman ; but under 
no circumstances could he ever have been a successful 
politician. 
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Wlien, therefore, ho mado liis '* cli^but in political life " on 
the 7th of July, 1848, and when in tlie following August 
he went to Buffalo, he took the step of a lifetime, for thence- 
forward ho never ceased to hunger for a pidilic and |K>litical 
career. Had the contribution he made to politics and polit- 
ical discussion been large, it might have compensated for 
the loss both lie and his profession sustained when he wan- 
dered from it ; but such was not t)ie case, for he never gave 
himself sufficiently to public questions to exert a percep- 
tible influence upon results. His was but an intermittent 
voice in a loud and sustained tumult, — a voice that was 
lost in the uproar. 

Nevertheless, both inclination and a sense of political 
duty pointing one way, Dana went to Buffalo in 1848. He 
went there as a Webster Whig, bolting the nomination for 
the pi'csidency of General Taylor, — doing what his leailer 
wanted to do, but did not clearly see his way to do. The 
following cxlmdit from IrtMnt) t4> liiH wifo rvUw Ui the con- 
siderations which induced him to take part in the Tremont 
Temple meeting of July 7, and describe the circumstances 
which led to his being selected as one of the delegates to 
that convention, the action taken at which defeated Lewis 
Cass, and made Zachary Taylor president. 

Ji//y 8. I write in a hnrry, for I am goin<» to 
spend Sundiiy with the Ticknors, leaving at 5.30 
P. M. 

I sent yon a packet yesterday, and a few news- 
papers to-day, that yoii may see what I am doing. 
Tlie " Whig " is favorable, the ** Advertiser'* hostile, 
and the " Chronotype " radical, bo yoii can judge 
fit)in tliom all. The moeting was very largo, in tlio 
7'eniple, respectable and enthnsiaslic. Few of the 
^/experienced politicians have joined, but I confidently 
expect some action from some of them. I will send 
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or two. It was very well received, and my friends 
who were present said I did extremely well. I iim 
in it, in my heart. I think the honor of Massivchu- 
setts requires it, and I hope you will sympathize 
with me. 

July 14. As to your question about the Free 
Soil movement, I cannot say that wc do think our 
** efforts will put to naught those of the other par- 
ties." Our success depends upon the turn the public 
mind takes at the North the next three months, 
and the candidate nominated at BuiTalo. As for 
myself, I can truly answer your question by saying 
that it u **only for principle's sake that I stir, 
after tlie other candidates aro nominated.** If the 
North ciui be brought to act with independence and 
spirit, we may be able to give the Free Soil candi- 
date a very large vote ; but whether enough to elect 
him, or what will be the ultimate result, I don't pre- 
tend to predict. ** It is a case of duty." 

July 21. You will want to know how I came to 
be chosen. Boston sends three delegates, with the 
nnderstaufling that one is to be taken from each of 
the thi*ee sections from which our party is made 
up, — Whigs, Democrats, and Liberty Party m^n. 
The last two named each its man, and the Whigs 
were somewhat divided between me and Sumner. 
S. wished to go, and his personal friends wished to 
have him go, but all the influential men were in 
favor of me, bec;iuse they said Sumner was not a 
Whig, and would not be so considered by the 
people. Some of them said, too, that he had no 
courage and no opinicms of his own, but would bo 
influenectl by others. 'J1ie Free Soil men, who arc 
Whigs, are in favor of Judge McLean and they 
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knew I would go for him. Accordingly they agreed 
on lliiis, called upon Sumner, and told liini ho was 
not considered as a Whig, and that they thought the 
interest of the party required the election of one who 
was recognized as a decided Whig. He acceded to 
this view, wrote a very proper letter, and gave up. 
I told the convention I should do all I could in favor 
of Judge McLean, but should accede to the nomina- 
tion of Van Buren if it was made. This is the his- 
t^>ry of the thing, and such is my position. If 
McLean is nominated, we shall do vei*y well in Mas- 
sachusetts, but if Van Buren, we shall be beaten. It 
is rather a forlorn hope in Boston, where the mon- 
eyed intere t is so strong and so utU^'ly indiflFerent 
to slavery. I expect to die an hononible death ; at 
least, 1 am prepared to. How much I regret the 
want of pecuniary means. I could give time and 
money to this cause in such a way as to be an aid to 
it and a credit to myself. 

July 28. Our politics are a most absorbing t-opio. 
We can hardly think of anything else. I am obliged 
to exert every effort to secure the right action of the 
BulTalo Convention, by letters and conversation with 
peraons of every gnule of opinion. I happen by cir- 
cumstances to be put in a measure at the head of 
the party in Boston, and have much to do. If we 
nominate McLean and go forward well, and public 
sentiment goes with us, I shall yield to older and 
more distinguished men; but if Van Buren is nomi- 
nated and we have up-hill work here, I suppose I 
shall be left undisturbed. But the cause looks very 
well indeed. I believe the spirit of the people is 
getting fairly roused at last, except in Boston. 

Did I tell you that I found on examining the his- 
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tory of the original Fi*ee Soil ordinance of 1787 that 
it was seconded in the Continental Congress by my 
great grandfather EUery, moved by Kufus King ? 

From this point the diary completes the narrative. IF 

Augutt 4-7. Friday. I^ft for BnfTalo via New 
York at five r. M. . . . Loft New York Satnrday 
A. M. in the II. Hudson and reached Albany at 
night, rooms at Congi*e8s Hall. . . . Meeting in the 
cabin of all Buffalo people. Voted to have the con- 
vention organized wilh three from e^ich district, etc. 
Left at seven P. M. Sunday, and reached Canandaigua 
at twelve M. of Monday, travelling all night. Left 
Canandaigua at night, slept four hours at Rochester, 
and reached Buffalo at noon, llooms at American 
House. 

August 9. Convention meets. Charles Francis 
Adams chosen president, received with great applause, 
and high tributes paid to his father and his State. 

Tho recommendation of the committees adopted. 
This results in a mass convention to hear speeches 
and nitify, and a select eonvcntion, called conferc<^s, 
to do the work — the latter being the actual dele- 
gates — each State three times its electoral vote. 
Our delegation mainly at the Americsm, and our head- 
quarters there. C. F. Adams, S. C. Phillips, Jno. 
Mills, our most prominent men. Wm. F. Channing 
and Cummings, the a1>olition editor, though neither 
of them delegates, attend one of our meetings, in 
onrroom, make motion, speak, vote, and try to inter- 
fere with the organization in the tenth district, but 
are voted down. When members generally learned 
that they were not delegates, they were much sur- 
prised, and they lost all influence. 
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Meeting of conferees at the court-house. ChHse, of 
Ohio, president, and S. C. Phillips first vice-president, 
and acting. Organize and vote to have an informal 

illot, viva voce. 

August 10. Delegates meet at twelve M. in the 
Universalist church, which is on the Park, opposite 
the tent. It hiis no galleries, and none are admitted 
but delegates, not even reporters. The States have 
seats assigned them. Massachusetts and New York 
and Ohio in front and centre, Pennsylvania on the 
left, Indiana, Illinois, etc., on the right, and the smaller 
delegations at the sides. 

B. F. Butler from the committee on the Platform 
reports the resolutions constituting the Platform. 
These wvve first drawn by a sub-committee of seven, 
unanimously agreed upon, then reported to the full 
committee of three from each Stale, discuused, modi- 
fied and unanimously adopted. These were adopted 
by the delegates, by acclamation, and without debate. 
We reported them to the mass convention, which 
adopted them in the same manner with great enthu- 
siasm. In our (delegates') convention, every sentence 
W2US applauded, and some enthusiastically, with shouts 
and screams, waving of hats and handkerchiefs. 

The Platform having been adopted, we proceeded 
to the subject of the presidency, amd it was a proof of 
the determination and principle of the convention, 
that it refused to do anything about the nomination 
until the Platform was settled, although it involved 
a delay of nearly a day. 

It was voted to call the roll of members, and that 
each member should nominate the person who was 
his preference, it not being a binding vote, either on 
the convention or on the individuals, but only a mode 
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Before doing this, we required to know the position 
of the candidates. Judge McLean being named, Mr. 
Chase of Ohio, nephew of Judge McLean, president 
of the delegates* convention, announced that Judge 
Mcl^sin was not a candidate. Exphinations were 
loudly caUiHl for, and Mr. Chase furtlicr explained 
that he was authorized by Judge McLean to say that 
he refused to be a candidate, though his feelings wera 
with us. Mr. Stanton then defined Mr. HaWs posi- 
tion, and said that as the platform was satisfactory 
to the Lil>orty party, Mr. Hale authorized them to 
abandon their nomination of hi in, miuic a year ago, 
and go into Ihe convention [with all candidates] on 
equal terms, to abide its result. This was rieceived 
with great applause. 

Mr. Butler was then loudly called for, to explain 
the position of Mr. Van Buren. He expressed his 
personal willingness to do so, but declined unless 
required by a vote o[ the convention. It was then 
voted unanimously that he be requested to explain, 
etc. 

Mr. Butler then made a long and able speech, ex- 
plaining the history of the Barnburners' movement, 
ending by producing and reading Mr. Van Buren's 
letter of August 2, authorizing his friends to abandon 
his nomination at Utica, assuring them that it will be 
most satisfactory to him to have another person nomi- 
nated in his place, and expressing the deepest interest 
in the conventi«»n. Mr. Butler expressed liis belief 
that Mr. Van Bnrcn would accept the nomination, 
and adopt the platform. His friends put themselves 
on the convention, to take its chance, and abide lis 
results. This was the turning i)oint of the conven- 
tion. For we Massaclmsetts Whigs had determined 
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not to go into the ballot unless the Democrats came 
m on equal terms, and took with ns the chances of 
the nomination. 

The rolls were called. All the Democrats voted 
for Mr. Van Buren^ and nearly all the Liberty men 
for HhIo. But CImse of Ohio, Stanton and two or 
three others, voted for Van Buren. The Whigs held 
the balance of power. It was a critical moment when 
Massachusetts was called. It happened that S. 0. 
Phillips was called first. Being a vice-president, he 
sat in the pulpit, came forward and said, in a clear 
voice, — Martin Van Buren. Applause broke out, 
which the president suppressed. Alvord voted the 
same way, and the two Democrats, which gave Van 
Buren four of the six delegates at large. I was 
called next, and named Van Buren. The same thing 
followed through the other districts, the Liberty men 
voting mainly for Hale. Mr. C. F. Adams, Weston, 
Brooks, and perhaps one other Whig named Giddings. 
The result was that in Massachusetts Van Buren had 
twenty to Hale's ten, and there were five scattering 
and one absent. The scattering were Whigs who 
named Giddings, for consistonoy's 8;dce, but would 
have voted for Van Buron on an acttual ballot. 
Adams told me I was right. He had a special reason 
for not naming Van Buren at first. 

The result of the whole call was that 244 named 
Van Buren, 181 Hale, and 41 were scattering. It 
being clear that Mr. Van Buren had the greater 
number, Mr. Joshua I^avitt of MsissachnsottH roso 
to address the assembly. He was called to the 
platform, and made one of the noblest speeches 
that was ever made to a deliberative assembly. He 
sketched the history of the Liberty party and its 
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labors, sacrifices and efforts for fifteen years, the per- 
secution and contumely it had suffered, the expense 
of time, money and reputation. He spoke of Mr. 
Hale, of his noble conduct, of the devoted attachment 
of the Liberty pai'ty to him. But now the time had 
come when they must surrender all into the hands of 
this new party. They must also give up their favor- 
ite candidate. This was touching in the extreme. 
We knew that Loavitt himself bad sacrificed and en- 
dured all for this cause, and now, in the moment of 
its success, was to dissolve a party of which he was a 
leader, to take an inferior place among men who Inid 
just come into the movement. Many were moved to 
tears. One sentence of his was triumphant in its 
effect, and brought down the most enthusiastic ap- 
plause. ** This result, for which we have labored and 
suffered for fifteen years, the Providence of God and 
the misconduct of man have accomplished in an 
hour," — referring to the new issue of Free Soil, 
rsiised by the conquest of new territory, lie con- 
cluded by moving the unanimous nomination of Mr. 
Van Burcn. This wsis seconded by Lewis of Ohio, 
also of the Liberty party, in an admirable speech, 
and was carried by acclamation. 

The question of the vice -presidency now arose. 
The president being a Democrat, it was a matter 
of course that the vice-president should be a Whig ; 
and HS the president was from the £ast it was agreed 
that the vice-president should be nominated by the 
West. Accordingly, Mr. Sedgwick of Massachusetts 
moved that the roll be called, beginning at the West. 
We then adjourned for tea, upon a suggestion that 
consultation would save time. The general under- 
standing was that Ohio, the chief western Stat<s 
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should consulfc the others, and that their nomination 
should be received. Ohio met and was unanimous 
for Mr. Adams. There wsis an enthuniasm for him, 
partly on account of his fathor, whoso memory ihcy 
desired to honor and vindicate, and partly on his own 
account, to vindicate him, as the early champion of 
the Conscience Whigs, against the attacks and sneers 
of the Cotton Whigs of Massachusetts. The feeling 
for J. Q. Adams was far greater than I had imagined. 
People crowded about the son, shook his hands, s[>oke 
of their admiration for the ^^ old man,*' and seemed 
by a natural process of the mind to desire to show to 
him the respect they could not show to the father. 
The other western States were also unanimous, and 
the sixty [and] odd del^ates frani Pcuinsylvania met 
and resolved on Adams. A committee then ciilled 
upon him, and told him what they meant to do. 
He at first refused, telling them it was agreed it 
should be a western man. ^* No,*' said these gener- 
ous, whole-souled men, '^ No, the agreement was that 
it should be a western nomination, and we agree on 
you." 

Mr. Adams was very much affected, and said he 
should do nothing, but leave it entirely to the Massar 
chusetts delegation. We were called together, and 
agreed to say that we should leave it entirely to them 
— that we should do nothing for Mr. Adams, but if 
they chose to take him, we were much obliged to 
them. 

The convention mot at eight P. M. Before coming 
to order, Mr. I. L. White of New York spoke to the 
western men about Cravens of Indiana, but they said 
they did not want him, they wanted Mr. Adams. 
An old fellow from Wisconsin, with sunburnt face. 
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hook nose, deep voice, and a noble, ardent counte- 
nance, seeing my badge, clapped bis great band on 
my sboulder, and said, ^^Yes, sir, we want bim. 
He's tbe man for ibis day and time. Tbere be is 
mih the crape on his hat now/' Mr. Adams wore 
crape on a wliito bat for bis father. It went to tbe 
hearts of these men, as though he bad csirried bis im« 
age before him. 

A gentleman rose suid stated tbe opinion and feel- 
ing of the West, and moved that Charles F. Adams 
of Massachusetts be unanimously nominated. Never, 
since my cars first admitted sound, have I heard such 
an acclamation. Men sprang upon the tops of the 
seats, threw their hats in tbe air, and ev^n to tbe 
ceiling. The cheering was repeated, the news spread 
to tbe tent, and in a moment we heard it giyen back 
with interest. We went on cheering, three for John 
P. Hale and his noble friends, three for the LilK^rty 
party and Joshua Lcavitt, tlii*ee for the Wliigs, three 
for tbe Barnburners, three for John Van Bnren, 
three for the Platform, etc. 

Some inferior business being disposed of, we ad- 
journed sine die^ and our chairman reported to the 
Mnssachusetts Convention. Here ngain the platform 
and candidates were confirmed by a tremendous ac- 
clamation, Hud after songs and speeches the conven- 
tion adjourniMl sine die. 

Thus ended a noble and providentially successful 
convention. It was vital in every part, and con- 
ducted with absolute fairness. Each district, in send- 
ing its three delegates, Imd, as V'ar as practicable, one 
from each of tlio former psirties. In New York 
there were thirl y-six from Democrats, thirty -six 
Whigs, and thirty-six Liberty men, or persons who 
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wero nominated and stood as such, and in Van 
Hiiren's own Stato, almost every third vote was for 
Hale. So in every other Slate. Not an unplea8:mt 
word was uttered, not a personality arose, not a point 
of order was raised or disputed, not a complaint of 
unfairness was made in the organization or conduct 
of the convention. 

AuffUHt 11. Friday. Left at 7.45 A. M. for AI- 
b:iny, travelling djiy and night, reached Albany Sat- 
urday at nine A. M., took bath and dined at Delavan 
& Co.*s. Left at 2.45 p. M. for Springfield and Hart- 
ford, and reached Wethersfield at eleven o*clock at 
night. 

During the montlis which followed Dana took an active 
part in the political campaign, making speeches in favor of 
tho nominees of the Free Soil party. All tliis mast have 
seriously interfered with his professional woik, but, like lec- 
turing, it brought him in contact with a great number of 
people, thus causing him to be more widely known. The 
election over, he returned to Uie routine of a lawyer's life. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THB ADIRONDAGKS AUD JOHN BROWM. 

Ths next year Dana visited the Adirondacks for his vaei^ 
lion outing. His diaiy contains a L>ng and vivid account 
of his experiences, and of the exposure and fatigue he un- 
derwent, and, it ought to he added, thoroughly enjoyed. 
'Ilio original rocoril \h still interesting, notwitlistaiKling those 
ini|)crfection8 which necessarily occur in every uncorrected 
first draft of a narrative filling many pages ; hut during tliis 
trip Dana chanced upon no less a person than tlie after- 
wards famous John Brown, then living as a farmer in the 
wilds of northern New York. More than twenty years later 
Dana wrote out for the '< Atlantic Blontlily " (July, 1871) 
tlio following account oC this cx|K*ricnce : — 

... In the sinnmcr of 1849 Mr. Mefcalf and I 
went into the Adirondacks, then but little known to 
tourists. Our journey up the valley of the Connecti- 
cut, across Vermont, and up Lake Champlain, full of 
beauties as it was, presented nothing that would be 
new to most readers. At Westport, near the head 
of Lake Champlain on the New York side, we found 
*a delightful colony of New England friends — a re- 
tired officer of the army, and two Boston gentlemen, 
one of leisure and one of business — planted in as 
charming a neighborhood as one need wish to live in, 
— the. l:ike bofore them, the (iroen Mountain ran<;e 
across the lake, and the Adirondacks towering and 
stretching along the western horizon. 
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At this timo Westport had sprung into active life 
hy means of an enterprise of Boston capiialisU, \\\\o 
liad set np iron-works there. All hiul an appearance 
of succi'ssful business. The houses of the workmen, 
and the other appurtenances and surroundings were 
marked by a style which was but too pleasing to the 
fancy; yet they were the results of the application of 
wealth under good taste, and with a large view to the 
future. Changes of business or of tariffs or other 
causes have long ago brought all this to an end ; and 
I suppose the little vllhige has rehipsed into its origi- 
nal state of torpor and insignificance. 

Here we took up a companion for our wild tour, 
Mr. Aikens, in theory a lawyer, but in practice a 
traveller, sport-snum, and woodsman ; and Mr. Jack* 
son lent us a wagon with a pair of mules, and a boy 
Tommy to commiusiiry and perauado the mules, and 
we drove out of Westport in (he afternoon of a very 
hot day and made for the mountains. Our route lay 
throngli Pleasant Valley, along the pretty Bouquet 
River, which flows from the mountains, winding 
among graceful hills, into the lake. We baited at 
Elizabethtown, and spent the night at Ford's tavern, 
in the township of Keene, sleeping on the floor, and 
finding that we were expected to wash in the river, 
and were on our way again before sunrise. From 
Keene westward we began to meet signs of frontier 
lite, — log-cabins, little clearings, bad -roads over* 
shadowed by forests, mountain torrents, and the re- 
freshing odor of balsam firs and hemlocks. The next 
morning we stopped at a log-house to breakfast, and 
found a guide to take us through the Indian Pass, 
and sent Tommy and his mules forward to Osgood's 
tavern ; and, with no luggage but such as we could 
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easily carry on our backs, begsin our walk to Lake 
Sandford, TaliaNvus and the Adirondiick Iron-Works. 
The day wsus exln^nuly hot; and i\s the distanco 
was less than twenty miles, we went on rather lei- 
surely, stopping and wondering at the noble expanse 
of niountiin scenery. There wns no footpath, and 
wo went bv blazed lines, over fallen timber, from 
stream to stream, from hilltop to hilltop, through 
undergi'owth and copse, treading on moss and strewn 
leaves \\lrch masked roots of trees and loose stones 
and other matter for stumbling ; a laborious joumo}', 
but full of int4*rest from the objects near at hand, and 
made sublime by the sense of the presence of ihosn 
vsiHt-Htrctching ranges of mounUiiuH. In theaftmioon 
we cume into the Indian Pass. This is a ravine, 
or gorge, formed by two close and parallel walls of 
nearly piM'pendicular cliffs, of about thirteen hundred 
feet in height, and almost black in their hue. before 
I had seen the Yosemite Valley, these cliffs satisfied 
my ideal of steep motnitain walls. From the highest 
level of the Pass flow two mountain torrents, in 
opposite dir<»ct ions, — one the source of the Hudson, 
and so reaching the Atlantic; and the other the 
source of the An Sable, which runs into Lake (ham- 
plain, and at last into the Gulf of St. I>;iwreuce, — but 
no larger when they begin, trickling from the rocks, 
than streams from the nose of a teapot. The pines 
growing in the high crevices l(»ok no bigger than pins, 
and in much of this Pass there is only a narrow 
scam of sky right overhead. Almost a wintry ehiil 
pervades the air, and we refreshed ourselves with 
water dripping from out of ice-caverns, and walked 
over banks of snow which lie here through the year, 
preserved by the exclusion of the sun. Neither road 
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nor footpath is practicable hero, and the scene is one 
of wihl, silent, awful grandcnr. 

Coining out of the Psias, a few miles of rough 
walking on a downward grade brought us again to 
small clearingH, cuttings of wood piled up to be carried 
off when the snow should make sledding over the 
stumps of trees pmcticable ; and about sundown we 
straggled into the little extemporized iron- workers' 
village of Adirondack. 

This was as wild a spot for a manufacturing village 
as can well be imagined, — in the heart of the moun- 
tains, with a ditliuult communication to the south- 
ward, and none at all in any other direction, — a 
mere clearing in a forest that stretches into Can:ida. 
It stood on a rapid stream which flows from I^ake 
Henderson into Lake Sand ford, where it was hoped 
that the water-power and the vi«!inity of good ore 
would counter-balance the difficulties of transporta- 
tion. The works, which were called the Adirondack 
lri)n-Works, were begun and carried on with an en- 
terprise and frugality that deserved better luck than, 
I unclerstsmd, befell them at hist. There were no at- 
tempts here at the taste or style the Boston capitsdists 
ha<l displayed at Westport. All things had the nitor 
in adversum look. The agent lived in a house where 
it was plain that one room served for parlor, kitchen, 
and nursery. He was a hard-worked, sore-pressed 
man. A chance to sleep on a floor in a house with 
ninety-six puddlers, with liberty to wash in the stream, 
was as fair a result as wo had a right lo expect in tlio 
one house into which strangers could bo received. 
Hut then we had the consolation that our landlord 
was a justice of the peace, and wrote "esquire " after 
liis name, and had actually married a couple, it was 
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hoped in due form, and was popularly supposed to be 
able to fill out a writ, if the rough habits of the peo- 
ple should ever call for so foruml a process. 

The three or four dsiys we were here we gave to 
excursions up and down Lake Sandford, to Newcomb's 
farm, and Dan (iates*s csimp, and to the top of Tah&- 
wus. A small company of woodsmen, professional 
hunteniand trappers, took us under their charge — as 
good a set of honest, decent, kind-hearted, sensible 
men as one could expect to meet with, having, I 
thought, more propriety of tsdk and manners, more 
enlargement of mind and general knowledge, than 
the ssime number of common sailors taken equally at 
randttm would have shown. There was Dan Gates 
and Tone Snyder — I suppose an abbreviation of 
Anthony or Antoine — and John Cheney and Jack 
Wright, names redolent in memory of rifles and sa- 
ble-traps, and hemlock camps and deer, and trout and 
hard wnlks and good talks. We rowed up Lake 
Sandford at dawn and backby moonlight, visiting the 
N«>wcomb farm, and drinking of the spring on the hill 
by tlio side of Lake Delia, to which opinion had at- 
tache<l marvellous restorative powers. 

The scenery here is as dlderent from that of the 
White Mountains as if these were in a different hem- 
isphere. Here the mountains wave with woods, and 
are green with bushes to their summits ; torrents 
break down into the valleys on all sides ; lakes of 
varions sizes and shapes glitter in the landscape, 
borderi'd by bendinfj woods whose roots strike through 
the waters. There is none of that dn-arv, barren 
grandfur that marks the White Mountains, altliongh 
Tah&wus, the highest, is about fifty-four hundred feet 
high — only some six hundred or seven hundred feet 
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less than Monnfc Wasliingfon. The Tndian Pass 
frowns over one end of iho lake, and Tahawus and 
Mount Mclntire tower on each sido; anti at nearly 
all points on the lake were the most voluble echoes, 
which the shouts of the boatmen awakened for us. 
The moon, the mountains, the lake, the dipping oars 
and the echoes made Lake Sandford a fascination in 
the remembrance. 

We spent two days and nights in the ascent of 
Tahftwus and the return, camping out under hemlock 
boughs, cooking our trout and venison in the open 
air, and enjoying it all as I verily believe none can so 
thoroughly as they who escape from city life. Some 
sycophantic state surveyor had named this mountain 
Mount Marcy, after the then leader of the political 
party in power ; but a com[>any of travellers have 
chiselled the old Indian name into rocks at its sum- 
mit, and called upon tdl who follow them to aid in its 
preservation. The woodsmen have taken it up, and 
1 hope this king of the range may be saved from the 
incongruous nomenclature that has got possession of 
too largo a part of this region. Sandford and Mcln- 
tire and Marcy, the naines of local ))oliticians, like 
bits of liiBt y(*ar*8 nowspapci-s on the bob of a kite, 
tied to these majestic, solenui mountains, ^^rock- 
ribbed and ancient as the sun " I In the White 
Mountains I fear that too long a prescription has 
settled down over those names which have not un- 
fairly subjected us to the charge of being without 
imni]^ination or fancy, — g<>ing to our nhnanacs and 
looking up lists of presidents and members of Congress 
and stump-speakers, as our only resource, when put 
to it to find designations for the grandest objects in 
nature ; while in their speechless agony the mountains 
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must endure the ignominy, and all mankind must 
suffer the discord between the emotions tliese scenes 
call up and the purely mundane and political associ- 
ations that belong to the names of Jefferson and 
Adams, CLiy and Monroe and Jackson. 

I must pause a moment at Calamity Pond, for its 
story is too . deep in my memory to be pissed by. 
Not long before our visit, Mr. Henderson, one of the 
proprietors and managers of the iron-works, a popular 
man in all this region, went up to the pond, which 
lies on the way to the summit of Tah&wus, to make 
arrangements for turning a waUfrcourse into the vil* 
lage. Sitting on a rock by the side of the pond, he 
laid down his pistol ; the hammer struck a triQe too 
hard upon the rock, exploded the cap, and the ball 
went through his heart. He had just time to send a 
word of farewell to his wife and children, when it was 
all over. The sorrow-stricken company hastened to 
the village with the sad tidings, and thon a party of 
the l)C8t woodsmen — for Henderson was beloved by 
them all — was organized and went to the fatal spot. 
Thoy had made a rude bier and bore tho body slowly 
down, cutting a path through the woods as they went, 
to a spot near the level, where they camped for the 
night, and where, the next day, nearly the whole vil- 
lage aime out to meet them. The sheet of water has 
been called Calamity Pond, and the rock, Henderson *s 
Rock. As we passed the site of the csimp we saw tlie 
rude bier, — a vivid reminder of the sad event ; and as 
we stood by the pond the story was told over wilh 
natural pathos, and — ** What a place for a man to 
die in, and without a moment's warning ! " said Dan 
Gates. "What a place to build a camp in!" said 
another. Dan and Tone admitted it, and said tliey 
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all seemed to lose their wits. This was before oar 
civil war hacl made sudden deaths in all forms and in 
\ast numbers so familiar. 

The Opalescent, which comes down from Tah&wns, 
is a captivating mountain stream, with very irregular 
courses, often broken by cascades and rapids, tum- 
bling into deep basins, running through steep gorges 
and from under overlying banks, always clear and 
sparkling and cool. The last mile of the ascent was 
then — doubtless the axe has been at work upon it 
since — a toilsome struggle through a dense growth 
of scrub cedars and spruces, and it is only the summit 
that is bare. With this and the summit of Mount 
Washington, now probably but three or four days 
apart, the traveller can get the two extreme op|>i>- 
sites of North American mountsiin scenery ; the view 
from Mount Washington being a wild sea of bald 
bare tops and sides, with but little wood or water, 
while that from Tah&wus is a limitless expanse of 
forest, with mountains green to their tops, and all the 
landscape dotted and lined with the wide miiTors of 
large lakes, glittering bits of small lakes, silver 
threads of streams, and ribbons of waterfalls. 

As we lay on the boughs, with the fire sparkling 
before us, a good many stories were told, marvellous, 
funny or pathetic, which have long since floated off 
from their moorings in memory. 

But it is time to take leave of our excellent 
friends, whose companionship I shall never forget, 
and move on towards the promised point of my jour- 
ney. 

We had sent hack the guide, who had brought us 
through the Indian Pass ; for Mr. Aikens was a 
good woodsman, and had no doubt he could take ub 
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back. About tlie middle of the day we bade good- 
by to Dan and Tone and John, and took our last 
look at the straggling, struggling vilhige, — in a few 
years, I believe, abandoned altogether, — and went 
through tho P:i8s and croascd the first branch of the 
Au Ssibli*, and ought to have crossed the set'ond be- 
fore five o'clock; but the sun was far declined, it 
was getting to be six o'clock and after, and yet no 
river ! Aikens became silent ; but it was soon too 
evident that he had lost the trail. We had been led 
oS by a blazed line that went to sable-traps ; and 
here we were, at nightfall, lost in a forest that 
stretched to Canada, and, for aught I know to the 
contrary, to the Polar Circle, with no food, no gun, 
blanket nor overcoats. Expecting to get through 
in six hours, we had taken nothing with us. We 
consulted, and determined to strike through the 
woods, steering by the sun — for we had no compass 

— in the direction in which we thought the river 
lay. Our course should be north ; and we went on, 
keeping the setting sun a little forward of our left 
shoulders, — or, sis a sailor would say, a little on the 
port bow, — and struggled over fallen timber and 
through underbrush, and climbed hills and tried to 
get a view of White Face, but to no purpose, and the 
darkness overtook us in low ground, by the side of a 
small stream. We were very hungry, very much fa- 
tigued, and not a little anxious ; and the stories they 
had told us at the village of parties lost in the forest, 

— one especially, of three men who failed to come in 
and were searched for and found, after several days, 
little better than skeletons and almost cnized, — 
these recurred pretty vividly to our fancies. We 
drank at the stream, and Aikens, never at a loss, cut 
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u bit of red flannel from his shirt, and bent nx pin 
and manaiged to catch one little trout in the Iwilight. 
He insisted on our taking it all. He said he had got 
us into the trouble by his over-cou(idence ;' but we 
resisted. It Wiis, to be sure, a question of a square 
inch of trout more or less, for the fish was not more 
than four inches long by one inch thick ; yet it was 
a point of honor with Mr. Aikens, so we yielded, and 
got one fair mouthful apiece. The phice wjis low 
and damp, and there was a light frost, and we passed 
a miserable night, having no clothing but our shirts 
and trousers. The black-flies were very active, and 
our faces and arms and necks were blotched and 
pitted in the aaddest fashitm. It was with anxious 
eyes that we watched the dawn ; for if the day was 
clear, we could travel by the sun until it got high, 
but if it was thick or foggy, we must st:iy still ; for 
every one used to the woods knows that one may go 
round and round and make no progress, if he luu) no 
compass or point of sight. The day did break clear ; 
and, as soon as there was light enough, Aikens 
groped about the skirts of the little opening, and 
made out signs that a path had once come into it. 
He thought the brush grew differently at one place 
from what it did elsewhere. Very well ! We gave 
ourselves up to him, and began another day's sti*ug* 
gle with fallen timber, hillsides, swamps, and under- 
growth, on very faint stomachs, but with every show 
to each other of confidence and strength. In an 
hour or so plainer signs of a path rewanled Aikenti's 
sjigjicity. I wjis ghul for him especially ; for he was 
a good deal annoyed at the trouble we were put to; 
and a better woodsman, for an amateur, or a more in- 
telligent and generous fellow-traveller, we could not 
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have desired. At last came some welcome trnces of 
domesticated animals, and then a trodden path, and 
about noon we came out upon the road. 

We were out, and the danger was over. But 
where were we? We held a council, nnd agreed that; 
we must have got far to the left, or westward, of our 
place of th'Htinatioii, and must turn oil to the right. 
It was of some consequence, for houses on this road 
were four to seven miles apart. But the right was 
up hill, and a long steep hill it seemed. Mr. Met- 
calf plunged down hill, in contempt of his and our 
unit4*d grave conclusions, ssiying we did not knotv^ 
and had better do what was easiest. And well it 
was we did, for a near turn in the road brought us in 
sight of a log-house and half-cleared farm, while, had 
we gone to the right, we should have found it seven 
miles to the nearest dwelling. 

Three more worn, wearied, hungry, black-fly-bit- 
ten travellers seldom came to this humble, hospitable 
door. The people received us with cheerful sym- 
pathy, and, while we lay down on the grass, under 
the shatlow of the house, where a smutch kept oil 
the biack-ilies, prepared something for our comfort. 
The master of the house had gone down to the set- 
tlements, and was expected back before dark. His 
wife was rather an invalid, and we did not see much 
of her at first. There were a great many sons and 
daughters, — I never knew how many ; one a bonny, 
buxom young woman of some twenty summers, with 
fair skin and red hair, whose name waS Iliith, and 
whose good humor, hearty kindness, j^ood Reuse and 
helpfulness quite won our hearts. She would- not let 
us eat mnc.li at a time, and cut us resolutely oil from 
the quantities of milk and cool water we were dis- 
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posed to drink, and persuaded us to wait until some- 
thing could be cooked for us, more safe and wlmle- 
Bome for faint stonuichs ; and we were just weak 
enough to be submissive subjects to this backwoods 
queen. A man came along in a wagon, and stopped 
to water his herses, and they asked him if he had 
seen anything of Mr. Brown below, — which it 
seemed was the name of the family. Yes; he had 
seen him. lie would be along in an hour or so. 
^* He has two negroes along with him,*' said the man, 
in a confidential, significant tone, ^'a man and a 
woman.*' Ruth smiled, as if she understood him. 
Mr. Aikens told us that the country about here be- 
longed to Gerrit Smith ; that negro families, mostly 
fugitive slaves, were largely settled upon it, trying 
to learn farming; and that this Mr. Brown was a 
strong abolitionist and a kind of king among them. 
This neighborhood was thought to be one of the ter- 
mini of the Underground Railroad. 

The farm was a mere recent clearing. The 
stumps of trees stood out, blackened by burning, and 
crops were growing among them, and there was a 
plenty of felled timber. The dwelling was a small 
log-house of one story in height, and the outbuild- 
ings were slight. The whole had the air of a recent 
enterprise, on a moderate scale, although there were 
a good many neat cattle and horses. The position 
was a grand one for a lover of mountain effects ; but 
how good Jor farming I could not tell. Old White 
Face, the only exception to the unirorm ^reen and 
brown and black hues of the Adirondack hills, stood 
plain in view, rising at the head of Lake Placid, its 
white or pale gray side caused, we were told, by a 
land-slide. All about were the distant highest sum- 
mits of the Adirondacks. 
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Late in the afternoon a long buckboard wagon 
came in sight, and on it were seated a negro man and 
woman, with bundles; while a tall, gaunt, dark-com- 
plexioned man walked before, having his theodolite 
and other surveyor's instruments with him, while 
a youth followed by the side of the wagon. The 
team turiunl in to the sheds, and the man entered 
tlic house. This was ^^ father.*' The sons came out 
and put up the cattle, and soon we were asked in to 
the meal. Mr. Brown came forward and received 
us with kindness ; a grave, serious man he seemed, 
with a marked countenance and a natural dignity of 
manner, — that dignity which is unconscious, and 
comos from a .snporior habit of mind. 

We were all ranged at a long table, some dozen of 
us more or less ; and these two negroes and one other 
had their places with us. Mr. Brown said a solemn 
grace. I observed that he called the negroes by their 
surnames, witli the prefixes of Mr. and Mrs. The 
man wjis ** Mr. Je(Toi*80ii," and the woman " Mra. 
Wait." He introduced us to them in due form, 
"Mr. Dana, Mr. JelTerson," "Mr. Metcalf, Mrs. 
Wait." It was plain they had not been so treated 
or spoken to often before, perhaps never until that 
day, for they had all the awkwardness of field hands 
on a plantation ; and what to do, on the introduc- 
tion, W.18 quite beyond their experience. There was 
an unrestricted supply of Kutirs best bread, butter 
and corn-cakes, and we had some meat and tea, and 
a plenty of the best of milk. 

We had some talk with Mr. Brown, who interested 
us very ihuch. Ho told us he came here from the 
western part of Massachusetts. As some persons 
may distrust recollections, after very striking inter- 
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veiling events, I ask pardon for inking an extract 
from a journHl I was in the habit of keeping at those 
times : — 

*^Tiie place belonged to a man named Brown, 
originally from Berkshire in Massachusetts, a thin, 
sinewy, hard-favored, clear-headed, honest-minded 
man, who had spent all his days as a frontier farmer. 
On conversing with him, we found him well informed 
on most subjects, especially in tiie natund sciences. 
He had books, and had evidently made ii diligent use 
of them. Having acquired some property, he was 
able to keep a good farm, and had confessedly the 
best cattle and best farming utensils for miles 
round. His wife looked superior to the poor place 
they lived in, which was a cabin, with only four 
rooms. She appeared to be out of luMilth. He 
seemed to have an unlimited family of children, from 
a cheerful, nice, healthy woman of twenty or so, and 
a full-sized, red-haired son, who seemed to be fore- 
man of the farm, through every grade of boy and 
girl, to a couple that could hardly speak phun." 

I low all tlioso, and we three and Mr. JelTeraon and 
Mrs. Wait, were to bo hnlgcd here was a problem ; but 
Aikens said ho had seen sis much done hero before. 
However, we were not obliged to test the expanding 
capacities of the house; for a man was going down 
to Osgood's by whom we sent a message, and in an 
hour or two the smiling face of Tommy appeared 
behind his mules, and we took leave of our kind en- 
tertainers. 

In these regions it is the custom for farmers to re- 
ceive travellers ; and while they do not take out li- 
censes as inn-holders, or receive strictly pay for what 
they furnish, they always accept something in the 
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wmj of icjuMUJ itioo fn« ibe traiTelkr, Wlioi v» 
attcnpted to kai« somediiiig with Rath, whi^ 
inleiidrd to exprfss vnr gratiiud^p ami gooil-wilK 
feood her inBexible. She would receiTe the bare 
cost of what we had taken^ if we wisht-d it» bat noth- 
ing for attentions, or house-room, or as a grataitT. 
We had Si*ine five^JUr bilb and some bills of «Hie 
dollar eauJi. She took one of the one-dollar Mils iind 
went np into the garret, and returned with aooie 
change! It was too piteous. We could not help 
smiling, and t«»ld her we should feel guilt j of high- 
way n»libery if we tin»k hrr silrer. She cons«*ntctl to 
keep tiie one dollar for tlirce of us, — one meal iipiece 
and some exim cooking in the mornings — as we 
seemed to think that was right. It was plain this 
family acted on a principle in the smallest matters. 
They knew pretty well (he cost price of the f<K>d they 
gaTe; and if the tniveller preferred to pny, they 
would receive that, but nothing more. There was 
no shanief:ic«*dnoss al>out the nif)n<*v tiTinsaction 
either. It was business or nothing ; and if we pre- 
ferred to make it business^ it was to be upon a rule. 

After a day spent on Lake Placid, and in ascend- 
ing White Face, we returned to Osgood's, and the 
next day we took the road in our wagon on our re- 
turn to Westport. We could not jwss the Browns' 
house without stopping. I find this entry in my 
journal : — 

"June 29, Friday. After breakfast, started for 
home. . . . We stopped at the Browns' cabin on onr 
wa}', and took nn afTectionate le:ive of the family 
tlisit had Rhown ns bo much kindness. We found 
them at breakfast, in the patriarchal style. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown and their hirge family of children with 
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the hired men and women, including three negroes, 
all at the table together. Their meal wub neat, sub- 
stantial and wholesome.*' 

How mysterious is the touch of Fate which gives 
a man immortality on earth ! It would have been 
past belief had we been told that this quiet frontier 
farmer, already at or beyond middle life, with no 
noticeiible past, would, within ten years, be the cen- 
tral figure of a great tragic scene, gttzed upon with 
wonder, pity, admiration or execration by half a con- 
tinent! That this man should be thought to have 
imperilled the slave empire in America, and added a 
new danger to the stability of the Union I That his 
almost undistinguishable name of John Brown should 
be whispered among four millions of slaves, and sung 
wherever the English tongue is spoken, and incor- 
porated into an anthem to whoso solemn cadonces 
men should march to battle by tlie tens of thousands ! 
That he should have done something toward changing 
the face of civilization itself! 

In 1859-60 my inveterate habit of overworking 
gave me, as you know, a vacation and the advantage 
of a voyage round the world. Somewhere at tlie 
antipodes I picked up, from time to time, in a dis- 
jointed way, out of all chronological order, reports of 
the expedition of one John Brown into Virginia, his 
execution, and the political excitement attending it ; 
but I learned little of much value. That was the 
time when slavery ruled all. There was scarce an 
American consul or political agont in any quarter* of 
the globe, or on any island of the seas, who was not 
a supporter of the slave-power. I saw a large por- 
tion of these national representatives in my circum- 
navigation of the globe, and it was impossible to find 
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at any oflSce over which the American flag waved a 
newspaper that was not in the interests of slavery. 
No copy of the New York ** Tribune " or *' Evening 
Post'' was tolerated under an American oflicial roof. 
Each embassy and consulate, the world over, was a 
centre of influences for slavery and against freedom. 
We ought to take this into account when we blame 
foreign nations for not accepting at once the United 
States as an anti-slavery power, bent on the destruc- 
tion of slavery, as soon as our civil war broke out. 
For twenty years foreign merchants, shipmasters or 
travellers had seen in American officials only trained 
and devoted supporters of the slave-power, and the 
only evidences of public opinion at home to be found at 
those oflicial seats, so much resorted to and credited, 
were all of the same character. I returned home at 
the height of the Lincoln campaign of 1860, on which 
followed secession and war ; and it was not until 
aft<T the war, when reading back into its history, 
that i met with those unsurpassed narnitives, by Mr. 
Wentworth Ilig^insou and Mr. Wendell Phillips, of 
their visits to the home of John Brown, about the 
time of his execution, full of solemn touches, and 
marked by that restraint which good taste and right 
feeling accept in the presence of a great subject, 
itself so expressive of awe. Reading on, it went 
through me with a thrill, — This is the man under 
whose roof I received shelter and kindness I These 
were the mother and daughters and sons who have 
sulTored or shed their blood I This was the family 
whose artless heroism, whose plain fidelity and forti- 
tude, seem to have cast chivalry and romance into 
the sliade ! 

It is no uncommon thing to visit spots long hal- 
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lowed by great events or renowned persons. The 
course of emotions in such cases is almost stereo- 
typed. But this retroactive effect is something 
strange and anomalous. It is one thing to go tlirough 
a pass of fear, watching your steps as you go, con- 
scious of all its grandeur and peril, but quite another 
sensation when a glare of light, thrown backwards, 
shows you a fearful passage thi-ough which yon have 
just gone with careless steps and unheeding eyes. It 
seems as if those few days of ours in the Adirondaeks, 
in 18^9, had been passed nnder a spell which held 
my senses from knowing what we saw. All is now 
become a region of peculiar sacred ness. That plain, 
bare farm, amid the blackened stumps, the attempts 
at scientific agriculture under such disadvantages, the 
simple dwelling, the surveyor *s tools, the setting of 
the little scene amid grand, awful mountain ranges, 
the negro colony and inmates, the family bred to 
duty and principle, and held to them by a power rec- 
ognized as being from above, — all these now come 
back on my memory with a chanicter nowise changed, 
inde(*d, in substance, but, as it wore, illuminated. 
Tlio widow l)(»aring homeward the body fnmi tho 
Virginia scaffold, with the small company of stranger 
friends, crossed the lake, tis we had done, to West- 
port ; and thence, along that mountain road, but in 
mid-winter, to Etizabethtown ; and thence, the next 
day, to the door of that dwelling. The scene is often 
visited now by sympathy or curiosity, no doubt, and 
miister pens have made it one of the most marked in 
our recent history. 

In this narrative I have endeavored, my dear friend, 
to guard against the influence of intervening events, 
and to give all things I saw in the natural, transient 
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way in which tliey struck me at the time. That is 
its only value. It is not owing to subsequent events 
that John Brown and his family are so impressed on 
my mind. The impression was made at the time. 
The short extract from a journal which set down but 
little, and nothing that was not of a marked charac- 
ter, will, I trust, satisfy the most incredulous that I 
am not beating up memory for impressions. I have 
tried to recollect something more of John Brown's 
convermition, but in vain, nor can either of my com- 
panions help me in that. We cannot recollect that 
slavery w:is talked of at all. It seems strange it 
should not have been, as we were Free Boilers, and I 
had been to the HnfTalo Convention the year before ; 
but perhaps the presence of the negroes may have re- 
strained US, as we did not see the master of the house 
alone. I notice that my journal speaks of him as 
** originally from Berkshire, MasssichnsottB." In ex- 
amining his biogi*nphy I think this must have been 
from his telling us that he had come from the western 
part of Massachusetts, when he found that we were 
MnsRnchuscds men. I see no proof of his having 
lived in any other part of Massachusetts than Spring- 
field. My journal s(>enks of the house as a ^^ log- 
cabin.*' I observe that Mr. Higginson and some of 
the biographers describe it as a frame building. Mr. 
Brown h:Ml been but a few months on tli<» place when 
we were there, nnd he may have put up a frame house 
afU»rwards ; or it is quite as likely that I was not 
careful to note the di (Terence, and got that impression 
from its small size and plain surroundings. 

Nearly all that the writers in December, 1859, have 
described lies clear in my memory. Tliere cjin have 
been little change there in ten years. Ruth had be- 
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come the wife of Henry Thompson, whose brother 
was killed at IIarper*s Ferry ; and the son I speaik of 
as apparently the foreman of the farm was pi-obably 
Owen, wlio was with his fatlier at Ossawatoniic and 
Harper's Ferry, and escaped. Frederick, who was 
killed at Ossawatomie, in 1856, was probably the lad 
whom we saw coming home with his father, bring- 
ing the negroes on the wagon. Among tlie small 
boys, phiying and working about the house, were 
Watson and Oliver, who were killed at Harper's 
Ferry. I do not recollect seeing — perhaps it was not 
there then — the gravestone of his grandfather of the 
Revolutionary Army, which John Brown is said to 
have taken from Connecticut and placed agiiinst the 
side of the house ; nor can I recall the great rock, 
near the door, by the side of which lies his body, 

'* mouldering in the ground, 
While his soul is marching on." 

What judgment soever political loyalty, social 
ethics or military strategy may pronounce upon his 
expedition into Virginia, old John Brown has a grasp 
on the mond world. 



CHAPTER IX. 

FRSB SOIL POLITICS. 

The extracts from the diary contained in this chapter re- 
late chiefly to political events in Massachusetts daring the 
years 1849 and 1850. General Taylor died July 9, 1850, 
and was succeeded in Uie presidency by Millard Fillmore ; 
Mr. Webster, who a few months before had mode his famous 
7th of March speech, became Secretary of State, and Robert 
C. Winthrop was ap|)ointed by Governor George N. Briggs, 
the Liegislature not being in session, to the seat thus made 
vacant in the Senate of the United States. So far as slavery 
was concerned, the whole course of events was reactionary ; 
the cry was for tlie preservation of Uie Union and tlie Con- 
• sUtution, and in obedience to this cry Congress during the 
summer and autumn passed, under the lead of Henry Clay, 
that series of laws known as the compromise measures of 
18r*0 . _ ^ nong these measures was the Fugitive Slave act. 

Littito ." ilizing what the following decennium had in store 
for it, the country at this time was thorougldy weary of the 
slavery question. It wanted to hear nothing more of it. 
Accordingly in Massachusetts as well as in most other parts 
of tlie North the compromise measures were very generally 
accepted OS a settlement u|M)n the whole satisfactory, and tlio 
anti-slaver}' men were looked upon more and more as agi- 
tators, wicked and wanton. In New York, the Free Soil 
party hardly outlived the election in which it brought about 
the defeat of Cass, for in 1849 the Barnburners, still under 
the lead of John Van Buren, formally returned into the 
Democratic fold. The new organization showed more vital- 
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ity in Massachusetts, but even there it fell away from 38,000 
votes in 1848, to 27,800 in 1850. Though the Uiird jiarty 
in strength, under the majority rule then in force the Free 
Soilers, as between the Wliigs and Democrats, liehl tlie bal- 
ance of power ; for, though the Whigs regularly polled a 
large plurality of the votes cast at every annual election, the 
Democrats and Free Soilers together always outnumbered 
them, and, after thus defeating a choice at tlie polls, could 
by acting in concert secure a majority in tlie Legislature, 
upon which the election of all state officers then devolved. 

The Free Soilers were the advance guard of tlie coming 
Republican party and they were men of principle ; but even 
for men of principle it is hard to be counted year after 
year in a small minority. The average man does not like to 
go on forever throwing his vote for candidates who he knows 
cannot bo elected. If the i>arty, the menibera of wliieli are 
called on to do this, does not gravitate towards one or tlie 
other of Uie larger organizations, the individuals who com- 
pose it almost assuredly will. 

Accordingly two counsels soon beg^n to be beard in the ' 
Free Soil ranks ; one set of leaders wanted the party to hold 
itself high, and to keep clear of all Democratic contamina^ 
tion ; the other set wanted it to preserve its organization, 
but to cooperate with the Democrats in order to defea t Uio 
Whigs and get some share of the fruits of victory." rhe old 
" Conscience Whigs " like Charles Allen, Stephen C. Phil- 
lips, John G. Palfrey and C. F. Adams contended for the 
former course ; while Henry Wilson, with the understood 
support of Charles Sumner, was the recognized exponent of 
the coalition |M)licy. Wilson, though at first defeated, finally 
carried Uie day, and his victory resulted in the election of 
Sumner to the Sonato in the spring of 1851, — the United 
States senatorship having l>een traded off to the Free Soil- 
ers in exchange for the state offices, which the Legislature 
filled by the choice of the nominees of the Democratic party. 
George S. Boutwell was made governor. 
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It 18 nnncccsfiAry to say Uiat ]>olitical managoment and 
oflice uiongeritig of tliis sort had small attraction for Dana. 
His sympathies were wholly with the better elements of the 
party, as he undoubtedly would have called those who op- 
posed entangling alliances. Whether he and his friends 
were riglit or wrong in the matter was, as we now see, of 
little consequence. It was but a phase, and a passing one, 
in the great process of political disintegration and reintegra- 
tion then going on, and which was not to result in anything 
definite for six years yet. Meanwhile the Free Soil party 
was to pass absolutely away ; not slowly absorbed, as Dana 
and his friends apprehended, in the Democracy, but sud- 
denly engulfed in that *' Know-NoUting " fi*euzy wliicli four 
yeai-8 later was destined to sweep the State, making clear 
the way for the Republican organization of 185G. 

Plymouth^ July 22. Sunday. At church in the 
morning. In the afternoon, to please Mrs. Hodge, 
went to the Unitarian meeting, and heard Rev. Mr. 
Briggs. A fervid and rather well- written essay, 
founded entirely on natural religion, and, excepting 
a few words, with nothing that wouhl have surprised 
Seneca or Cicoro to hear. No Scripture was rejwl, 
two vapid hymns sung, and something in the nature 
of a prayer, but entirely divested of the Scriptural 
phraseology which used to dignify the Congregational 
prayers, and some high-sounding terms of transcen- 
dentalism put in their place, and the whole rather 
addressed to the audience than elsewhere. There is 
certainly a great change in the style and phraseoh^gy 
of Unitnrian religious exercises, greater than the 
people are aware of, for it is gradual and unnoticed 
from day to day. 

Ait(/u8t 11. Took Baddlo-horse and ro(l(» clown 
to Quincy, to take tea with Mr. Quincy. Found him 
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at liome, and the old gentleman, at eighty-three, took 
me round his farm, showed me his forty head of cat- 
tle in his barn, his twelve acres of carrots, and his 
two hundred tons of hay. He lias an excellent farm, 
and is a thoroughly practical farmer. It is a great 
solace to his declining yeai*s. The estate has been 
in the family two hundred and ten years, having been 
purchased of the Indians by a direct ancestor, and 
from him descended from father to son to the present 
time. 

At tea, Mr. Quincy told me anecdotes of his early 
life, and particularly of John Randolph, about whom 
we iiappened to speak. He told me that he was par- 
Licuhii ly intimate wiih Randolph, there being quite a 
friendship between them. liut Randolph hated New 
England. Mr. Quincy invited him to nnike him a 
visit. *^ Mr. Quincy," said he, stretching out his fin- 
ger, ^^so help me God, I never mean to cross the 
Hudson River. But if, by any unfortunate accident, 
I happen to be in New England, your house is the 
only house I shall enter." 

September 8. Saturday. Rode on horseback, 
beautiful afternoon, to Mr. Adams' at Quincy. Ho 
occupies the old house in which his father and grand- 
father lived before him, — a venerable old low-roofed, 
big-timbered house, full of historical associations. In 
his study, where he is writing the life of his grand- 
father, that grandfather and the great men of the 
Revolutionary period, and his fatlier and the chief men 
of the next two generations, have lived, written, and 
talked. Here my grandfather and great-grandfather 
(Ellery) used to spend many days of every summer, 
during the exciting period of Adams* administration. 

Mr. Adams talked very sensibly about Jefferson's 
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character, and is satisfied that JefTerson was false to 
bis gi-andfatber and a false man generally where bis 
own interests were concerned. In the present poli- 
tics of our own state Mr. Adams is averse to making 
terms witli either party, and has not that confidence 
that the *^ instincts of the Democracy '* are on our 
side whicli Sumner has — n(*ither has Talfrey. They 
both see that our cause addresses itself to a sense of 
justice and national honor, rather than to the in- 
stincts of peraonal freedom whicli would insure the 
support of the loco-foco part of the Democi-atic party. 
September 16. Sunday evening. I t(K)k tea to- 
night with President Woods at Dr. Salter's and 
stayed until nine o'clock, when I walked over the 
bridge with fatlier, who came in to church, and it is 
now so late, with my new habits of early to bed and 
early up, that I must finish on this page. The Presi- 
dent was very agreeable, and tidked well on (1} the 
style of the French philosophizing historians and 
politicians of the present day ; (2) the popular belief 
in the iniinortsility of the soul as assuniod in, and as 
the csBcnco of, the ]N)pular theology of (itcmmh*, Konio 
and the East, and only doubted by some of the 
philosophers, and in the Jewish institutions and 
popular belief, and only doubted by the Sadducees ; 
(3) on the Congr<^gational theory sis to ordination 
and praclicn as distinguished from the Presbyterian ; 
on all of which topics he talked clearly and without 
being in extremes ; also on the state's sustaining in- 
tellectual without religious education. 

Shortly after writing the above to his wife, Dana had 
occasion to visit New York, and the following diary entry 
refers to what he there did and those whom he saw. 
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New Yorh^ September 26. Wednesday. Spent 
first few hours down town* Called on Daniel Lord, 
who received me most cordially, on Evarts who was 
out, Win. Uussell, ditto. Called on liigelow at the 
office of the *^ Evening Post," who tried to explain 
the recent union of the Barnburners and Hunkers to 
my satisfaction, but without success. There are two 
reasons for it, — one, that no party can be sustained 
in New York without a fair prospect of immedhite 
success, for one year ; and the other, that the Demo- 
cratic party is the ruling notion with them, and sla- 
very is subordinate. Called on Mr. Ripley, whom I 
found in the fourth story of a huge, dirty building, 
attained by winding, narrow, dirty staira, amid the 
whizzing and clanking of steam machinery, sitting in 
his shirt sleeves, paragmphing and clipping for the 
"Tribune." Nowhere is the contrast between cir- 
cumstances and influence greater than in the office of 
an editor in New York. Wielding an influence. which 
hardly has its superior in the republic, the editors of 
the leading journals still write in their little closets, 
in fourth stories, on pine tables, amid noise, dirt and 
confusion. 

Returning immediately to Boston, the two next extracts 
are from letters to Mrs. Dana, while those which follow, 
and complete the narrative, are from the diary. 

October 1. Saturday I went to the shore and 
spent Sunday with the Ticknors. It was delightful. 
The house and grounds look so much better, the 
bank is grown over, the hills and bank covereil with 
asters, golden-rod, bright red vines, barberries, and 
the woods alive with the maple leaves I And the 
charming damp air of the ocean poured round all. 
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I t(H»k several walks alone, and one down the 
avenue with the family. Sunday afternoon Mr. 
and Mrs. Dexter, with Mr. and Mrs. Crawford (the 
sculptor), drove up and spent an hour. Mrs. Craw- 
ford is a perfectly fascinating woman. I don't know 
a woman anywhere (except one) who ciui compare 
with her. 

October 7. Sunday. I am writing yon for almost 
the first time this season from my secretiiry in my 
own room. Tliis gloomy day after going to church 
(and communion) in the morning, I came home 
and mside a fire in my own cliamber to spend the 
afternoon. After going out to dine, walking round 
the Common, among the fallen leaves and broken 
branches, with a northeast wind and rain too heavy 
for an umbrella to live, I have come back and read 
two cantos of Fairy Queen, and am writing to my 
dear wife, my Florimel and Britomart. 

Thursday I am to dine with Mr. Palfrey to meet 
C. F. Adams and Sumner. I presume it is to be a 
council of war on the present state of the Free Soil 
party. If any one asks yon what I think of the con- 
duct of the Barnburners, you may say that I think 
they have been guilty of desertion of their principles 
and bad faith to their allies. 

11. Dined at Dr. Palfrey's with Sumner, Dr. S. G. 
IIowo, Dr. 15flt<»B IIowo. Discussed the propriety of 
a joint ticket with Democrats. Dr. Palfrey and I 
opposed it. Sumner and Dr. E. Howe favored it, Dr. 
S. G. Howe doubtful. I was more earnest than any 
of them, and told them it would take the virtue out 
of our party. They said it would elect Dr. Palfrey ; 
I thought not. I told tlieui his strength was not that 
of organization, but arose from his commending him- 
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self to the moral sense of the people, which this union 
would impair. Dr. Palfrey was op|>()S4'd to it, but 
said ho should not interfera, but would be neither a 
motive nor an obstacle to the plan. 

November 8. Refused to take part in the Faneuil 
Hall caucus if John Van Buren spoke, not from any 
personal objection, but because it was favoring the 
Democratic party. If they would invite a Free Soil 
Whig from New York as well as a Free Soil Demo- 
crat I would agree to it. I thought it was impor- 
tant to preseiTe entire neutrality — seeing a strong 
disposition to democratize our party. 

9. John Van Buren called to be introduced. Spent 
an hour or more at my ofSce. He was very agree- 
able. A fine example of gentleman of the rowdy 
school, a Newmarket noble. There is something 
quite taking about him. He did not succei'd in satis- 
fying me as to the New York coalition, nor did Mr. 
Bigelow, who called to see me with Sunmer and 
talked Rousseau democracy. 

1850. February 27. This day the Free Soil Con- 
venti(m was held at Faneuil Hnll, to Rnstaiu the Wil- 
mot Proviso. At a previous meeting it had been 
agreed that I should write the rci)ort and resolutions. 
It was my idea that they should be addressed directly 
to the members of Congress themselves, and this 
suggestion was adopted by the committee. I read 
my report to a committee consisting of C. F. Adams, 
Dr. Palfrey, Sumner, Hopkins, VVm. Jackson and 
others. On the morning of this day I read it to 
Samuel Hoar and S. C. Phillips. All these gentle- 
men expressed themselves highly gratified and very 
few changes were made, those immaterial. It waa 
well received by the convention. 
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The convention was highly respectable both in 
numbers and character, and deep feeling seemed to 
pervade it. The report of its doings is in the ^^ Re- 
publican '' of this wet- k. 

March 12. Stephen C. Phillips called at my office 
and at my request related to me the history of Mr. 
Webster^s course as to the admission of Texiis. He 
told the story calmly and deliberately. 

He had been in Washington and knew the course 
of measures planned by the Tyler Administration to 
secure the annexation of Texas. He came home 
much troubled and alarmed. He knew the greater 
part of the northern Democracy would sustain the 
measure, and that the only hope was from the Whigs. 
Judge Allen happened to be in Salem, and Mr. Phil- 
lips sent for him, and the whole matter wns talked 
over. They agreed that a movement must be made 
in time, and first of all that Webster should be 8<^en. 
Webster had left Tyler's Cabinet and was out of office, 
and rather out of favor with the Whig leaders in the 
SUite for having stiyed so long by Tyler, but without 
doubt RU|>]>orted by the ]>cople. Mr. Phillips hsul 
been his warm and somewhat confidential friend. 
He called upon him at his lodgings at the Tremont 
House and laid the matter before him. He found 
Webster fully and deeply interested. Webster ex- 
pressed his great gratification to find the movement 
begun, and advised that a convention be called at 
Faneuil Hall, and an address prepared to the people, 
as the first step toward rousing the North. Mr. 
Phillips reminded him that it was an important 
movement, on which the political fate of themselves 
and the ]mrty nii^ht hang, and that they must be 
assured of his support. Mr. Phillips says he never 
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shall forget Webster's reply : " If there is any influ- 
ence in the name of Daniel Webster, as some persons 
have said there is, you shall have it all. By this head 
and this heart (suiting the action to the word), if 
there is any sti*ength iu this old arm, it is all devoted 
to yonr cause I " 

Mr. Phillips then wrote the call for the conven- 
tion, which Mr. Webster revised and gave his ap- 
proval to, and it was taken round for signatures. 
Then they found that a certain number of leading 
Whigs, represented by Abbott Lawrence and Nathan 
Appleton, since called the ^^ Cotton Whigs," were 
indifferent to the subject and averse to any action. 
Their general motives were well known or shi-ewdly 
suspected; with some of them thei*e was an addi- 
tional special motive, of unwillingness to coupemte 
with Webster iu a movement that might redound to 
his credit. Mr. Phillips says that Mr. Lawrence, on 
giving his final refusal, said, ^* No, sir. We will not 
help Daniel Webster to right himself by this Texas 
movement." At the same time, Mr. Webster's New 
York friends hearing of this movement became 
alarmed and wrote to Webster, begging him not to 
commit himself and the Whig party of New England 
to it ; that it would alienate the South and seal the 
alliance between the South and the northern Democ- 
racy ; that the leading Whigs of Boston would not 
stand by him, and that there was not sufficient anti- 
Texas feeling in the North to bo the basis of his 
political action. 

Those letters and the coldness of the Cotton 
Whigs evidently deterred Mr. Webster, and when he 
was called upon to sign the call for the convention, 
be held back. Judge [Charles] Allen, with his char- 
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actcristio intrepidity, put Webster*8 name to it, and 
told liiin it should be publislied, and lie Might take 
it back, if be dared. It was thus only that Webster's 
name appeared 

As the time drew nigh for the convention, they 
found Mr. Webster more and more reserved and 
bsickwanl. It was only by absolutely dogging and 
dunning him that they got him at work upon the 
address, on Monday, two days before the convention. 
The address was written in Webster's office, he dic- 
tating and Mr. Phillips and Judge Allen writing. 
He divided the objections into hciids, and took them 
up separately, leaving slavery to the last. When he 
came to this hesul he paused and became very sol- 
emn, and told them frankly he did not know what to 
do. He stated the position of this question, the sta^e 
of parties, the division among the Whigs, etc., and 
went no farther. Here he broke down. All lh*'y 
couhl get from him was a promise to consider it and 
to meet them Tueisday afternoon. On Tuesday after- 
noon they received a note from him saying that a 
c:ise in whieh lie wiis engaged obliged him to bo in 
New York the next day, that he left that afternoon, 
that the business was in excellent hands, which could 
manage far better than he could, wished them God 
speed, etc. 

This wsis the last they heard from him on this sub- 
ject. Mr. Phillips s;iys he has met him often since, 
that Webster has been very cordial and pleasant, but 
that the subject of Texas never has becMi alluded to 
between them. Dislieartencd and vexed, tliese men, 
on the night before the convention, had to finish the 
address and carry o(T the dead weight of the deserted 
convention, and fill up the chasm left by his absence. 
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Now lie claims the credit, in his speech of March 
7, of having endeavoi*ed to rouse the people^ and lays 
all the blame on ^^ certain leading Whigs of Boston.'* 
And though he has had the grace not to say any- 
thing against the ^^ Conscience Whigs," yet he has 
nevtM* had the magnanimity to acknowledge or give 
one word of commendation to the fidelity and bold- 
ness (»f those men whom he promised to sustain, and 
wiio went nobly but unsuccessfully on with the 
work. 

SepUmher 1. A meeting of the leading members 
of the Free Soil party was held at the Adams House 
to consider the expediency of uniting with the Demo- 
crats in the state elections. Tlient is little dtmbt the 
ultimate plan is a complete union. The measure 
was advociited by Governor Morton, Genend Wilson, 
Eiirle and Colonel [De Witt] from Worcester, and 
by William Jackson, Alley and Dr. Swan of the 
Liberty party. It wps opposed by Mr. Hoar (sen- 
ior). Dr. Palfrey, Adams, Plulli()s and myself, and 
was lost without a count. I told them that whether 
adopted or not I would not do it. 

1851. January 2Q. Monday. Lc^ft at 2.30 P. M. 
for New Y(n'k. 

21. Tuesday, Called on Evarts who invited me 
to dine at DeImonico*s next day at three o'clock. 
Discussed the Fugitive Slave Bill rather warmly. 
He defends the act and the compromise on which it 
is founded, and Webster's course, and thinks Web- 
ster is to be the next president, in each particular of 
which I disagreed with him. 

22. Wednesday. After breakf^ist walked down 
town. Called on C. W. Spaulding, a witness in 
Ford V, King, twice, but he was out; on Judge Kent, 
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who received me with attention, we holding a long 
converse on Sumner and Boston politics and social 
life. He is an out and out Whig Hunker, but had 
to endure a good deal of Free Soil from me. He 
admitted the attempt of Mr. Ticknor, the Eliots and 
others to ostnicize Sumner, and thought it unwise 
and unfair. Called on Henry Nicoll, who talked 
politics, Democratic, and railed at the corruptions 
in the United States offices, in the way of fees 
and extortions, and the circumventing of sttitutes. 
At "Tribune" office I found Mr. Ripley, Greelej', 
C. A. Dana and Uayard Taylor, all at work at their 
8e|)anite tables. This is the great enginery of the 
nineteenth contnry, steam-engines in every part of 
the huge building, an<l four editors at humble tables 
with pen smd sciasoi-s in hand, preparing for 100,0Q0 
readers and more; with telegraphic dispatches every 
hour from all parts of the Union. Was introduced 
to Greeley. Think him coarse and cunning. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE OASES OF 1851. 

Tub Fugitive Slave Law, passed in Uie sammer of 18«50, 
was now in full operation. No seizure under its provisions 
had been attempted in Massachusetts, tliough numbers of 
such seizures had been made elsewhere and many colored 
people returned into slavery. There was and always had 
been a considerable negro jiopulation in Boston, living to. 
gethcr on the iiurth side of lieacou Hill, and among tlieni 
it was well known were many escaped slaves. Before tlie 
passage of the Act of 1850 tlic»o ])cople hail coiiKidcrc^l 
themselves absolutely safe, and so indeed they were ; but 
after the passage of the act they were so no longer. It was 
true there was no ])robability that any considerable number 
of fugitives would ever be seized in Boston, for Massachu- 
setts was not a border-state, and the feeling there among a 
largo ]>orti(>n of the |>eople was so intense that the ca]ituro 
of a runaway negro iinplie<l the posHCKsion of very connidor- 
able nerve on the ]mrt of the captor, and, from a money jioint 
of view, could hardly lie ex|)ected to prove remunerative. 

On the other hand, it was well understood that it had be- 
come a matter of pride in the South to have a slave seized 
in Boston and taken back from Massachusetts. Boston was 
the home of Garrison, and Massachusetts was the hot-bed of 
aholilioni.sni. A groat d(*al had Ikmmi h(*ard of \\\v. lovo for 
the Union and the devotion to the constitution which existed 
there, but these protestations had not been put to the test ; 
it was hi^h lime to ])ut them to the test and see what they 
ninonntcd to. It was notorious that public meetings had 
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sionate resolves Imd been passed declaring Uiat, '* law or do 
law, not a slave should be taken back from Massachusetts.'' 
It remained to be seen whether the solemn act of Congress 
or the resolve of the political gathering was law in the 
State. 

Acconlingly all tlirough the autumn and early winter of 
18r>(Mil tlicro was a vaguo general iiuprcsMioii abroad Umt 
an attempt at seizure would be made* and great uneasiness 
pervaded the neg^ comnmuity on Beacon HilL As day 
after day passed and nothing occurred, tliis sense of appre- 
hension in some degree subsided, and fugitives who had 
souglit shelter in Canada ventured to return. But the popu- 
lar iniprcKsion was right. The law wsui to l»o vindicated ; a 
fugitive was to bo taken back to slavery from Massachusetts 
soil. 

The following record of his ])art in the first of these his- 
toric episodes was made by Dana at the thne, and, telling 
its own story, stands in need of no explanatory introduc- 
tion. It relates to the arrest and rescue of Sliadrach alias 
Frederick Jenkins. Dana's office at that time was at 30 
(^'ourt Street, and directly opiMisito the court-house, tho side 
entrance to which his windows overlooked. 

Fehruarjf 15. Saturday. Wliilo in my oflico at 
nl>otit 10.30 A. M.» Charles Davis, Parkor, and otiicra 
came in and told me that the marshal bad a fugitive 
slave in custody, in the United States court room be- 
fore Mr. George T. Curtis as commissioner. I went 
immediately over to the court-house. Mr. Curtis 
was on the b(»nch, actually occupying the judge's 
seat ; Pjit. Rilej', tho deputy marshal, with liis two 
rrgular doputiea and two constables, sworn in as spe- 
cial deputies, were in charge of the room; a good- 
looking black fellow, sitting between the two subs, 
was the arrested fugitive. The arrest had been so 
sudden jind unexpected that few knew it, and it wjis 
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half an hour before the crowd assembled, but it was 
iiicreashig every minute, and there was great excite- 
ment. I went to the marshal's office and prepared 
a writ of de homine replegiando and a petition for 
a habeas corpus addressed to Chief Justice Shaw. 
Robert Morris obtained verbal authority from the 
prisoner to make the petition, in presence of Ellis G. 
Loring, and signed and swore to the [>etition before 
mc. The petition stated that one Frederick Jen- 
kins, of Boston, laborer, was imprisoned in the court- 
liouse by Patrick Riley, that the pretence was that 
he was a fugitive from service and labor, and that 
the petitioner did not know whether there was a 
warrant or not. With this petition I csilled on the 
Chief Justice, and stated to him that it wtis a case of 
an alleged fugitive slave, and that our object wsis to 
test the constittitional power of the ccMuniissioner to 
issue a warrant. The Chief Justice read the petition, 
and said in a most ungracious manner, '^This won^t 
do. I can't do anything on this," and laid it upon 
the table, and turned away to engage in something 
else. (This interview was in the h>bby of the su- 
premo court room.) I asked him to be so good as 
to toll mc what the defects were, saying that I had 
taken pains to conform to the statute. He seemed 
unwilling to notice it, and desirous of getting rid of 
it ; in short, he attempted to bluflf me off. On my 
persisting he stated, as an objection, that it was not 
signed by the num himself. I reminded him that 
the statu to p(*rniittod the i)etiLion to bo made, by the 
party imprisoned, "or by some one in his bclialf." 
(lie must also have known that in the worst cases, 
where the writ is most needed, a prisoner cannot 
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of his imprisoninent is unknown.) He replied^ 
*^ There is no evidence that it is in liis behalf. 
There is no evidence of his authority.'' I Hsked^ 
^ Do you require proof of authority ? What proof 
do you require, sir ? " He replied, " It is enough for 
me to say that the petition is not sufficient.'* He 
then ailded, ^^ The petition shows on its face that the 
writ cannot issue. It shows that tlie man is in legal 
custody of a United States marshal." I replied 
that the petition did not refer to any officer, but only 
gave Mr. Riley's name, and that the fact of legal cus* 
toily must appear on the return. To this he replied, 
*^ liut i\Ir. Uiley is known to be an officer; and Ihs 
sides, the petitioner csmnot properly swear that he 
does not know on what pretence the man is held." 
I called his honor's attention to the petition, and 
showed him that the petition stated the pretence 
fully and truly. He resid the petiti(»n over ngain, 
and finding this to be so, he fell hiwk on his first 
objection, want of evidence of authority from the 
pri.Honer, and addcul (which wsis his last objection, 
and not made* until i\(U*r ho had positively refused (o 
issue the writ), that the petition should contiiin a 
copy of the warrant, or state that a copy had been 
applied for and could not be had ; this, too, although 
the petition stated that the petitioner did not know 
whether the imprisonment w;is under a warrant or 
not, which was true, as arrests may be made under 
the Act of 1850 without a warrant. I felt that all 
these objections wcn> frivolous and invalid, but see- 
ing the temper which the Chief Justice was in, and 
his evident determination to get rid of the petition, I 
left him for the purpose of either procuring the evi- 
dence he required, or of going before another judge. 
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On reaching the court-roora, I found that the com- 
missioned was just adjourning the court to Tuesday, 
at ten A. M. As this gave ns an abundanoe of time, 
we deterininud to consult upon the matter in the 
afternoon, and no further proceedings were had on 
the subject of the habeas corpus. 

Tlie prisoner remained in his seat, between two 
constables, and Pat. Riley was making tlie most 
aibsurd exhibition of pomposity in ordering |>eo|)le 
about, and clearing the court-room, and Mr. Curtis, 
dressed in a little brief authority, was swelling into 
the dignity of an arbiter of life and death, with a 
pomposity as ludicrous as that of Riley. At the 
order of the marshal all left the court-room quietly, 
except the odicers and counsel, and when I left there 
were none else in the room, and the crowd in the en- 
tries and stairways and outside, though largo and 
chiefly negroes, was perfectly peaceable. 

I returned to ray office and was planning' with 
a friend the probable next proceedings, when we 
heard a shont from the court-house, continued into 
a yell of triumph, and in an instant after down the 
steps came two hnge nep;roes bearing the prisoner 
between them with his clothes half torn off, and so 
stupefied by the sudden rescue and the violence of his 
dragging of! that he sat almost dumb, and I thought 
had fainted; but the men seized him, and being 
powerful fellows hurried him through the square into 
Court Street, where he found the use of his feet, and 
they went olT toward Cambridge, like a black squall, 
the crowd driving along with them and cheering as 
they went. It was all done in an instant, too quick to 
be believed, and so successful was it that not only was 
no negro arrested, but no attempt was made at pursuit. 
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The sympathy of the masses was with the success- 
ful rescue, though here and there wiis an old hunker, 
or a young dandy, or would-be-chivahy-man, who ex- 
pressed anger at the failure of the ^^ Peace Measures.'* 

It seems that none of the officers were injured, ex- 
cept by being crowded into corners and held fast, and 
the sword of justice which Mr. Uiley had displayed 
on his desk was carried off by an old negro. 

How can any right-minded man do else than re- 
joice at the rescue of a man from the hopeless, end- 
less slavery to which a recovered fugitive is always 
doomed. If the law were constitutional, which I 
firmly believe it is not, it would be the duty of a citi- 
zen not to resist it by force, unless he wns prepared 
for revolution and civil war ; but we rejoice in the 
escape of a victim of an unjust law, as we would in 
the escape of an ill-treated captive deer or bird. 

The conduct of the Chief Justice, his evident dis- 
inclination to act, the frivolous nature of his objec- 
tions, and his insulting m<inner to mo, have troubled 
me more than any other manifestiition. It shows 
how deeply seated, so as to affect, unconsciously I 
doubt not, good men like him, is this selfish hunker- 
ism of the property interest on the slave question. 

Sumner thought he had better not appear as coun- 
sel in the c;ise and did not go in. His reason, which 
he gjive me frankly, wjis, the effect it might have on the 
pending senatorial election.^ He thought the conven- 
tions of parties and the delicate state of affairs at the 
State House required him to withhold any public 
action. This is the reason (though I did not see it 
at the time) why he declined going to New York to 
argue the case of Henry lx)ng. 

^ Tliat in whicli Mr. Sumner was first chosen to the United States 
Senate. See p. 105. 
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February 23. Judge Metcalf was present at my 
interview with Judge Sliaw, and expressed himself 
very much disturbed by the conduct of the chief. 
He seldom si)eaks, but in this Ciuie he s|K>ke freely. 

March 23. Sunday. The last week Sumner and 
I have been drawing up laws to meet the dangers and 
outrages of the Fugitive Slave Bill, at the request 
of the committee of the legislature. We propi>8e an 
act the fii-st section of whicli extends the Latimer 
Law (1843) to the Fugitive Slave Bill of 1860. The 
two next sections are my invention. They prohibit, 
under a penalty, any officer or member of the volun* 
teer militia of Massachusetts from acting, in that 
capacity, under the direction of the United States 
marshal, under the Act of 1850, under color or pre- 
tence of being part of the posse vomilatus ; and t4) dFs- 
band all companies of the volunteer militia who shall 
so act in their organized capacity. I cannot doubt 
the constitutionality of these provisions. We are not 
obliged to furnish our organizations, arms and equip- 
ments, our discipline, our paid soldiers, to the marshal 
to enforce the slave law. As individuals, they are 
members of the posse comitatus^ but not as officers 
and privates of volunteer associations. And if con- 
stitutional, our duty to prohibit it is clear. 

The next section, prohibiting the claimant of a 
slave from having counsel, is Sumner's. I advised 
against it, as ungracious, as small legislation. It has 
an odious look and will answer little purpose. I'he 
last two sections require the district attorneys to de- 
fend all inhabitants claimed as fugitive slaves. These 
will have little practical effect. If left to me, I should 
report only the first three. 

A 4.1 u:ii „i-^ J j.1-^ j:j. ^t 
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which belongs to George Minot It treats every per- 
son as ,a criininat who removes or endeavors to re- 
move, (^r aids or abets in an attempt to remove from 
the state, as a fugitive slave, any pei-sou who is not a 
fugitive shive, and makes a legal presumption that the 
party c. aimed is free. This looked to us both as a 
well-devised statute. 

The foJIlowing extracts from the diary relate to the famous 
Sims case, which, as will presently be seen, led to the elec- 
tion of Cliarles Sumner to tlic United States Senate. As a 
record tli«38e extracts are complete in themselves. 

April^l. The last week our city has been the 
scene of a degrading fugitive slave case. A man was 
arrested by the marshal and his posse, suddenly, at a 
hotel in vhicb he was a waiter, and locked up in the 
court-hot se, which was guarded by a huge force of 
policemen and a chain stretched entirely around' it, 
so that e/ery one who entered it, except at the far- 
ther door.' must go under the chain. This was Thurs- 
day nighl. Friday morning, Mr. George T. Curtis 
held his f^ourt,^ and Charles G. Loring and Robert 
Rantoul a speared i\s counsel. Colonel S. J. Thomas 
appeared or the Southern claimants. More despica- 
ble wretc. es in appearance than the Southern agents 
I never b« leld — cruel, low-bred, dissolute, degraded 
beings ! . To man's life or property would be safe a 
moment ii their hands. Mr. Sewall applied to the 
supreme ( >urt for a habeas corpus^ and it was re- 
fused with ut argumi»nt. Mr. Sewall, after it was 
refused, asl ed leave to address the court in f:ivor of 
the petitior and wjis refused. 

In the cc use of Saturday and Sunday a number of 

' Mr. Curii." n Uim, as in the Slmdrnob cnse, was ilie United States 
comnuAMtoner b« (ore M'hom the aUeged f ugitiTe was carried. 
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gentlemen spoke privately to tho jiidgeH, among 
others, Mr. I^oring and Franklin Dexter, and an inti- 
mation was obtained tliat tliey wonid hear an argu- 
ment. 

Accordingly, this morning (Monday, April 7), 
Mr. Kantoul and I went into court and moved again 
for the writ and were heard. I was called in sud- 
denly and was not prepared for more than an open- 
ing. Mr. Rantoul had been prepared and made a 
very striking and forcible argument, consid«;red as a 
speech to the people, or as a piece of abstract reason- 
ing, but not one calcuhited to meet the difficulties in 
the minds of the court. The Chief Justice was evi- 
dently timid, and tried to evade a deciHion of many 
points. I compelled him to decide that the netitioner 
was not entitled to the writ as of right, bi't that it 
was addressed to the discretion of the co irt. The 
petition set forth the ^^ pretence " under which the 
petitioner was held to be a certain warrant, and an- 
nexed a copy as required by the statute. The court, 
assuming the warrant to be valid and legiJ, and the 
parties to be entitled to act, refused to issu \ the writ, 
and required us to satisfy them of the unci istitutiou- 
ality of the warrant before they will issue .'lie writ. 

At three P. M. Judge Shaw delivered i he opinion 
of the court refusing the writ. Tlie gro jnds of the 
opinion are these : A conflict between tl h state and 
national courts is to be avoided. The naf |onal courts 
have power to issue writs of habeas c(rpus. The 
more expedient course is to resort to tho',n when the 
act of their own oflicers is concerned, ? I though the 
state courts will act in extreme cases. ' Ihis is not a 
clear case. The only question is whet er the com- 
missioner can constitutionally act. The Act of 1793 



1851. THE FUGITIVE SLAVE CASES. 187 

gave the same powers to magistrates which this act 
gives to commissioners, and was acquiesced in more 
than fifty years, and recognized, or at least was not 
decided to be unconstitutional by any court. Tlie 
point must be considered iva settled by lapse of time, 
ac(luieH(;ene,o and reeo<;nition. The writ wsis refused. 

A writ de homine replegiando was sued out and 
put in the hands of a sheriff. He demanded the man 
and was refused by the marshal. As yet the precept 
has not been served. A criminal complaint was also 
made against the prisoner tor stabbing one of the offi- 
cers who arrested him. The marshals refused to de- 
liver up the man on this precept ; and this precept 
is not served. I do not believe there is moral power 
enough on the side of the state in opposition to tlie 
national government in Boston to enable the sheriff 
to serve a criminal process. 

April 13. Sunday. I will endeavor to give a cor- 
rect account of the occurrences of the last eventful 
week. 

The sheriff had placed in his hands a writ de ho- 
mine replegiando and a criminal warrant against 
Sims the fugitive for stabbing Butman, the man who 
arrested him, with order to servo the first writ, and 
if that was resisted to serve the warrant. lie wtis 
advised that the commissioner's warrant, under which 
the marshal held Sims, being only a civil process, 
must yield to the criminal process of the state. The 
sheriff demanded Sims of the marshal on the writ, 
and was positively refused and told that if an attempt 
should be made to take him, force would be used to 
resist. As to the criminal process, the marshal said 
he had doubts, and asked for twenty-four hours to 
take advice, which the sheriff allowed him. At the 
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end of twenty-fonr hours the sheriff applied again to 
the marahalf and was told that so far as holding 
under the Fugitive Slave Act was concerned, he 
probably would have given him up, but that he also 
held hiin under a warrant for a crime against the 
United States. At our request, Mr. Loring (Charles 
G.) called on the marshal and asked him who issued 
the warrant and when. The marshal replied that it 
was issued on Monday morning by B. F. Hailett. 
Mr. Loring then asked Uallett what the warrant was 
for, but Hallett declined answering. Loring said 
that he feared the warrant was a mere trick. Hallett 
replied that if it was so, it was to counteract a trick. 
By my advice Mr. Sewall dennmded of the mar- 
shal a copy of the warrant and return. This was on 
Wednesday. In the afternoon a copy of the warrant 
was furnished. It bore d;ite Monday, and Inul no ro* 
turn upon it. Early Thursday morning (it being 
Filst Day) Sewall obtained a petition from Sims for 
a haheaB corpus^ addressed to Judge Spragne, set- 
ting forth that he had been held for three days under 
a criminal warrant, without being brought before a 
magistrate to be examined, and also that the warrant 
was void. The defect in the warrant was that it did 
not allege that Batman was an officer of the United 
Stiites, or that he was serving a process of the United 
States, at the time he was stabbed by Sims. Judge 
Sprague refused to grant the writ. The grounds of 
the refusal, as stated to me by Sumner and Sewall, 
who were present, and conlirmed by the clerk, were 
that inasmuch as Sims was held on one process which 
was legal, he suffered no illegal detention because 
there was also another process, the legality of which 
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Cowen's Reports, to the effect that where a party 
held under one process is also served and held by a 
different process, he mtiy test the legality of the lat- 
ter by a habeas corpus. Sewall ought to have asked 
him how he could know judicially that Sims was 
held under a prior process until it should be disclosed 
by the return of the writ, for the petition made no 
reference to it. 

Coming into town in the afternoon, I found the 
gentlemen in consultation. It was finally resolved 
that Sumner and I should go before Judge Woodbury 
with the Siime petition, accompiinied with an affidavit 
from Sewall that the marshal told him that he con- 
sidered Sims iis held under the warrant from the time 
it was put iu his hands, and another aOidavit from 
Sims himself, of his never having been informed of 
the arrest or taken before a magistrate to be exam- 
ined or bailed. We found Judge Woodbury at his 
rooms at the Tremont House, and after a long consul- 
tation, during which I made three journeys to my 
office and the Law Library for books, to satisfy the 
judge that ho could issue the writ at chambers in 
term time, and which lasted until seven o*clock, he 
agreed to open his court at eight o*clock P. M. Ac- 
cordingly at eight o'clock P. M. the United States 
circuit court room was opened, and we presented our 
petition. The marshal sent off for Messrs. Choate 
and B. R. Curtis, who soon arrived in carriages. I 
opened the case by citing authorities to show that 
the habeas corpus is a writ of right, except in certain 
cases, of which this was not one, and demanded the 
writ as of right. If not of right, the fact that the 
|)risoner hud been held nearly four days without hav- 
ing been brought before a miigisti*ate was evidence 
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of illegiil holding, and also contended that the war- 
rant set forth no crime. Sumner ft»|lo\ved with ad- 
ditional points and authorities. We both denounced 
the warrant and arrest as mere tricks. 

Woodbury gave a short opinion, attknowledging 
tliat lie could not know judicially that Sims was held 
under another precept, and that the holding under 
the warrant was prima facie illegal, and required ex- 
planation, and issued the writ returnable bi'foi*e liim 
forthwith. At ten P. M. the return, drawn up by 
Curtis (with aid, I presume, from Choate), wsis sub- 
mitted. After about half an hour's argument on 
motion for delay, the judge adjourned to Friday at 
three P. M. It happened, most unfortunately and pro- 
vokingly for me, that the Charlestown Flats case, in 
which I am engaged, and in which there is a great 
interest involved, and many witnesses and parties, 
had been specially assigned for Friday, before a com- 
mittee of the legislature. It was to take all day and 
there was no escape from it. I hwA to give up my 
connection with the habeas corpus^ in which my 
heart and pride and best feelings were engaged, and 
take to the Flats case, which was a matter of mere 
pecuniary speculation. It wjis mortifying to see how 
absorbed the petitioners were in their mud scheme, 
coming to my office and talking over the square feet 
and the lines, without so much as looking out of the 
window or asking a question about the case of the 
poor slave, so touching to humanity, so great as a 
question of constitutional and politic<iI law. All day 
I was employed in tliis case, and at night learni^d 
that Judge Woodbury had, as we feared, remanded 
the prisoner. He did not think the delay, under the 
circumstances, so unreasonable as to justify him in 
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releasing the prisoner ; but said tlnit tlie marshal 
ought to return the warrant, in gotid fuith, as Sf.on 
as he conveniently could. Our friends 8;iy thnt the 
judge made a mere political clap-trup spei'ch, in- 
tended for the Southern market. Mr. Sewall then 
presented a writ de homine replegiamh in behalf of 
Sims as u citizen of Georgia agsiiust the nuiislial, nnd 
asked the judge to appoint an officer to serve it. 
Thereu|)on, Colonel Thomas, attorney for Sims*8 
master, objected to SewulFs authority to act for 
Sims, on the ground that as Sims had been in the 
mean time remanded into the custody of his master 
by Mr. Commissioner Curtis, and the reUition of 
master and slave established, the slave could not 
appoint an attorney, and claimed the exclusive right 
to appear for Sims. Judge Woodbury susbiined this 
claim, which, of course, put an end to all further 
proceedings. 

The other proceedings of the week have l>een 
those : On Monday and Tu<*sday, Mr. Loring and Mr. 
Itantoul nrgued the case of Sims l>efore Curtis, and 
Colonel Thom:ut r(*|>lied in l>elialf of thn master. 
Tuesday P. M. Curtis adjourned the court till Fri- 
day, to give himself time to write out his opinion on 
the fonstitutional question. Friday morning he de- 
livercMl his opinion, sustaining his jurisdiction, and 
granting the certificate to the owner's agt»nt. On ihe 
affidavit, he also directed the marshal to escort the 
prisoner to Georgia. 

Another attempt was made to induce the sherilT to 
serve the criminal process, with offers of any force he 
might need for a posse comifatuSj and bonds of in- 
demnity, with assurances ti)at the holding under (he 
warrant could not be justified. But the sheriff's in- 
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dinations were all the other way, and his prejudices, 
and he let slip the opportunity. Hud he been in 
earnest to serve the pix>ee8d, it might have been done. 
But the truth is, there is not moral force enough in 
Boston on the side of the slave to sustain the laws of 
the state in his favor. The national power, sustained 
by the interest of politicians, traders and manufactur- 
ers, overpowera the authority of the state courts. 

Judge Shaw actually went under the chain to get 
to his court. Judge Wells of the Court of Common 
Pleas refused to do this, and a pLice was made for 
him. I hiive never been under it. I either jump 
over it or go round to the end, and have the rope re- 
moved, which they have at last gniciously substituted 
for the last few links of the chain. 

The Senate has tnken up this matter and ap- 
pointed a committee of investigation, which has been 
in session the last week. Their examinations show 
conclusively that the arrest and detention have been 
made chiefly by the city poliee force, and that no per- 
sons have been permitted to enter the court-house, in 
whii^h the Supreme and Common Pleas courts were 
both in session, except counsel, parties, jurors, etc., 
unless by a written permit of the United Ststtes mar- 
shsd, while the law requires the state courts to be 
open. If our people bear these indignities and as- 
sumptions of power over their rights and privileges, 
instead' of being slave-catchers they ought to be 
slaves themselves. 

Poor Sims was confined in a small room with one 
half window in the third story of the court-room, on 
the west side. The window was barred, and from my 
office I could see him looking through the grates of 
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Our oflicei-8 are slavc-lm titers, and the voice of the 
old law of the state is liushed and awed into silence 
before this fearful slave-power which has got such 
entire control of the Union. 

Saturday morning between four and five o'clock 
the iK)or fellow, with tears in In's eyes, was marched 
on board a vessel, escorti*d by a hundri^d or more of 
the city police under orders of the United States 
marshal, armed witli swords and pistols, and in a few 
minutes she sailed down the harbor. 

A convention of all persons opposed to the Fugi- 
tive Slave Bill, called a fortnight ngo, met at Tremont 
Temple on Tuesday. It was a most enthusiastic, 
excited, earnest meeting. The only diiFiculty was in 
keeping the i>eople within bounds. A large portion 
of the company were l^ent on a rescue, but all the 
leading men were "Ijiw and order " men, and moder- 
ate counsels prevailed. Horace Mann presided. Ex- 
cellent letters were read from Seward and Charles 
FninciH Adams, and speeches made by Mann, Pal- 
frey and others. The election of Allen, the gain for 
Palfrey, and the increased loss of Upliani were cheer- 
ing inti'lligence.* At one time it was rumored that 
the sheriff Wiis about to serve the warrant, »nd it is 
said that a thousand men prepared to go to the death 
for the state law were eager to offer themselves for 
his posse. 

It seems that Sims was brought in a vessel to Bos- 
ton without the master's knowledge and being dis- 

* Special elections lioM in certain of tlio conprefwional districtn of 
the RtAt«f xvTiich liarl nt tlio previonn ntat« election failed io cast a ma- 
jority Yote for any candidate, in accordance witli tlie law then in force. 
Cliarles Allen was the successful Free Soil candidate in the Worcester 
district ; John 0. Palfrey was tho Free Soil candidiite in the Middle- 
sex district, and C. W. Upham tlie Whig candidate in the Essex di»- 
trict. 
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covered on board, when inside the light, was maU 
treateii and confined in the cabin by the insister and 
mate, with the knowledge of the owner (J. H. Pier- 
son), for the purpose of carrying him back into slav- 
ery, agiiinst the clear law of our commonwealth. Yet 
all attempts to arrest either the master or mate have 
proved futile, on account of the connivance of the 
owners at their escape. 

Sims was carried back to Savannah and subsequently 
sold. Clmrles Devens, afterwards Attorney General of the 
United States in the administration of Hayes, and a judge 
of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, was United States 
marshal for the district of Massachusetts at the time of the 
rendition, and iis midi rcs|Nin8ihlu fur thu cxecTutiun of thu 
law. 'lliough he |>erfonned tlie duty thus ini|>oscd n|K>u 
him, he naturally dinliked it, and thereafter felt himself 
under a sort of mond obligation towanls Sims ; aiul when 
in 1853, on the incoming of the Pierce administration, he 
ceased to be marshal, he made, through tlie Rev. A. L. 
Grimes, the colored clergyman in Boston, more than one 
ineffectual effort to buy the returned fugitive and liberate 
him. Mrs. Lydia Maria Child made a similar unavailing 
effort at a lat4*r period, General Dcvcns offuring again to 
supply the full amount supposed to be necessary to effect 
the purchase, some $1,800. After the breaking out of thu 
rebellion, Sims, who had then been carried to Tennessee, ef- 
fected his escape and got within the Union lines, returning 
finally to Boston. Here he was aided by Mrs. Child, Gen- 
eral Devens and others, but finally went back to Tennessee. 
After Judge Devens became Attorney General, in 1877, 
SiniH appeared in Wasbingtou and ]Mit in his claim for a 
]»1ac'e. He was n)ade a messenger in the Department of 
Justice, and held the position for several years, being re- 
moved from it in the Arthur administration. He is now 
(1889) living in Washington, and is a bricklayer by trade. 
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There is no evidence that Mr. Dana ever came in contact 
with him again, altliough it would seem probable the two 
must have met after the latter found liis way back, a free- 
man through the war power, to the scene of his former ren- 
dition to servitude. 

April 24. This day, on the twenty-fourth ballot, 
ChtirloH Sinnnor wiih eloctod IJnitod SlalrB St^iiator. 
It WHS matter of great rejoicing to us, to be sure. 
At night a procession formed in Slate Stret>t and 
went to Sumner's house, but he had pur|K)sely left 
town. Thence they went to Charles Francis Adams, 
who made them a B|)eecli, thence to my fatlier^s, 
thinking that I lived there, and called me out. My 
father went to the door and told them that I \v:is at 
Cambridge. They then gave three cheers for the 
old gentleman ! ^^ Three cheers for K. H. Dana, 
Senior I " . . . One hundred guns were fired on the 
Common, at noon (2Gth), and the news was re- 
ceived in vnrions parts of New England with ringing 
of Ix'lls and Hring (»f cannon. 

June 1. The ** Uescue Cases," for the trial of Scott 
et ah,y concerned in rescuing Shadrach, came on last 
week, lx»ginning with Tuesday, May 27. Jas. Scott 
is the fn-st man tried. John P. Hale is senior with 
me for the defence. What I have seen of Hale Inis 
plesiscd me. lln has strong sense, quickness, fair- 
ness and a habit of thinking over cases and points, 
with a good memory, although not a book man nor 
fond of mere li*arning. 11*^ is an excelh»nt compan- 
ion, nnobtrnsive and sociable. There is a queer mix- 
ture of the natural gentleman and the rough country 
trader or fanner about him. He is a man of good 
birth and education, but wasted his youth and was 
saved by an excellent wife. 



196 RICHARD HENRY DANA. Mr. S5. 

June 8. The last week lias been spent in the trial 
of Scott for aiding in the rescue of the fugitive slave 
Shadrach. The case was given to the jury at 12.30 
P. M. of Thui-sday. At 6.30 r. M. they were called 
into court and reported that they could not agree 
and that there Wits no prospect of their agreeing. 
Judge Sprague ordered thein out again, and kept 
them out until 9.30 A. M. of Friday, being twenty- 
one hours. Being still unable to agree, they were 
discharged. They stood six to six. This was a tri- 
umph for us, as the Government exerted its utmost 
efforts to secure a verdict. Judge Sprague gave an 
elaborate charge on the law, sustaining the constitu- 
tionality of the Act of 1850. On the. facts, I am 
constmined to say that his charge was ex parte and 
excited. His eye flashed, his gestures were vehe- 
ment and his whole soul Wiis in the niainlcnaneo of 
the law, urging it upon the jury with the zeal of an 
advocate or a party. In commenting on the evi- 
dence, he repeated with emphasis all the reasons 
given by the United States attorney for believing 
the Government testimony and disbelieving oura, 
adding many sutrgestions of his own to the same 
effect, while he did not notice one of our suggestions 
or make one of his own in favor of our testimony 
or against that of the Government. In fact, I am 
satisfied that Judge Sprague considers himself placed 
on the bench to preserve the bain nee of the machine, 
and if he thinks that the jury, or public opinion, or the 
weight of counsel inclines thi^ srale toward the pris- 
oner, he must retain the equilibrinm by inclining as 
far the other way himself. This is an error. He must 
preserve the neutrality of the bench at all events 
and keep other parties in their places if he can. 
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There is a littU; too mucli of tt^o old politician about 
him to make hiin a clear jud/^e in political causes, 
where the interests of his partj^ and political friends 
are at stake. He is a man pf a remarkably clear 
mind, penetrating and sagacioilis, eqnitstble and firm. 
In fnct, I have for ten years found him the model 
of a judge. Hut in these causes he Inis shown too 
much feeling and excitement, and has argued the 
case for the Government. . 

After this jury was dismissed, an attempt was made 
to impanel another jury. Three of these jurors an- 
swered that they could not conscientiously find a man 
guilty under this law, and wero excused. The Gov- 
ernment asked the court to question the jury whether 
they had expressed or formed opinions, or had any 
bias in the case. The court ordered the questions to 
be put. One juror was asked if ho had formed an 
opinion, etc. He answered that he had, nnd was ex- 
cused. Wo suggested that he di«l not rightly under- 
stand the question, and asked to have it explained. 
Wo snggoRted that he might think the questions re- 
ferred to an opinion as to the entire transaction, while 
it only referred to the guilt or*innocenee of Lewis 
Hayden. The judge recalled him, and explained to 
him that the question related to the guilt or innocence 
of the prisoner. The juror then replied that he had 
not formed an opinion. Mr. Lunt interposed and 
said that the juror might have formed an opinion as 
to the acts of other parties. The judge put the ques- 
tion \vh(»ther he had formed opinions as to the acts of 
other parties. I interposetl : — 

Dana, I hope the coiirt understands that we do 
not wish tlu^ question piit. 

Covrt, \ do nndersbmd that you wish it put. 
You asked to have the original questitm explained. 



/ 
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Dana, We did sc^; but this is not an explana- 
tion, please your l)onf)r. The question Iius been ex- 
phiined, and the jiinjr has answered. This question 
came from the Goveriiment. 

Court. It is a dufTerent question, I see. Mr. 
Clerk put the next qiiestion. 

The venire being esLhausted, the court adjourned 
to Monday. 

Tlie "Courier" pi Monday, 2d inst., contsiins a 
column and a hafx of attack upon me for my Worees« 
ter speech, calling /upon me to answer Mr. Haven 
and others. And the " Advertiser " of the same day 
has two articles on me ; one, signed " the son of a 
merchant," calls on all the merchants to withdraw 
their business from me, and to proclaim non-inter- 
course. I shall not refily now, happen what will, 
and am ghul that I did not reply. This is a mere 
political move and arises Ivom a desire to injure the 
reputation of their opponents. They do not desire 
either to elicit the truth or to do justice. 

Jnve 15. All this week engaged in trying the 
case of Lewis Ilavden for rescue of Shudrach. Hale 
has argued it nobly, with great skill in feeling the 
jury, and with passages of true eloquence. 

17. Tuesday. The trial of Morris was broken off, 
after the Government had put in half its evidence, 
on account of a juryman, D. B. Walker, who was 
objected to as bijised on newly discovered testimony. 
He had been put on his voir dire and sworn it, but 
the court against our objections ullowi»d evidence of 
things said by him some time ago respt»cting the Fu- 
gitive Slave Law and other kindred matters, to show 
l)i;is and prejudice, and set him aside. Before swear- 
ing in the new juror, the court, without our consent, 
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continued the cuse to the next. term. Query. 
the setting ajside of Walker wsis* illegal, is not Mot- 
ris discharged? 

Ntw Yorkj June 27. Friday. After dinner I went 
over to Hoboken and spent about two hours in a 
beautiful wsilk up and down the banks of the Hudson, 
from the Elysian Fields to Otto Cottage. I never 
saw a view in my life to surpass this for beauty and 
interest. You wander in the woods, on the banks 
of the Hudson, under the shade of the noble trees, 
witli the great city stretched along for miles before 
you, its luini of tnulo and work just audible ncross 
the stilK broad river at your feet ; the shutting in 
of the Highlands visible up the river, and down the 
river the opening to the ocean at the Narrows ; the 
whole scene enlivened by countless sails, pleasure 
boats and vessels of burden, with every few minutes 
a huge steamer darting out with a screnm and deep- 
drawn breathing from the slips of the city. 

Jult/ 15. This day wsis the anniversary of the 
Story Association. Choate delivered the oration. It 
was genenilly understood the afternoon before that 
he was preparing something on the Fugitive Slave 
Law and against the Free Soil party. Sumner told 
me so and would not go. I begged him to go to the 
dinner, and told him that if anything was said 
against us we would make iight. But he declined. 

As I went up the platform, Choate shook hands, 
and said, ** I am sorry you are coming. I shall have 
to offt^nd you. You had better reconsider." And 
sure enough, the oration was a defence of the ad- 
ministration policy as to slavery, and an attack on 
the Free Soil party and principle. Tho plan was to 
prove that the preservation of the Union, in the 
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scale of an enlightened morality, was a greater and 
higher virtue than that which refused to surrender 
a fugitive slave, assuming of course, that the two 
could not coexist. It was an improper and inap- 
propriate thing, and I think generally felt to be so. 
This was an occasion when all party questions were 
to be excluded and the graduates of the school to 
meet as brothera on common ground to be addressed 
on some subject of common interest. President 
Quincy and Mr. Hoar were the two oldest men pres- 
ent, both Free Soilers, and a striking commentary on 
the contemptuous manner in which Choate spoke of 
the youthful enthusiasm and inexperience of the Free 
Soil party. Neither of these gentlemen attended the 
dinner. 

At the dinner there was nothing offensive, except 
the speech of General Carpenter of Rhode Island, 
who spoke of '^ that miserable, conceited, fanatical 
faction/* etc. In my remarks I alluded to this in a 
pleasant way, but so that they should feel it. Mr. 
Story, in returning thanks for his father's memory, 
spoke of introducing "a regard for liberty in law, 
and conscience into legislation." Judge Hoards toiist 
was also to the point, about love of liberty, reverence 
for law and fear of God. On the whole, they had 
the disgrace of making an ill-mannered attack, and 
we rather had the last word. 

July 17. Tliursday. Phi Beta. ... At the din- 
ner President Qnincy was first called up, and re- 
ceived, all standing. Me pronounced a feeling eulogy 
on Judge Story tis the real founder of the Law 
School, and concluded by saying that he had been 
forced into this by an occurrence of a recent date — 
that he had attended the exercises of the Story As- 
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sociation, and with deep regret heard an oration of 
which he would say nothing except that it bad not 
one word about Joseph Story, or the Law School, or 
Mr. Dane. 

Mr. Story in replying gave ^^Josiah Quincy, al- 
ways true to liberty, virtue and friendship.'* 



CHAPTER XI. 

VAOATIOK RAMBLES. —A MOOSE-HUNT. 

August 1. Friday. Reiiched Cherryfield at 12.80, 
midnight, poor lodgings, early breakfast and ride to 
Bangor via Ellsworth. The chief characteristic of 
the country all the way from the British provinces 
to Bangor is that the farm-houses, small, thin, fmil- 
looking shells, are all phiced on the tops of hills, 
where every wind can rake them, with all the trees 
cut down in every dii-ection, and not the i*elief of a 
tree, a shrub or a vine. Most disconsolate and cheer- 
less objects they are. Not one attractive farm-house 
have I seen yet. Where it is so easy to put the 
house in a snug corner or on a slope, and to leave a 
grove of trees on the windy and exposed side of the 
house, to plant a vine that nmy climb over the door, 
— but no, there seems to l)e an inherent tasti'lessness 
in the common New England man, a doadncss to 
grace or beauty in every form, which nothing but the 
cultivation and example of ages can correct. 

Auguat 6. Wednesday, Engiiged Rowell, the 
hunter, to take me moose hunting, as I wsis deter- 
mined to kill a moose, if possible, before I left. Be- 
fore dinner I went down with him a few miles in his 
birch canoe to look after his bear-trap. We landed 
and went through the woods a half mile or so, and 
came to a small inclosnre made of boughs with an 
opening on one side, and in the midst a large piece of 
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mooscR carcass. At the opening was a bear-trap, 
covered with leaves, which Uowell took up. It was 
a cruel hniking implement, Hntl sprung with a fearful 
clash. He was going to remove it to a phice above 
Kineo. 

A rt(M* dinner at about four o*cIock set off on our 
mooHc hunt. Wo wrnt out in llowcirs litth; birch 
with a gun apiece, loaded, a bucket containing some 
bread and meat for two meals, our tliick coats, an 
axe and some pieces of rope. We paddled across the 
lake about five miles to the upper outlet into the 
Kennrbc*c. This is the small outlet, the main outlet 
being several miles below. The outlet is narrow, 
with what people call ^^ quick water,** that is, ^^ ra()- 
ids,'* which we shot through, Uowell carefully and 
skilfully steering between the rocks and shallows 
and stum()S, into a wide outspread which they call a 
** pond,*' then through quick water again into another 
long pond, at the end of which is a dam built by the 
lumbermen, over which the waters of (he lake pour 
into a small branch of the Kennebec. Around these 
ponds are patches of grass-grown ground, partly cov- 
ered by water, muddy and swiympy, which they call 
*^ Poke-logans,*' into which the moose come to lie 
down and wallow. 

We floated slowly along the banks of these streams 
and ponds under the shade of the overhanging forest 
amid the solitude of nature, with no human hahita- 
tion within miles of us, in perfect silence, hardly 
daring to move in our canoe, watching with eves and 
e;irs for the sound or sight of a moose. Twice Howell 
landed and was gone some ten or twenty minutes to 
examine the tracks and maiks, and returned with 
news that there must be at letist one moose near 
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the lower pond. Just before sundown we landed 
and ate our plain supper, and when the sun was 
down put off again, paddling slowly up and down the 
stream, slopping to listen, and rounding the points 
and corners in profound silence, not even the splash 
of paddle being heard, in harmony with the falling 
of the niglit shadows on this romantic scene. The 
sunset was clear and beautiful, and the moon in the 
mid-heavens grew into light as tlie sun faded out. 
Then came the northern lights shooting up their 
speara into the dark sky, and the long-drawn, plain- 
tive, musical cry of the loon, unsurpsissed for poetic 
effect by that of any seabird, echoed back and to 
and fro among the hills. I sat in the bow with my 
gun by my side ready for instant action, and Rowell 
laid his across the boat to fire in case I missed, and 
guided the boat with his paddle. In this way, in 
entire silence, we floated about from sundown until 
the moon set, which was a little after midnight. 
The only sign of a moose was the heavy step, and 
breaking and cracking of branches as one of those 
huge creatures passed along near the shore on our 
left. We followed him slowly on the other side, but 
wo heard no more of him. The moon being down 
it was too dark for a further hunt, and we drew our 
canoe in under the lee of a bank, and wrapping our 
coats about us laid down in the bottom, drawn up 
in narrow compass, to sleep until the dawn of day. 
The black flies had been very thick and troublesome 
in the afternoon and the mosquitoes in the evening, 
but it was a cold nip;ht and we were no longer 
troubled with them, although our sleep was a little 
interrupted by the chilliness of the air. I soon, how- 
ever, fell asleep, and was dreaming of reading a eon- 
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troversy in the " Daily Aclrertiser " between Mr. 
Ticknor and the trustees of the AtheiiSBum, in which 
the trustees said that Mr. Tickuor complained, when 
he had in fact control of the committee through his 
family connections, to which Mr. Tickuor replied 
tartly with sonic intimation of |K)litic2il inHueuce, — 
whiMi Rowoll touch(*(l mo and said it was time to be 
stirring. Raising myself in the boat, I found that 
streaks of daybreak were out in the east and the 
birds beginning thoir notes. 

Without a word spoken we dropped down the 
stream to the second pond, and round its shores and 
up ngain, without hearing the least sound of a moose, 
and were floating down again, when Rowell whis- 
pered, ** There 's a moose, right ahead I " Just then 
we heard a breaking through the bi-anches and leaves, 
and he disappeared l)erore I got a sight of him. We 
were too far off for a sliot. We paddled silently and 
slowly down, ears and eyes attent, when we both heard 
a sound agsiin a little above us. As quick as 
thought the canoe's head was turned round in that 
direction and I held my gun in hand. Again the 
bn»aking of branches is Inward at the watc»r's edge, and 
the head and forepart of a moose appeal's, stepping 
slowly into the water. He paused and looked about, 
but did not see us, as we were close under the bank. 
As he did not go in any farther, Rowell pushed the 
canoe slowly forward, and I took aim, resting the gun 
on one knee as I sat in the bottom of the canoe. I 
took aim as I had been told, at the fore-shoulder, 
a little behind. I kept the aim until we were within 
about six or seven rods, wlien Rowell whispered, 
" Now, lire," and I fired. It was my first shot at any 
large wild animal, but I was as calm as if I had been 
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firing at a mark. It was not quite ligll^ but I could 
see liis outliue distinctly. He disappeared. ^^ Wliat*8 
that in the water I " said Rowell. Ue had fallen, and 
after an instant's stillness Wiis struggling in the water. 
"Shall I fire the other barrel?" "No I He's 
dead." And a few strokes brought us to his side. 
As we psissed him I turned round to look at him 
and incautiously sat on the gunwale, and over went 
the little birch, throwing us and our guns and axe in 
the water. It was not deep, and we recovered them 
easily and landed. A stab in the throat finished 
the struggles of the animal, and in a few minutes we 
had him hauled to the shore. It was a dead lift, 
getting him upon the bank, for although young, he 
was as large as a common small-sized cow. 

My ball had taken him just behind the shouhler, 
a little higher than I aimed, and had gone through 
the wethers. The work of taking off the hide and 
quartering the animal I left to the hunter, although 
I did revive my old California experience by dissect- 
ing one joint and skinning the fore-leg. 

Amid the triumph of my first shot I could not but 
take some satisfaction in the knowledge that this de- 
struction of innocent, perhaps enjoyed life, was not in 
mere wantonness. This is the food of the people on 
the lake, by whom other meats are not attainable, 
and there was an order for a moose from Greenville, 
where this was to be taken. Man has dominion over 
the birds of the air, the beasts of the field and the fish 
of the sea. In its extent this dominion is nnlimited, 
except by the laws of humanity. There must be no 
cruelty, no needless suffering inflicted, and no more 
taking of life than the wants of man, in the way of 
food, clothing, labor or science or art, perhaps also 
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exercise and recreation, justly warrant. Whatever 
we may say or feel about the taking of life, is not 
this the truth? Is it not the truth of Scripture and 
of reason ? 

Putting the fore-quarters, either of which was a 
heavy lift for one nian, into the boat, with the skin, 
we pushed oil anew up the rapids, through the ponds, 
and over the lake to old Kineo, which we reached be- 
fore the people of the house had gone to breakfast. 
It had been a novel and exciting chapter in my life, 
for which I would give many of the humdrum days 
of plesisure in tlie esUiblished routes of men. 

August 9. Thus ended, on the whole, the pleas- 
an test, in every way most satisfactory sailing ex- 
cursion I ever made. It is true that I have a fond- 
ness for a boat, for life on the water, beyond the af* 
fection I bear to any other mode of pastime. The 
vicissitudes of a day in a boat I This is always a 
quiet, unutterable pleasure to my spirit. It takes me 
complrtfly from all cares of life. I forget that I am 
anything hut a sailor, or have any purpose in life 
but to guide the boat, to watch the winds and meet 
the little exigencies of the hour. Then, too, my 
thoughts wander back to my old sea-life, and I dream 
over the events of that parenthesis in my life, and 
recall the faces of my shipmates, the scenes on ship 
and shore, and find myself humming over capstan 
songs and the cries at the windlsiss and the halyards. 
A good breeze enlivens me, and a calm soothes and 
tranqniHiz(*8 me, nnd puts me in a dreamy state, — 
unless, indeed, I admit, it lasts too long. 



CHAPTER XIL 

LAW AND POLITICS. — THB BURIAL OF WEBSTER. 

October 25. The chief events of the hist few 
weeks are Judge Curtis* induction to office, and 
charge to the Grand Jury. The latter was a remark^ 
ably clear, lawyer-like performance. His definition 
of treason was in the technical Curtis-like style, to 
the elTect that *^ levying war " is a tt^chnical phnise, 
which had an established Hignification at the time the 
Constitution was adopted, in the law of the realm. 
His signification extended it beyond an attempt to 
overthrow the Government itself, and includes com- 
bined attempts to resist by force the execution of one 
or more hiws (it matters not which) in all cases. 
He repudiates the extreme notion that combined and 
intentional forcible resistance in one case is treason. 
Yet, I believe, that under our Constitution treason 
is — treason I It is an attempt to overthrow the 
State, and nothing less. 

November 2. Sunday evening. Nothing of im- 
portance has occurred this week. The " Rescue 
Cases'* are on again, and I made a point of law ns 
to the removal of the cases from the pistrict Court 
under Act of 184G, § 3, which has given ihem some 
trouble. Also, that Judge Sprague erred in r«'mov- 
ing the juror Walker after the case was opened for 
a cause on which he had been examined. 

9. Sunday. Ten o'clock P. M. Henry T. Parker 
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bsis just conift out to tell ine of tlie death of our dearly 
beloved, our venerated clergyman, Dr. Croswell! 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord! lie 
has gone — ^^ having the testiniony of a good con- 
science ; in the communion of the Catholic Church ; 
in the confUh^iice of a certsiin ftiith ; in the comfort 
of a rcaftnnahlo, roligious and holy hope; in favor 
with Thee our God, and in perfect charity with all 
the world." 

How deeply this loss will be t'elt by our parish, 
lie was its Alpha and Omega. He opened its first 
service in its little humble hall, and has gone on with 
it through adversity and prosperity, with singleness 
of purpose, a devotion never exceeded. Neither sal- 
ary, nor society, nor literature, nor ease drew him, 
or threatened to draw him, away a moment. Daily, 
morning and evening, with hardly rest enough for 
the necessities of health, has liis voice offered up the 
Brrvice of our Chnrch, the only daily sorvico in the 
city, until a fnll and devott^l congregation has been 
g;itln»n»d about him. No man ever worked more 
faithfully, or with more solemn and substantial ef- 
fect. It may be said, without impiety, that the eyes 
of all waited upon him. Generous, kind, patient, 
devoted, magnanimous man ! May thy prayers 
never cease to go up for us, poor, frail, sinful worms 
of the dust, thou luist left behind thee I 

There are many striking things in the manner of 
this death. On the tenth day of November, 1844, 
Dr. Croswell arrived in Boston to take charge of this 
parish, and on that evening first met us in a parish 
mc»eting. On the ninth day of November, 1861, at 
evening, making an exact period of seven years, to 
the day, on the Lord^s Day, at the last words of the 
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evening service, while kneeling with his face to the 
altar, with the whole gospel armor on, in the white 
robes of his sacred . office, the Angel tonched him, 
^* The Lord hath need of tliee,*' and as the sun went 
down his spirit obeyed the summons. 

Mr. [William F.] Otis says, *' He was an emnnsi- 
tion of the Prayer Book." So he was indeed. He 
was the most liturgical man in form, voice, manner, 
spirit, I ever siiw. He is forever sissociated in the 
minds of his people with the grandest and most ten- 
der parts of that noble service, the Glorias, the Ben- 
edictions, the Confessions. 

November 16. The chief secular events of the 
week are the elections. The Coalition (Free Soil 
and Democrat) has probably carried botli bninches 
of the Legislature, and Winthrop lacks 8,000 votes 
of a majority. I think the Coalition an error of 
moral science on the part of the Free Soil party; but 
I rejoice that the Whigs are defeated, in the present 
selfish and cowardly policy, and that Sumner's elec- 
tion is thus ratified by the people. 

The other event is the acquittal of Morris. T hope 
this will end the " Rescue Cases." Judge Curtis' 
charge was lucid, and absolutely impartial. 

The Morris above referred to was Robert Morris, the 
first colored lan'yer at the Suffolk bar, and well-known in 
the legal profession of Boston in 1852 and subsequently un- 
til his <leath. Mr. Ellis Gi*ay Loring, an earnest anti-slavery 
man, and a prominent member of the Suffolk bar, had taken 
an interest in Morris, who had studied law in his office. He 
was the legal adviser of a large portion of the colored com- 
munity in Boston, his practice being mainly confined to 
small cases in the inferior civil and criminal courts. 
Strongly sympathizing with those of his own race, he was 
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present in the coait-room when Shadrach was rescaedy 
though there was no evidence that he was a direct partici- 
pant in any lawless proceeding. It is he abo who is re- 
ferred to in the following exti*act : — 

1852. January 2. I received to-day as gratifying 
a testimonial ns I ever received, and perhaps ever 
shall receive. It was a New Year's present of Ual- 
1am *s works in eight volumes, a superb London edi- 
tion, benutirully bound, from ^^ several colored citi- 
zens of Boston,*' on account of my services in the 
^'Rescue Cases." The gift was accompanied by a 
compliuientsiry and well-written note from Morris. 
I answered it with true feeling of satisfaction. 

The note from Morris ahove referred to was as follows:-— 

Boston, Januarjf 1, 1862. 

Dear Sir, — A number of our colored citizens, deeply 
grateful for your most able and manly defence of the parties 
indicted fur the rescue of Sliodrach, and anxious to show, 
even by a slight token, their heartfelt respect for your char- 
acter, and their cordiid appreciation of your invaluable 
services in the rescue trials, ask you to honor them by the 
accopL'uico of the a(!coui|)anying volumes of the historical 
works of llallani. In his writings we seem to discern a 
spirit kindred to your own, since they are everywhere ani- 
mated by that strong sentiment of Liberty protected by 
Law which lives in your own breast, and which has in all 
later times so honorably distinguiHhed the truly great consti- 
tutional lawyers, the iM-HkineR and Broughams of Kngland. 

I am, sir, witli the highest respect, 

Your friend and servant, 

Robert Morris. 

R. H. Dana, Jr., Esq. 

Then, and long afterwards, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing letter, whenever Mr. D!\na*s name came into promi- 
nence, it was a favorite newspaper charge against him that 
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he had accepted a fee for his professional services in defend- 
ing; the fugitive shives or tiicir rcscnei*8. One of these 
charges a])i>eured in the ** New York Trihune *' of the 2Gtli 
of August, 1872, and was suniiimrily disposed of by \*AU\uiml 
Quincy in the following letter : — 

To the Editor of TJie Tribune. 

SiK, — In your issue of the 26th instant is an article entitled 
'^ A Daw Plucked," which contains the statement tliat Mr. 
Richaiil H. Dana, Jr., had received the sum of $2,500 ''for 
his services as attorney in hehalf of tlie hanted fugitives from 
slavery." As my name is mentioned in the same article in 
a complimentary manner, my conduct and that of two other 
gentlemen being contrasted with that of Mr. Dana, perhaps 
you will permit me to state the exact facts in the premises, 
the same being within my own personal knowledge. 

Mr. Dona never received any remuneration for his pro- 
fessional services in any fugitive slave case. After the 
close of the cose of Anthony Burns, tlie Committee having 
charge of his defence, of their own mere motion, sent Mr. 
Duna a check for two hundi*ed ($200) dollars. This he re- 
turned to them, saying, in substance, that he hoped the time 
wouhl never come when a member of the Boston bar would 
aocc])t money for his professional aid to a man claimed as a 
slave. The Connnittee, then, to show their sense of his ser- 
vices, presented him with a piece of plate witli an appropri- 
ate inscription, as a permanent memorial of tlie event 

When the trials of the '' Shadrach Rescuers " approached, 
Mr. Dana, together with Mr. John P. Hale, then Senator from 
New Hampshire, were retained professionally for the de- 
fence. Both these gentlemen held that there was a clear 
distinction between the case of a slave claimed under the 
Fugitive Law and that of a citizen who hod rescued one out 
of the hands of tlie United States ofRcei's, and who was to 
have a legal trial before a court and jury for the act. There 
were five trials which occupied many days. Mr. Dana de- 
fended all of them, Mr. Hale having to withdraw after the 
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first two. For tliis service Mr. Daiia received, not $2,500, 
or the fifth part of it, but the precise sum of four hundred 
(S400) dollars. I think no hiwyer will say tliat this was an 
excessive compensation for the time and hibor bestowed on 
the trials and tlie preparation for them. 

Edmund Quincy. 

Dkdoam, Mass., Augugt 30, 18T2. 

After living several years, first in the West Cedar Street 
house and subsequently in lodgings, Mr. Dana finally, as 
liis family increased, decided to give himself the luxury of a 
house of his own. Naturally enough he fixed upon Cam- 
bridge AH hiH future nbiding-place. Arrordingly, about Uie, 
year 1851, he purchased a lot of land, not far from Cam- 
bridge Connaon and the Washington Klin, and built a 
house upon Berkeley Street, a name given by himself in 
honor of Bishop Berkeley. While this house was building 
and being furnished, he and his family lived at the Brattle 
House in Cambridge, since occupied by the University 
Press, but then a hoteL In tlie Berkeley Street house he 
passed the next seventeen years of his life, and his best 
working ])eriod. The rear of his land almost adjoined tlie 
rear of tlie larger grounds on which stood the Crnigie house, 
fronting Brattle Street, then oirciipied by the jioet Long- 
fellow, with whom an<l his family the personal and social 
relations of the Danas were always close. Cambridge was 
at this period in its happiest social condition, as the street 
railway, which soon converted it into a convenient suburb 
of Boston, did not make its advent until 1856. So tho 
Danas now saw a great deal of the Everett family, just 
closing tlieir time of residence in the old president's house, 
James Riifcsril T/OWoU and his wife, Professors Clianning, 
Beck, Peii-ce, and the young professors, Cliild, Lane, Cooke 
and Gould, who occa»i»iiallv adde*! a touch of humor and 
gayety to the Book Cliih reunions hy representations of 
Geniian ainnscnients, — reniiniscenres of student days. 
They also frequently met, among other families, the Pal- 
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freys, the Feltons, the Nortons, the Wheatons and the 
Greenouglis. Fur years also it was the habit of Charles 
Sumner when at home, after taking a Sunday dinner with 
Longfellow in ihe middle of the day, to drop in at Dana's 
at the hour for tea. At one period Dana, as was apt to be 
the case sooner or later with Sumner's friends, incurred his 
displeasure by differing from him in public over some ques- 
tion of political policy, and for years the Sunday evening 
visits ceased; but after 1866 friendly relations were re- 
newed, nor were tliey again interrupted. In the following 
entry Dana recorded his delight, when at last, after ten 
years of married life, he found himself in his own perma- 
nent home : — 

On Tuesday, March 16, we took possession of our 
new li(HiSi\ ... It is a beautiful house. Sarah has 
selected the wall-papers and carpets and curtains and 
furniture with so much, such exquisite taste, that it 
looks like fairy-land. Then the pleasure and com- 
fort and satisfaction of being in one's own house ! 
Evei-y day since we hare been in, we have admired 
and congratulated like children at a play. 

I have devoted two nights to the arrangement of 
my books and papers in my study, and Imve now the 
comfort for the first time in my life of a private room, 
with my own furniture and papera and books about 
me, where I can read and write and think without in- 
terruption. May we be duly grateful to God for his 
blessings, and may I make use of my opportunities ; 
may my private room be consecrated to study and 
thought for my own good and tlie good of my ftillow- 
mcn ! 

Nor in Dana's eyes did time wither or custom stale the 
attractiveness of this, his first home. Years afterwards. 
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occasion to revisit tlio Berkeley Street house, to attend the 
funeral of one of its occupants. On his return home he 
wrote as follows to his wife, who, with several of his 
daughters, was then in Europe : — 

1871. December 24. I sat in the dining-roomv 
with many thouglits and much meditation on our 
seventeen rears there, when our children were infants 
and little girls, and we were almost young, and sill we 
had done there ; and after all left the house, I sat in 
my study, and looked into the parlor. It is a beauti- 
ful house, — and in such good taste. 

1852. April 29. Thursday. This evening Kossuth 
was to speak in Faneuil Hall. Sarah and I went, and 
had the gooil fortune to get a good sUmding place, 
in company with Mrs. S. 6. Howe and Mrs. Hillard. 
He spoke extremely well. His speeches are full of 
thought, his manner is dignified and quiet, yet ear- 
nest, his eye the centre of attraction, and his voice 
clear, audible and flexible, without being very loud. 

Mfj/ 2. Dr. S. G. Howe invited Sarah and me 
to pass the evening at his house, and meet Kossuth, 
Pnlszky, and their wives. Mr. and Mrs. I^mgfellow 
were also invited, so we took a coach together. The 
company consisted, beside our host and hostess, of 
Kossuth, Madame Kossuth, Pulszky and Madame 
Pulszky, Longfellow, Mrs. Chas. Sedgwick, Theodore 
Psirker, Mr. and Mi-s. Hillard, Geo. Sumner and 
sister, and Wni. F. Clianning. I w;is introilueed to 
Kossuth suddenly, and simply 8ai<l, *'I had the plens- 
nre of hearing you at Faneuil Hall." He bowed. 
** I hope you found it an easy hall to spoak in." 
" Quite the contrary. It is so difiicult to keep one's 
voice, that one loses his ideas." " Indeed, I am sur- 
prised. You spoke with such apparent ease, and 
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filled tlie liall so perfectly, that I hoped you round it 
agreeable to you." No reply. An awkward inter- 
val. He is a retlecting, abstracted, absorl)ed niau, 
and never wastes himself on small matters. More- 
over, English is not easy to him. He looked out of 
the window, and said that it was a fine prospect. It 
being dead low tide, I remarked that the low tide 
and flats were picturesque. He made no reply, and 
just then Dr. Howe came up. 

This is the beginning and end of my acquaintance 
with Kossuth. But I like the man. He is thought- 
ful, earnest, solemn and full of great purposes. His 
eye is wonderful, indicating both tenderness and in- 
tensity. 

June 10. The jury disagreed in Elizur Wright*8 
case. Eleven for conviction and one for acquittal. 
It seems as if Providence always raised up at least 
one faithful man on each jury to prevent a convic- 
tion in these cases. The general impression is that 
Wright might have been acquitted if he had had 
counsel. 

Dana speaks of the curious fact that on every jury before 
which any one alleged to have been concerned in the Rescue 
Cases was tried, there was always one *' faithful " juror. In 
subsequent years, he was in the custom of telling a singular 
anecdote illustrating this fact. A day or two after the 
rescue of Shadrach he was smuggled off to Canada by the 
Fitchbnrg railroad. He was easily traced, and a telegram 
ordering his arrest was sent to Fitchburg, where in those 
days the westward train was delayed for a ctuisiderable 
time; but when the train arrived that day Slunhiu^li wiui nut 
on it. It 8ul)scqiient1y appeared that the conductors of the 
'^ underground railroad ** having him in charge had sus- 
pected that a telegraph message to Fitchburg might occa- 
sion them trouble, so they had left the train at a way sta- 
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iion before reaching that place, and hurriedly driven in a 
wagon Uience acrom the state line to the first way station 
in New Hampshire, where they again caught the train on 
its way north, and forwarded their charge safely to Canada. 
Some year or more after tlie rescue trials were over, Dana 
had occasion to deliver a ]K)litical speech in Middlesex 
County, not far from the New IIain])8hirc kUiIc line. After 
Uic meeting had dissolved, and he was preparing to leave the 
hall, he was approached by a quiet, plain-looking man, who 
inquired if he remembered him. After looking at the roan 
a moment, Dana answered, — '* Yes. You were the twelftli 

juror in *s case ; '* mentioning one of the rescue trials. 

The man immediately replied, " Yes ; I was the twelfth 
juror in that case, and I was the man who drove Shadradi 
over the lino." 

*' Now," Dana would add, " how singular it was that Lunt 
and the United States marshal should have raked the dis- 
trict of Massachusetts to find a jury that would convict in 
that case, and had subjected the whole ]mnel to sjiecial in- 
vestigation to establish the fact that no one in it had such 
a bins as would prevent conviction, — actually packing the 
jury, — and yet had succeeded in getting into the jury-box 
the one man who had been instrumental in running Sha- 
drach finally out of the jurisdiction ! " 

19. All the world absorbed in the ballotings of 
the Baltimore Convention. Scott, Fillmore and Web- 
ster. It is strange how much more interesting are 
personal politics than political principles. The *' plat- 
form " is hardly noticed except by the few thinking 
minds, while all are running mad on the names. 

The platform scorns to nu» as satisfactory as could 
be expected of a national party, unless the North 
could bo brought to rc»joct tin* whole shivery question 
by force of numbers. The clause *' until time and 
experience," etc., opens the door widely enough for 
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persons who think the constitutional provisions ought 
to be enforced by congressional legishition. 

June 27. The nomination of Scott is matter of ex- 
treme mortification and chagrin to the Webster men. 
They seem to have no principles at stake, bat tu 
follow merely a blind personal devotion to Webster. 
They are full of voting for Pierce. Conservatism, 
tariff, banks, Cuba, war, — all is foi'gotten I They 
see and feel only the failure of their candidate and of 
his system. The truth is, they feel that the rejection 
of Webster and Fillmore, backed as they were by the 
entire Southern strength, by the power of the admin- 
istration and of the great cities, in favor of Scott, 
whose strength lay in the North and in the country, 
is significant of their entire policy. This convention 
has shown four things : — 

1. That 8ei*ving the South is not sure pay. 

2. That the North is able to prevail if it will. 

3. That the liberal Northern element in the Whig 
party is strong enough to beat the South, the admin- 
istration and the great cities combined. 

4. That the Fugitive Slave Law is a statute and 
not a compact. 

Still, the North was far from doing its duty. The 
eighth resolution ' should have been killed and might 

^ The section rofoiTod to was aa foUows : — 

Eigflitli. — That tlio series of acts of the Tliirty-first Cong^ren, — 
the act known as the Fuf^fitive Shive I^aw included — are received 
and acquiesced in by tlie Whi§^ party of the United States, as a settle- 
ment in prin<:ip1c and HubstAnco, of the danfrurons and oxcitin{>^ quea- 
tion \vhii;li thiiy mnhnuH) ; and, so far im Ihuy am ciinci'i'iictl, wo will 
niainL-iin tlicni and insist upon their stinct enforcement until time and 
experience shall demonstrate the necessity of fnrtlier leyi'islation, to 
guard against the evasion of the law on tlie one hand, and abuse of 
tlieir powers on the other, not Impairing their present efBcienoy ; and 

wa denrAfiAtA aU furlhAi* Airifjafinn nf fliA niiAafirkn fliiia aAt:f.lA<1 OA dl 
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bare been. The party should have rejected the 
whole slave question from its platform. It looks too 
much as if the North yielded the platform to the 
South, in expectation of carrying its candidate, and 
came very near losing that. Hut two great results 
are gained, — Webster and Fillmore arc rejected, 
nnd the }H)licy to which they are committed — that 
of compelling men to treat the Fugitive Slave Law as 
a compact — is defeated. 

August 26. Invited to preside at the Ratification 
Meeting at Faneuil Hall, to ratify the Pittsburgh 
nomination.' 

Objections. (1.) Cannot engage in politics. My 
profession requires all my time and mind. (2.) Do 
not want to commit myself to ** Free Democracy'* 
without explanations and qualifications. 

Reasons pro. (1.) The threats made against me in 
the papers some time ago, that merchants, etc., must 
withdraw their business from me. (2.) Ilic want 
of sound and conservative men in actiim in our party. 

Never more distressed in my life to make a decision. 
TalkfHl with Adams, Wilson and others. All wanted 
me to speak. Very reluctantly and quite unsatisfied, 
determined to decline. Did so. I do not know that 
I ever so much regretted the want of property, to 
enable me to do a great public duty. 

September 25. Saturday. Went to Water town 

geroQt to our peace ; and wiH disconntenanoe aU efforts to oontinoe 
or renew such aptation wlienever, wherever, or however the attempt 
may be made, and we will maintain this system as essential to the 
nationality of the \Vhif; party of the Union. 

^ John P. Hale of New Hampshire and George W. Jnlian of Indi- 
ana had been nominated at Pittsburgh on the 11th of Angnst, by the 
cotiTcntion of the Free Soil party, as candidates for President and 
Vice-President 
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to lead in the prosecution of the comphiint against 
Porter for liquor selling. Tliere was apprehension 
of a riot, and a police force of 125 men were on the 
spot. It was adjourned, on an affidavit of Porter 
that he had just learned that the complainant was an 
atheist. I made an effort to reach the 3.45 train for 
Hartford, in order to get to Wethersiield. Drove 
rapidly to my house and there found little Charlotte, 
who had been promised the journey, trying to get 
dressed and packed in seiison, but there was not time* 
They hurried, but she behaved very well, and said 
she would not try to go as it would detain me and 
I might lose the cars. I drove off and reached the 
cars in season. On the way I was so much affected 
by the thought of the dear little girl's disappoint- 
ment, that I could take no pleasure, nor indeed keep 
my mind composed. It was not necessary for me to 
go that afternoon, and a loss of a day to me or her 
mother was not of so much consequence as the dis- 
appointment to her. Unable to satisfy myself, I in- 
quired of the conductor, and found that I could get 
out at Framingham and return in the down trsiin. I 
did so, and felt my mind so much relieved that I felt 
sure I had done right. I reached home at tea time, 
and the little girls were so happy to see me, and we 
had so pleasant an evening together, and Charlotte 
was so happy at the thought of securing her journey, 
that I was well repaid. The prospect, also, of a long 
quiet Sunday at home was inviting, it being my only 
day of rest and reading. 

October 23. Kngagi»d yesterday and to-day in the 
trial of Elizur Wright's case for rescue of Shadrach. 
He is entirely clear of all connection with the rescue 
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Judge Cnrlis tries the case well and fairly — very 
fairly. His bias is against us, but he schools him- 
self to keep it under, not only in form but in reality. 
In some points he has taken pains to aid the prisoner. 
Only twice has he acted, as we think, under a wrong 
influence. He was wrong in pennitling the third in- 
terrogatory to be put to tlie jurors after acknowledg- 
ing that it was likely to mislead, on the ground that 
no substitute that had been ofiFered or that he could 
devise was satisfactory. Better not put the question 
than to mislead. But it is impossible that court and 
counsel amnot put a proper interrogation into writ- 
ing. The second instance was when he interrupted 
me in my o|)ening, s:iying that I was going too much 
into generals, that my duty was to state the facts 
we intend to prove and the law applicable thereto. 
If counsel arrange that the usual address to the state 
of mind of the jury, to remove prejudice and mistake, 
shall be made in the opening, I do not believe the 
court can control it. If it csm, it is a bad thing to 
try and fail in. Interference with the argument in 
a pf)litical cause is of questionable utility. 

25. Monday. Yesterday morning, at three o'clock, 
Daniel Webster died. He died at Marshfield, at his 
own home, in his bed, surrounded by his friends. 

It is felt by all to be a most solemn season. Those 
who agree with his course on the 7th March and 
since feel that the country has sustained an irrepa- 
rable loss, and almost idolize his memory. Those who 
condemn his course then feel all the more solemnly 
his death, for they feel that this great sun has gone 
down in a cloud. Those who sustain him in his op- 
position to the regular nominations, and in running 
separately for the Presidency, feel that their head is 
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taken away from them, while those who disaipprove 
of Ills course cannot rid themselves of the feeling 
that his defeat at Baltimore and the entire failure of 
the attempt to arouse the country to his separate and 
independent support have caused or hastened [his 
deatli]. From all these causes, and in their various 
and conflicting qualities and di*grees, all men agree 
to mourn his death. No death since that of Wash- 
ington has excited so general a grief* 

October 26. Tuesday. The bar held a meeting 
yesterday morning, before I got into town, and ap- 
pointed a committee of five to take charge of the pro- 
ceedings, prepare resolutions, etc. This consisted of 
Choate, Bartlett, 6. T. Curtis, Hillard and myself, 
and C* G. Loring, ex officio. 

27. Wednenday. Elizur Wright was acquitted, 
much to our joy. The bar ought to vote Farley and 
me a service of plate for demonstrating the impor- 
tance of professional services. At the previous trial 
he defended himself, and had but one juryman on 
his side, — came within one of being convicted. 
Now he employs counsel, and is acquitted. But he 
deserved the acquittal. He had no part or lot 
whatever in the rescue^ although he was ready for 
it, no doubt, if an opportunity had offered. Judge 
Curtis' charge was a model of impartiality. 

28. Thursday. The bar meeting was held to- 
day, at 9.80 A. M. As ladies were admitted to a 
few reserved seats, I took in Sarah and she had the 
great plesisure of hearing all the pcrformaiici*^. The 
committee met at nine, to read the resolutions. One 
said that Webster's great voice never failed to sup- 
port the cause of the oppressed, etc. I requested 
them to alter this, as it seemed to point to the dis- 
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puted point of the 7th March speech. Judge War- 
ren Ht (irat proposed to vote lue down, as I was the 
only Free Sutler ; but after a few words from me, 
either from deference to my argument or from fear 
that Professor Greenleaf and 0. 6. Lorjng miglit 
sympathize with me, they consented to alter it, and 
to speak of his voice having so often }>enetrated 
where oppression, etc I told him I could well sus- 
tain that, for I believed he had done more than any 
living statesman to establish the true Free Soil doc- 
trines. 

The proceedings in court were an honor to the 
bar and bench, and would have done honor to any 
bar or bench in the world. Choate was admirable, 
full of originality, beauty and feeling. Loring was 
instructive and able; the apprehensions from George 
T. Curtis were not realized, for he had the good sense 
to be quite short ; and George Lunt met the embar- 
rsissments of his position with good taste and feeling. 
His position wsu} awkward, fur he claimed the right* 
officially, to announce the death and make the mo« 
tion, while the bar had refused to place the resolu- 
ti(ms in his hands. The reply of Judge Sprpgne wjis 
spirited and interesting, and delivered in an excellent 
style, clear and manly, and Judge Curtis, more 97/0, 
was clear, judicious, temperate and sensible. The 
whole affair was worthy of the occasion, which is say- 
ing a great deal. 

29. Friday. Left Boston at 7.45 A. M. via Co- 
linsHet, for Marslifield, to attend the funeral. At 
Cohasset we toi>k coaches and rode to Marshfield, a 
distance of some fifteen miles. 

Tlio <l:iy wjis a warm autumn hazy day, with a 
falling and fallen leaf, and a sere look of the grass, 
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in good keeping with the occiision and the i*ather bar- 
ren and dreary look of the country. Some fonr or 
five hundred passengers cainie by this train and filled 
some fifty or eighty carriages. At every cross-road 
carnages j(»ined us, and as we neared Marnhfieldit be- 
Ciinie a perfect funeral procession. As far as the eye 
could reach, before and behind, was a long file of car- 
riages, and we had to stop and whip up, at intervals, 
as in the most crowded thoroughfare. It was inter- 
esting to see the people on the road, most of whom 
had never seen an omnibus, nor a larger assembly 
than of a Sunday at church, gazing with wonder at 
the six-horae coaches, tlie beautifully painted omni- 
buses and the great conooui*se of men. A mile and 
a half before we reached Mr. Webster's we found 
wagons, cliaises and coaches, put np at sheds and 
barns, and standing in the open fields, the hoi-ses tied 
to fences and trees. This continued all the last mile 
and a half of the way. On looking over the coun- 
try from the hilltop, they covered the land like 
grasshoppers. 

When I ronchod the house it was full, and the 
doors were locked, while jin immense crowd filled the 
piazzas and the yard, and was scatterinl over the 
grounds. Under a tree in front of the hou.se stood 
the coffin, uncovered, and in it lay stretched at 
length, in the full dress that he wore at his last 
speech, "all that is mortal of Daniel Webster." He 
had on a blue coat with gilt buttons, and a white 
neck-cloth, which kept np a natural appearance to 
the form, while the huge, massy forehead, the dome 
of thought, lay open, under the New England sky, 
gnzed upon by the thousands of his own race and na« 
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crowd was so great as to require constant watchful- 
ness to prevent disorder. 

Daniel Webster was a true product of New Eng- 
land and true child of her earth, and to her earth, 
on her most sacred spot, the honie of the Pilgrims, 
was he to return. There was something solemn in 
the solitariness and remoteness of his home, in the 
dreary stretches of sea-shore in view, and in the 
thought that he died here, and not in the bustle and 
hurry of a city. And to this remote and not easily 
accessible spot thousands, from all parts of the coun- 
try, from all cities niid stsitcs within reiich, have made 
their toilsome journey, moved by a common impulse 
and overshadowed by an awe which they feel but 
cannot all express. 

No man represented so completely in our day, at 
least, the mighty, innate, inaccessible superiority of 
dialectic intellect. The Almighty gave him, at birth, 
a larger and heavier brain than any of his nice, and 
a physical frame suited to its utmost needs. 

The liody was borne to tho tomb, sitnuti'd in a 
corner of the ]MiriRh burying-ground which he had 
appropriated to himself and his family, with a path 
leading to it from his home. Then the great crowd 
beg:m to disperse, and the great caravans started 
on their way to the neighboring towns and the near- 
est mil road sUilions. The scene for a while, except 
that all was as still and solemn as the driving, turn- 
ing and crossing, and the calling for psissengc^rs would 
permit, was not unlike the descriptions of the motley 
crowds of vehicles at the English nioes. 

I rode to Kingston, and lhfr»nce to Boston by rail. 
One of the most touching things in all that met the 
eye or ear at Marshfield was the lowing of the cat- 
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tie shut lip in tlieir barns. They seemed like real 
mourners for him whose large heart went out in af- 
fect iim to them. 

November 3. Wednesday. The country gone 
"with a rush" for Pierce. A New Hampshire, 
Democratic, doughface, militia colonel, a kind of 
third-rate county, or, at most, state politician, Pres- 
ident of the United States! I fear this is the best of 
it. But the Whigs in making their platform prohib- 
ited us from supporting Scott. 

It is now ten days since Webster's death, and five 
days since the scene at Marshfield, and a national 
election has intervened, yet the scene and event 
haunt me. I cannot escape from it. Every vacant 
phase of mind is Tilled with the image i»f the great 
solemn count«^nan(*e, lying stretched in death in the 
open air, under the canopy of heaven, beneath the 
tree his own hand had planted, in the yanl of the 
house where his affections wera garnered up. With 
all his greatness and smallness, with all the praise 
and blame, gratitude, admiration, censure and dis- 
trust, with which we look npcm his life, there is 
something so majestical, so large of mind and heart 
about him, that an emotion of pride and teara swells 
at the very thought of him. 

Strange, that the best commendation that has ap- 
peared yet, the most touching, elevated, meaning 
eulogy, with all its censure, should have come from 
Theodore Parker ! Were I Daniel Webster, I would 
not have that sermon destroyed for all that had been 
said in my favor as yet. 

18 )3. Jtmnary 4. I never meet Choate without 
somt) pleasant or interesting thing being said. I met 
him in the Library and asked him if he had read 



186S. LAW AND POLITICS. 227 

Sewarcrs speech on Webster in the Senate. He 
had. I hoped he thouglit it as striking as 1 did, and 
I added, ^^ Don't you think there is more thought in 
Se\vard*8 speeches than in those of any man now in 
public life?*' He said he did; that Seward was a 
thinker and writer as well :is a speaker. I alluded 
to Seward's saying that in one respect Webster sur- 
passed Erskine and ** approached Hamilton," and 
asked him how the devotees of Webster would relish 
that. He did not reply directly, but said that he 
was engaged in an examination of Hamilton, and 
was at a loss to discover that poetry for which all 
his contemporaries gave him credit. 1 siiid I did not 
think Hamilton's mind wsis poetic, that he was heroic 
and chivalrous, but not poetic. Choate thought it 
must be so, and that his works were clear processes 
of intellect. " But," said he, ** I remember an anec- 
dote told me by Devereux of Salem. He had occa- 
sion to pay some attentions to Aaron Burr during a 
visit Burr made to Boston after the death of Hamil- 
ton, lie took him to the Athcna^Aim, and while 
walking through the sculpture gallery, seeing the 
bust of Hamilton near him, turned off, naturally 
thinking it would be disagreeable to Burr to be 
brought before it. But Burr went directly up to it 
and said in a very loud tone, * Ah ! Here is Hamil- 
ton.* And, pressing his finger along certain lines of 
his face said, * There was the poetry ! ' " 

5. Wednesday. Supped at Lowell's with Thack- 
eray. Present, Longfellow, Felton, Clongh, an Eng- 
lishman, .Tames T. Fields, Edmund Quincy. We sat 
down Ji liMle afh»r ten, had an exeoll(Mit supper, nnd 
Irft Ji litlle before two o'clock. Walked home with 
Longfellow. Thackeray is not a great talker. He 
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was interested in all that was saiid, and put in a 
clever, pleasant word occasionidly. Felton, Lowell 
and I did nearly all the talking. 

February 13. No event of importance has oc- 
curred the last two weeks. I called on Lunt, United 
States district attorney, to induce him to nol. pros, 
the remaining rescue cases, cases of men who for 
nearly two years have not been brought to trial, 
and of Scott, who has been tried over, the jury dis- 
agreeing, and has not been brought to trial again, 
though twenty months have elapsed. I told him 
that such a course whs unpivcedented in criminal and 
especially in political trials. His reply Wiis that 
these were not political trials ; that perhaps *^ the fel- 
lows had been punished enough " (what right had 
he to punish ?) ; and lastly, that he supposed I knew 
that the late Secretary of State, Mr. Welister, had 
taken these cases into his own hands, and that he 
(Lunt) had been obliged to do as Mr. Webster said, 
and not as he wished, etc. This admission of Mr. 
Webster's deep interest and efforts in these rescue 
cases corresponds with what Sanger, Mr. Luut*s as- 
sistant, told me last summer. He expressed himself 
with a good deal of warmth, and suddenly checked 
himself to the effect that if the Secretary of State 
had common sense, with all his greatness, he would 
not press a trial at that time. But Lunt refused to 
nol. pro8.^ and said, " Perhaps he would try one of 
them next May." I shall bring it before Judge 
Sprague. 

23. Wednesday. An attempt being made to re- 

/ tnrn some of the leading men of ihe Free Soil party 

to the [Constitutional] Convention from towns they 
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) 
that our leading men live in Wliig towns, Mr. Alley 

asked nie from what town I could go. I told liim 
I thought Manchester would elect me, and he said 
he would make a business of it. To-day Robert 
Carter called, from the State Committee, and ssiid 
that the Free Soilera in Manchester were willing to 
nominate me, and the only difficulty wtis with the 
Democrats, without a support from some of whom it 
would be diHii*ult to elect me, and proposed that Mr. 
Mayo, formerly of the bar, and last year the Demo- 
cratic fish ins^iector, recently removed by Clifford, 
should call and tsilk with me and get my opinions, 
and then go down and talk with Democrats there, 
with whom he had a good deal of influence. 

This proposal I declined at once. It would put 
me entirely in the power of a man of whom I knew 
nothing, who might misrepresent or misunderstand 
me, and who, at all events, would have it in his 
power to charge me with deception or inconsistency, 
if I should differ from him in the convention. I told 
Carter I would much rather go down in the bold 
English way and fiico my constituents, if they needed 
any infitrniation. 

Afterwards Wilson and Alley came and approved 
of my refusal, and said I should probably be called 
on to go down and address the friends of the conven- 
tion. 

March 8. Tuesday. Yesterday was the day for 
the election of delegates to the convention for the re- 
vision of the Constitution. I had the compliment of 
being eleet^Ml from Manchester by a cU-ar ninjoiity 
over nil others on the firBt ballot. 1 luive also the 
satisfaction to know that I was elected without a 
coalition, and am therefore under obligations to no 
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party to which I do not belong. The Free Soil 
party nominated me, and I accepted the nomination 
in a letter. The Democrats refused to nnite in this 
nomination, and ran a separate candidate. The 
Whigs also had a separate candidate. But there 
were enough of the old parties to vote for me volun- 
tarily to secure my election. Sumner is elected from 
' Marshfield, and Webster*s son was the candidate 
against him, but Sumner had a large majority. His 
election was on the 7th of March, the anniversary 
of Webster's speech ! Several others have been 
elected from towns in which they do not reside, in 
the English fashion. The friends of the convention 
have a very large majority, more than a hundred, 
over the Whigs. This has been mainly owing to the 
folly of tlie Wiiigs in opposing (iio convention, and 
trying to repeal the act for calling it after it had 
been accepted by the people. 

March 10. Thursday. Court at Dedham. Ver- 
dict in my favor in Bigelow v. Wood to full amount 
claimed. Began White v. Braintree. 

We have very pleasant times here at the trials. 
The judge, the sheriff and the members of the bar 
from out of town board together at the hotel ; the 
judge sitting at the head of the table and the sheriff 
at the foot, the lawyers seating themselves by a tacit 
understanding according to age and importance, and 
there is a good deal of pleasant convei*sation. At 
dinner there will often be a stray guest fwm Boston, 
wlio hsis come up to make a motion or look after his 
docket. Choate, Bartlett, Hallett dropped in on us 
this week. Here, too, is the remnant of the old style 
in which the courts used to be received. The sheriff 
with a long white rod comes to the tavern and stands 
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by the door and precedes the judge ou his way to 
ooart and into his seat, and in the Siime way condacts 
biin back at the adjournment each day. This is all 
tliat is left of the old |K>mp and parade of court 
week, — two phiiu citizens walking through the mud 
togetlier, one with a long wbite rod, and the otber 
without ! 

AprU 7. Thursday. Being Fast Day, took a long 
walk, and in the afternoon and evening wrote the 
chapter in the ** Memoir of Bantoul *' on the Sims 
trial, at the request of the person preparing it. 

8. Friday. Tiiis morning [John P.] Hale re- 
ceived a compliment which evidently pleased him 
much, and nuturally. Commodore Nicholas, of the 
UniU'd Stiiti'S fthip Germantown, just arrived from 
the coast of Africa, met him, and thanked him for 
his efforts in behalf of abolishing flowing in the navy. 
He SSI id, ** No man could have been more opposed to 
the bill than I WiU!. I believe I cursed ycm a great 
many times for it. But I have come b:ick delighted 
with its o|>eration. It raises the character of the 
men astoniKliingly. I amid not have believed it.** 
He then invited Mr. Hale on board his ship, intro- 
duced him to his oflficers and men, and when he left 
the crew manned the rigging and gave him three 
cheers. 

During this summer the family of Mr. Dana was broken 
up, Mrs. Dana having been advised to place herself at a 
water-cure establishment at Brattleboro', Vermont, whither 
Dana accompanied her on the 30th of April. 

Mai/ 1. Sunday. In the morning Sarah and I 
went to the Orthodox church (there being no Epis- 
copal church), and in the afternoon I went with 
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Rosamond to the Unitarian. In each heard charao- 
teristic sermona. Tlie Orthodox preacher was a 
hard) sharp man, with a bilious complexion, stiff hair 
and black eyes, and he preached an argumentative 
sermon on the Atonement. The Unitarian was a 
tall, thin, mild-looking man, and he preached rather 
a soft, summery sermon on the text ^ The fruit of the 
spirit is love.'* In both churches the congi-egation 
sat through the prayers, and the little form of lean- 
ing the head forward is now dropped, and there is 
nothing to distinguish externally the prayer from the 
listening to the sermon. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THB MASSACHUSETTS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVJSNTIOK 

OF 1853. 

The Constitutional Convention of 1853 met at the State 
House in Boston on tlie 4th of May, and adjourned on the 
first of August following, having been in session seventy- 
two days. Among its members were many of the principal 
Massachnselts public cliaracters of the time, including 
Charles Sumner, Rufus Choate, Henry L. Dawes, Robert 
Rantoul, Henry Wilson, Sidney Bartlett, Benjamin F. But- 
ler and both the Marcus Mortons, Uie father who had been 
Governor, and the son who was subsequently Chief Justice. 
The Convention was presided over by N. P. Banks. 

Though it was Dana*s first ap])earance in a deliberative 
body, he at once came to the front Indeed, there was no 
man in the Convention who rose more rapidly or into greater 
prominence as a debater than did Dana. In referring, at a 
subsequent day, to those who had taken active part in it, 
Charles Sumner spoke of Dana as the man of by far the 
greatest legislative promise, criticising only his tendency to 
over-debate, due to excessive readiness and facility. 

The work of the Convention was submitted for adoption 
by the people in the form of eight propositions. At first 
they seemed likely to encounter little opposition ; but while 
still under discussion, a pamphlet appeared, purporting to 
come from a '* Free Soiler from the Start,'' in which the 
proposed constitution was vigorously criticised and con- 
demned. The author of this pamphlet was Dr. John G. 
Palfrey, Uie historian of New England, and ever a warm 
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personal and political friend of Dana's. Tlie attack begun 
by Dr. Palfrey was followed up by Mr. C. F. Adanis. A 
strong opposition also soon develo|)eil itself on the part of 
the Whigs, altliough not a majority, still the dominant iNirty 
in the State, the result of wliich was that on the 14th of 
November the constitution was rejected by a majority of 
about 6,000 in a total popular vote of 125,000. 

The cliief fault found with it was the substitution of a 
judiciary, the members of which were appointc<l for a term 
of years, in place of tlie old tiuditional judiciary of Massa- 
chusetts appointed during good behavior ; the system of 
representation was also open to criticism, and, indeed, was 
intended to perpetuate the coalition of the Free Soilers and 
Democrats as against the Whigs, already referred to. Both 
Mr. Dana and Charles Sumner, having taken an active part 
in preparing the instrument, felt a deep interest in its adop- 
tion. The relations of both witli Dr. Palfrey and Mr. 
Adams were of the closest possible character, and each took 
his disappointment in a way characteristic of him : — while 
Dana good-naturedly found fault with his friends for not 
having acted in concert with him, giving him a chance to 
join them in opposing his own work ; it was long before 
Sumner ceased to evince his sense of public and private 
grievance. Tliere was, in fact, for some time after a marked 
coolness in his tnanner towards Dr. Palfrey, which only 
time and the advances of the latter towards a reconciliation 
wholly overcame. 

The following is Dana's account of the closing work of 
the Convention, his experience and success in which he 
greatly enjoyed : — 

May 4. Wednesday. This day tlie Convention 
for revising the Constitution of the State met. Last 
night a joint caucus of " the friends of the Conven- 
tion," both Democratic and Free Soil, was held to 
agree on candidates and concert measures. After 
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agreeing on candidates it was tliouglit best not to 
conceit measures, lest it* siiould seem like too much 
dictation. 

11. Wednesday. The Convention has been in ses- 
sion all this week. I am on the committee on the 
Bill of Rights, Sumner being chairman. We have 
hiul a brilliant s^M^ech from Choate, and able ones 
from Ilallett, Judges Sprague and Parker, Butler 
and others, on interesting questions, going quite into 
the metaphysics of a constitutional popular govern- 
ment. 

19. Tliurnday, In our committee (Bill of Rights) 
we resolved not to attempt to re-wiite the instrument, 
and only to make necessary changes. We discussed 
the principle of the *^ Social Compact " which is set 
forth in it, and we found not one man who believed 
in it. Judge Allen and one or two more partially 
defended it, but evidently had not reflected upon 
and were not successful or earnest in their defence, 
while the rest of us agreed that it is a mere fiction, 
which served its turn against tyranny, but cannot 
stand examination. Still, we could not alter that 
without altering the entire phraseology, which might 
peril the Constitution before the people. 

June 17. Friday. This afternoon, in Convention, 
made a speech in favor of town representation. It 
was purely extemporaneous, I mean as a speech. 
The thoughts, the line of argument, the illustrations, 
had been over and over in my mind, but I had made 
no preparation to speak. I spoke a little over an 
hour, and with an effect which astonished me. The 
congratulations were overpowering. Old Mr. Chan- 
dler, probably the oldest and said to bo llie wisest man 
in the House, came up to me with tears in his eyes, 
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took my hand, and said, ** Sir, yoa do not need a com- 
pliment, but you deserve one." There wais a perfect 
crowd about me, and all the rest of the afternoon and 
evening I had nothing but the warmest commenda- 
tion. Choate's speech had discouraged the friends of 
the towns, and they were almost reiuly to surrender. 
Boutwell's excellent speech rallied them a little, but 
they said that mine put them into enthusiasm. 

Burlingame and I walked over to Uunker Mill, 
and wandered about the base of the monument, talk- 
ing over the events of this day nearly eighty years 
ago (17th June) on this spot, while the bells and 
guns were pealing out the day fram the cities around 
and benealh us. 

This evening attended a caucus of the majority at 
the Adams House. My speech was the turning-point 
of the discussion, and the deference with which I 
was treated was truly gratifying. 

June 26. Sunday. The chief event in the review 
of this week is the affair between myself and Hil- 
lard.^ . . . 

I have received another honor in the Convention. 

' Rof erenoe is here made to a panage in one of the debates of the 
Constitntional Convention. When Uie method of dividing tlie State 
into representative districts to elect members to the Legislators was 
under discussion, Mr. Dana objected to the equal district system, 
making use of tlie following language : — 

** But even in making a government, I would not base a govern- 
ment upon absolute numbers. I should not think a town with 800,000, 
or even with 50,000 or dO,000 inhabitants ought to Iwve so large a 
proportioiuite roproseiitation as one of the little nintl towns, wlioru 
every man has his property, every man has his fireside, every nuui has 
his family, witli his children at school, his seat in church, and where 
he has so strong an interest in the soil, and where his interest is bound 
up in and is identical with the interest of the town and the welfare of 
the State. He was bom a citizen of Massachusetts, he lives in that 
town his whole life-time, and there he expects to die and be buxied. 
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The grand committee of thirteen is appointed to re- 
duce the Constitution to the form of articles. I am 
upon it, and it consists, of course, of the leading men 
of all parties. This committee has refeiTed the re- 
solves to a sub-committee of three, Governor Bout- 
well, Judge Parker and myself, so that we shall be 
the actual writers of the new parts of the Constitu- 
tion. • • . 

I^onld a town with sooh a popnlslion, of * thoaaand mon, be entitled 
to DO greater proportionate representation than a city with its hetero- 
geneous mass of 100,000 inhabitants ? Look at Boston, for instance, 
witli its 1;K),(i00 or 150,000 iuliiibitants. I have not referred to tlie 
statistics, but I shall be a good deal mistaken if there are not 60,000 
or 70,000 of ilioni fon^igiiors." 

Some days lator Mr. George S. llillard of Boston criticised thb 
reference to Boston as follows : — 

"I regret that my friend for Bianchester (Mr. Dana) should have 
felt himself called upon to add even one jot or tittle to a sentiment 
towards Boston which has increased, is increasing, and ought to be 
diminished. I am sorry that he should hare cast one stick upon afire, 
out of whose heat none but Tipen can come. As the bread that he and 
I IniUi nnt roiucs fnnn the husiupiis coinniuniiy of BtMton, from men, 
some of whom are rich and all of whom hope to bo rich, it does not 
become \\\ like f roward children, to strike at tlio linitd tlint feeds us.** 

Mr. IliUanl was the spocial representative in Uio Convention of 
that social element of Boston the disapproval of which, because of 
his. political course, Dana had been made to feel. Coming from him, 
therefore, these expressions carried with them a possible significance 
of time and place, which there is reason to believe Mr. Hillard, by 
nature a most considerate and amiable man, did not appreciate, — 
they contained a reminder and implied a menace of a kind that had 
already more than once been heard through tlie press. The moment 
Mr. Hillard took his seat Dana claimed the fioor and made a brief 
but pointed reply which at the time produced a deep impression. One 
passage in it was as follows : — 

'*My friend reminded me, and it is not the first time in the course 
of my life that I have been reminded of it, that * the bread that he 
and I both eat comes from the business community of Boston, and 
that wo should not strike at the hand that feeds us.' Tlie hand that 
feeds us I Tlio hand Uiat feeds us I Sir, no hand fttd% me that ha$ 
any right to control my opinions t '* 
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Friday evening I had a delightful drive with Sum- 
ner through Brookline and Cambridge, and after 
the drive we took tea together at Mrs. Meyer's. We 
talked over *^ poor Hillard," liis early tendencies, his 
want of constancy and courage, and his subserviency 
of late years to the dictation of Mr. Ticknor and 
that clique. We agreed that he had been put up 
to this service by that class of men; and we felt 
obliged to come to the conclusion that what Millard 
said about *^ the hand that fed him " was a true ex* 
ponent of his nature. 

After the debate, as we were going down, I met 
Hi Hard and he came forward and said he hoped 
there would be no interruption of sociid relations. 
In the tenderness of pity and, I hope, of magnanim- 
ity too, I said, "No, certainly not," lie seemed a 
good deal alTected, and said that he did not mean 
by what he said exactly what I attributed to him. 
I asked him what he did mean. Said he, ** I mean 
this. I mean that if a man lives in Boston and feels 
about her position and action as you do, if a man 
disapproves of her characteristics and iutcMCst and 
conduct, he ought either to keep silent or leave the 
city." Said I, " Is that your opinion, Hillard ? " He 
said it was. I told him that that principle would do 
in a club or in a society, but not in a community of 
equal rights. I told him that that sentiment came 
from persons who thought Boston was a club — their 
club. 

July 17. I am writing np my journavl, sitting at 
the north window of the lower room at the shore, 
looking out upon the woods, with beautiful floating 
clouds, the low, tumbling roar of the surf, and the 
occasional note of birds. 
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The last week Iihs been noted chiefly by the debate 
on the Judiciary. The committee, Governor Morton 
chairman, reported inexpedient to make any change 
in the appointment or tenure of judges. Wilson 
moved an amendment to limit the term to ten yeara, 
they being still nominated by the governor. Dr. 
Hooper moved to amend that by making them elec- 
tive by the people for terms of seven years. On 
these together came the debate. 

I spoke early and under most favorable circum- 
stances, about the middle of the forenoon, in a full 
house. My success was greater than I could hope. 
The compliments and congratulations were overpow- 
ering. Choate came down and said, ^^ Your speech 
has been magnificent. It is philosophical, affecting, 
brilliant, logic;d, everything" — I stopped him and 
said, *^Mr. Choate, this is too much. I can't bear 
it.*' ^^ It is all true. It is such a speech as one 
hears once in an age.*' . • . 

The next day Choate S|K)ko, and in his most bril- 
liant and winning manner. He commanded undivided 
nUontinn, and In^ld lln* Btringa of ihc alTcM'tiona and 
undrrstandingR of the audience entirely in his hands. 
It was one of the great efforts of his life, such a 
speech as a man may be happy t^ have lived to hear. 

The question was taken on Hooper's amendment, 
and it was rejected 101 to 127. Wilson, Boutwell, 
Hallett, ete., voting a^^ainst it, Butler, Hnrlingnme, 
Hooper, Hates, Bishop, Hood, Wood, etc., in its favor, 
and all the Whiffs against it. The question was then 
biken on Wilson's amendment, and to our no grpat»T 
Rui-pri.se than relief, after a neck-and-neck race on 
the ayes and noes for half an hour, it was rejected 
li>8 to IGO. The rejoicings and congratulations of 
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the Boston members and the conservutive men gen- 
erally knew no boiin«l8, aiul they seemed inclined to 
give the whole credit of the victory to me. It ia 
probably true thai my position gave more weight to 
my remarks than any one else could give. • • • Not- 
witlistiiiiding the unremitting clamor of the Boston 
men, ever since the Convention was called, that we 
were going to destroy the Judiciary, when the ques- 
tion was taken, nearly twenty of them were absent. I 
told Crowninshield that they were down in their 
counting-rooms writing articles abusive of those men 
who were saving their lives and fortunes. • • • 

If I had done nothing else in the Convention, I 
should have |)crrornied a valuable servi(Mt in getting 
through the resolve renpecting a registry of voters. 
It wsiS my original idea, and no one else thought of 
it, or seiMned to see the necessity or propriety of it. 
But I hope it may be the means of keeping the ballot 
pure. The resolve respecting the right to sue the 
State is also mine. 

August 2. The Convention has now closed, and 
our long work ended. Before the events fade in my 
memory, I nmst set down those that occurred since 
my last entry. 

The judiciary question was considered as settled, 
and many of the reformei-s told me they were sat- 
isfied with the result, believing it better as it was. 
But the newspapers made an outcry, I mean the 
*^ Post " and a few of the Democnitic journals, and 
some began to fear that they had not done enough to 
meet the reform tendencies of the Di^mocnicy. Still, 
I think no movement would have been made, had it 
not been for the animosity of J. G. Abbott of Lowell, 
against the Supreme Court. He seemed possessed 
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with a bitter hostility to the bench, and vowed that 
he would revive the subject if no one else did. I 
talked with him, but it Wiis plain that he was not 
open to reason. Knowlton of Worcester, who was 
selectt^d to make the motion, is not a lawyer, and is 
a popular man with those it whs most desirable to 
inlluenco. The phni whs this. The elective-judiciary 
men numbered about 125. Some twenty-five of the 
reform members were opposed to any change in the 
Judiciary. Of the remainder of the reform party, 
some seventy-five in number, about half were indif- 
ferent about the result, though ready to vote for a 
moilerate change, while the other half were decidedly 
of opinion that some change, not involving an election 
of judg(*s, should Ire made. The radicals would not 
be satisfied with a ten-year term, under executive 
appointment, and the moderates were not willing 
to sustain the elective principle. They accordingly 
compromised upon this plan, a seven-year term, un- 
der executive appointment, but to be confirmed by 
the Senate, instead of the Council. This would 
make the apiK)intment more political and {)opular, as 
the Senate consists of forty members, annually elected. 
This plan was brought forward by Knowlton, and 
supported by the leading men, especially by Bout- 
well, in a very moderate but influential speech. I 
made a short S|ieech against the Senate provision, 
and, I think, exhibited the inconveniences and ex- 
])ense. of (hat modi; of connnnation in a way that 
e.oidd not be an8\v<»red, and gave notice of a motion 
to strike out the Senate and substitute the Council. 
When it became in order, Davis of Plymouth stole 
my motion, but still, as the case wsis a clear one, the 
Si»nate was struck out by a large majority. . . . The 
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Dext attack was on the seven-year term. I agreed 
with Mr. Morton, Jr., that he should make the mo- 
tion to strike out seven and insert ten years. Before 
he could get the floor, Huntington of Northampton 
moved to strike out seven, and gave notice that if that 
succeeded he should move to insert ten. This mo- 
tion failed by a small majority. Morton immediately, 
with a good deal of counige and tact, moved to strike 
out seven and insert ten, and as one motion. This 
was objected to, as out of order ; but it was, in fact, a 
difiEerent motion from Mr. Huntington's, as his notice 
was no ptirt of his motion, and if seven was struck 
out any other number might be put in its place. 
Morton's motion was unexpectedly carried by a bare 
majority. Uuller sprang to the floor indignantly and 
moved a reconsideration, and called for the yeas and 
nays in a bravado manner, looking florcely i*onnd the 
House, as much as saying. Now we Ml see who dares 
vote against the phin of the party ; and during the 
call of the yeas and nays he whs very busy in drum- 
ming up voters. Yet, all his efforts failed, and the 
reconsideration was lost. Thus we got back to the 
former motion, of ten-year term with the usual execu- 
tive appointment, and the compromise was broken 
up. Abbott^ Adams (Lowell), lUitler, Burlingame, 
Breed and ihe other elective- judiciary men imme- 
diately came out against the motion as before, and for 
the first half of the call we thought the project was 
defeated, but there was a sufficient rally among the 
lower lottei-8 to carry it. So, the wliolo judiciary 
effort has ended in changing the life tenure to ten 
years ; a change that gives but little gain to popular 
power, while it works one certain evil, it subjects 
each judge to the temptation or the suspicion of com- 
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mending himself to the executive during the last year 
or two of his term. The best possible thing would 
have been to limit the judiciary office to seventy 
years of age, and left the tenure as before. • . . 

The chief work of preparing the new constitution 
fell eventually on Governor Boutwell and myself. 
It w<is referred to a committee of thirteen, and by 
them to a sub-committee of Boutwell, Judge Parker 
and myself. Judge Parker soon gave up active ex- 
ertion, as he was in a minority and had numerous 
engagements, so no one was left but Boutwell and 
myself. We found that two could work better than 
a large number, so we did not fill up the committee, 
but got help when we needed it, and every day or 
two called together the large committee for confer- 
ence. We derived our chief aid in work from 
Alvord, M. Morton, Jr., ^d Abbott, with occasional 
advice from Judge Allen and others. Nearly every 
night we were up until midnight or after, beside the 
hard work of the convention all day. Saturday night 
at eleven o'clock we found there was eight or ten 
hours' work to be done before we could meet the con- 
vention Monday morning, and Monday was fixed for 
the last day of the session. There was no escape 
from a Sunday of hard work, for our report must be 
in the printers' hands for final revision before ten 
o'clock at night. Accordingly I made up my mind 
to the work, and Sunday a little after nine A. M. 
went to the Adams House, and met [some of the 
committee] in Governor Bon t well's room. Gov- 
ernor B. undertook the address, I took the consti- 
tution, to compare it with the old and mark out the 
correspond in j; passajjcs and omissions in the ohl, and 
Alvord reversed the process, marking the passages 
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in the new. AH that wns the same in each we 
crossed out; what wsis simihir but not in the same 
form and manner we andei'scored ; mid whait was 
omitted in the old we left untouched ; what was new 
in the new we left untouched. In this way, by a 
painstaking analysis, we made sure of every word 
and phi-ase, that there could be no omission or repe- 
tition. We took separate rooms. I had Griswold 
for a reader, and Alvord had General Whitney. This 
work employed us without interruption until about 
five P. M., wlien we brought our reports together, com- 
pared them, and made tlie final correction and arrange- 
ment for the last proof for the printers. Griswold 
gave out by the middle of the afternoon. General 
Whitney held on until tea time, and Alvord gave up 
at seven or eight o*clock. Houtwell and I kept at it, 
without iiitermis8ion, until lO.tlO V. M. During tho 
whole of the intensidy hot day we did not leave our 
little close hotel bed-ohambei*s from nine A. M. to 
10.30 P. M., except for meals. 

At 10.30 we went to the printing office and cor- 
rected proofs, and I got to In^d at midnight. 

Monday morning we were at our committee room 
before nine o'clock, and at 10.15 our report wsis in 
order, the corrected copies struck off and circulated, 
and the debate opened. Boutwell, as chairman, led, 
and took the general charge of the report, and noth- 
ing could have been better done. The entire result 
of the Convention wjis in his hands, and he showed 
himself Jibundantly capable of carrying it through. 
His self-possession, thorough knowledge of the sub- 
ject, calmness and clearness of statement and explana- 
tion comnnmded the admiration of all. If there was 
one man in the Convention who had doubted up to 
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that |:K)int liis leadership and his right to it, the ques- 
tion was put beyond a doubt that day. 

The chief debate was on Clioate's motion to submit 
the judicial tenure separately to the people. It was 
conducted by Choat« and Lord pro^ and Boutwell and 
myself contra. We were sustained by tlie entire 
strength of the vote of the majority, aiul after tliat 
tiiere was not much contest. Still, the passing of 
each article and chapter in review, with questions 
and criticisms, required constant attention. Boutwell 
was thoroughly prepared at all points, and was not in 
a single instance taken at dissid vantage. Only one 
error was discovered, and tliut was mainly nnittcr of 
opinion, (<» wit: — whether the new re(|nircinent of 
citizensliip in the Governor was a substitute for 
seven years' residence, or additional. 

The whole business closed at a little after one A. H., 
making fourteen or fifteen hours of debate, uninter- 
rupted except for dinner and tea, an hour each. 
After the final mloption of the report, Houtwell read 
his address, and we took np the pay-roll and passed 
it, and then the resolve respecting books and docu- 
ments. 

While the work of the Convention is fresh in my 
mind I will jot down my own particular labors. 

In the committee on the Bill of Rights, I brought 
forward, drafted and carried through a provision giv- 
ing to every pei*son having a claim against the State 
a judicial remedy therefor. I endeavored to strike 
out all the theorizing about the social compact, and 
the origin of government in the preamble, and then 
Babslitnte the simple di'claration b(»ginning " We, 
therefore, the people of Massaehnsctts." For this I 
obtained a majority of the members of the committee 
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present, but a sufficient number of absent members 
▼oted against mo tc> turn the scale, seven tu six, and 
I msule no attempt in the Conyention, with a minor- 
ity report, on a theoretic question, and let it go. All 
but three of the committee said they disbelieyed en- 
tirely in the social compact, and would not put it into 
a new constitution, but a majority were unwilling to 
disturb the old language and stir up people's minds 
on absti*action8. 

I introduced a provision making the habea$ eor» 
puB a writ of right in all cases where the Legislature 
does not especially vest a discretion in the court. 
This failed in committee, but was carried in conven- 
tion by a large majority. 

The provision in Chapter 9 Article 8, requiring a 
list of votera in all elections, wais sololy mine. No 
one else thought of or moved in it. 

The provision for future conventions, Chapter 14 
Article 2, was mine. 

What measures I advocated and opposed the jour- 
nal of the debates will exhibit ; and I think I prepared 
my full half of the chapters of the constitution. The 
Preamble of Bill of Rights, General Court (I.), Sen- 
ate (II.)« Mouse of Representiitives (HI.), Qualifica- 
tions of voters and elections (IX.), Oaths and Sub- 
scriptions (X.) and Revisions and Amendments 
(XIV.) I prepared, and assisted in others. 

This Convention has settled the reputations of a 
good many men. 

[Rnfns] Ciioate has hold his own. What more 
could he do? He has shown himself the brilliant, 
rich, philosophiciil orator, the scholar, and tiie kindly, 
adroit and interesting man. He has not commanded 
respect as a man of deep convictions, earnest pur<r 
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pose and reliable judgment. But be is felt to be 
the greatest rhetorical genius of the day. 

[Charles] Sumner has held his own as an orator. 
He has made t\yo beautiful, classical, high-toned ora- 
tions, commanding the ndmiration of all. As a de- 
bater, a worker, an influential nienil)cr, he has not 
succeeded. He takes but little active part, and 
seems to have a fear of taking the floor, except on 
leading subjects, and after great preparation. But 
he is a noble, fine-hearted fellow. 

[George S.] Boutwell has raised himself prodig- 
iously. He is the only man (unless my friends flat- 
t4*r me extremely by making me a second) who has 
cmintMitly gained by tlio Convention. He is tlio 
best debater in the House. 

[Henry] Wilson has held his place as a manager 
and a contriver of expedients, and a feeler of the 
public pulse. He has shown himself a good-natured, 
wt*ll-dis|>osed man, with no personal enmities. I 
think he is considered by his political opponents a 
more honest man than they were disposed to regard 
him ; yet, that is still a mooted point. If any ex- 
pected him to take a high place as a discusser of 
leading subjects, they are disappointed. He also 
failed in the chair as temporary president. He was 
clumsy and forgetful and undecided. . . . 

[WhitingJ Griswold did pretty well on the town 
question, but even that passed out of his hands, the 
subsequent speeches being better than his, and he 
was soon known to be lazy, and not a man to cope 
with subjects that required labor and thought. He 
went pretty mncli to the wall. 

Judj^o [Joel] Parker (lisa|»i)ointed everybody. He 
showed himself an honest man and a good dry tech- 
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nical lawyer, but he discussed questions of states- 
manship and public policy on the narrowest prece- 
dents, anil in the driest manner. He was not listened 
to after his fii*st speech, except from courtesy. He 
did one good thing, toward the close, in exposing the 
terrible defects of Hallett*s first plan for amending 
the Constitution. This was a matter of nice detail, 
and he did it well, yet it was only heard by tliose 
who listened attentively. The judge persevered in 
attention to business, and spoke often, yet his voice 
was so low, and his manner so dry, that he often had 
but some half dozen listeners. 

Professor [Simon] Green leaf seldom attended, and 
spoke but twice. Those speeches were short, agree- 
able in their manner and made rather a favorable 
impression. Their defect was that ho did not at all 
throw himself into liis subject, or into the hearts or 
minds of his hearers. He was sketchy, and did not 
go near the bottom of matters. Then his known in- 
difference to the Convention deprived him of influ- 
ence. In short, the two learned professors from 
Cambridge had less influence tlian the two mercan- 
tile members from the same town, [Isaac] Liver- 
more and [John] Sargent, 

[George S,] Hillard has been a melancholy fail- 
ure. He is the only man who goes out of the Con- 
vention with a stigma to his name. However much 
he may have meant by it, certain it is that he can 
never get over the **hand tliat feeds us," and his 
two subsequent speeches have shown an ill nature 
and bad judgment which must always put him low 
in the estimations of men. His manner, too, is that 
incorrigible school-boy manner of recitation. It is 
not debate, nor address, it is a speech spoken at a 
mark. 
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[Anson] Burlingame made two declamatory 
speeches, full of warmth, glow, animation, high- 
sounding, sympathetic words, telling personal ap- 
peals and attacks, but without substance or form, or 
any value whatever to a thinking man. He has 
taken no part beyond these spi^eches, which were let 
off at mndom, and must be considered as having 
failed in everytliing but a stirring, wide-awnkey 
stump orator style. He is a warm-hearted, full- 
blooded fellow, and everybody likes him and regrets 
that he will not think or study. 

[B. F.J Butler lias behaved quite as well, perhaps, 
on the whole, a little better than was expected of 
him. He has not been ill-mannered except to men 
who have fought him in his own way, or men against 
whom he has an old hostility. He has shown great 
power of will, strength of mind and industry. Yet 
he is, as Boutwell says, rather a cavalry ofBcer than 
a military leader, rather a case fighter than a jurist. 

[Josiah G.] Abbott has shown talents of a con- 
siderable order, but he is the victim too much of his 
personal reelings, and has always been in the habit 
of treating questions superficially, for temporary ef- 
fect, in a narrow circle, and has not enlarged his 
mind. . . . 

[F. B.] Crowninshield spoke, and not without ef- 
fect, but he rather disappointed people in two re- 
spects. He was superficial, not having prepared 
himself carefully, or thought deeply, and he showed 
a good deal of party spirit. Yet all think him an 
honorable man, and a man of good judgment and 
kind feelinj^H. lie t'llks better than he speaks, and 
his feelings are kinder tlinn his expressions in debate. 

[Otis P.J Lord hiis shown marked ability, and is a 
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formidable debater; bat he is little if at all aboye 
Butler in manners and taste, and has a great lack of 
judgment. Perhaps his position in a hopeU*.ss minor- 
ity encouraged his naturally reckless and despemte 
temper. • . . 

Governor [George N.] Briggs has been as much 
the leader of the Whigs as any one, and always com- 
mands attention. His manner is of a kind to gain 
hearera, having an appearance of simple good humor 
and good sense, without oratory, which tells well on 
a mixed audience. Then he is considered an honest 
man, and is a Baptist deacon, a temperance lecturer, 
etc. Yet there is a little of palaver about him, and 
the Convention doubted whether he was quite so ig- 
norant of party as he alTected to be. lie is indolent, 
and does not bring to bear the power of mind he 
actually possesses, nor make any research. He is 
sometimes, too, clumsy. . . . 

[Sidney] Bartlett, of Boston, has always spoken 
well. He is short, pithy, clear, and his manner is 
courteous, and he is known to be free from personal 
animosities. On the whole, Bartlett, who is an nn- 
popular man in the city, has made a favorable 
impression on the members of the Convention, par« 
ticularly upon his opponents. He has not taken a 
prominent part, but comes in occasionally toward the 
close and fills up gaps. 

November 20. The people, at the election on 
Monday November 14, rejected the new Constitution 
by a majority of 5,000 votes. Three csinses con- 
spired to produce this result. The Irish vote was all 
thrown against it, under the lead of their priests and 
papers, on account of the clause respecting secta- 
rian schools, and because it gave political power to 
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tlio rural cliMfcricts. The innovation on the Judiciary 
brought out Dr. Palfrey, C. F. Adams and Mr. Hoar 
against it, who lead oS a large number of moderate 
Free Soilers and of men not partisans ; and the inter- 
ference of the Executive, through General Cushing'a 
letter, against the coalition, frightened away or cooled 
down many of the Democrats. On the whole, I do 
not find it easy to determine whether I am roost 
pleased or disappointed with the result. I cannot be 
too thankful for the preservation of the Judiciary. 
If the Whigs act in good faith, and with common 
discretion, and give ns the reforms for which the 
Convention was cidled, through the Legislature, the 
question of constitutional reform csm be put at rest 
for twenty years, and the Judi(iary bo saved. If 
they do not, and a storm is raised, there will not be a 
stick left standing. 

1854. January. Sundny evening, called at Long- 
fellow's, where were Tom Appleton and George W. 
Curtis (the llowadji), and had a very pleassmt hoar. 
Curtis is qnit« clever in conversiition, but Tom is the 
prince of rattlers. He is quick to astonishment, and 
has humor and thought and shrewd sense behind a 
brilliant fence of light works. 

With the opening of Congress in the winter of 1853-4, 
Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois brought forward his famous 
Kansn-vNchraska Bill, effecting a repeal of the Missouri 
compromise ; and in an instant as the slavery agitation 
8]>ran^ into new life the Compromise of 1850 vanished into 
air. A {icriod of intense political excitement ensued, which 
culminated in the election of Lincoln six years later. The 
following piissa^es from tlie diary and letters relate to 
Dana*s piuticipatiou in the lii-st stages of this great debate 
which was to educate the country up to the mark of emanci- 
pation through war. 
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February 9. Tlie Nebraska question is now the 
great question before tlie country. I wrote a short 
letter to the New York meeting, which was pub- 
lished. A Free Soil convention is now called in 
Boston. But the tone of the North is so lowered on 
the slave question that it cannot be brought back. 
The Whig party has lost its tone, the Democratic 
party never had any, and the Free Soil party has 
been lowered by the coalitions and managements of 
[Henry] Wilson and others, until it has U»st or es- 
sentially impaired its power of doing good. The 
committee of the Free Soil party, under the belit- 
tling influence of [F. W.] Bird and Wilson, issued a 
call for a Nebraska convention, containing such allu^ 
sions to the defeat of tlie late constitution as to ex* 
elude from it Dr. Pailfrey and Mr. Adams. If they 
accept it as an exclusion, I shall not attend myself. 
Our conyention cnn do no good, and may do harm ; 
but by attending it under such circumstances I shall 
be giving my sanction to the exclusion. 

Boston, February 12, 18!V4. Sandaj eTening. 

John Jay, Esq., New York: 

My dear Friend^ — Your letter came while I was 
away attemling court, and I am rather late in reply- 
ing to it. 

To Massachusetts belongeth nothing but shame 
and confusion of face. The Whig party has l)een so 
thoroughly toned down on the subject of slavery by 
tlie elTorts of IH'iO, 18r>l and 18r)2, that its ttmo can- 
not be recovered for yeai-s, if at all. The Democnitic 
party of Massachusetts was always a m(*an party, 
and has no tone to lose. The Free Soil party started 
gloriously here in 1848, but by reason of its coali- 
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tions for stsite purposes and offices it has fallen under 
tbe management of inferior men, has lost public con- 
fidence, and is not fit to do the great task before it 
with success. 

All llie Wbigs express disapproval of the Nebraska 
bill, but t*ike no action. The Democrats di(Tcr and 
are paralyzed by the Executive. The stsite commit- 
tee of our party, without consultation, called a party 
convention, without making any effort for a general 
meeting. It is now too Lite, they say, to alter it. 
Not only so, but they called it in such a way as to 
rend(rr it doubtful whether those gentlemen who op- 
posed the constitution can attend. Dr. Palfrey, Mr. 
Adams and othera. This is a specimen of the little- 
ness of the managers. If the proscribed men do not 
attend, I think I shall not. A meeting so called can 
have no effect. Indeed, a meeting of our party alone 
is, in my opinion, of little use and of doubtful policy. 

I shall do what I can towards a p^onoral meeting, 
but 1 liavi^ litth^ hope of it. The Whigs will put the 
opposition on the ground of sustaining both compro- 
mises, and 1 doubt if we could unite with them con- 
sistently. 

The election of Fessenden for Maine is a good 
omen. 

I told Mr. Adams of your plan of a new meeting 
to declare compromises at an end, and to take up the 
gauntlet. He approves of it. If it means a war be- 
t\vec»n pro slavery and anti-slavery in the stales, I am 
not in favor of it. For I am not, in tlu; technical 
sense, an abolitionist. But if it means war against 
the extension of slavery into new territory, the ad- 
mission of new slave states, and the increase of the 
slave-power in the government, I have always been 
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ready for it and in it. It looks to me as if oar re- 
public was now a slave-holding and slavery propagat- 
ing and defending institution. All our powers are 
needed to meet this issue. I could not, either on pol- 
icy or principle, go beyond it. 

At present I fear we can have no effectual vent 
here for opinion. This depresses and mortifies us in 
the extreme. I have some hope of a proper expres- 
sion, but not much. 

February 19. Sunday. The chief event to me of 
the past week is my correspondence with the Com- 
mittee of the Free Soil party, relative to the conven- 
tion at Faneuil Hull. 

Boston, Fehmarif 14, 1854. 
S. G. IIOWK AND OTHERS, 

Committee : 

Oenilemen^ — It is some days since I received your 
invitation to address the convention on the 17th inst. 
I have delayed my answer from an unwillingness to 
come to the conclusion to which I have at last felt 
myself compelled. 

The question before us involves the destiny of 
states, and affects the cause of free principles in our 
country for ages. It is one which requires a united 
North, and the sinking for the time, if possible, of all 
party and local differences. I know that the tone of 
Massa(^husetts has been so lowered by the efforts of 
18 '0, 1851 an<l 18')2, I hat it cannot easily bo recov- 
ered, but I cannot believe that all hope of public 
deinonstrittions of a general (character is to be aban- 
dontnl. Theso are the only demonstrations that can 
have much effect upon the action of Congress; and 
while these are possible, exclusive demonstrations by 
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the Free Soil party seem to me in the present tem- 
per of the public mind to be injudicious. If this be 
so, what shall be said of demonstrations from which 
some of the most useful and distinguislifd even of 
that party are excluded. You are aware that I refer 
to the lanp^uage of the address by the state commit- 
tee and other events of a significant character, some 
more and some less public, preceding, accompanying 
and following it. By these causes certain gentlemen, 
who have done at least as much as any to create and 
keep in influence and dignity the Free Soil party feel 
themselves, and I think properly, excluded. Had 
this been an accidental, transitory or personal mat- 
ter, it should have been passed over at such a time, 
at least by others. But all know that it is part of a 
system, adopted and avowed, having relations before 
and after. It becomes, then, a matter of importance 
to each man and to the party. 

Wlien I held a seat in the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, I felt at liberty to vote against my party when- 
ever duty to the great interests at stake seemed tome 
to require it. When the Constitution was proposed, 
I spoke and voted against some of its propositions, 
and felt myself at liberty to oppose it as a whole, 
without forfeiting my place in the Free Soil party. 
Some of your number will recollect that we agreed at 
hist in its support, with some doubt and on a balance 
of reasons. I cannot, therefore, in any manner, in 
justice to gentlemen wliose balance of reasons turned 
the other wa)', or in duty to the great cause in which 
we are en^^^ji^ed, countenance, or involve myself in 
the support of such a system . If persevered in, it 
will dcslr(»y what remains of moans of usefulness our 
party possesses. I know that many who feel as I do 
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on this point will consider it their duty to take part 
in the meeting notwithstanding. As I shall respect 
their conclusions, I hope they will respect mine, and 
that this will be the last time that a narrow policy of 
some shall be able to keep us from joint action on so 
great and wide a question. So far as its effect on 
the Nebraska law is concerned, I sincerely hope the 
meeting may be successful and glorious. 

Lest my declining to attend should be attributed 
to lukewarmness, I wish you would do me the jus- 
tice to make public this letter. 

As to the Nebraska question, two considerations 
I should like very much to present to our friends. 
First, let us take care not to be involved in the sup- 
port of the legislative compromises. Far better 
would it be for the canse of freedom that the Mis- 
souri Compromise should bo roi^euled, and a new bat- 
tle be fought at the organization of each territory, 
than that we should be induced to sustain the Com- 
promise of 1850. It is reason enough for us that the 
present bill seeks to remove a restriction on slavery 
of thirty-four years* standing. If others have addi- 
tional reasons for opposing it, founded on compro- 
mises, we rejoice that even so the resistance is in- 
sured, but let us be careful of our own position and 
language. 

Second, let us look back and see how steady has 
been the advance of slavery and the retreat of free- 
dom for the last half centuiy. In 178G all the ter- 
ritories were made free. In 1820 the new territories 
could not be made free, but were divided between 
freedom and slavery, with every advantage to the 
latter. In 1844 Texas was brought in with slavery, 
and in 1850 the whole of the remaining territory was 
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left open to slavery. In 1848 tlie presidential cam- 
paign could not be conducted in tlie North on either 
side, except with Fi*ee Soil professions. In 1852 it 
could not be conducted except by renouncing them. 
The sliding scale that measures our declining has 
been applied to us nearly as regularly as the national 
census is taken, but now they say to us, bow down 
that we may go over I But the most humiliatiug 
part of tho whole is that we feel the North desenres 
it — that she has brought it upon herself. A long 
course of subserviency, for political purposes in some 
nnd for economical advantages with the greater 
bodies, hsis brought us into a condition in which the 
advocates of slavery venture to deride our once pro- 
fessed principles, those in which we are bred, and on 
w1ii(^h our institutions are founded. 

The hope is that they have at last gone a step too 
far, that the cup has at length run over, and that the 
retroaction so long looked for and promised has be- 
gun, that the dim eclipse that has hung over our half 
of the system is passing o(T, that the long progress 
into the aphelion, so long and so dark that it seemed 
hopeless of aid, has at length, spent its momentum, 
and that we are even now returning to the light and 
warmth of the sun. 

February 19. The chief event of the week has 
been the anti-Nebraska meeting at Faneuil Hall, 
called under the auspices of the Whigs, and chiefly 
the Webster Whigs — the 1850 men. The true re- 
port is not to be found in the papers. All men agree 
that the audience were far ahead of the speakers. 
All attempts to ^et up applause for the measures and 
men of 1850 failed, and even Webster's great name 
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fell dead, while every sentiment host'le to the Com* 
promise measures of 1850, and everything of a Free 
Soil character, went oil with rapturous applause. 
The first thing that brought down the house was 
Winthrop's ssiying that he opposed the measures of 
1850. The venerable Mr. Quincy, the oldest mem- 
ber of Congress living, the oldest mayor of Boston, a 
Whig, too, was not invited. Bdt he came and was 
enthusiastically called out by the audience, and re- 
ceived with frantic applause. He spoke in his best 
manner, the thorough, independent, manly character 
shining out through every word. He told an anec- 
dote of Randolph. He said to R., ^^ If you push 
those measures much farther, you will produce Union 
at the North." ^^ Union at the North ! Union at 
the North! We can count on you Democrats as 
surely as on our own niggers." 

The Compromise men feel themselves sold. It 
comes hard to them to use the Free Soil arguments 
and vocabulary so soon, and to be a standing evi- 
dence of the truth of those who opposed them. 

March 1. We have begun tlie Federal Street 
Church case ; but there are to be no arguments, as 
Judge Bigelow only intends to make up a report for 
the full bench. Choate, J. C. Adams and myself 
for the relators, and Bartlett and Hillard for the 
respondents. 

Choate has been doing more work at the bar since 
last October than any man at our bar ever did before 
in the same time. Indeed, I doubt if there are many 
men living who could have done so much, and all of 
the liiglh'st character. Did any one ever know 
Choate to lose his temper? I never did, and have 
never found a person who did. 
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27. Monday. Choate Imving been confined to his 
liouse for several days, I called to see him. I found 
him lying on his sofa and in low spirits. He rallied, 
and we got into general conversation. It turned to 
the sesi, and we spoke a good deal about seamen, 
liorn on the sesi-coast of Essex, a boy in tlie war of 
1812-14, brought up amongst sailors and fishermen, 
and the stories and legends of our naval actions, pri- 
vateers and the Dartmoor prisoA, he has almost been 
an enthusiast in our navnl history and glories. I 
found him better informed than I was on the details 
of our naval actions, although I have, naturally 
enough, nnide them a study. He had seen, as a boy, 
from the Essex hills, the Shannon frigate in Ipswich 
Hay. He described beautifully the great frigate, 
lounging about the bay of a warm summer afternoon, 
and standing off to sea at night, proudly scorning the 
fleet of f].shing boats about her. He had seen, too, 
the funenil of Ludlow and Lawrence, at Sairm, when 
Ocorgc (^/lowninshield brought up their bodies from 
Halifax in a cartel, and Judge Story delivered the 
enlopry. He sjiid he never got over the effect upon 
his imagination of the procession of sailors and offi- 
cers who had seen fight, who had been in action, and 
some of the great naval names heading them. 

He said he hnd talked with Morris and Hull about 
the action of the Constitution and GuojTiere. He 
asked Hull if he felt certain of taking her, when he 
bore down. **Hy no means," said Hull. "Two 
thirds of my men were foreigners, and more than 
h:ilf of them Britons. When the^Guerriere ran up 
the firitish ensign and lay-to to receive us, I suffered 
a frw moments of ngony which no tongue can ex- 
press. I expected to see the Englishmen all come 
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aft and demand to be released from daty. I thought 
ovei* what I should do, — whether to shoot down tlie 
first man, — when the three cheers cume up fiom biv 
low, and then all was right, and I had not a fear or 
doubt from that moment." 

Moiris told him that the written instructions from 
the Secretary of the Navy, Paul Hamilton, were not 
to fight without a moral certainty of victory. When 
they maide out the strange sail to be a royal frig- 
ate, as they thought of equal size, he and Hull con- 
ferred together aside, whether it was within the 
letter of their instructions to engage. Tliey decided 
that they never should know whether they could 
whip her until they tried, and put the instructions 
below. 

From the Constitution and Gnerriere we passed to 
other actions, and I was astonished by the accumcy 
of his knowledge and recollection. I thought it was 
the fleet that chased the Constitution into Marble- 
head. No, it was the Shannon and Tenedos, and he 
was mortified that he could not remember who com- 
manded the Tenedos. It Wiis the fleet that chased 
her when Hull and Morris got her off by kedging. 
I tohl him that the engagement between the Homet 
and Peacock was in a heavy sea, and reef- topsail 
breeze, guns half under, but he said it was in shoal 
water and calm weather. I am not sure he is right 
about that. 

As we parted he expressed his gratification at my 
visit. He spoke of his health, and said, ^^ I have 
worked too hard this winter, harder than 1 ever did 
before." 

^' Yon have worked harder than any man ever did 
before," said I. 
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** I have to do it to drown sorrow," said he, '* as 
some men take to drink or gaming.'* 

Tliis is, no doubt, true. The sad illness of his fa- 
vorite daughter put him into such a state that he 
seemed to have no other alternative than incessant, 
absorbing labor or despair. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE BBNDITION OF ANTHONY BUBNS. 

Shortly after six o'clock on the eyening of the 24th of 
May, 1854, a negro named Anthony Bums was arrested by 
a deputy United States marshal near the comer of Brattle 
and Court streets, in the city of Boston, upon the charge of 
breaking into and robbing a jewelry store. The moment 
the arrest was made a gang of some six or seyen men, who 
had been lurking in the immediate vicinity, rushed to the 
assistance of the oiliccr, Butman by name. Surrounding 
the pi*i8«>ner, tlicy lifte<l him up bodily, and, avoiding tlio 
sidewalk, carried him rapidly down the middle of tlie street 
to the court-house, but a few rods distant, at the entrance of 
which stoo<l the United States marshal witli a drawn sword 
in his hand, evidently awaiting their coming. Without paus- 
ing, or even allowing the prisoner's feet to touch the ground. 
Burns was hurried up several flights of stairs to the jury 
room of the Unite<l States court, at the top of the building. 

A few minutes later the door opened, and the marshal — 
Watson Freeman — entered the room, accompanied by 
two men, — the one, Charles T. SutUe, the other, William 
Brent, both Virginians ; the former being the claimant of 
Burns. 

Stepping towards the prisoner, Colonel Suttle, taking off 
his hat with mock politeness, made a low bow, and said : 
"How do you do, Mr, Burns?" adding, " Why did you 
run away from me ? " 

Burns answered, "I fell asleep on board of the vessel 
where I worked, and before I woke up she set sail and car- 
ried me off." 
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" Have n't I always treated you well, Tony ? " 

To this question Burns made no answer. 

" Have n't I always given you money when you needed 
it?" 

Burns replied : '* You have always given me twelve and 
a half cents once a year." « 

It subjic(|nciiUy npiicnred Uiat Anthony Burns, the man 
Urns arrested, had been born in Stafford County, Virginia, 
about the year 1830. His mother was a slave, owuckI by 
John SutUe, the father of the man who now laid dum to 
htm. Burns was a negro o{ more tlian usual intelligence, 
and had taught himself not only to read, but also, after a 
fashion, to write, so that for a time he even kept a sort of 
school. He was well treated by his owner, who trusted 
him to lot himself as well as other slaves out for hire. In 
this way he got into tlie employ of one Millspaugh, and 
found work on vessels lying at the wharves' in Richmond. 
Having long had a design of effecting his escape from 
slavery, early in February, 1854, he stole on board a vessel 
at one of the Richmond wharves, and there concealing him- 
self soon fell nslocp. When he awoke the vessel was well 
down the river, and at the end of two days reached Nor- 
folk, whci*o kIic lay for a short time, and then started for 
Boston. Only one niombcr of the crew knew that Burns 
was on board, and by him he was sn])pticd in secret with 
enough bread and water to sustain life; but he did not 
leave his narrow place of concealment during the entire 
voyage, which lasted three weeks and was rough and tem- 
pestuous. The weather, moreover, as the vessel went north, 
became so cold that tlie unfortunate fugitive barely escaped 
freezing to death. At last, either late in February or i&rly 
in March, the vessel made fast to the wharf at Boston, and 
Burns took the first opi>ortunity of 8lip])ing unobserved on 
shore. Here he was soon provided for, and presently found 
em])loynicnt in a clothini; st^ire on Brattle Street belonging 
to one Collin Pitts. lie w:u9 tlicre earning his living at the 
time of lib arrest. 
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Since the rendition of Sims, three years before, a great 
cliange had come over the political feeling of Massachoeetta. 
Mr. Webster was in his grave, and the compromise measures 
of 1850, to the adoption of which the last years of his life 
had been sacrificed, were buried with him, — already a 
confessed anfl utter failure, llie debate over the Kansas- 
Nebraska Bill had revived and intensified the anti-slavery 
agitation, rending in pieces the two great parties, one of 
which was already on the verge of dissolution. In Massa- 
chusetts the Whigs still kept up an appearance of strength ; 
but it was an appearance only, for a few short months later 
their organization almost disappeared in a moment, swept 
away in the vortex of Know-Nothingism. From the eleo- 
tion of November, 1855, it ceased to be a power which had 
to be taken into account in the politics of Massachusetts. 
Charles Sumner was in his tliird year of senatorial life, and 
Edward Everett had recently been associated with him as 
a Whig colleague. In Boston conservative traditions still 
held sway. The force of business and political habit was 
potent. Tlie same talk of devotion to the Union and fidel- 
ity to the Constitution was current, but beneath and behind 
it were heard ominous mutterings against the arrogance 
and aggressions of the slave-holding South. 

Accordingly the announcement that another fugitive 
slave had been kidnapped, and kidnapped witliin sight of 
Fancuil Hall, came like a lurid flash of lightning from amid 
these gathering clouds of a lowering political sky. There 
was also an audacity as well as a brutality about all the 
proceedings which sent a thrill of anger and disgust 
through the State. So long a time had passed since the 
rendition of Sims that a sense of security had come to l>e 
goiionilly felt; the su])rcmacy of tlie law IumI then been 
vindicated, but it had also been made apparent tliat slave- 
hunting in Massachusetts was a dangerous as well as a 
costly occupation. Any further experience of the sort was 
therefore looked upon by all classes of the community as 
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most improbable, when suddenly they were confronted 
with it 

The warrant for the arrest of the fugitive had in this 
case been issued by Edward 6. Loring, one of Uie commis- 
sioners of the United States court, but also the judge of 
probate for the county of Suffolk, and as such one of the 
MasRAfrhimotts judiciary. Anthony Iturns was tho last fu- 
gitive slave ever seized, or, in all Imman probability, ever to 
be seized on the soil of Massachusetts, and every incident 
connected with his trial and rendition has a lasting histori- 
cal interest. Dana's contemporaneous record of his part in 
it was as follows : — 

May 25. Thursday. This morning, at a little 
before nine o*clock, as I wiis going past the court- 
house, a gentleman told me that there was a fugitive 
slave in custody in the United States court-room, I 
went up immediately, and saw a negro, sitting in the 
usual place for prisoners, guarded by a large corps of 
ofTiciM-s. He is a piteous object, rather weak in 
mind and Inxly, with a Large scar on his check, which 
looks much like a brand, a broken hand from which 
a large piece of bone projects, and another scar on 
his other hand. He seemed completely cowed and 
dispirited. I offered to act as his counsel. He said, 
" It is of no use. They will swear to me and get me 
back; and if they do, I shcnll fare worse it I resist.'* 
I told him there might be some flaw in the papers, or 
some mistake, and that he might get off. The offi- 
cers told him he had better have counsel, ms it would 
cost him nothing and could do him no harm. He 
seemed entirely helpless, and could not say what he 
wished to do; but tho great tiling on his mind 
seemed to be the fear that any delay and expense lie 
caused his master would be visited upon him when 
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he got back, and. that his best policy was to conciliate 
his master as best he could. I would not press a de- 
fence xx\yox\ hiin under these circumstances, but felt it 
my duty to address tlie court and ask for a dehiy. I 
did this upon the ground that from all I could observe 
myself and from what I had heard from others, it 
was plain that he was in no condition \o determine 
whether he would have counsel or not, and that no 
court would proceed to a trial and condemnation 
under such circumstances. The counsel for the claim- 
ant, a Mr. Gxlward Griffin Parker, objected to the 
delay in bad taste and bad judgment. The commis- 
sioner, Edward G. Loring, at my private suggestion, 
called the prisoner to him and told him what his 
rights were, and asked him if he wished for time to 
consider what he would do. The man made no reply 
and lo<iked round bewildered, like a child. Judge 
Loring again put the question to him in a kind man- 
ner, and asked him if he would like to have a day or 
two and then see him there again. To this he re- 
plied faintly, ^^ I would." The judge then ordered a 
delay until Saturday. 

The conduct of Judge luring has been considerate 
and humane. If a man is willing to execute the law, 
and be an instrument of sending back a man into 
slavery under such a law, he could not act better in 
his office than Judge Loring. He professes to detest 
the law, but he will follow the rigid construction the 
courts have pnt upon it as matter of duty. 

The claimant, Colonel Suttle of lliithmond or 
Alexandria, Va., was present, and sat in full sight of 
the poor negro all the time. I could not get over a 
feeling that he had seen cruel usage. His scai-s, his 
timid and cowed look, his running away, all seemed 
to indicate it. 
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Before the motion was passed upon, Freeman, the 
marshal, went up to Judge Loring and whispered, to 
which the judge replied, ^^ No. He must have a nec- 
essai-y time.*' Freeman whispered again, and the 
judge replied, rather sharply, '* No, sir. I shall give 
him all reasonable delays.'* 

May 26. Friday. As the negro was uncertain 
whether to make a defence or to have counsel at all, 
I felt that it was improper for me to obtrude myself 
upon him. If any were to {idvi8e,it should be others 
than a lawyer who had once o£Eered to act. At my 
suggestion, Rev. Mr. Grimes and Deacon Pitt« (the 
clergyman and deacon of the congregation of colored 
people) and Wendell Phillips asked leave of the 
niarshsil to see him. This was refused. They asked 
him if it would be of any use to obtain an order 
from Judge Loring to admit them. He said it would 
not. They then returned to me. I told them at 
least to compel Mr. Freeman to refuse it, and wrote 
a note to Judge Loring (who was at Cambridge, 
h>cturing at the Law School), stating to him tluit I 
scarcely felt at liberty to act as counsel for the man 
and was unwilling to obtrude myself upon him, and 
that the proper persons to see him and ascertain his 
wishes had been refused admissicm. To this Judge 
Loring responded in a note to Freeman, telling him 
that it was the man's right to see a few friends, and 
that if any reasonable number, two or three, wished 
to see him, their names must be taken to him, and 
their purpose stated to him, and if he desired to see 
them, they must be admitted. 

To this order Freeman yielded, and PhilHparMr. 
Grimes anil l)c;ieon Pitt« were admitted. Phillips 
reported to me that he was a much more intelligent 
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and re8olute man than they supposed him to be, that 
he could read and write, and only needed a little en- 
couragement to be brought oat. He denied entirely 
having said he was willing to go back, and said he 
knew he should be sold to the New Orleans market, 
as soon as his master got him. He gave them a 
power of attorney to act for him, and desired counsel 
and defence. 

They, as his attorneys, engaged me, and I engsiged 
Mr. Ellis to aid me. 

Onr first step was to apply to Judge Spmgue to 
appoint a person to serve a writ de homine replegu 
ando on Freeman in behalf of the negro. The law 
was looked np and the psipei-s prepared by Judge 
Russell and Mr. Sewall, and the |Kitition pivstnited 
by them and myself. We put it upon the ground 
that the writ was an ancient common law writ, to en* 
force a common law right, and showed him a form of 
writ established by statute in Massachusetts before 
the passage of the Judiciary Act of 1789. 

To this Judge Sprague replied that it was not a 
writ known Ui the United SUites courts, one never is- 
sued to liis knowledge by those courts, and, as he un« 
d(*rstood it, not issuable at the common law when the 
pai*ty was held under legal process. We replied 
that it did not appear in the writ tliat he was held 
under legal process, and that it was, on the face of the 
proceedings, a writ of right. But the judge refused 
the writ, after stating many other reasons, on the 
ground of its not heing a writ known to that court. 
He added that if the writ was issued it would cen- 
tal i/^the clause that it was not to be served if the 
party was held by legal process and could do no 



J 



1854. RENDITION OF ANTHONY BURNS. 269 

I Iind not sufficiently examined the subject to give 
an opinion, but it rather sermed to ine that we were 
entitled to the writ valtat quantum. 

After this decision, at about six o'clock P. M. I 
went np to see the fugitive. He was confined in a 
small room, in the third story, west end of the court- 
house, with some six or eight men in the room with 
him. The men were of the rough, thief-catching 
order, and were smoking and playing cards. I wi(h« 
drew to a window and talked quietly with the man. 
He appeared a very difTerent man from what he was 
the d.iy before. He seemed self-possessed, intelli- 
gent, and with considerable force both of mind and 
Inxly. His hand had been broken in a saw-mill, he 
told me, and his face was scarred by a burn. He 
said that he had not lived with his master since he 
was seven years old, but had always been hired out 
by him. That his master had offered him for sale, 
and he know very well that if he was delivered up 
he woultl never see Alexandria again, but would be 
taken to the first block and sohl for the New Orleans 
market. He said that there he might be put to some 
new work he was not accustomed to, and be badly 
treated for not doing it well. He was in fear of his 
master, who, he said, wsis a malicious man if lie was 
crossed. 

To-night a great meeting is to be held at Faneuil 
Hall. There is a strong feeling in favor of a rescue, 
and some of the abolitionists talk quite freely about 
it. But the most remarkable exhibition is from the 
Whigs, the Hunker Whigs, the Compromise men of 

1850. Men who would not speak to me in 1850 and 

1851, and who enrolled themselves as special police- 
men in (he Sims affair, stop me in the street and t;ilk 
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treason. This is all owing to the Nebraska bill. I 
cannot respect their feeling at all, except as a return 
to sanity. The Webster delusion is passing oif. 

Amos A. Lawrence called to offer any amount of 
retainer to enable me to employ some eminent Whig 
counsel. He said he was authorized to do this by a 
number of active 1850 men, who were determined it 
should be known that it was not the Free Soilers 
only who were in favor of the liberation of the slaves, 
but the conservative, compromise men. 

In this suggestion I called on Judge Fletcher and 
Mr. Choate. Judge Fletcher said that his sym- 
patliies were with us, and if there should be a rescue, 
he would not lift a finger to prevent it, but that he 
was under an especial engagement with the Ueporter 
which did not leave him an option as to his time. 

Choate I had an amusing interview with. I disked 
him to make one effort in favor of freedom, and told 
him that the 1830 delusion was dispelled, and all 
men were coming round, the Board of Rrokei-s and 
Board of Aldermen were talking treason, and that be 
must come and act. lie said he should be ghid to 
make an elTort on our side, but that he had given 
written opinions against us in the Sims case on every 
point, and ihat he could not go against them. 

"You corrupted your mind in 1850." 

" Yes. Filed my mind." 

•* I wish you would file it in court, for our benefit." 

Mr. Charles 6. Loring was out of town, and there 
was no one else that I thought would answer Mr. 
Lawrence^s description. 

May 27. Saturday. Last night an attempt was 
made to rescue the slave. It was conducted by 
a few and failed for want of numbers. thf> frreater 
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part being opposed to an action then. Tliey broke 
ill a door of the court-house and a few of ihf m en- 
tered, but they were not supported. They killed 
one man, a truckman named Batchelder, who has vol- 
unteered three times to assist in catching and keep- 
ing shivi*s, and the oflicers retreated. But the men 
who entered were at first driven back, and the crowd 
thought themselves repulsed and retreated also. 
The men who went in fii*st were wounded, and on 
being driven out, they found that the crowd outside 
hiid deserted them. The leader of this mob, I am 
surprised to hear, in secrecy, was Rev. T. W. Hig- 
ginson o( Worcester. I knew his ardor and courage, 
but I liai'illy expected a married man, a cliMgyiiiaii, 
and a man of education to lead the mob. But 
Theodore Parker offered to lead a mob to the rescuo 
of Sims, if one hundred men could be got to enroll 
themselves, but they could not get thirty. 

Robert Carter tells me that Dr. Samuel G. Howe 
olTi*red to lead a mob of two hundred to storm the 
court-honse, and that it would probably have bf*pn 
done had not Iligt^insoii^s attempt led the marshal to 
call out the military. 

Immediately after this mob, the marshal cent for 
a company of United States marines from Charles- 
town, and a company of artillery from Fort Inde- 
pendence. The mayor, too, ordered out two or thn.»e 
comp<nnies of volunteer militia to keep the peace, 
but not to aid in the return of the slave. 

The heariiifc befjan at ten o'clock. The court- 
house was niled with hireling soldiers of the stand- 
ing army of the United States, nearly all of whom 
nio forei«]jner8. The lazy hounds were lounging all 
d:iy out of the windows, and hanging over the stairs. 
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but ready to shoot down good men at a word of com- 
mand. Some dittictdties occurred between them and 
the citizens, but iiolhiug very serious. 

Mr. Ellis moved for a delay until Monday, and 
maile a few remarks in support of the motion. £. G. 
Parker and S. J. Thomas followed, opposing it. 
Their worst enemy could not have marked out for 
them a worse courae of reuiark than they folhiwed. 
They seemed to l>e playing into my hands all the 
while, saying the very things that I wished them to 
say. Then the timid manner of Parker, who seemed 
ashamed of what he was doing, and the petty, mean 
voice and manner of Thomas were the best foils I 
could have di'sirc^l. I made a full reply, and never 
spoke more to my satisfaction in my life. 1 am qnite 
mistaken if the general sentiment of the house was 
not with me, though it was packed with the creatures 
of Fr(*eman. They all felt Hshamed of the appear- 
ance of their counsel. The commissioner granted the 
adjournment. 

In the evening I telegraphed to Attorney General 
ClilTord, olTering him a retainer, but he replied [de- 
clining because of] a professional engagement at 
Springfield. 

This evening I met Rev. Mr. Grimes and Mr. 
Williams (Glidden & W.) collecting a subscription 
to buy the man's freedom. They had then obtained 
a subscription to the amount of |l700. The price 
asked was $1,200. 

The slave told me that his life had been insured at 
$800, when he was in Richmond, from which he sup- 
posed he was valued at about $1,000. It was a new 
language to hear a man estimating his own value by 
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The trial of the Burns case occupied till day of 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 29th, 80th and 
81sk of May. Each day the court-room was filled 
with the United States marshars ^* guard*' as he 
called them, a gang of about one hundred and twenty 
men, the lowest villains in the connnunity, keepers 
of brothels, bullies, bhicklegs, convicts, prize- figli lei's, 
etc. Mr. Andrews, the ex-jailer, says that he finds 
forty-flve men among them who have been under his 
charge at various times. Among them is Louis 
Clark, a Portuguese, who keeps a famous brothel and 
has bc*on engaged in several d(*spcrate fights, Albert 
J. Tyrrell, the murderer, a man who robbed Currier 
& Trott's jewelry shop, etc. These are all armed 
with revolvers and other weapons and occupy the 
rows of seats behind the bar and the jury seats. A 
corps of marines from the navy yard, about sixty in 
number, commanded by Major Dulany and two com- 
panies of United States Artillery, about one hundi*ed 
and twenty men, commanded by Ilidgely, occupy the 
court-house and guard all the passages with loaded 
guns and fixed bayonets. To reach the court-room 
one Inis to pass two or three cordons of police, and two 
of soldiers. Personally I have been well treated, and 
all whom I desire to have admitted have been ad- 
mitted ; but there has been a great deal of rudeness 
and violence to others. In one instance a sergeant 
or corporal, in command of a guard at the foot of the 
stairs, ordered his men to charge. They did so in 
good earnest and drove the peoi>le down the entry, 
and it seemed to me, who had just passed them, a 
wonder that some were not run through. I saw 
plainly that the sergeant wiis drunk, and called to 
me young Dunbar, a very civil fellow who had charge 
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of the entry under Freeman, and pointed the man 
out to bim. He acknowledged that the man was 
drunky and apologised for it, saying that he had just 
come upon* the post, and immediately reported the 
fact to the officer of the day. There were frequent 
in»tanoe8 of men prohibited from going into the 
courts of the static, and no one was permitted to en- 
ter the court-house, judges, jurors, witnesses or liti- 
gants, without satisfying the hirelings of the United 
States marshal tliat they had a right to be tliera. 
All this time there were, or attempted to be, in ses- 
sion in the building, the Supreme and Common Pleaa 
Courts of Massachusetts, and the Justices' and Police 
Courts of lioston. In most cases these courts aiU 
journed for want of business. Thus the judiciary 
of Massachusetts has been a second time put under 
the feet of the lowest tribunal of the federal judici- 
ary in a proceeding under the Fugitive Slave Law. 
Judge Shaw, who held the Supreme Judicial Court, 
is a man of no connigo or pride, and Judge Bishop, 
who held the Court of Common Pleas is a mere party 
tO(»l, and a bag of wind at that. It was the clear duty 
of the court to summon before it the United States 
marshal to show cause why he should not be com- 
mitted for contempt, and to commit him, if it re- 
quired all the bayonets in Massachusetts to do it, 
unless he allowed free passage to all persons who de- 
sired to come into either of the courts of the State. 

Reside the general "guard" which the marshal 
hft<l to keep his prisoner, tlu»rc was a special guanl 
of Southern men, some of them law students from 
Cambridge, who sat round Colonel Suttle and went 
in and out with him. 
-"If the claimant's counsel had merely put in his 



1854. RENDITION OF ANTHONY BURNS, 275 

record nnd introduced evidence to prove that the 
prisoner vtrsis the person named in the record, we 
should have had no defence except the constitutional 
objections, which, of course, Judge Loring would 
overrule, and my two points of objection to the ad- 
niissihiliiy of the n^cord, Ist, that it was a niero 
reciUil that there was a record and not a record itself 
and 2d, that it did not contain a sufficient description 
of the men ; for, by this cruel statute, if the record 
is admitted it is conclusive as to everv fact but that 
of identity. But they set out to prove the facts of 
slavery and escape also by parol, by the evidence of 
one Brent. Brent's testimony showed tiiat at the 
time of the alleged escape Burns was regularly leased 
to one Millspaugh, and was under his control, and 
even that Colonel Suttle's reversionary interest was 
mortgaged. His testimony also showed, to the satis- 
faction of the commissioner (as I learn privately) 
and of all lawyers, that there had been no escape. 
If, therefore, the record was not admissible, and the 
case had stood on the ond proof, they would have 
failed to prove the right of SuUle to the |)<»s.scssion, 
and the fact of escape. This raised the serious ques- 
tion whether the record was sufficiently in form to be 
received, and whether it could be conclusive against 
evidence put in by the claimant himself. I also 
made the point that by offering parol proof of title 
and escape, the claimant must be considered as pro- 
ceeding under the sixth section of the act, and not 
nmler the tenth. In proving an escape by parol they 
proved that Burns was in Richmond on the 20th 
March. We introduced strong and clear evidence 
that he was here on the 1st March and so on to this 
time. This gave us a point on the identification. 
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My argiiraont was on Wednesilay aiid lasted four 
houi-s. I Bpoke entirely to my own satisfaction. 
My friends say it is tiie best speech I ever made. 
Even the *^ guard** were somewhat affected by it, 
and many of them said they wished the man would 
get off. 

Judge luring paid great attention to all thait re- 
lated to the identity, but took no notes of my points 
as to the record, the escape and the title. This puz- 
zled me a good deal. • . . 

June 1. Thursday. I spent all day at home writh- 
ing out my argument for the newspapers. My whole 
brief was on the sides of a piece of small note-paper, 
and consequently I was obliged to write from recol- 
lection. 

2. Friday. This was a day of intense excite- 
ment and deep feeling in the city, in the Stsile and 
throughout New England, and indeed a great part 
of the Union. The hearts of millions of persons 
were beating high with ho|)e, or indignation, or 
doubt. The mayor of Boston, who is a p<»or shoat, a 
physician of a timid, conceited, scatter-brain char- 
acter, raised by accident to a mayoralty, has vacil- 
lated about for several days, and at last has done 
what a weak man almost always does, he has gone too 
far. He has ordered out the entire military force of 
the city, from 1,500 to 1,800 men, and undertaken 
to place full discretionary power in the hands of 
General Edmands. These troops and the three com- 
panies of regulars fill tlie streets and squares from 
the court-house to the end of the wharf, where tlie 
revenue cutter lies, in which it is understood that 
Burns, if remanded, will he taken to Virginia. 

The commissioner entered the court - room punc- 
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tunlly at nine o'clock. I went to the marshal and 
asked him if be knew what the decision was to be. 
He Siiid he did not. I told him that if tlie decision 
was in favor of the prisoner, I proposed to give him 
my arm and conduct him through the gUHrds and 
soldiers into the street. Freeman replied that he 
would prefer to clear the square first, and assured 
me that if the man was discharged he should serve 
no other precept upon him. 

The decision was short. It took no notice of the 
objections to the admissibility or effect of the record, 
but simply declared it to be conclusive as to title and 
escape, and said that the only point before him wtis 
that of identity. On this, n|x>n the evidence of wit^ 
nes8(*s, there was so much doubt that ho could not 
decide the question, and would be obliged to dis- 
charge the prisoner. In this dilemma, he resorted to 
the testimony of l^rent as to the admissions made by 
the prisoner to Colonel Suttle on the night of his ar- 
rest, which he considered >is eslablishing the identity 
beyond a reasonable doubt, and on these admissions 
he wjis convicted. C«Hivicted on an ex parte record, 
against the actual evidence, and on his own admis- 
sions made at the moment of arrest to his alleged 
nnister ! A tyrannical statute and a weak judge I 

T]\o. decision was a grievous disappointment to us 
all, and cliiefly to the poor prisoner. He looked the 
ima^e of deftpair. 

The court-room was ordered to be cleared at once 
of all but the ])risoner and the ^' guard.*' I remained 
with the prisoner, and so did Mr. Grimes, the 
preacher. Wc remained in the court-room a full 
hour, in company with the prisoner, and this horrible 
pack, the ''guard." Mr. Grimes talked constantly 
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with the prisoner, and kept up his spirits iis he best 
c^uld. He told him he tlioiight that it was only a 
point of honor with tho Government and the shive- 
holders to take him to Virginia, and that he would 
be bought as soon as he arrived there. This cheei*ed 
him. He expressed some fear lest he should be for- 
gotten, and said that if sold, with his weakened right 
hand, he would be sold " down the river," and being 
put to some new work, to which he was unaccus- 
tomed, would be ill-treated. This was what induced 
him to run away. Suttle offered him for sale, but 
got no bidder on account of the state of his hand. 
Suttle was afmid he might become useless and be left 
on his hands, and Burns knew he would be sold at 
any price. 

Mr. Thayer, of the " New York Evening Post," re- 
mained in the room a few nnnntes, and we observed 
the character and conduct of the guard. Some of 
them lay down, and got tumbling and quarrelling, and 
others came into the bar, and sat at full length on 
chairs. All had their hats on, and such a set of de- 
bauched, vulgar, outlawish looking fellows I never 
beheld. 

At about eleven o'clock Bnrns was led hack to his 
room. Mr. Grimes and I went with him, and re- 
mained a few minutes. I told him I should aceom- 
pany him to the cutter, and Mr. Grimes offered to 
go with ns also. 

I told the marshal of our intention to go down with 
Burns. He objected. I told him that it was a privi- 
lege always allowed to a criminal going to execution 
that his clergyman and counsel should go with 
him, and strongly advised him not to refuse it. He 
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and brought us word positively that it could not be 
permitted. We then said we would go and take our 
leave of him in his room. We went up, and began 
speaking with him, at the window, as heretofore, 
when three of the keepei*8 (one of whom was the no- 
torious Byrnes — "Augur Hole Byrnes") came up 
and stood by our side to listen to the conversation. 
I asked Mr. True, who had charge of the room, to 
order them to leave us, as they had always done be- 
fore. In all our prior interviews we had seen him at 
the window, and the keepers had withdrawn to the 
other end, so that we could talk without being over- 
heard, as had been settled between Mr. Phillips and 
the marshal. Mr. True replied that the niarahal had 
issued a new order that all conversation with the pris- 
oner must be in the hearing of the keepers. I asked, 
pointing to the three keepers who stood by, " Is the 
order that I must be overheard by this man, and this 
man, and this man?'* 

** Yas, air. Those are the ord(»r8." 

" I shall hold no conversation in such company. I 
shall not consent (o hold any conversation with the 
prisoner on such terms." 

The officer said he was sorry, but must obey his 
orders. 

1 then advanced to Bums, gave him my hand, told 
him that I couhl not, in self-respect, converse with 
him on suith terms, told him also that the marshal had 
prohibited our going down with him, and bade him 
good-by. He thanked me warmly for all I had done 
for him, and said he had no doubt all had been done 
that could bo done. Mr. Grimes also followed suit, 
and took leave of him, bidding him trust and hope in 
God, and giving him his address and that of Deacon 
Pitts, that he might write to them, if permitted. 
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Mr. Grimes and I walked to and fro in front of the 
coiu't-liouse for an hour or so, the entire square being 
cleared of the people, and filled with ti-oops. £very 
window was filled, and beyond the lines drawn by the 
police was an immense crowd. Whenever a body of 
troops passed to or fro, they were hissed and hooted by 
the people, with some attempts at applause from their 
favorers. Nearly all the shops in Court and State 
streets were closed and hung in black, and a huge 
coffin was suspended across State Street and fiags 
union down. A brass field-piece, belonging to the 
Fourth Artillery, was ostentatiously loaded in sight 
of all the people and carried by the men of that corps 
in rear of the hollow squsire in which Burns was 
placed. Some 1,500 or 1,800 men of the volunteer 
militia were under arms, all with their guns loaded 
an^l capped, and the officers with revolv(4*8. Theso 
men were stationed at different posts in all the streets 
and lanes that led into Court or State streets, from 
the court-house to Long Wharf. The police forced 
the people back to a certain line, generally at the 
foot or middle of the lanes and streets leading into 
the main streets, and wherever there wsis a passage, 
there, a few paces behind the police, was a boily of 
troops, from twenty or thirty to fifty or one hundred, 
according to the size and' importance of the passage. 

The mayor having given General Edraands discre- 
tionary orders to preserve peace and enforce the laws. 
General Edmands gave orders to each commander of 
a post to fire on the people whenever they passed the 
line marked by the police in a manner he should con- 
sider turbulent and disorderly. So, from nine o^clock 
in the morning until towai*ds night, the city was 
really under martial law. The entire proceeding 
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was illegal. The people were not treated as rioters 
or ordered to dispei-se. No civil officers were on the 
spot to direct the military or to give orders when and 
how to act. But the people were given their line, as 
on a parade day, and the troops wrre ordered, by a 
military commander, to fire upon tlieni, at the discre- 
tion of the various commanders of posls. In one 
case, that of Captiin Evans of the Boston Artillery, 
the two iirst orders were actually given, and in a sec- 
ond more the company would have fired, but for the 
fortunate intervention of Colonel Boyd, who ordered 
their guns to shoulder. Mr. Alraon tells me that he 
heard an olTicer mounted tell tlie crowd that if they 
passed a certiiin line, the soldiers were ordered to 
fire, and would certainly do so. Professor Wyman 
says that Captain Young of the Artillery at the head 
of Franklin Avenue presented his pistol at every man 
that came to the alley, and put two or three persons 
ridiculously under arrest, with threats to shoot them. 
I myself saw several men of Company IT, 1st Regi- 
ment, at the head of Broad or Kilby Street, on a 
slight sign of commotion in the crowd at the foot of 
State Street, such as often is seen in large crowds, 
cock their guns and present them, ready to fire, with- 
out orders. An accident would have cost lives, and it 
was with great reluctance, and only after repeated 
orders, that these men would uncock their guns and 
bring them to order. It has been the greatest good 
fortune in the world that not a gnn was fired by acci- 
dent or design. No one could limit the consequences ; 
and all concerned would have been in the eye of the 
law murderers. 

Mr. Grimes and I remained in the court-house 
until the vile procession moved* Notwithstanding 
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their numbers and the enormous military protection, 
tlie raarsliars company were very much disturbed 
and excited. They were exceedingly apprehensive 
of some unknown and unforeseen violence. 

The *' guard" at length filed out and formed a 
hollow square. Each man was armed with a short 
Roman sword and one revolver hanging in his belt. 
In this square marched Burns with .the marshal. 
The United States troops and the squadron of Boston 
light horse preceded and followed the square, with 
the field-piece. As the procession moved down, it 
wa9 met with a perfect howl of Shame ! Shame! and 
hisses. 

I walked slowly down the streets at a considerable 
distance in the rear of the procession, and when I 
heard the news that it had safely reached the end of 
the wharf, and that the cutter was steaming out to 
sea, I returned to my ofHce. 

I remained in my office until about 8.30 P. M., revis- 
ing my speech for the paper of Saturday, and went 
over to Parker's to tea with Horace Gray. While 
at tea, the bells rang for nine o'cloek. I remarked 
to Gray that I had lost the nine o'clock coach, and 
must either wait a half hour or walk out. Just then 
Bui'lingiime came up and proposed that we walk out 
together. I acceded to the proposal and waited 
some twenty minutes or so for him to finish his tea, 
and then we three started together. Gray left us at 
Pemberton Square, and Rnrlingame and I went on 
through Court Street. We had just passed Sto<]dard 
Street, walking on the left side of Court Street, go- 
ing towards Bowdoin Square, he on the inside and I 
on the outside, when I remember observing a commo- 
tion on my left as of people pushing, and instantly 
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I received a terrible blow over my right eye. I 
was stunned by it for a moment. Whether I was 
knocked down or not I do not know. I Krst remem- 
ber standing in the street, stupefied and bleeding, and 
thinking that I had been hit by some accident. I 
thought that an iron bar which is used to confine win- 
dow shutters had been suddenly thrown out and had 
hit nie, or that I had received a chance blow from 
some one in a quarrel at my side. I saw no man. 
The blow was from behind or at my side, and I do 
not distinctly remember seeing anything go across my 
sight, thougli I have some indistinct recollection of 
something like an arm or a stick passing across my 
sight. People came about me, and I recoUoct insist- 
ing u|>on it that I was not hit intentionally, until 
several told me they saw the man and the blow, and 
then I said to Burlingame, *^Well, we Ve kept the 
field." I walked to Dr. Salter's with Burlingame, 
when ho I(*ft me, to go to the police ofTit^c to lodge a 
complaint, and to the ncwspapera. Dr. SalU^r applied 
arniiMi oxto.rnally for nearly an hour, reducing the 
swelling considerably. The weight of the blow fortu- 
nately fell on the strong bone over the eye and on 
the cheek bone. If it had hit the eye, it would have 
destroyed it. If it had hit the temple, I have little 
doubt it would have broken it in. 

I was unarmed. Through the whole of these per- 
ilous days, in the midst of armed men, and in danger 
of being involved in a riot at any time, I yet deter- 
mined to go unarmed. I thought that as I had a 
professional duty to perform, which required all my 
powers and attention, I should be able to do it better 
an<l be loss likely to be involved in quarrels if en- 
tirely unarmed. I carried nothing, therefore, but a 
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heavy cane. But it would have made no differenc 
here, for I bad no time to lire, or even to look. M 
cane I miBBed when 1 came to in; senses. A mai 
behind me said that one of the men wlio came up t 
attack me took it awn;, just as the blow was strucli 

I had on gluBses, which I often wear in tlic ntghl 
to aid my aighL The riin and glass of the right oy 
were broken. 

Biirliiigame and I took a coach and rude out t 
Cambridge. It was nearly twelve o'clock, when 
reiiched home. Sarah had gone to bed. I took m 
light into her room, and told her of my injury, repn 
eenting it as a light matter, and not telling ber th 
full truth until the next day. 

From tlie story told by Burlingame and a Mi 
Perkins who was behind, it wonid seem that as 
passed Allen's saloon, where these rowdies cougrc 
gate, my name was called and two men came out, fol 
lowed UB a little way, and then one of them pushe< 
Burlingame aside and struck me this blow, wlietlie 
with fist nlone or not they cannot tell, and both ran 
Burlingnnifl pni-snod tlioin. Tliey ran through Alli>u' 
sitloon, and then into Stoddard Street, and into one c 
the gnmliling Haloons. As lin went into Stoildar 
Street the gnng of fellows growled out to Burlingam 
tn go ofi or he would get what he would not like, aii< 
he returned to look after me. 

During Saturday, Sunday and Monday I kep 
about, but my eye was swollen and blondsliot, but b; 
the middle of iho week it wiuj fully rotTOvered. 

A full report of my argument appuuraiu lho"Trai 
eller" of Saturday, June 8d, and in the "NewYorl 
Evening Post " of the same date. 

I have had letters of compliment and congratnlatioi 
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and condolence and sympathy from all quarters, 
which Iiave been very gratifying to me; and, for 
once since 1848, my position seems to be in accord- 
ance with that of the powera tliat be in Boston. The 
change wrought by the Nebraska Bill is astonishing. 
The moderate Whigs, who doubted and distrusted 
Mr. Webster's courae in 1850, are out clear and Arm, 
and full of sympathy for us. The " Webster Whigs," 
if anything, feel worse than any others. They feel 
to blame. They feel that they have been deceived 
by the South, and that they have misled others. I 
do not know how many who hardly spoke to me from 
1850 to 1853, and whom I beard of in all quarters 
us sp(Mkiiig against mo bitterly, come up to me with 
the freedom and warmth of old friends, and talk as 
though there had never been any difference between 
us. This is not always easy to bear. But it is so 
gratifying a sign, that I can waive the personal ad- 
van tiige I might take if I pleased. 

On Weilncsday they arrested a man on suspicion of 
being my ^issaulter. He is a very strong man, a bully, 
going by the alisises of Oxford, lluxford and Sullivan. 
He pretended not to know me when I came into 
court, and asked in a very loud tone, ^^ Which of 
those gentlemen is Mr. Dana?" and asked me, after 
I had stated the charges, whether I had ever seen him 
before. I asked him, by a lucky thought, if he was 
not one of the United States marshaFs ^* guard." 
He said be was. I then asked him if he did not stay 
in the court-room, after the decision was given, and 
after the room was cleared. He said that he did. 

Now it is quite impossible that he did not know 
me, as I had been before the guard constantly for five 
days, and making an argument of four houre. 
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June 25. Sunday. The excitement from the Fugt* 
tive Slave case has not yet psissed away, and the case 
and its attendant circumstance's, the military govern- 
ment we were under, and our relations with tlie gen- 
eral government, are constant subjects of exciting 
interest. P. W. Chandler has written a series of arti- 
cles in the *^ Daily Advertiser" on the martial law 
which we were all put under. These articles have 
been temperate and clear and have commanded gen« 
eral assent. B. F. Hallettmade a ridiculous attempt 
to answer them in the ** Courier." Colonel Thomas 
has replied in the ** Post," to much more purpose than 
Hallett, but not successfully. Chandler proves that 
the act of the mayor was illegid an<l (hat (ho city wsis 
under martial law all day, unlimited discretion being 
lodg<Ml with Otaieral Edmands, and {Kiwerof life and 
death delegated down to the commanders of posts 
at the heads of alleys and lanes, the crowd being 
nowhere told to disperse or in any respect treated as 
riotei*s, and indeed no civil officer was upon the spot. 

The change in public sentiment on the slave ques- 
tion is very great. Men who were hostile or unpleas- 
ant in 1851 are now cordial and complimentary, and 
the prevailing talk among merchants and lawyers is 
thsit of hostility to slavery and the slave-power. It 
is all fair weather sailing now. This case is precisely 
the same as that of Sims. But then we were all 
traitors and malignants, now we are heroes and patri- 
ots. The truth is, Daniel Webster was strong enough 
to subjugate, for a time, the moral sentiment of New 
England. He was defeated, killed, and now is de- 
tected. He deceived half the North, but they are un- 
deceived. He does not stand as he' did six months 
ago. 
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80. Friday. To-day I had an illustration of the 
outrageous operation of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
Smith, the caterer, called upon me about his foreman, 
Robinson, who was in some danger, tis they thought. 
I told him to send Robinson to me, and in the after- 
noon he came in and told me his story. He wsis the 
slave of Messi*s. Lumpkins & Logtm, slave-traders 
in Richmond, Virginia. He was the foreman and 
overaeer of their establishment, very much trusted by 
them, and liiid charge of their gangs of slaves, which 
they collected for sale and to send to the New Orleans 
market. They sent him from Richmond in a vessel 
bound to New Orleans with a cargo of forty-eight 
shivt'fl. Thoy wcMO driven by stress of woatluM- off their 
course and wrecked on one of the British West In- 
dia Islands, where the negroes were all liberated by 
the local courts. Robinson came to Boston, lie had 
given his word to his owners, when he left Richmond, 
that if he was alive he would meet one of the Mr. 
Lumpkins in New Orleans at such a time. He felt 
bound to keep his word, and went there and staved 
over his time, and his master did not come. He then 
returned to Bost(m and established himself. This 
was in 1840. In 1842 Mr. Lumpkins came to Boston 
and inquired for him. As there was no such abom- 
inable law {US that of 1850 then in op<M*ation, and lit- 
tle or no fear of recapturo was fc^lt, he went to see 
him at the Tremont House. Mr. Lumpkins asked 
him about the loss of the vessel, what had become of 
the men, etc. Another Southern man was present 
and asked Lumpkins: ^^ Is that one of your boys?" 
**No," said Lumpkins, ** he was, but he is now a free 
man.*' Lumpkins made no claim or pretence of a 
claim. Now this Mr. Lumpkins is in Boston inquir- 
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ing for R(»bin8on, and he ilt^sired my opinion whether 
it W2IS safe for htm to be about here. I wiis obliged 
to say to him tliat he was free, and that his former 
master had no more right to carry him olT than lie 
had to carry me, but that there was a legul certainty 
that he would be deliyered up to him if he mtide i\ 
claim. The reason was this: All the claims now 
made are enforced by tnmscripts of records. If his 
master claims him, he will no^ doubt have a record. 
This record will be conclusive of the fsicts of slavery 
and escape. The defence itself would admit the iden- 
tity, and the commissioner would be concluded by the 
record on the other points. He could not even hear 
the defi*nco. Thus a free man would be sent in^i 
slavery. Nor is it necessary to suppose perjury or 
bad faith, for no doubt men in Virginia would call 
this an *^ escape" under the stiitute, and swear to his 
being still his slave, and perhaps magistrates in Vir- 
ginia would sustain the doctrine so far as to grant the 
record. People will never see the damnable charac- 
ter of the tenth section of that act until a few atrocious 
cases shall have arisen. 

September 10. Sumner spent the evening with 
me. He says that when he is in executive session 
of the Senate, with closed doors and sworn keep- 
ers, he feels as if he were in the cabin of a pirate, 
sitting around a council board, at which the various 
projects of pii*acy sire discussed, one proposing a 
dt^sccnt upon the Gold Coast, another a visit to the 
Mtnlitermiican, and anotluT a cruise for homewanl 
bound Indiainen. 

I asked him if he meant, seriously, that their spirit 
was such as to bring up the comparison to his mind. 
** Seriously,*' said he, ^* I do mean so. That is just 
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it. Tlieir spirit is tliat of pinites. They do not 
seem to be aware of it, but they talk like pirates. 
They speak of getting Cub.i and getting tlie Amazon, 
and this and that, in disregard of all principles of 
the law of nations, and of common faith/' 

lie said he Inid often been tempted to tell the 
American people, or give them some hint of how 
these sessions are conducted, but he feared that al- 
though he should reveal no particulars, yet it might 
be called a violation of secrecy. So, too, as to the 
Dominations to office ; said he, *^ Since I have been in 
the Senate, some thousands of nominations have been 
acted upon, and whether confirmed or rejected, the 
test opc^nly and unblushingly put now, in debate, by 
Senators, is the test of fidelity to the slave-power. 
At first it was the Fugitive Slave Law. Now it is 
Nebraska. It is not enough that he be of the ruling 
party, the least suspicion of infidelity to the Southern 
policy of the p^irty is fatal. The most minute and 
gossiping rvidiMu*!* is gone into, on each side, pro nnd 
con, to prove or throw in doubt the position of the 
nominoo, but the fitncHS for the oflico is not alluded 
to. Only in two instances, positively, only in two 
instances, can I remember that the moral character 
or fitness of the nominee have been alluded to.*' 

September, I take to myself the entire credit 
of the cas«5 of the Orkney, just decided by Judge 
Sprague. It presented the question directly what 
the rule whs when a steamer meets a sail vessel going 
free, whether each should keep to the right, or the 
sail vessel should keep on her course and the steamer 
avoid her, and whether, if the latter, the steamer must 
go to t1i(^ ri^ht, or had her choice of sides. In this 
csisc the sail vessel kept to the right and the steamer 
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to the left, and they were in collision. I wiis counsel 
for tlie steamer, and in order to prevail we must 
establish three things: (1) That a sail vessel going 
free, meeting a steamer, must keep her course ; (2^ 
that the steamer must do all the avoiding ; (8) that 
the steamer had her choice of which side she will go. 
A recent case of Dr. Lushington's, The City of Lion- 
don (4 Notes of Cases), was directly against me. He 
held that in such case each vessel must kc^p to the 
right 

I examined carefully every case of collision in 
England or America, and made up my mind that 
there was a rationale which lay at the bottom of the 
whole law of collision which had never U^cn ex- 
pounded or even hinted by any judge or conimontsi- 
tor, and which, if sustained, would overturn Dr. 
Lushington's decision and give nie my case. I pre- 
sented it in full to Judge Spi^ague, in an argument of 
nearly four hours long, illustrating and enforcing it 
in every way in my power. I acknowledged it to be 
new, but told him that by propounding and enforcing 
it, he could do for the law of collision what the great 
J^ord Holt did for the law of bailments in Coggs v. 
Bernard. The result was that, after a deliberation 
of ten days or so, Judge Sprague adopted and sanc- 
tioned it entirely, overruled the City of London, and 
gave me my case, and, what was more gratifying still, 
he adopted not only my positions but my reasons, 
and did not add anything material to my argument. 

1 have a right to take some pride in this, and the 
entire credit. 

The following correspondence explains itself and com- 
pletes tlie record of Mr. Dana's connection with the fugitive 
slave cases, a record no line of which he or his could ever 
wish to blot 
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June 15, 1854. 

R. H. Dana, Jr., Esq. 

We are direcfced by the Vigilance Cominittee of Boston 
to offer you their most sincere thanks for the prompt de- 
votion with which yoa hastened to the protection of Anthony 
Burns, and to assure yon of their profound appreciation of 
the e1cN|ucMic*o and ability with which ho was defended. 

While recognizing tlie disinterestedness which led you to 
proffer your services without a fee, they beg leave to in- 
close the accompanying check, not as compensation, but as 
grateful acknowledgment merely of your efforts to aid them 
in securing justice to fugitive and freeman. 

In behalf of tlie Executive Committee of tlie Vigilance 
Committee, 

Wendell Phillips. 

June 15, 1854. 

Wendell Phillips, Esq. 

In belmlf of the Executive Committee of the Vigilance 
Committee of Boston. 

Dear Sir^ — I have just received your note of 
yesterday, conveying to ine, in very gratifying tt*rms, 
assurnnces of tlie feelings entertained by the society 
you n»|)roflent respecting my servict^s in the recent 
case of Anthony Burns. 

They give me more credit than I aro willing to 
receive. The good fortune which is said to attend 
early rising made me one of the first of the members 
of the bar, if not the Hrst, to hoar that there wius a 
man in custody as a shive in the court room. To ren- 
der myself at once on the spot, and to offer my pro- 
fessional services to him and to those who were com- 
ing forward as his friends, wn.s an act I trust natural 
to me, and reqnirini^ no effort or sacrifice. Many 
(»tlierH would have done the same, and no doubt did 
as fast as they heard the intelligence. I have done 
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80 ill the ca8(*8 of uUeged slaves in Boston heretofore, 
and so have othera, and I hope the members of the 
bar in Massachusetts will never fail to be retuly to 
render this service giutuitously to the cause of hu- 
manity and liberty. A portion of my time, and the 
application of such influence and ability as I may 
possess, is the only contribution I have to make. 
Others contribute of their means and powers, all in 
their vairious ways, and many lit gitsat sacrifice and 
with little or no i*eturu even in the way of acknowl- 
edgment. 

Lfooking upon the matter in this light, while I 
thank the committee for their kind words of ap- 
proval, and for the subtlety of .good taste which led 
them to draw a distinction between compensation 
and an a(*.know lodgment of a gratuitous service, I am 
sui'e the committee will not think me in the least dis- 
respectful to them when I say that in whatever form 
their politeness may cast the offer, I am not willing 
to retain the check which accompanies your note. 
Reside my own feeling in the matter, which would 
be conclusive with me, I would not have the force of 
the precedent which has been set iii the trials for 
freedom in Massachusetts thus far, impaired in the 
least, for the honor of my profession and the welfare 
of those in peril. 

I beg you to express to the committee my sense of 
their attention, and believe me, 

Yours truly, 

UrcirAHi> H. Dana, Jr. 

BoflTOMf Januarif 1, 1855. 

Richard H. Dana, Jr., Esq. 

Dear Sir, — Some of our fellow-citizens have charged 
me with the grateful duty of transmitting to you tlie accom- 



1855. RENDITION OF ANTHONY BURNS. 298 

panying piece of plate, which we beg you to accept as a 
mark of our appreciation of the zeal, patience and ability 
with which you managed the defence of Anthony Burns. 

You have declined all pecuniary compensation for these 
laborious and painful services, and we do not hope to add, 
by this gift, to the satisfaction you must experience from 
the faithful performance of a great and humane duty, but 
we rather seek our own gratification in tlms asking you to 
preserve and hanfl down to your children and your cliil- 
dren*s children this record of your noble act, as one of the 
many evidences (their richest inheritance) of a useful, honors 
able and Christian life. 

Accept at the same time our heartfelt wishes, that the 
year now ojiening may be blessed to you and yours, and ex- 
empted from the sorrows and trials which you have sliared 
witli us in the year just closed. 

Respectfully yours, 

R. £. Apthorp, Committee. 

Camhriogr, Januarg 4, 1855. 

RoREUT E. Aptiioup, Rrquiue: 

Dear Sir^ — The labors of a lawyer are ordina- 
rily devotiMl to questions of property between man 
and man. He is to be congratulated if, though but 
for once, in any signal cause he can devote them to 
the vindication of any of the great primal rights af- 
fecting the highest interests of man. 

I have always regarded the part I was able to take 
in the defence of Anthony Burns as a privilege for 
whirh I ought rather to give than to receive remu- 
neration. The unsuccessful issue of that trial and 
the huiniliiitions, neither few nor small, which at- 
tended and followed it, permit us to look back upon 
it only with the most p<'\inrnl emotions. The only 
bright recollection is that there were some, among 
whom are those who join with you in this testimonial, 
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who, with you, stood by him in his hour of need, 
with the aid of their countenance, their chanicters, 
their fortunes, at some peril eyen to their lives, to 
save him, and in him the cause of humanity and the 
fair fame of Massachusetts. It was my lot to aid in 
the way most appropriate and convenient, the way of 
my profession. 

You have thought proper to present to me this 
beautiful gift, on the beginning of a year, which we 
hope luis written against it in Heaven's ordinal no 
such bitter draught for Massachusetts. 

I shall always look upon it rather as a memorial 
of the event, than as a testimonial to myself ; and I 
shall teach my children, to whom you kindly refer, 
when they read my name, which you have placed 
upon it, to regard me rather as the representative of 
the donora themselves, than as entitled to any pecul- 
iar personal merit. But as an evidence of the kind 
feeling of so many of my fellow-citizens, and as a 
grateful remembrance of your friendship, I shall 
claim in it a peculiar property. 

Very truly yours, 

Richard H. Dana, Jb. 

The piece of plate thus given was a salver bearing the 
following inscription : — 

TO 

RICHARD H. DANA, JR. 

FOB HIS 

MAKLT AKD GRATUITOUS DBrSNOB 

or THE 

UNAUBNABIJC RIQIFra 

OF 

ANTHONY BURNS, 

WHO WAS 

KIDNAPPED AT BOSTON, MAY 24tH, 

AND DOOMKD TO ETERNAL BONDAGE. JuNB 2d, 1854. 



FROM A FEW OF HIS FELLOW CITIZENS. 
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Ainoii^ tlio Imoks in Mr. Daiia*8 library is a copy of 
Campbeirs Specimens of the British Poets, given to him in 
1853. To the fly-leaf of the volume is attached a letteri 
touching in its simplicity, which reads as follows : — 

Mr. Richard Dana : 

Respected Slr^ — I received tlie money witliout any 
trouble whatever. 

Yesterday I went round to the friends in Cambridge to 
return their money, and only one family that would receive 
it I was advised by Mr. Longfellow to put the remainder 
into the bank for my own beneflt Please to accept Uiis 
book as a small token of my rcH|>ect for your uiitiriiig ex- 
ertions not only in my cause, but in being a friend in ail 
cases to a proscribed race. Respectfully, 

RosANNB Taylor. 



In an earlier portion of this narrative Dana's connection 
with the fugitive slave cases was referred to as the ^' one 
great act of his life ; " and the strong expression was then 
ventured, Uiat " the man who holds Uiat record in his hand 
may stand with head erect at tlie bar of Anal judgment it- 
self." The rcconl is now complete, and S[)e«aks for itself ; 
no occasion ever again arose for Dana to take Ids stand 
by the side of a hunted slave. 

" But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then shall he sit on tlie throne of 
his glory. . . . 

*' And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me." 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE MABSHAL's GUABD. 

In the extracts from the diary contained in the last chapter 
there was a reference to the arrest of Huxf ord, that one of 
the ruffians who composed the United States marslial's guard 
during the hearing which preceded the rendition of Bums 
who immediately after, on the evening of Friday, June 2, 
assaulted Dana in Court Street Tlio story of Huxford's 
subsecpiunt flight to Louisiana, his being thciuw brought 
back to Massiichusetts on requisition and convicted of tlie 
assault, wiUi all the singular incidents of crimimd life con- 
nected wiUi Uiose events, was in subsequent years often told 
by Ehma, and in February, 1876, he made it the subject of a 
lecture which he delivered before the Young Ladies' Satur- 
day Morning Club. Tliis lecture pieces out and completes in 
a most interesting manner his narrative of the Bums case. 

Before giving those i)ortion8 of the lecture which are not 
taken from the diary, it will be well to reproduce the part 
of Dana's closing argument before Conmiissioner Loring 
which so exasperate<l the members of the marshal's g^ard. 
It constituted the exordium of what he then said, and at 
the time was very generally printed in tlie newspapers and 
commented upon. 

I congratuliite you, sir, that your labors, so anx- 
ious and painful, are di*awing to a ebrno. I congratu- 
late the Commonwealth of Miissachnsetts that she is 
to be relieved from that incubus which has rested 
on her for so many days and nights, making her to 
dream strange dreams and see strange visions. I 
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congratulate her that at length in due time, by leave 
of the marshal of the United States, and the dis- 
trict attorney of the United States, first had and ob- 
tained therefor, her courts may be reopened, and her 
judges, suitors and witnesses may pass and repass 
without being obliged to satisfy hirelings of the 
United States marshal and bayoneted foreigners, 
clothed in the uniform of our army and navy, that 
they have a right to be there. I congratulate the city 
of Boston that her peace here is no longer to be in 
danger. Yet I cannot but admit that while her 
peiu:e hero is in some danger, the pesice of all other 
parts of the city has never been so safe as while the 
mai-shiil h:is had his posse of specials in this court- 
house. Why, sir, people have not felt it necessary to 
lock their doors at night, the brothels are tenanted 
only by women, fighting-dogs and racing-horses have 
been unemployed, and Ann Street and its alleys and 
cellars show signs of a coming millennium. 

I congratnlsite, too, the government of the United 
States that its legal representative can return to his 
appropriate duties, and that his sedulous presence will 
no longer be needed here in a private civil suit for 
the purpose of intimidation, a purpose which his 
effort the day before yesterday showed every desire 
to effect, which, although it did not influence this 
court in the least, I deeply regret that your honor 
did not put down at once and bring to bear upon him 
the judicial power of this tribunal. I congratulate 
the marshal of the United States that the ordinary 
respectability of his character is no longer to be in 
danger from the character of the associates he is 
obliged to call about him. I congratulate the ofTicors 
of the army and navy that they can be relieved from 
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this service, wliicli as gentlemen and soldiers 8un*]y 
they despise, and can draw off tlieir non-Cfiuiniissioned 
officers and privsUes, both (h-nnk and sober, from this 
fortified slave-pen to the custody of the forts and 
fleets of our country, which have been left in peril 
that this great republic might add to its glories the 
trophies of one more captured slave. 

The following are the material portions, not already given 
in the diary, of the lecture describing tlie arrest of Hox- 
ford, one of the '* associates " whom Marshal Freeman was 
** ohliged to call about him." It will be remembered that 
the narrative was prepared in 1876, twenty-two years after 
Uie events described in it took place, and eleven years after 
tlio close of the rohcllion. 

Looking upon this assembly I am reminded that a 
gem*ratiou is growing np which does not rememl>er, 
and will hardly believe, that slavery was the public 
law of half of this republic, and that the slave-power 
ruled all in its politics. Prom the institution of the 
government until the civil war there were nineteen 
presidential terms. Of these the North held six, the 
South thirteen. The South held the chief-justiceship 
of the Supreme Court for sixty-three successive years, 
and there was not an hour from the adoption of the 
Constitution until the civil war when a majority of 
that court were not slave-holders, although the free 
States furnished more than three quarters of its busi- 
ness. When there were five judges the South had 
throe, when thore were seven it had four, when there 
were nine it luul five. 'Yhvi 8hive-[)Ower ruled the 
army and navy, West Point and Annapolis. No 
man could be appointed a teacher in either of those 
institutions who was suspected of anti-slavery opin- 
ions, and such opinions clogged the advancement and 
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made the life uncomfortable of auy officer of the army 
or navy ; and I doubt if a man with such opinions 
could have held a clerkship in any department in 
Washington, and the capital wsis slave soil, with its 
slave-markets and slave-jails. No man suspected of 
such opinions could hold any office requiring confirma- 
tion by the Senate. In 1859-60 I made the circum- 
navigation of the globe, and in every port I visited I 
called upon the American consul, and I never saw one 
who was not either an advocate of slavery or a willing 
or silent servant of the slave-power. Jn no consulate 
could an anti-slavery newspaper be found, and I believe 
that if any consul Wiis detected in subscribing for the 
"New York Tribune " or " Evening Post " he would 
have been removed. To our ship-m.isters and foreign 
ship-masters and supercargoes in all foreign lands the 
republic showed only its slavery side, and the same 
may be said substantially of our foreign embsiRsies. 

At home the slave-power was steadily advancing. 
From six states it had risen to fifteen. Our ancestors 
had prohibited slavery in all the then territories of 
the UnitiMl SUitc^s not formed intostatcM. The South 
obtained the decision of the Supreme Court in 1856 
that slavery could not be prohibited in any territory 
either by Congress or by the territory itself. This 
doctrine was adoptcul by the Democratic party. In 
18r)0 Congress passed the infamous Fugitive Slave 
Law which deprived the colored people of the free 
states of all the traditional guaranties of freedom, 
and brought the slavc^-huntera to our doors, and con- 
verted our court-houses and jails into barracoons. 
The slave-power expected, in the Lemmon Case, and 
I do not doubt would have obtained a decision of the 
Supreme Court, that slave-masters residing in a free 
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state for temporary purposes, sis for education, health 
or summer resort, could hold their slaves here, aud 
compel our magistrates and police to aid tliem in their 
discipline. 

I will not go further into details. This generation 
can hardly believe to what an extent the slave-power 
had subdued, overawed, and at least neutralized the 
anti-slavery sentiment of the North between 1886 
and 1860. 

I have thought these remarks necessary that you 
might better understand my narrative, the scene of 
which is laid in Boston in 1864. • • . 

Saturday^ May 27. Coming into town from 
Cambridge this morning, I learned the exciting and 
serious events of the night before. I hsid conrnu^d 
my attention to the work before me, and purposi^ly 
kept myself ignomnt, as far as possible, of names and 
things connected with any forcible violation of law. 
What I now state was, much of it, learned after- 
wards, some of it since the war and the abolition of 
slavery. There had been a plan to rescue Burns, 
which was kept very quiet, to be carried out mostly 
by men from the country, especially from the town of 
Worcester. It was understood, or thought to be, that 
preparations should be made in the afternoon, and 
tluit when all was ready a signal should be given at 
the meeting at Faneuil Hall, and the entire force of 
the meeting should be directed against the court- 
house. Dr. S. G. Howe,^ whose name we utter with 
bated breath, Colonel 'l\ W. lli^ginson, then a young 
writer and lecturer, and Martin Stowellof Worcenler, 
were among those looked to, to lead the attaitk. The 
signal was given at the meeting, but the meeting was 

1 Dr. Howe died Janaary 9, 1876. 
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violent, and it was either not known or misunderstood, 
and the crowd blocked the egi*e8s, and only Higginson, 
of the leaders, who did not go to Faneuil Hall, but 
devoted himself to the preparations, was in Court 
Square. Only the light stuff of the meeting Ciime to 
the square at first and precipitated an atbick which 
they were by no means ready to foUow up. How 
nmch of this, if anything, the speakers at Faneuil 
Hall knew, I cannot tell ; but their speeches were 
deprecatory of mobs and violence. Mr. Phillips es- 
pecially implored them to await the decision of the 
commissioner, — that it would be time enough to 
attempt a rescue if the decision should be adverse. 
But about nine o'clock somebody called out that the 
mob was attiicking the court-house ; the cry ** To the 
court-house I to the court-house ! '' was raised, the 
audience became ungovernable, poured out through 
the doors, and made for Coui*t Square. This precipi- 
tated an ill-prepared and premature attack. A large 
stick of timl)cr, which had been deposited in an alley 
for the attack, was seized and used to batter down one 
of tlio small doors. 'J1ic marshal, though not antici- 
pating the attack, wsis not entirely unprepared. He 
had in the course of the day collected an extra force 
of about fifty men who were armed with cutlasses. 
They were stationed mainly behind the door which 
was Jittacked. The door was several times forced and 
closed again, and Mr. Higginson and two or three 
others entered. All who entered were educated men, 
Harvard College graduates, but found themselves 
confronted b}' this force with drawn wesipons, and 
deserted by the crowd. No one else seems to have 
atl.<*mpled to en(^»r. Higginson reeeived a cut across 
the chin, the scar of which he still bears, and other 
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rongli handling, and with his two or throe sapporters 
was forced back into the street. lie ciillcd out from 
the steps, *' You cowards I will you desert us now?*' 
But there was no orgiinized following, and the i>olice 
bad already got among them and seized some dozen 
or more and carried them off to the watch-house. 
Dr. Howe, Martin Stowell and others reached the 
square, but too late, and the attack came to an end. 
I know of one attempt Dr. Howe made to give the 
mob a chance, after he got there, but none availed 
themselves of it, with the one serious result that a 
truckman named I^atchelder, who had volunteered on 
this as on the previous occasion to assist in arresting 
and guarding fugitive slaves, was killed by a stab 
while forcing back the door. 

This failure put an end to all further efforts at a 
rescue, for the marshal soon became fully prepared. 
Looking from my window u[K>n the west front of the 
court-house this morning it presented a strange aspect. 
It wsis fully garrisoned. A body of the United States 
troops from Fort Warren, under Major Ridgley, 
and a company of marines from the Navy Yard at 
Charles tow II, under Major Dulany, and a company of 
artillery were stati(med in the eourt-house, and an- 
other company of artillery in the adjacent city hall, 
and sentries guarded every access to the court-house 
and lined its passageways, and one or more field- 
pieces, loaded with small shot, were planted in the 
square. 

Perhaps T ought to explain to the younger part of 
the audience that although the court-house belonged 
to the state, a few rooms at the northerly end of it 
had been leased to the United States for judicial pur- 
poses, and the government had there a court- room 
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and smaller rooms for clerksi marshals and juries. 
But the guard which the marshal placed took posses- 
sion of the entire court-house, and no one could 
enter it or pass through its passages, except through 
files of soldiers, and after satisfying the persons in 
charge of each lociility, who were often irresponsible 
men, temporarily appointed. Attempts were made 
to hold the state courts during the next week, but 
were soon abandoned. 

The bearing had been appointed for ten o'clock this 
morning. Passing the sentries at every door and 
angle, to whom I refused to give any siocount of my- 
self, requiring them to send for the officer in com- 
mand, I went into the court-room with Mr. Ellis. 
The commissioner was in his seat. Burns at the 
prisoner's dock, and Suttle and his counsel at a table 
within the bar. There were no men bearing arms 
openly within the room, but on the benches next the 
bar and in the jury scats was a body of 120 men, 
known ns the marshaVs guard, to whom my story par- 
ticularly relates. When the marshal found himself 
in danger, he thought it b(*st, besides the troops, to 
have a small body of men not soldiers to be the es- 
pecial guard over Burns as well as protectors to him- 
self. There was at this time in Boston a notorious 
man whose name, as it is now twenty-one years ago, 
and he loft Boston soon after, I feel at liberty to give. 
lU) wiva an lUilian named Lnigi Varrell or Varelli, 
but popularly called Loni Varrell or Loui Clark, the 
n:inie under wliich he was naturalized. A few years 
before he had been tried for his life for the murder of 
a woman whom he called Mrs. Clark who, if I reeol- 
lect right, was thrown from Charlestown bridge. The 
government was not able to convict liini . He kept a 
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gambling hell und ti liquor sliup, and was engaged in 
hoi'se-racing, dog-fighting, prize-fighting and other 
equally reputable employmontB. lie was a clear- 
headed, capable fellow, and though vindictive and 
passionate on occasions was cool in business, and 
made money out of the paissiuns of others, lie was a 
kind of king among the low classes of men who re- 
sorted to his places, and whom he more or less em- 
ployed. There was at the same time a Mrs. Clark 
who contributed to swell the revenues of the joint 
concern by other methods. This was the man for the 
sudden and peculiar needs of the marshal. He sent 
for him, and in four hours Varr^ 11 had the guard col- 
lected, armed and in the court -liotiso. As they sat 
round the sides of the bar they showed no weapons, 
but each man had a revolver and a knife under his 
loose sacque coat. Varrell, short, stout-built, dark- 
complexioned, with a quick, black eye and heavy 
brow, stood a little aside keeping a good watch over 
everything. A friendly bystander who knew the 
world told me something about this guard, and iden- 
tified one of tlicMii as Tyrrel, who was triced and not 
convicted for the murder of a woman in the West 
End, and another who served his time in the state 
prison for robbing Trott & Currier's jewelry store. 
They were certainly what is familiarly called a hard- 
looking set. Mr. Andrews, the ex-jailer, says he finds 
forty-five among them who at various limes had been 
his |)ri8oner8. 

Mr. Ellis and I again moved ftir a postponement 
till Monday. It was opposed earnestly by the coun- 
sel for Suttle, which gave me the opportunity I wanted 
for a speech. The commissioner again gnmted our 
request, and the hearing was postpomd till ten 
o'clock on Monday. 
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I do not purpose to c;irry you thi'ough the trial or 
its incidents. Tbey occupied Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, on which day the arguments were fin- 
ished. The commissioner adjourned the hearing to 
Frifhiy morning, when he was to give his decision. 
For seven (hiys the court-house was held in the charge 
of the tioops and the marahars guard. There were 
about sixty nuirines from the Navy Yard, and about 
one hundred and twenty regulars from Foi*t Warren, 
as I have said. These guarded the doors and passage- 
ways in all the stories. The body-guard under Louis 
Clark slept and ate in the building, most of them in 
the court-room itself. The court-house hsid the h)ok 
of a garrison, the regulars lolling out of windows and 
hanging al)out the doors, most of them foreigners, as 
was the csise with our army then, some of the lazy 
hounds stretched on benches, or diverting themselves 
in the small rooms with cards and pipes* There were, 
bosidrs, conlons of city i>oiice. So long as they at- 
tempted to keep open the state courts, there were sev- 
eral instances of diiGcultyand obstruction to litigants, 
witnesses and jurors coming to and from the court- 
rooms. Attempts were made by certain barristers to 
procure an order from the state courts requiring at 
leiLst one door and passage to be kept open and 
guarded by ofFicers of the court ; but no judge was 
found who seemed willing to issue the order or even 
to summon the United States marshal before him 
and insist upon satisfactory arrangements. 

The state of things was so portentous that on Sat- 
urday morning the counsel for Suttle, with his con- 
sent, oponcd ncj;oti:itii>n8 for the sale of Hums, or, 
more strictly, for his emancipation. They were met 
by the Ilev. Mr. Grimes, who spent nearly the whole 
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day and evening in procuring the requii*ed sura of 
money, which was $1,200. The negotiations got so 
far that the necessary paper wns drawn up and the 
money secured, when they were broken ofiE by the in- 
tervention of the United States attorney. This offi- 
cer had no function whatever to perform in the case. 
It was a private question of one man's claim to the 
possession of another, and the United States was in 
no sense a party ; but the attorney insisted that the 
emancipation should not take place, that the law 
should be vindicated, and if the decision was against 
Burns he should be actually taken back to Virginia, 
and there delivered into the custody of his owner, 
after which the owner might, if hu ssiw fit, take the 
money and execute the papers. The cciminissioiier 
who was to try the ctuio <liil his utniOHt lo rarry out 
the negotiations, but the voice of the United States 
attorney prevailed, and Suttle refused to go any far- 
ther, but said he would sell him after he had got 
him to Virginia. The United States attorney acted 
under orders from the Cabinet at Washington, with 
whom he was in constant connnnniaition by tele- 
graph. Thus the negotiations broke off, and the 
trial proceeded. 

On Friday, Jnne 2d, in a crowded court-room be- 
fore a most anxious audience, with still larger crowds 
from all parts of the Commonwealth, drawn to Bos- 
ton by their intense interest, the commissioner gave 
his decision. It was in favor of the claimant, remand- 
ing Burns into his custody. 

The preparations made by the marshal were of an 
imposing character. The adjutant general of the 
United States army had been ordered by the Pres- 
ident to Boston, empowered to take United States 
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troops from New York, who were kept in readiness 
to move. The entire police force of Boston was in 
service. On the requisition of the mayor, portions 
of the state militia, consisting of a battalion of dra- 
goons, a regiment of artillery and two of infantry, 
were paraded. Their function, as ofTicially stated, 
was to preserve the peace. The United Stjitc^sgov- 
ernment chartered a steamer, which lay at a wharf 
near the foot of State Street, to transport Burns, with 
a portion of the regulars, to the United States rev- 
enue cutter, which lay at anchor below, prepared to 
carry him to Norfolk. The militia who had been 
called out wore posted along Court Street and Slate 
Street from the court-house to the wharf. Court 
Square was held by the regular artillery and their 
cannon. The militia were drawn up across every 
street or alley that led to or from Court or State Street, 
at a little distsmce up the street or alley, so that the 
people should be kept bar.k, and there should be no 
access to tlie route of the procession. The marahars 
guard formed immediately sibout Burns, in front, 
behind and on each side. They no longer concealed 
their weapons, but each man wore a short Roman 
sword and a revolver. Within the hollow square 
were the marshal and Burns. Before them were the 
cavalry and a part of the regulars, and behind an- 
other portion of the regulars, with their cannon. 
The streets were to a great extent hung in black, and 
mottoes indicating indignation or shame were sus- 
]>ended from windows, and, as the procession moved, 
there were almost incessant hissings and low cries of 
" shame, shame," although there were no attempts at 
violence. . . . 

I was detained in town until late in the evening. 
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Mr. Anson Burliiigsime, Horace Gniy (now Chief 
Justice) and I took tea together at Parker^s, talking, 
gloomily enough, over the events of the day. Some 
of the marshal's deputies, and others vtrho had Yoliin- 
teered with them, were having a high supper at other 
tables, making themselves conspicuous by loud, tri- 
umpliant tiilking. Being too late for the nine o^clock 
omnibus (for half-hour omnibuses were the only com- 
munication with Cambridge at that time), Burlingame 
and I agreed to walk out together, as we hiid often 
done before. Mr. Gray left us at Pemberton Square, 
and Burlingame and I went along Court Street on 
the left side, I walking on the outside next the street. 
We passed Stoddard Avenue, a vile neighborhood, 
and had nearly reached tlie Revere House, when I 
noticed that some one crowded Mr. Burlingsime away 
from me, and I felt myself struck a very heavy blow 
on the head, — I thought for the moment it was by 
an iron bar, — and the next I knew was that I was 
picking myself up from the pavement, a little stunned, 
and pretty well covered with blood. A crowd soon 
got about me, and a man who gave his name as Per- 
kins, and seemed friendly, said I had been struck 
by a man from behind, and that two men had iurncMl 
and inn back towards Stoddard Avenue, Mr. Burlin- 
game pursuing them. Burlingame soon rejoined me, 
and I went to the house of a neighboring physician, 
and after some two hours of rest and csire there we 
went out in a coach to Cambridge. He told me that 
seeing me fall and two men running away, ho fol- 
lowed them as far as Allen's saloon, into which they 
ran, when a crowd of rough fellows blocked his way 
in a threatening manner, — " You 'd better be off from 
here,'" — and he came back to look after me. The 
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blow had fallen upon tlie thick sti-ong bone just over 
the right eye, and the physician said that my fail and 
bleeding had probably prevented congestion, and that 
had the blow fallen a trifle lower I might have lost an 
eye, or if a trifle higher it might have broken in the 
temple. As it was, I e8ca|>ed all serious consequences, 
and was at my of lice the next day. 

The city offered a large reward, but I had no belief 
that the man would be discovered, and neither Bur- 
lingame nor I could have identified him. 

During all the exciting scenes of the last week, 
when so many were armed, I carried no weapon, and 
pui'|)oscly. I hud a S|)ecial duty to perform, purely 
civil in its character, and I felt that I should do it all 
the better if I relied on nothing but civil and moral 
power. 

About a week after this assault there came into 
my office a small, thin, dark, sharp-eyed man, who 
must see me alone, and announced himself as Heath, 
a detective. 

" 1 've got your man, Mr. Dana.'* 

"Well, where is he?" 

" I have n't arrested him yet. I want you and 
Mr. Burlingame to identify him." 

I repeat^ the circumstances, and assured Heath 
that neither Burlingame nor I could do anything 
toward identifying him. Heath was persistent and 
seemed really to think that we might do something 
to accommodate him, for he was after the reward. 
Being at hist convinced, he coskcd what he should do, 
having no proof. 

** Are you sure it is the man ? " 

" Yes, I know it is." 

** Then, if you know it, you can prove it." 
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** Oh, no, Mr. Dana. It ia n*t bo in our business.** 

Asking for an explanation, lie said that the police 
had some pei*8on in abnost every gsing of criniinuls 
on whom they had some hold, and from whom they 
would sometimes get information. Such persons were 
criminals themselves, discovered in some misconduct, 
whom the detectives *^ let up,'* on the understanding 
that they should occasionally give help. In this case 
the informant was a woman. 

*^ And you can^t use her as a witness ? *' 

** Oh, no, that will never do. It would cost her 
her life. Besides, we must keep faith with these 
people, or we lose all hold of them/' 

The man's name, he said, was Huxford. I advised 
Heath to arn^st liim if he was sure ho was the man. 

The next day Heath came in again. 

'^ I 've got him, sir. He 's in the i>olice court, and 
the judge wants you to come in." 

You may not all know — the ladies will, but 
some of the gentlemen may not — the law which 
governs cases of arrest. It is a part of our free system 
that if a man is arrested on suspicion of crime he is 
entitled to be examined immediately by a magis- 
trate, and if there is not proof enough to warrant his 
distention, he ia entitled to be discharged. As we 
had absolutely no proof, I expected to see Huxford 
discharged at once. I went into the police court, 
and took my seat in a small inclosnre occupied by 
lawyers. In the prisoner's box was a large, powerful 
man, with a big head, full neck, heavy brow, short 
cnt hair, with the regular prize-fighter look. A few 
minutes after I took my seat he asked, loud enough 
to be heard by the magistrate, and looking towards 
our seat, — 
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** Whicli of those genfclemen is Mr. Dana? " 

Ah I It is Beldom that a guilty man helps himself 
by anything he undertakes to say. Immediately it 
occurred to me, How do you know that either of 
those gentlemen is Mr. Diina? I was satisfied from 
this that he knew mo. 

The judge called up the case, and the man an- 
swered to the name of Henry Huxford. He was 
asked if he was ready to be examined. Fortunately 
for us, and it was his second and great mistake, he 
said he wjis not. " Why not? " He could prove that 
he was at home and abed at the time I was assaulted, 
and wished time to get his witnesses. Heath, who 
conducted the case, consented to a delay with well- 
alTected reluctance. The judge granted two days, 
with bail at #1,500. Immediately stepped forward 
Louis VaiTell. "Is he good?" said I to Heath. 
" He ? Yes. He 's good for $10,000 any time." I 
had gone upon the witness stand before the postpone- 
ment to st^ite what little I knew. The jndge swked 
II ux ford if ho wished to put any question to me. 
Here he made his third mistake. *^ Did you oversee 
me before, Mr. Dana? " If I had not l^een a lawyer 
I should probably have answered, ** Not that I re- 
member." But I replied, "Were you one of the 
marshaFs guard in the Burns case ? " 

I put this question at a venture, on the probability 
only. 

" Yes, sir," said Huxford. 

•' Then I have seen you before," said I. 

This confirmed the falsity of his first question. 
The idea that a man who had guarded Burns in the 
court- room five days, and seen and heard nie for 
hours every day examining witnesses and arguing 
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the case, should ask which of three or four gentlemen 
I wsLS was too preposterous. My replies probably con- 
finned riuxford's suspicions that we knew all about 
him. 

On the second morning Heath came in again. 

" He 's gone ! " 

" Who 's gone ? " 

*' Huxford. He *s off. He was off that afternoon.*' 

I said I supposed it was an arranged thing, — that 
the bail would be paid by contribution, perhaps the 
United States paying part. No I Heath was sure 
Huxford had run off and left Varrell in the lurcli. 
Varrell was in high wrath, had traced him to New 
York, wliere he had taken ship m a sailor to New 
Orleans, and was to get a warrant frarn the governor 
and go or send by mil to New Orleans and bring 
the man back. I was incredulous, but Heath was a 
better judge than I of such things. He said it was n't 
so much paying the bail that Varrell minded. It 
would never do for him to let one of these men get 
the better of him. His power over the whole class 
would be gone. They all knew that Huxford had 
cheated him, and it was worth everything to Varrell 
to get him back and put him in the dock. Varrell's 
counsel stated the facts to the court, and asked for a 
postponement long enough to enable Varrell to bring 
back his man. The judge asked what we had to say. 
Had it been left to me I should doubtless have either 
refused or consented outright. But every man to 
his trade. Ileal h wislietl to confer with Varrell, and 
I left it all to Heath, who was iii<h'ed the dorninus 
litis. What Heath told me the next day gave me 
a new idea of human ingenuity, to say nothing of 
honesty. He had sturdily refused to agree to a post- 
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ponement, and, when urged for a reason, said that 
he might lose his witnesses, — of which the virtuous 
Heath had not one, and did not expect to have. 
Huxford would try to prove an cUibiy and some wit- 
ness against him might fail. Varrell said he would 
furniMh wilncsscR. That was very well, but Heath 
w;w n't to b« cauight by wonls. H Varrell would fur- 
nish two witnesses who saw the whole thing, and 
they would make an aflidavit in writing to be left in 
Heath^s hands so that they could n*t change their 
testimony afterwards, and Varrell would be bail for 
their appearance iis witnesses in large sums, the mag- 
nanimous Heath would consent to a postponement. 
All this had been done, and Heath handed me the 
two affidavits. They were in due form and in full 
detail. The witnesses had been together Friday 
night at Alien's saloon, where Huxford and otliera 
of the marshal's guard, who had been paid oil, were 
celebrating their victory. The strong giislight in the 
street and the big bay window showed Burlingame 
and me passing by. *^ There goes Mr. Dana,*' said 
Huxford ; " I 'd like to give him his corn," and lie 
started out after me. The two witnesses, who weie 
young men, followed him and saw all that happened, 
the blow from behind, my fall, and Huxford passed in 
plain sight by them on his retreat to the saloon. The 
next uiorning they met him and gave him a wink. 
He asked them if they saw it, and told them to keep 
dark. Nothing could be more satisfactory than the 
t<'8timony, and Heath said the witnesses were nice 
boys. 

Varrell obtained the requisition from Governor 
Washburn, and sent o(T Heath, accompanied by a 
policeman named Jones, to New Orleans, duly em- 
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powered to secure tbe extradition of Huxford. The 
following narrative of the doings at New Orleans I 
had fram Heath himself. 

Arriving at New Orleans, Heath presented a letter 
of introduction to the chief of police, a man named 
James, of whose capacity and fidelity Heatli formed 
a high opinion. The ettprit de eorpi of the police* 
man was too strong even for his hatred of abolition- 
ists. He ilid n*t care what abolitionist the man had 
assaulted, if Heath wanted him he should have him. 
They went together to the Governor, and obtained the 
proper papers for the arrest. Here he learned more 
about Huxford. He bore a very bad character. He 
had lived in a street which the police never entered 
without a strong force, and had been sentenced to six 
months in the house of correction, but had not been 
committed, the case having been in some way post- 
poned by the assistance of an influential supporter of 
Huxford 8, General Quitman of Cuban filibuster no- 
toriety. Quitman was one of the officers of Lopezes 
expedition to Cuba where they were all taken and 
Lopez gaiToted, and the inferior officers and the men 
had been released on the intercession of our govern- 
ment. Huxford, who was best known in New Or- 
leans as Bill Sullivan, was one of Quitman's men, 
and had since been serviceable to him and others in 
politics as a shoulder -hitter, and was one of that 
infamous company called " Thugs," part of whose 
superfluous energies were devoted to managing pri- 
mary meodngH, guarding ballot-boxes and challeng- 
ing voters. 

A policeman of New Orleans named Howard was 
assigned to Heath, and they went together to the 
mouth of the river and there awaited at the pilot 
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station the airival of the ship in which Huxford had 
sailed. It was midsummer, intensely hot, the whole 
region sandy and muddy, and as disiigreeable as pos- 
sible. Heath made it bis business to secure the good 
will of tlie pilots, and offered a prize of five dollars 
to the niun who would first sight the ship, and ten 
to the man who would put him on board. On the 
morning of July 8 the ship was telegraphed, and 
Heath was put on board. Almost the first man he 
saw was Huxford. 

^^ Heath ! What in h — ^I do you want aboard this 
ship ? " 

*^ Bill, I want you, and I am going to have you.'* 
Bill took a different view of it, and scouted the 
idea of being taken out of the ship in the river where 
all the *' boys" would stand by him. The crew gath- 
ered about in a threatening way, prepared to stand 
by their shipmate. There Imd been for years a very 
bad state of things in the river. As soon as a large 
ship arrived she was boarded by runners and land- 
lords and low characters of all sorts who sometimes 
practically liad jwssession of the ship. A short time 
before a New England captain by the name of HoIme49, 
trying to enforce order among his crew, had been shot 
by one of these ruffians from on shore. The captain 
of this ship called Heath below into the cabin to 
examine his authority for the arrest, and Heath told 
Howard to keep a sharp eye on Bill and not let him 
get out of sight, and the mate had orders to let 
no boat board the ship. Heath found this captain a 
man determined to enforce order, with seven revol- 
vers loaded and at hand. Nobody, he said, should 
control his ship but himself. Being satisfied of 
Heath's authority, he told him he should have his 
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man, and tboy went on deck. Rut Huxford, id'uus Bill 
Sullivan, was not to be found. Howard, who turned 
out to be a nobody, said that Haxford*s wife, who 
was on board as a steerage passenger, had cried antl 
howled and set the crew all agog, and they had hus- 
tled Huxford out of his sight. The afternoon and 
evening were wasted in vain attempts to discover 
him. All boats were kept off from the ship, and two 
men had been obtained by signal to the pilot staition. 
Pistol in hand. Heath and an officer searched the 
forecastle and every part of the vessel where they 
thought it likely Huxford would be hid, the crew 
muttering and threatening but the captain and mate 
prepared for iight. Heath passed an anxious night, 
afraid to leave the deck. Toward morning, while it 
was still dark, he heard a splash in the water and ran 
forward, lie could see a board floating off with the 
tide and something large upon it, and Huxford*s wife 
was moaning and crying, and some of the men stood 
round jeering at Heath, — " There he goes. You 've 
lost him." 

Heath jumped into the rigging, drew his pistol and 
pointed toward the board, but he noticed that Mrs. 
Huxford was n't disturbed by it, and with that and 
the appearance of the object on the board and other 
symptoms he came to the conchision that it was not 
Huxford. 

That morning the steward's boy, a negro, told 
Heath he believed the man was in the galley ; but 
the galley was locked, and I lie key was lost. One 
door was locked but another was hooked inside. 
Heath found that a long knife slipped through the 
crack would lift the latch and he went in. There 
was nothing there but a coal box, with the lid closed. 
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that seemed quite too small to hold a big man. He 
raised the lid and out popped a pair of bare feet. He 
seized them and gradually dragged out Huxford. 

'* But, Heath, Huxford was a bigger man than 
you." 

*^ Yes, sir, but authority goes a great ways in all 
these cases." 

A more miserable object Heath said he had scarce 
over soon. Tho weather was hot and the galley was 
hotter yet and the coal box hotter still, besides being 
lined with coal dust, and Huxford was dripping with 
sweat, and his face looked like a leg of bacon that 
•had been hanging all day in a July sun. Heath had 
him out and got him aft, and made the most of his 
advantage and of the weak and forlorn condition of 
his prisoner. Huxford still persisted that he would 
not go to Boston, but said that if Heath would tsike 
him to New Orleans he would be all right there. 
Heath said that was just what he meant to do; (hat 
he meant to put him into the parish jail in New 
Orleans until a steamer sailed for the North. They 
then raino to terms. 

'* Now, Cocky," said Huxford (for Heath had a 
squint of one eye), *' you 're a man of your word. If 
you will give me your word that you *11 take me to 
New Orleans and put me in the parish jail, I '11 go 
with you and make no resistance." 

Heath told him that he should do (hat thing ex- 
actly. In such cases as these, strange as it may 
seem, there is some value attached (o a promise. It 
is always of value (o a detective to have the reputa- 
tion of a man who rarely gives his word (o a criminal, 
and always koops it; and sometimes it is worth 
while for a prisoner to keep his word too. The crew 
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began to gatber and threaten, but Huxford told them 
he knew what he was about, that he was going to 
New Orleans with ^^ Cocky," that it would be all 
right wlieu he got there. But Mrs. Huxford came 
up and began screaming and imploring, when the 
brute brought her a blow which felled her to the 
deck, and when she got up he said : — 

^' Now you shut up, and go and get me a clean 
shirt iind some soap and water, black my boots, and 
bring tbem to me." 

The poor woman did as she was bidden, and brought 
him soup and water and a towel, then a fresh shirt, 
and in due time his boots well blacked, and he got 
into a boat and went ashore to the pilot station with 
Heath. Mrs. Huxford was left to go up to New Or* 
leans by the ship. 

They i)as8ed the whole day of the third at the pilot 
station, whore Heath had some difficulty in keeping 
Huxford sober and out of bad company which had 
come down from the city to pass the eve of the Fourth. 
Heath gave him a little rope and allowed him to play 
poker with Ihreo men from the city. Going in to 
look after them lest Huxford should get too well 
acquainted with them, Huxford said : — 

^^ Heath, will you lend me five dollars ? These 
fellows have cleaned me out." 

Yes, Heath would lend him five dollars and set him 
up again in play. Huxford called for more liquor. 
** No you don't," said Heath. ** These three gentle- 
men may have what they like, but you must n't have 
any more." 

Huxford was obedient, and Heath left them and 
went to the house, and here he was so thoroughly 
overcome with sleep, having watched the deck the 
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whole night before, that he told a man to keep an eye 
on the four and call him if anything looked wrong, 
and fell into a pi*ofound sleep. The man waked him, 
as he did n't like the looks of things. Heath went 
down and broaght off Huxford, but the only way he 
eoiild keep himself awake and keep Ilnxfonl by him 
was by playing billiards. 80 the oilicer and his pris- 
oner played billiards together till dark. Then came 
fireworks of all sorts and rowdyism of the worst kind, 
and Heath had no peace until an upward bound 
steamer was hailed after midnight and he took his 
prisoner aboard. There w»is but one 8t:ite-rcx)m 
vacant, one which no one else would take, as it was 
over a cattle-pen, and some of the c*attle had died and 
the stench on a hot night was as disagreeable as it 
could be. He gave Huxford the choice of the berths, 
made him undress and lie down, and clapped a pair of 
irons on his wrists, Huxford making no resisUmce, 
and passed the rest of the night in a chair by the side 
of the berth by having brandy and water and cigars 
brought to him at intervals of an hour by the steward, 
for the character of the passengers was such that he 
did n't dare to go to sleep. He had telegraphed from 
the pilot st^ition to the chief of police, and when the 
boat came to the levee there was the chief with a 
coach and a force of police, and Huxford was hurried 
into the coach and safely lodged in the parish prison. 
Huxford actually seemed in high spirits, topping and 
confident, which Heath did n't understand until the 
chief found lie was visited daily by General Quitman 
and other of his filibustering and political friends, and 
discovered that their plan was to have him taken in 
execution on the old sentence of imprisonment and 
put in the house of correction, and then take the 
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ground that in Ix>ni8iana an imprisonment for an 
offence against tbeir own law must Iiave preoodence 
over a process of extradition to another state. It was 
part of tbeir strategy to put off the service of the 
warrant to the last moment, and when Heath bad him 
aboard a vessel to take him out just before she sailed. 
They noticed that Mrs. Huxford was very desirous 
to learn wliat steamer they were going to take to the 
North. 'I'ben oame in the stnitegy of the detective. 
Of course iie did not tell her the right steamer, and, 
equally of course with him, he did not tell her the 
wrong one, but kept up a mystery. They thought 
the hotel clerk at the bar was a doubtful person who 
might give information to the other side, so Heath 
and the chief had a little low-toned conversation, just 
enough for him to hear a little of. The next morn* 
ing there were two steamers to S2iil to New York at 
eight o'clock, one direct and one by way of Havana, 
and at the same hour another was to go up the river 
to Cairo in Illinois. So Heath and Mr. James dis* 
cussed the matter at the bar between going up the 
river and by rail to New York or by way of Havana. 
Mr. James leaned to the Cairo route, but He:ith had 
never been to Havana, and as it was only a matter of 
half a day*s delay he was inclined that way, and said 
that Mr. Jones, the policeman who had come from 
Boston with liim, would look after the prisoner while 
he went ashore. The clerk, as they intended, caught 
the substance of this and communicated it, as they 
afterwards learned, to General Quitman. The three 
steamers lay at long distances apart, the Cairo 
steamer at the upf^r end, the Havana near the mid- 
die, and the direct steamer quite at the lower part of 
the levee. They bought tickets in their own name 
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for the Hf^vana steamer, and then tickets under 
feigned names were got for the direct steamer. 

On the morning of the day of sailing instead of 
calling at the jail for their prisoner at seven o'clock, 
as they had given out to the jailer, they went at three 
in the morning, waked up tlie jailer and demanded 
their prisoner. lie wsis very loath and must sec their 
papers, and interposed delays of all sorts; but the pa- 
pers were right, the chief could not be trifled with, and 
they soon had Huxford in a coach and drove straight 
toward tlie Havana steamer until they were out of 
sight, and then made a long circuit and placed him 
on board the diriHst steamer, and fastened him up iu 
a sbiU^-room with ironson feet and hands, one of them 
all the while with him, the other looking out, and the 
chief on the levee with a sufficient force to put down 
any lawless attempt at a rescue. But Heath^s great 
fear was the arrival of officers with the warrant of 
commitment under the state law. He was on the 
very eve of a great success after all his trouble and 
risk, and to be defeated at the last moment would 
have been too much to bear. He said it was the 
most anxious three hours he ever passed until the 
fasts were cast oft and the vesseKs head turned into 
the river, and he gave liis good-by and thanks and 
hearty liand-sliake to the chief of }K)lice who had be- 
hav<»d so well. 

But Heath's troubles were not over yet. It was low 
water, midsummer, and vessels were often detained 
at the bar for the height of the tide. As they ap- 
proached the point where you must choose between 
the two passes out thoy met a steamer which had 
come ov(»r the sontlie:ust, and advised them by all 
means to take the other. They did so, and after 
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spending about an hoar they met anotlier stesimer, 
with one of the pilots on board whose ncquaintince 
Heath Iiad made at the station, who had been over 
both bars and told tliem they could not get over that 
bar and must turn round and go out by the southeast 
bar, and he thought that if they ran close to the buoy 
and put on full steam they could do it. So the big 
steamer was twisted round and came near being stuck 
in the mud, but got about at last, and was taken up 
the river and down into the other pass, Heath ner- 
vously looking out for every steamer or tug that came 
near them or showed her smoke up the river. As 
they neared the bar the captain put on full steam and 
carried away the buoy and ploughed up the yellow 
mud on the bar, but got her off into deep water and 
she stood out to sea, and the mind and body of Heath 
got some well-dtfserved re[X)sc. 

In due course of time Heath returned in triumph 
to Boston, and Hnxford was committed to the jail, 
and Varrell moved among his crowd with a higher 
crown and longer sceptre than ever. 

Heath learned by letter from the chief that, on the 
eventful morning as soon as they had left the jail, the 
jailer hurried off a messenger to General Quitman, 
and he roused his friends, and they got ofticers with 
the warrant and went down to the Havana steamer. 
The names were on her books and the number of the 
state-room, but the man was not to be found. They 
searched the steamer from end to end, and wasted a 
good (lenl of time in waiting for (h(^ {K)H.sihle arrival 
of the coacli. Then they bethought them of the 
Cairo boat, and guessed that Heath had changed his 
mind at the hist, or that the Havana boat and the 
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end of the citv and searched the Cairo boat, and were 
last seen making for the berth of the direct boat, 
where they arrived some half an hour after she had 
started ; and there they gave up the chase. 

In due time the case came on for trial at Boston, — 
Commonwealth vs. Huxford. I gave evidence of the 
occurrence, of which I knew nothing bdyond tlie blow 
and its effects. The only evidence we had, without 
which he would have been acquitted, came from the 
two young men produced by Varrell. It was refresh- 
ing to the sight to behold two such clean, straight, 
comely, nicely dressed youths. They wore neat, 
black frock-coats and gmy trousers, plain gold studs 
on plain ininiaculato linen, simple ncekties, the neat- 
(*st of French boot^, Avere clean shaved from ear to 
ear, and with rather short-cut hair upon the head, 
and street gloves of yellow kid. Both were light- 
complexioned, fair and with blue eyes. The absence 
of anything dashing or overdressed about them was 
noticeable. Their manners were models of quietude 
and self-possession. Each told his story simply and 
clearly, and each was cross-examined by Mr. Bradley, 
the counsel for Huxford, with great address but with 
absr>lutely no effect. Huxford was convicted and 
sentenced to two years in the house of correction. I 
confess I began to feel something like compassion for 
the |)oor, blundering brute as against his clever iind 
wickeder master, Vjirrell. 

A few days after this the two witnesses oame into 
my ofFice and in the civillest manner, with their usual 
self-possession jind repose, asked my advice about the 
lawfulness of carrying concealed wcnpona, saying 
that they IkuI been threatened by Ilnxford's friends. 
Prepossessing as they were and with all their lamb- 
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like innocence on such subjects^ and with all their 
scrupulous wish to obey eveiy tittle of the law, I still 
thought it wisest for me to decline to advise them, 
putting it u|X>n the ground of my relations to the 
case. I thought it also prudent to add that since the 
assault upon me I hiid felt at liberty to be prepared 
for defence. I never fathomed their purpose in oom- 
ing to me or learned who sent them. During that 
summer I occasionally met Varrell in the street, and 
fancied that his black eye and dark face and hair, 
contrasted with the pure white linen of his coat and 
trousers, had an ominous look ; but it was no doubt 
prejudice, although I had been the occasion of his 
spending a good deal of money, and taking a good 
deal of risk and trouble. 

When Iluxfiird's term was about half expired a 
stranger came into my ollice and asked mo to sign a 
petition for the pardon of Huxford which he showed 
me, neatly Avritten out, awaiting my signature to be 
put at the head. I refused. He stepf^ed biick, lo(»ked 
me steadily in the face, and said in the most serious 
tone he could assume, '^ Mr. Dana, 1 advise you to 
sign that papt^r ; '' and aftor a pause repeated the lan- 
guage in the Siime tone. I told him I regarded this 
as a threat, and that it had now become impossible 
for me to sign it even if I would have done so other- 
wise, and that I should feel it my duty to report the 
occurrence to the Governor. He left the office before 
I had time to inquire who he was and where he came 
from. 1 made my report to the Governor. No |»cti- 
tion was presented to him, and I lux ford served out 
his full term. 

One morning Mr. Ri*adley called upon me and said 

fhsit". liiM nliAnh V-Tiivrnril Tvua now niif.. nnil nitlrpH nnA 
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if I bad any objection to seeing liim, sissn ring mc tliat 
HuxCord had no ill-will against me at all. I had no 
objection, and the result was that Mr. Bradley and 
Huxford revealed to me the secret that lay at the 
bottom of the whole story. 

Huxford was one of those whom Varrell, on his 
short notice, bad swept into the marshars guard. He 
was something of a prize-fighter, and had led what is 
known sis a hard life, — hard and fast. After they 
were paid off at the marshars office Friday evening 
Varrell took some dozen of them to Allen's saloon to 
treat them. While they were there Varrell called 
attention to me and Burlingamc passing by in the 
strong gsinlight, and said, ♦* There goes Mr. Dana. 
1*11 give any man ten dollars who will give him his 
corn." " I 'm your man," said Huxford, and they 
started out together. Huxford protested to me that 
he had no ill-will against me whatever at the time, 
but was excited by liquor and willing to gratify Var- 
rell. As they followed uh tlicy laid out their plan 
of attack. I was on the outside, next the curbstone. 
They were to come up behind ; Huxford was to strike 
me a round, swinging blow on the right side of the 
head, which was exp(*cted to knock me in toward the 
wall, and Varrell, at the instant, was to catch me with 
a blow on the left side as I was falling. Mr. Bur- 
lingame and I kept so close together that Varrell was 
obliged to push between us and crowd him off, which 
drew no attention, as the sidewalk was considerably 
thronged. The plan was a good one, and would have 
been more decisive in its results but that I did not 
fall aecording to I lie pro«;rjinime. Huxford's blow 
was delivered a liltle too sidelong, and, instead of 
falling to the left, I reeled round and fell into the 
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street; so the virtuous Varrell, with the best inten- 
tions, lost his share in the work. 

And now for the two witnesses. Huxford admitted, 
of course, that much of what they said conformed to 
the fact, btU neither of them was present or knew any- 
thing about it ! Their evidence was perjured through- 
out, made up from the whole cloth. 

** But why," I asked, " should Varrell procure per- 
jury unnecessarily? Why couldn't he have taken 
some witnesses who did know ? " *^ Oh, they would 
know too much. They might implicate him in it.** 
I suggested that they might have left him out. *^ No, 
Varrell would n*t take that risk. They might drop 
something unawares, or let something out on cross- 
examination that would iniplicato him. The bi^st 
Avay was to have cU^an, fresh witnesses, who knew 
nothing of the transaction, write the story out for 
them, let them get familiar with it, and they could n*t 
let out what they did n't know." 

He told me that these young men had been em- 
ployed by Varrell about his genteel gambling house 
and other places of a like nature ; that he always 
kept a few such, and insisted on their being neatly 
dressed, quiet, temperate, taking the best care of 
themselves, and keeping np the best appearances. 
'J'hey were well paid and were expected to do what- 
ever Varrell wished to have done. He confirmed 
Heath's notion about the escape, which, however, now 
needed no confirmation. VarrelTs object was to 
punish him for breaking faith and running away, and 
to satisfy people that he was not to be trifled with. 

Some two or three years after this there came into 
my office a man, pale, siekly, with one eye, what is 
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the toes of his boots worn through, and qaite mis- 
erable generally. He wished to consult me about 
a claim to some money from the death of an aunt in 
Vermont. He thought there might be some two or 
tliree Imndied dollars coming to him. I told liim I 
could n't att4;iid to it in another sUite ; that I did not 
know the laws o( Ycnnont; that he must go there 
and get a lawyer. I dare say I was rather short with 
him. 

^* You don't seem to remember me, Mr. Dana." 
** No. Have I ever seen you before ? " 
** Don't you remember the case of Huxford ? " 
" Yes. What had you to do with that? " 
^* Why, I was one of the witnesses that convicted 
him." 

There indeed he was, — what a change I He felt 
it himself, and with the most subdued and doleful air 
he gave me his story. He said that some time after 
the trial he was at a horse-race at Chelsea Beach, and 

Mr. (naming a young man of good family who 

kept very low company and had forfeited his social 
position, but whom his companions always called 

Mr. ) had a quarrel with him, told him he had 

sent a better man to prison than he was himself, and 
struck him a blow which put out his eye. After that 
he said Varrell did not want him any more, and he 
seemed to have fsillcn pretty fast till he had got into 
his present most piteous condition. I gave him money 
enough to take him to Vermont, which he promised 
to use for that purpose ; and 1 know nothing of him 
since. 

The other witness has prospered, owns several 
houses in ralhcr a bad neighborhood, and is a large 
owner in a theatre and newspaper, and, so far as I can 
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learn, engages in nothing worse than what is called 
politics. 

Vurrell wtis rewarded for his service in the Bums 
case by a post in the custom - house in New York, 
nominally to inspect customs, but mainly, it was 
thought, to manage primary meetings in the lower 
parts of the city, in which lie and his shoulder-hitters 
were no doubt useful politicians. In the civil war, 
having lost his office by change of parties, he turned 
patriot, raised a company of roughs, was their cap- 
tain, and was in the unfortunate affair of Ball's Bluff. 
He circulated great stories of his personal valor, rush- 
ing at the Confederates bowie-knife in hand, all which 
I found our gentlemen who were in the iight entirely 
discredited. Indeed, it turned out in that war that 
the roughs were not as good soldiers, not as brave, 
not as enduring, and certainly not as trustworthy, as 
young men from the public schools and the Sunday- 
schools, the plough and the machine shop; and Varrell 
and his squad, like others of the sort, were sent to 
guard the Dry Tortugas. Since the peace he has 
chsinged his politics once and not wisely, lives in New 
York, but is thought not to be prosperous.^ 

' Tliie man, called Lnigi Varelli by Mr. Dana, waa commoiily 
known as Imxus Clark, and is described in the police records aa Louis 
Bireal or Bieral, alias Louis Clark, alias Spanish Lew, though ac- 
cording to his own statement he waa bom at Valparaiso, Chili, of 
Portuguese parents, about the year 1814. In his early life he is said 
to have been a prize-fighter, and waa one of many similar oharaoten 
driven out of San Frnnciaco by the famous Vigilance Committee of 
IS.")!. ArtorwunlH a pi-oiuiuout '* M|M»hiiig " cliiinictiir and aulhoriiy, 
he w:tM referee in tlie Morrissey and Ileunan prize-fight of October 
20, ISTkS, and in the celebrated trotting-match between Patchen and 
Flora Temple in 1800. 

lie lived in Boston several years, mainly between 1850 and 1860, 
and his name was there connected with a notorious brothel kept by a 
woman reputed sometimes to be his sister and sometimes his wife. 
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I'erliaps I may be misled by my personal connec- 
tion with tliis story, but it bas always seemed to me 

Not long before the breakii^ out of the war of the rebeUion he 
mored to New York, where he eng^^ in politics. He next made 
his appearance as captain of Company G, in the let California In- 
fantry regiment (Tint Pmimylvania), and with it took part in tlie af- 
r:ur at HiiirH lUnfT in OrhilNir, I8(M, in which VaAmw} VAvrnrtX l>ick- 
iiison Baker, then United States Senator from Oregon, was kiUed. 
Absurd stories were told after that engagement and went the rounds 
of the press, of the desperate exploits of Bieral in defending the body 
of Baker, and avenging his death on the Confederates by the daring 
and dexterous use of a formidable bowie-knife. MThile there was no 
reason to suppose that Bieral in this affair behaved otherwise than 
creditably, receiving in the conrse of it a bullet wound in the foot, 
his iMiwic-knife perfonuaiicos were, it is almost unnecessary to say, 
quite imaginary. 

Af t4)r the close of the rebellion he was appointed an inspector in 
the New York custom-house, which position he held for more than 
twenty years. He was several times charged with accepting bribes, 
or improperly exacting money at the custom-house, and in 18S0 was 
removed from his position for demanding and obtaining from a woman 
two dollars for passing through the customs a sewing-machine, and, 
it was alleged, keeping the money. He used every means in his 
)K)wer to get reinntafiHl, and when ho fni1o<l of his object l)ecmne sul- 
len and dofliwnile, claiming that ho was destitute and witliont other 
means of support than what he derived from his position as inspector, 
lie saw (it to hold Han5i S. Rcattio, surveyor of the |>ort, reftponsible 
for his misfortunes, and on the Ist of November ruslied into tlie sur- 
veyor's office in the custom-house and sliot him. 

Though Mr. Beattie survived this attempt on his life, its desperate 
character renewed the recollection of BieraPs career, and he again 
figured in the columns of the newspapers as the ** avenger of Baker.** 
He was indicted for assault wiUi attempt to kill and pleaded ** not 
guilty,** setting up imKinity as a defence. His trial took place in 
January, 1887, and resulted in a verdict of guilty, accompanied by a 
recommendation to mercy. On the 10th of March, being then, ac- 
cording to his own statement, soventy-tliree years of age, he was sen- 
t-pnced to five years* confinement at hard labor in Uie state prison at 
Auburn. 

His exploits after the death of C'olonel Baker are said to have been 
r1rflcri1>ed by Charles B. Liewis, one of tlie editors of the Detroit 
Free /V^m, who wrote umlcr tlie pseudonym *'M Quad,'* in his book 
Firhf, Fort and Flret. 
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a striking illustration of the strange ways in which 
human justice is worked out, and the imperfection of 
its results. 

Varrell was the chief criminal, drew in Huxford, 
and planned the whole. He escaped and was unsas- 
pected and was rewarded. There was absolutely no 
evidence against Huxford, and he would have been 
discharged in an hour had he not stated a false de- 
fence of an alibi and asked for time. Even then be 
would have escaped, had he not broken faith with 
his surety and fled. He was convicted of a crime 
of which he was guilty, but by perjured testimony. 
That was furnished by the vindictiveness and self- 
interest of Varrell. One of the perjurers suffered, 
but only from the temper of a man as bad as himself, 
if not worse ; and the other is in almost affluent cir- 
cumstances. If tliei*e were no hereafter, if it wero 
" the be-all, end-all here," if there were not entered 
at the end of each man's account, as at the foot of 
the merchant's ledger, ^^caiTied forward," I do not see 
how we could believe that the world is ruled by a 
Being absolutely just, omniscient and omnipotent. 



CHAPTER XVL 

THE COAST or MAINE. — COMMISSIONER LORINO. — RACHEL. 
— RUFU8 CHOATB. — JUDQB WOODBURY DAVIS. — JUDGE 
SHAW. — ELIZA WHARTON. 

In Aagast of this year Dana was invited by William B. 
Franklin, afterwards a major-^neral in the civil war bat 
then a lieutenant of Tojiograpliical Engineers in charge of 
the in8])ection of light-houses on the coast of Maine, to ac- 
couiimny him on a tour of inspection. George F. Shepley, 
United States District Attorney for Maine at that time and 
subsequently (1869-1878) the judge of the United States 
first circuit court, was also of the party. Immediately after 
his return, Dana wrote a letter to his wife in which he gave 
the following account of what he did and saw on Uiis, the 
nearest ajiproach to a yachting cruise he seems ever to have 
made. 

1854. MancliCiier^ September 3. I suppose you 
wish to hear about my voyage. I reached Portland 
at ten p. M., where Shepley was waiting for me and 
took me to his bouse. The next day, as the schooner 
had not got in, I spent in Portland, chiefly lying still 
in tho house and reading Romilly's *' Memoirs," which 
I finished. In tho afternoon I joined a party of Eng- 
lish and Canadians in an excursion down the harbor 
in a steamer. In the evening had John Neal at tea, 
whom I found to be a character, one of the curiosities 
of literature, very entertaining, large, strong, with a 
spirited air, independent, quick in general, but with 
no malice, exceedingly egotistical, but not trouble- 
some on that account. 
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The next day the schooner arrived, but we did not 
sail until Thursday at noon. Oh, how parched and 
dusty everything was in Portland, and what a relief 
to be upon the foaming sea I 

All the light-houses, buoys and beacons in the 
United States are placed under the charge of a 
scientific board of naval and military men at Wash- 
ington, called the Light-house Board, and this Board 
divides the coast into districts, over each of which 
an officer of the Engineer Ck)rps (Topographical) is 
placed as inspector. His duty is to visit the light- 
houses, see that the keepers do their duty, suggest im- 
provements, see to their supply, report on new sites, 
and see that all buoys and beacons are in their places. 
Tliis is a new system, and has been in operation 
with excellent results for two years. Each ins()ector 
has a vessel at his command, in which to make his 
tours. Lieutenant Franklin liiis charge of the coast 
of Maine. He is married and lives in Portland, and 
makes excursions from there east and west. The 
vessel is a schooner of about eighty tons, a Baltimore 
clipper, and a pretty little craft. Fr?inklin, Shepley 
and I had the cuWm to onrscilves, the master and 
mate living forward, and I found everything agree- 
able. Uncle Sam's rations are not abundant, but we 
supplied some deficiencies, and had a good stock of 
porter and ale and claret. I believe I was made for 
the sea, and that all my life on shore is a mistake. 
I was intended by nature for a general roamer and 
traveller by sea and land, with occasional edits of 
narratives, and my duties as lawyer, scholar and pub- 
licist are all out of the way. To me the sea is never 
monotonons. Whether in calm or blow, in fog or 
clear sky, it is full of interest and variety. At sea 
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we have the same variety of sky that we Rave on 
shore, and changes of the surface which the landsman 
never sees. Imagine that by changes uf wind, calm 
or storms, the kindscape should be thrown into hills 
or smoothed into a prairie before your sight, as you 
sit at your window I I like a dull, heaving calm, and 
when the fresh breeze raises the sea into billows and 
they rush foaming past you, and your vessel bounds 
over them, there is an ecstasy of delight which thrills 
everv nerve. 

The c<»a8t of Maine is the most beautiful and in- 
teresting coast in America, and I know of no coast in 
the world where there are, in the same short spiice of 
150 miles or so, so many harbors, bays, sounds, inlets, 
reaches, islands and headlands ; besides that, there 
are no w:istes of sand ; but the soil, although mostly 
light and barren, is still a soil with some verdure and 
forests of evergreen trees, with high hills and small 
monntainSyCome quite down to the shore as at Man- 
chester. The fniest yachting ground I have ever 
seen is the **Edgemoggin Reach," a sound formed by 
the mainland on one side and a stretch of islands on 
the other about thirty miles long and from three to 
five wide, lying between the mouth of the Penobscot 
and Mount Desert. We visited Seguin Light, St. 
George's, Booth Bay, Townsend, White Head, Owl's 
Head, Tliomaston (Rockland), Camdrn, Pumpkin 
Island, Bear Island, Becker's Island, Mount Desert, 
South-we^t Harbor, North-east Harbor, and returned 
to the mouth of the Penobscot, where I took the 
steamer from Bangor to Boston, having been absent 
from Boston ton days, and on board the vessel eight 
days. It luvs been sis invigorating and reviving an 
excursion as I ever took, and I have enjoyed every 
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moment. It hiis brought buck my old sesi-life mora 
than anything that has occnri-ed to me since, espe- 
cially the binding in boats, of which we had a gocid 
deal. Every day was fine weather, except a few 
hours of rain one evening, and one day of very heavy 
swell, which rolled us about too much. Franklin 
was on General Taylor's stsiff at Buena Vista, and I 
got from him full accounts of that battle and of the 
war gonerully. Shepley, too, is a very pleasant com- 
panion, and has a good deal of fun. We breakfasted 
at seven, dined at twelve, had tea at six, and supper, 
with ()orter and ale, at nine. We had no adventure, 
except that I took Franklin and Shepley to an island 
a few miles off in a sailboat belonging to the vessel, 
to visit a light, and, beating back against a heavy 8(*a 
and strong wind, c«irried away the mast, bi*eaking it 
short off at the throat. But we had got within a 
mile or two of the vessel on our way back, and expe- 
rienced no difficulty. 

Mount Desert is a beautiful region, made up by 
islands, high, rocky and picturesque, through which 
the sea runs up into very pretty harbors and inlets, 
and the vessels run up among the hills and lie under 
their shelter. The light-house, seen from the sea, 
looks as if it were away up in the country, shining at 
the base of a high hill. 

The diary 8ii])|)lement8 this letter witli the following notes 
of Lieutenant Franklin's talk about the Mexican war, Gen- 
eral Taylor and tlie battle of Buena Vista, and describes 
also a visit to Professor Bacho's coast survey encampment 
among the Camden hills. 

Franklin had been in the Mexican war, and was in 
General Taylor's staff at Buena Vista. From him I 
gained a full account of the battle, with many little 
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hints and anecdotes as to soldier's life, all quite inter- 
esting. This account of tlin battle of Buena Vista 
agrees with that which Bliss gave me. They agree 
that at the end of the day our army was exhausted, 
dispirited, its vigor and morale gone, and that they 
all looked forward to the next day sis to certain de- 
struction before this overwhelming force, and that 
the retreat of the Mexicans was unexpected. We 
woke up and found ourselves victors instead of vic- 
tims. It flashed upon us that we had gained one of 
the most remarkable victories of modern times, when 
we expected a day of certsitn destruction. He says 
that all the story of the Mississippi regiment using 
tlveir lH>wie-knives is entirely false. They used only 
the ride-ball, and not even bayonets. He spoke very 
highly of Lincoln, and says he was killed by a shot 
through the back of the head when facing a regi- 
ment, riding in front, and encouraging them on at 
a critical moment when they were faltering under a 
severe lire. His sittiation wsis a most exposed one, 
a situation which it would have been mere foolhardi- 
ness to take, except under the circumstances of this 
battle, where our troops were chiefly volunteers, and 
all depended on the oflficers. Lincoln was Acting 
Adjubmt General, and had no command of the regi- 
ment, but seeing them falter he rode in front and 
cheered them on by example as well as by word. 

Franklin says that Bliss was the ablest young man 
in the army. But the entire credit of the battle he 
gives to Taylor. There was a power in old Tay- 
lor's presence, in his mere name, the mere confidence 
that he was there, which kept up the day. He told 
ine it w:i8 his firm belief that if Taylor had been 
killed, or if ho had been delained two hours more at 
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Saltillo, the whole army would huve been on the full 
run. He agreed, too, with the genemi account that 
the artillt4*y tuived the day ; hut he does not give the 
credit of this to Bragg any more than to Sherman. 
He says it is the mere accident of Bragg's propos- 
ing to Taylor to retreat, and TayIor*s saying to him 
that there must be no retreat, and to '^give them 
grape, Captain Bragg,** that has |)0|mlarly connected 
Bragg*s name more with the battle than Sherman's. 

Franklin saw O'Brien lose every man in his bat- 
tery and his guns, and save only his own life. He 
agrees with Bliss, too, in the belief that if the artil- 
lery had not repulsed the chai*ge of the cavalry (us 
by all the rules and chances of war they could not 
do) our defeat was certain. 

Bliss told me that Taylor did not speak to Bragg 
at the time, and all the story about ^^a little more 
grape ** was a fable. But Franklin says he was by 
Taylor's side when Bragg rode up and t<ild Taylor 
that he was unsupported by infantry and could not 
maintain his post, and that Taylor n»plied, ** You 
must maintain your post. Thore is no (choice. You 
must do it. If they get near pive them grape." 
He also says that nearly all the officers at the coun- 
cil of war held that night were in favor of retreat- 
ing. J( this had been done, both armies would have 
been in full retreat at the same time. 

Franklin says that the war had a bad effect on our 
oflTieers, prmlncinfj a great deal of intem])erance and 
gambling, and ruining many fine fellows. 1 was sur- 
prised to hear him speak of one and another, living 
and dead, who had become intemperate, or formed 
ruinous habits of gambling, and he says that many 
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doubt than by conquering armies generally, but still 
enough to give one a dreadful idea of military con- 
quest, and be liiniself is not a man of peculiarly deli- 
cate organization, or of fastidious moiul sense, but 
simply an average, honest-minded man of average 
morals and InsU^s. . . . 

1 was landed at (yamd(*u about eleven A. M. of 
Thursday, August 81. As I had several hours on 
my hands I rode up to the foot of the mountain and 
walked up to Bache*s encampment. The entire scen- 
ery about Camden is unusually picturesque, even for 
the sea-coast of Maine. Near the top of the moun- 
Uiin, in the midst of the deefiest and richest foliage 
of oaks and evergreens, with the exquisite perfume of 
the spruce tree pervading all, stood the company of 
snow-white tents. The efTect as you turn the path 
and come suddenly u(>on it is quite picturesque. In 
the tents were oHicers writing and i*eading, and the 
servants at their various avocations. Found Mr. 
Ihiche in a lent divided into two a|iartnicnts, one 
occupied by himself, and in the other, which is the 
sleeping-room, was Mi*s. Hache sewing. Mrs. Hache 
always accompanies her husband in his Ciunp duty. 
Although the day was warm he had a (ire, and sat 
with a cloak about his chair. His tiible was covered 
with books and pap<*rR, and Ik* seemed busily at work. 
The weather had been too thick for observations for 
several days, and the smoke from the fires in the 
woods had obscured several points. I stayed to dine. 
Mrs. Hache was a Newport lady and a friend of Mrs. 
Professor Channing, and I found her quite agreeable. 
Mr. Hache is a ealm, quiet, well-bred man, with an 
ap|>earance of tliouglitfulness and of determination, 
and impressed me very fiivorably. He was very at- 
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tentive, but I left immediately after dinner for fear 
of interrupting his labors. 

November b. I liave just read ^ Tlie Heir of Red- 
ely ffe." Oh, that my eyes were rivers and my head 
a fountain of tears I Read it all young men and 
young women I Never have I seen the religious 
character, elevated virtue, struggles with evil, the 
pure, unostentatious, noble, heroic, chivalrous good- 
ness, portrayed in so affecting, so captivating a man- 
ner. Guy ! Poor, dear, noble Guy ! Would to God 
the impression of this book might never leave me ; 
that it might be with me in life and in death I In 
all time of my prosperity, in all time of my tribulai- 
tion, especially in all the time of my prosperity, 
which is always the trying time with me. I have 
done nothing but sigh and weep all day, and the ser- 
vices at church kept me in almost consbmt tears. 
Guy and Amy were so real to me, that it was a 
mournful pleasure to me to go through the same ser- 
vice that they went through, to read their psalms and 
lessons. And it happening to be the Sunday after 
All Saints, the clergyman preached on the ** Com- 
munion of Saints." It was more than I could bear. 

" Guy's Sea," as poor Amy called it, overcomes me 
at every recurrence. Then the lines from Sewell : — 



** A 8trang^er*8 roof to hold thy head, 
A stranger's foot thy graye to tread 
Desert and rock and Alp and sea 
Sproiuling l>etwoun thy home and thee I " 

There is somelliing in Guy that reminds me of 
myself, but how sad is the diflFerence ! In his love 
of adventure, his devotion to the sea, the rocks and 
the wild scenery, his love of boats, his turn for ro- 
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a lover, the melancholy devotedness of his courtship, 
his youthfulness and elasticity, — in all these I am 
reminded of some of the best points in my own life 
and character. In a general desire to be elevated 
and religious, and in the power of such things to 
touch nir, I am liko him. Hut also, I havo no con- 
stancy, little of his power of self-discipline, his reso- 
lution, his moral courage, and far, far behind him in 
purity. He was pure. He was a constant striver 
for victory. I am only an occasional struggler be- 
tween long intervals of ease, indifiference and self-in- 
dulgence. He had a sure hope and allections fixed 
on the world to come. Nearly all niy [>ortion is in 
this lif(>. My thoughts are here, my treasure is hero. 
Heaven and the spiritual world are unreal to me, 
and I have no power to bear mental suffering, be- 
cause I have no sure liold on what is beyond. 

God grant tliat the cares of this life may not de- 
stroy me. I feel tliat if I were independent of my ^ 
profession, and my wife were spared to me, and we 
could together give ourselves to contemplation, to 
religious exercises, to nature, to art, to the best of 
reading and study, spendinp^ much of our time at the 
dear, dear shore, we should be more elevated, more 
tender, more fit for a spiritual world. My only stay 
at such times is the thought that God assigns us our 
duties. My duty is clear. I must support myself 
and my family, and earn a competency for them by 
my profession. This requires indefatigable labor. 
All I can do is to aim at a life of rectitude and in- 
tegrity, and to keep my better nature open to influ- 
enees by books, by poetry and eloquence, by nature, 
and by as much att(>ndance on the worship of God 
as my time will permit. Hut shall I do this ? No, 
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if I am to judge from the past God keep in me the 
hope and the effort, work in me to will and to do I 
Amen. 

November 15. ... I heard a capital thing said by 
Dr. Lieber. Speaking of visiting at Lenox and 

Stockbridge, among the , he said he felt like St> 

Joseph in tlie pictures of the Holy Family, the only 
one of the company that had not a lialo round his 
heiid. Any one who has visited among them can 
appreciate and enjoy this. . . . This week we have 
been trying the case of the bark Missouri for salvage. 
I put upon the stand Captain Pitman, who had been 
engaged in the embezzlement of the specie witli 
Dixey, the master of the Missouri, on the coast of 
Sumatra. He testified that Dixey proposed it, and 
tried to persuade him into and offenni many induce- 
ments, that he said they would be discovei'ed luid 
convicted, but Dixey said they would not, and tried 
to persuade him that it was safe. Choate cross-ex- 
amined him OS to those inducements pretty strictly, 
and wished to know what the inducements were. 
Pitman said there was one ho did not know whether 
he ought to mention. 

Choate. You may keep it secret, if you prefer. 

Dana. No, Captain Pitman, let us know all about 
it. 

Pitman. Well, sir, he said that if we were detected 
he would get Mr. Choate to defend us, and he would 
get us off if the money was found in our boots. 

It was a good many minutes before the court and 
audience recovered its gravity. 

December 16. Dined at the Albion in a select 
company, of Emerson, Lowell, Alcott, Goddard (of 
Cincinnati, lecturer), an English gentleman named 
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Cholmondely (Oxford graduate), a clever and prom- 
ising Cambridge student named Sanborn, and Wood- 
man. It \va8 very agreeable. Emerson is an excel- 
lent dinner-table man, always a gentleman, never 
bores or preaches or dictates, but drops and takes up 
topii^s very sigreeably, and has even skill and tact in 
managing his conversation. So, indeed, has Alcott; 
and it is quite surprising to see these transcendental- 
ists appearing well as men of the world. 

1835. March. Petitions have been sent to the Leg- 
islature for the removal of Judge Loring from the 
judgeship of probate. If they are founded upon the 
notion that, in discharging the duty of commissioner 
in the Burns case he acted from any corrupt or wil- 
ful motive, or was wanting in kindness and fairness 
in his treatment of Burns or his counsel, it is a mis- 
take. If founded on the opinion that in acting at all 
as commissioner he violated any law or the spirit of 
any law of Massachusetts, it is a mistake. If founded 
on the opinion that, without either of these reasons, 
he ought to be removed because of his acting as mag- 
istrate in a slave ciise, my own opinion is that it is 
far better for Massachusetts first to put hei*self right 
upon the record, to pass a law prohibiting such an 
act, and then to punish all who transgress it. This 
is more dignified in the state, and safer as a precedent 
as regards the independence of the judges. It seemed 
to nie that no man in the state wsis in a situation to 
act witli as much eff<*ct as I, seeing that I w{is counsel 
for Burns, known to be an opponent of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, and hostile to Judge Loring and his set. 
It seemed to me therefore that it wjis my duty to 
come forward, not in his defence, but in defence of 
the principle, and to save the anti-slaveiy cause from 
doing something it might regret. 
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I first called on Fmnklin Dexter and President 
Quincy, to get them to head a remonstrance and 
l)ecoine respcmsible for the counteraction. My inter- 
view with Mr. Quincy was very gratifying. It was 
a noble spectacle to see this venerable man of eighty- 
five with his memory and all his powers about him, 
grand, stately, simple, a relic of great times gone by, 
born before the battle of Bunker Hill, six years old 
at the Declaration of Independence, whose fiither 
had died in the cause, a member of Congress under 
Jefferson *s administration. His views on the subject 
were clear. He wished Loring punished and his set, 
the clique of the Curtises put down, but he thought 
his removal would be a violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution, yet he said that it was an irresponsible 
hand that struck the bh)w, a *' Know-Nothing'* legis- 
lature, and their act would be no precedent. He pre- 
ferred, therefore, to stand by and see it, done rather 
than to interfere. 

Mr. Dexter's views were much the same. Yet he 
was more willing to act, were it not for his extreme 
diftlike to the Curl is faction. lie sjiid *^ If they were 
a tyriinny, I would fight them ; but they are a [lesti- 
lonco, and I shun them/* 

The advice of neither of these gentlemen was quite 
satisfactory. Mr. Dexter is always too fastidious, 
and " reasons too precisely on the event," and thus 
seldom acts with effect. He is entirely independent 
of every tiling but his own tastes and antipathies, but 
he is the mIuvo of them. He is fearless of man, but 
does not care enough for any man to risk anything, 
or to stir himself. Mr. Quincy reasoned too much 
like a politician, it seemed to me. He wished to let 
the Know-Nothings injure themselves, and was willing 
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that an irresponsible hand 8l)ould strike the blow. 
My answer is that I do not feel myself wise enough 
to limit and define beforehand the consequences of 
an act I think illegal and wrong, which touches vital 
principles of the Constitution. 

I called on Mr. Adams (C. F.), but he was away. 
Being obliged lo go to Dedhum, I could consult no 
more, and was obliged to commit myself to action 
without further opportunity for advice. 

My course was to appear in behalf of certain re- 
monstrants who are anti-slavery men — entirely dis- 
tinct from Judge ]>oring and his friends, and not in 
any professional capacity. 

March 6. After several delays and adjournments, 
I ap))eared to-day before the committee and made 
a long address upon the subject. I endeavored to 
lay down the true principle as to the right of re- 
moval by address, and to illustrate and enforce, to 
present rules and suggestions in the way of public 
policy and discretion, and then to do justice to the 
conduct of Judge Loring, as to the viodus operandi^ 
i\8 to which 1 think the petitioners are misrepresent- 
ing him. I believe my speech had a decided effect 
not only on the committee, but on the large audi- 
ence. It is a narrow plank to walk. I think Judge 
Loring did wrong in acting as commissioner while 
he was a MassaclniHetts judge. I think his decision 
was wrong. 1 dislike exceedingly the spirit of his 
friends and supporters, but I think he ought not to 
be removed. My speech will be published.^ 

1 Remarks of Richard H. Dana, Jr., Enq., before the Committee on 
Federal Rolationn, on tlie propo8e<I removal of Edward 0. Loring' from 
ilin Onicn or .lii<l|;n of rn»l»at4^, March 5, 18.^5. I^mton : Printod by 
Alfred Miid{;o ^ Son. 1850. 28 pp. 
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March 80. Friday. Anthony Barns called to Bee 
me, with his clergymuni Rev. Mr. Grimes, to thauk 
me for my defencei and to pay ]iis resjiects. He 
appeared very well, in good health and spirits. He 
seems a modest, conscientious man, and his story 
must be drawn from him. 

He told me that he was put in irons as soon as he 
arrived in Richmond, which was early in the sum- 
mer, lie was put in a slave jail and kept there, in 
close confinement and in irons, both on his hands 
and on his feet, until November, except during a few 
weeks when he bad a violent fever and the irons 
were taken off by order of the physician. These 
irons were not for security but for punishment, as it 
was impossible for him to escape without them. lu 
November Colonel Sutlle put him up at auction. 
He was more than an hour on the block before there 
were any bids of consequence. The crowd were ex- 
asperated against him for his former escape, and 
threiitened him so much that Suttle thought him in 
danger, and got a gang of some twenty or thirty 
men to stand by to protect him. Burns said this 
was not because Suttle cared for his life or limbs, but 
because he was his property and was afraid he would 
be injured so as to reduce his value. At length he 
was bid off to a Mr. McDaniel of North Carolina, a 
slave-trader, for $910. McDaniel was obliged to 
carry him away by night for fear of the mob. 

In North Carolina he was well treated by McDan- 
iel, who is a bold, frank fellow, and whose object 
was to speculate in him. McDaniel soon got into cor- 
respondence with Burns's friends here, and at last 
agreed to deliver him at Baltimore for $1,800 and 
expenses, making a profit of $400. This agreement 
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he was obliged to keep secret, for if it had been 
known that Burns was to be restored there would 
have been danger to his life. On the way to Balti- 
more several times people in the conveyances learn- 
ing McDaniel's name, and suspecting that he was 
taking Burns north, became violent, and in a stinim- 
boat McDaiiiel had to stand at the door three houra 
with his revolver loaded and capped. 

I showed Bums the window of the room in the 
court-house where he was confined, and the court- 
room. What a change, and what a life for an ob- 
scure nt*gr(> I One of sevend millions of obscure ne- 
groes, he escaped to Boston, and is as obscure there, 
when in a day his name is telegraphed all over the 
Union, millions await the decision of his fate in anx- 
ious suspense, riots and bloodshed occur, the heart of 
a nation is aroused ; over his body is the great strug- 
gle between the moral sense of a people and the 
written law backed by armed power ; half a nation 
is humiliated and half a nation triumphant as the 
scale is turned ; to him freedom for life or servitude 
for life hangs in suspense; the die turns for slavery, 
bonds and imprisonment await him ; but the eyes of 
a nation are on him, again humane hearts beat, and 
he is purchased to freedom ; and now revisits the 
scene of his agony of trial a hero, a martyr, with 
crowds of the learned and intelligent of a civilized 
community listening to his words I Wlio can tell 
what a day may bring forth ? Who can tell what 
are the things and wliicli are the men that are to 
more the world ? 

The subsequent life of Anthony Burns can be told in few 
words, liejectincr with manly 8e1f-re8])ect an oiler from 
Barnum to exhibit himself at the Museum of the showman 
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in New York, and refusing in any way to make the story 
of his wrongs a means of livelihood, Bums, who had as* a 
slave been a preacher, determined, now that he was a free- 
man, to become a clergyman. He was offered a scholar- 
ship at Oberlin, which he at once accepted, and early in the 
summer of 1855 entered upon his studies. In due course 
of time he was ordained as a minister of the Baptist per- 
suasion, and subsequently was settled over a church at St. 
Catherines in Canada. Ho tliero died July 27, 1862. 

I have every reason to be gratified and satisfied 
with the course I took in opposing the removal of 
Judge Loring. It is wise to take advice of the el- 
ders, and always right to weigh it well, but not always 
necessary to follow it. My instincts taught nie that 
my course was right, and I felt that the advice of 
Dexter and Qiiincy w:is too politic and cautions; 
Dexter^s, f rom fiistidiousness, and Mr. Quiney^s, prob- 
ably from a really doubtful state of mind, a desire 
to see the thing done. 

Except an abusive article in the ^^ Atlas," by Hil- 
dreth, which the *' Telegraph " had declined to pub- 
lish, and a very unfair letter to the "New York 
Evening Post," I suspect from Hildreth also, who is 
as venomous and deaf as an adder, I have been well 
treated, and the amount of compliment and congrat- 
ulation heaped upon me by the best of men has been 
gratifying in the extreme. I feel, too, that I have 
been the means of bringing the anti-slavery senti* 
ment of tlie State to a stand-still and reconsideration 
upon (he subject, and rallying the public sentiment; 
for no one else moved in the matter, and no one could 
have moved so effectually as I could, having been 
Burns's counsel, and having all the natural feeling of 
one who had lost his case. 
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The committee have behaved shabbily. After 
telling me distinctly that they wanted no testimony 
on the subject of Judge Loring's conduct, as they 
should not base their report at all upon that, and 
that I need not introduce Mr. Grimes or any other 
witness, they not only did base their report upon it, 
but they procured additional testimony ngainst him. 
This is very mean, but I do not know how I shall 
avail myself of it. The report is a wretched affair, 
perhaps the poorest state document I ever saw ; but 
little better could be expected from such a committee. 
Yet even at that, there was only a majority of one 
in its favor. 

After long consideration and exciting debate the ocidress 
asking for the removal of Judge Loring passed the Legisla- 
ture, but Henry J. Gardner, then governor, declined to ac- 
cede to it. When, in 1857, N. P. Banks became governor, 
the agitation of the question was renewed, and in 1858, John 
A. Aufh'cw being then the leader of the Re|mblican side of 
the House of UcpresciiUitives, an address wxus again passed. 
Tlicren|>on Jutlgc Loring was removed. He was ininiedi- 
atoly aiipoiiited by President Buchanan a judge of the 
United States Court of Claims, which position he held until 
December, 1877, a term of nearly twenty years. He then, 
having passed the age of seventy years, resigned. 

June 3. All hvst week I was at Worcester, trying 
the case of Commonwealth V8. Horace Ives, on a 
charge of embezzlement. Called on Judge Allen, 
and had a long talk with him about politics. He 
says no one who WJis not on the spot ran form any 
opinion of the manner in which Webster appeared 
in the Senate after his 7th of March speech, when 
the slave questions came up occasionally. He was 
evidently in a work for which he had no heart, and 
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as to which his conscience was not easy. Judge 
Allen saidf ^^ One could not but pity liiin." 

June 17. Made my annual pilgrimage to Bunker 
Hill, at sundown, and took in the noble coup cTosil^ 
and recalled the ideas which that spot always fur- 
nishes to the mind either at all patriotic, or at all 
thoughtful. 

November 4. Sunday evening. The absorbing 
occupations of law and politics have prevented my 
keeping up my journal the last two months. Since 
my last date we have held our convention at Worces- 
ter. Its history is to be found in my ^^ Report " to 
the people of Cambridge, printed in the *^ Atlas *' of 
last week. The tempoml questions of men, and the 
gossip, is well enough passed by; but we think the 
triumph of the Republican cause to be of the gi-eati^st 
importance to the cause of freedom in the struggle 
with the slave oligarchy. 

Sumner made a noble speech at Faneuil Hall Fri- 
day night, before a crowded assembly, at which I pre- 
sided. Seward's speech at Albany, on the ^^ privi. 
leged classes," the oligarchy of slavery, has been the 
key-note of the new party. 

Rachel hsis been here, and I have seen her twice, 
once as Ph^dre, and once as Adrienne Lecouvreur. 
She is the greatest person I ever saw upon a stage. 
She is absolutely free from the stage artifices and 
tricks, even the traditionary mannerisms of the stage, 
in attitudes, gait, gesture and tones of voice. All is 
her own. 'J'hough there may be an excess of art, it 
is apparently simple nnd natural. It is an art 
wrought out by herself from practice on her own na- 
ture. You do not know how she comes on the stage 
or goes off. Her easy parts are easily played, and her 
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passionate parts cut to the quick. In Plicdre I was 
surprised at the tenderness, the sympathetic and fem- 
inine character of her expression and action. She was 
more touching than startling. Her hair is raven 
black, black as night, her eyes small, but they have 
expressions one never saw before and can never for- 
get, their beauty is in their socketing. She is but 
little, if at all, above middle height, very slight and 
thin, her face thin, with an olive complexion, as it 
seems by gas-light. Wicked beyond measure the 
scandal of the day makes her. There must be foun- 
dation for this, even if it be exaggerated. She inter- 
ested me extremely, though I fancied I could sec, 
perhaps from prepossession, room and verge enough 
for an evil spirit. . . . 

Judge Hoar reports a good thing of a shrewd old 
fellow in the country who listened to a theological 
discussion upon the difference between Unitarians 
and Univeraalists, and said the only difforcnce he 
could ever sec between them wsis that (he Universal- 
ists thouglit God was too good to damn them, and tlie 
Unitarians thought they were too good to be damned. 

1856. February 17. An obituary of Mr. [Ed- 
ward Tyrrel] Channing in the " Daily Advertiser " 
of the 15th inst. is by me. 

25. Wednesday. R. W. Emerson lectured at 
Cambridge this evening, the subject being " Stone- 
henge and Carlyle." It was an easy, pkasant nar- 
rative of a visit he made to Stonehenge in com- 
pany with Carlyle. According to his account, which 
is, doubtless, as favorable as possible, Carlyle must 
be a conceited, dogmatical, pugnacious, ill-brrd man, 
sceptical in great nniltcrs, opinionated and ])OKitive 
in little ones. It was characteristic of these two un- 
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believing philosophers that on Sunday, which tliey 
spent at Winchester, they passed the morning in 
talking at a friend's house, and the evening in loung- 
ing round the cathednil, while service was going on 
inside. 

March. Mr. Choate delivered a lecture in Boston 
nominally on the old age of Samuel Rogers, but 
really on the periods in which he lived. It was an 
address of great power and beauty. His allusion to 
the stream of memories in Rogers*s old age, full and 
'' placid, flowing beneath the arches of his mind not yet 
fallen, was quite beautiful. He had a grand tribute 
to Cowper, and a touching allusion to his gloom — un- 
able to see the angels that assuredly waited to receive 
him on the other side of the dark river. He put 
Byron, Wordsworth and Scott, at the head of the 
poets of the period, and Coleridge at the head of the 
second class, with Campbell, Shelley and others. 
Query : If Coleridge should not go into the first rank 
for quality though not for quantity ? He had a very 
gratifying tribute to my father, "the elder Dana," 
with Bryant and Longfellow. 

April. I have been much interested, the last 
two weeks, in the ciise of Judge Woodbury Davis, of 
Maine, whom the Legislature of Maine are threaten- 
ing to remove by address from the bench of the Su- 
preme Court. It is, I believe, the first instance in this 
country of an attempt to remove a judge solely on 
grounds of party policy. Superior courts have been 
abolished to get rid of judges, and where this is for 
no good reason it is a perversion of power ; but to re- 
move a single judge of the Supreme Court by address, 
on no charge of incapacity or misconduct, has never 
before been attempted. This is a bold attempt to 
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reduce the judiciary under the control of party and 
caucus. Judge Davis decided a constitutional ques- 
tion necessarily before him, which he could not avoid 
deciding, candidly and temperately, but against the 
views and policy of the party in power. After a good 
dfal of disciplining and (h'ligooning, by tlio operation 
of oiucus, the piirty is induced to make his removal 
a party question. Caucus votes it; and the party 
must follow. Fortunately, the Constitution requires 
the ^^ causes" to be specified, and notice and a hearing 
for the judge. In this case, the ^^ causes " assigned 
were simply that he refused to acknowledge the com- 
mission that the Governor gave to the new sheriff, 
the constitutional power of the Governor to give the 
commission being the point in issue. 

Judge Davis's friends retained Chotite to plead his 
cause before the Legislature, and I was retained to 
make full preparation of the law and history, and to 
take Cho:ite*s place in case he was prevented by ill- 
ness or engagements from going. I was obliged to 
make the same preparation as if I were the only 
counstrK without knowing until Wednesday whether 
I should be called upon to go. Wednesday night, 
Choate being ready, I handed over to him my brief 
(seventeen pages), and he went to Augusta. 

It is a great occasion. I should have felt great 
pride in making an attempt, by speech and reason, 
before the lotjislature of a sovereign state, to stay 
and turn back, at its outset, the current which, im- 
checked, will prostrate every barrier against the om- 
nipotence of party majorities.^ 

' Tlio j(>iiit coiiiiiiittoo of iho JjopAlAtnro of Mniiio to wliom Uiis 
CMe was reforrod wore addressed on behalf of Judge Davis by 
Ileury W. Paine, F O. J. Smith and Rnfua Choate; Edward Kent, 
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April 8. Met Dr. Robinson, governor-elect of Kan- 
sas under the state constitution, at a small gather- 
ing in the rooms of the Emigmnt Aid Society. He 
gave a clear, moderate and sensible account of the 
state of things in Kansas, and of its history. He 
strikes me like a calm, quiet, resolute, clear-headed 
man. It was an interesting and instructive spectacle, 
to one observant of the developments of the Ameri- 
can mind and character, and the course and results of 
our institutions, to see this plain, self-made man, not 
educated to politics or law, in a modest, but firm and 
intelligent manner lay down the constitutional prin- 
ciples, and refer to the historical precedents on which 
their whole movement had been predicated and 
shaped. Where else in the world can be found this 
native aptness for affaira, this mingled respect for 
law and precedent, and love of order, with devotion 
to liberty and freedom and personal rights I Verily, 
every true-bom Yankee is a maker of constitutions, 
a founder of empires, a builder of cities, a subduer of 
nature and a regulator of men. 

In the Presbyterian Church case (Attorney Gen- 
eml V8. Federal Street Church), IlillanI, in drawing 
the answer, said that our ancestors came here to estab- 
lish religious freedom, and that no particular mode 
of faith had ever been required in Miissachusetts. In 
my argument I referred to that statement, and made 

ex-g'overnor of the StAte, attended aa bia oonnsel. Tlie decision of 
tlio eoiniiiittoe -wtiH said to have been taken on |Nirty gfronndii Molely, 
uninfluenced by the arguments ; and on tliuir report tlio Legitdoturu, 
by a party vote in both houses, adopted the address, in pursuance of 
'which the Governor, Samuel Wells, April 11, 1850, removed Jiidg« 
Davis from the bench. The same Legislature afterwards abolished 
the office; but their successors sitting in 1857 re&tablisbed it, and 
Judge Davis was restored to his former position. 
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some sport by alluding to the real history of religion 
in Massachusetts, and inquiring where the learned 
counsel had obtained iiis information, etc. The judges 
and bar smiled, and Hillard explained and retracted 
the entire statement. But I noticed that the Ciiiitf 
tlnnlicn did not HtM^ni (o n^liHh tlio (MU'urrencc, and 
muttered something which seemed to indicsite that he 
thought the statement subsUmtiaily correct. When 
the court conferred upon the subject of the judgment, 
they unanimously agreed that we had failed to estab- 
lish that the deed of Little, etc., created a public 
chanty, and it was conceded by us that unless it was 
a public charity we could not prevail, and they au- 
thorized the Chief Justice to draw up an opinion in 
accordance with those views. He drew up the 
opinion, and when he came to read it, to the surprise 
of the court as well as to the astonishment of the 
bar, it contained an elaborate historical argument to 
show tliiit (here had :d ways been religious freedom in 
M:issachusett«, and that the word ^^ orthodox *' used 
in the statute Wiis not used in any technical sense, 
but left each church to its own opinion of what was 
orthodox. It is no disrespect to Judge Shaw to say 
tliat a weaker argument never came from a sensible 
man. It Wiis seU-evidently wrong, and there was no 
way of accounting for it, but to admit that Judge 
Shaw had come to such a state of doting fondness 
as to create a bias that entirely perverted a sound 
and honest mind. Every man at the bar, as well as 
on the bench, saw the lamentable weakness it ex- 
hibited. 

When the case came in its order to be printed, the 
judges came to an agreement among themselves and 
spoke to the Chief Justice about it, and told him that 
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they could not agree to have that stand as part of the 
opinion. Judge Metcalf said he not only entirely 
dissentiid from it, but that ho wsis not willing to have 
the sanction of the Supreme Court given to one side 
of the controversy respecting the IloUis professorship. 
Judge Thomiis and Judge Bigelow, who are both 
Unitarians, also attacked the opinion, and demon- 
strated its fallaciousness. The Chief Justice made 
fight for a time, but was obliged to yield, and took 
back the opinion and revised it, leaving out all those 
parts that related to religious freedom ; and it is to 
be printed in that form [8 Gray, 1]. • • • The truth 
is. Judge Shaw is a man of intense and doting biases 
in religions, political and social matters. Unitarian- 
ism, Harvard College, the social and political respec- 
tabilities of Boston are his idola specus et fori. 

[Salem,'] May. ... I have found a resource in 
riding, there being very good saddle-horses here, and 
rode out every morning and evening to Danvers, Bev- 
erly, Marblehead, etc. But the ride of the chief in- 
terest was on Thursday evening, to Diinvers, to the 
grave of Eliza Wharton. I gave my horse to the 
charge of a boy at the gsite, and following a well- 
beaten foot-path came to her grave. It is marked 
by a large upright stone, brown sand-stone, all the 
upper part of which has been broken off by the cu- 
riosity of visitors to carry away pieces as relics. So 
far is it defsiced by this barbarism, which yet has a 
relish of piety and sentiment in it, that the name is 
gone, and much of the inscription, but I could read, 
in the gathering twilight, broken sentences testifying 
to her beauty, her genius and her many virtues and 
charms. 

How sad and solemn is it for a man to stand by the 
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grave of a woman of beauty, genius, station, affection, 
betrsiyed by one of his own sex to shame, anguish, 
desertion and death I 

It is now more than sixty years since she died, yet 
her story is as fresh as yesterday, and the interest in 
her gravn and in what tradition lias preserved of her 
few Wi'cks of disserted, unrecognized, Icarful life in 
Danvers rather increases tlian diminishes with years. 
The steps of visitors have made a path to her grave, 
the headstone is scarcely preserved by reason of the 
demands of their sentimental interest, and even the 
spot where the " Bell Tavern " stood, in which she 
sojourned and died, now built over with shops, can 
be pointed out to the stranger by any child in the 
village. 

The episode of EHiza Wharton like that of Charlotte 
Stanley, who was by the mother's side a near relative of 
Eliza Wharton*8, has always excited great interest and great 
sympathy. Each was made the subject of a work of fiction 
nioclcUed on Uicharilson's *' Clarissa Harlowe," and " Cliar- 
loUo Tcmpio" and "Eliza Wharton, or the Coquette" 
though now forgotten, both in their day ]>as8cd through 
many editions and were widely read. 

Eliza Wharton, or, to give her real name, Elizabeth 
Whitman, was bom in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1756, and 
lived there during almost the whole of her life ; and it was 
probably due in part to this local association through his 
wifu*8 connection with Hartford and Welhcrsficld, that 
Dana felt so deep an interest in her fate. Her father was 
long connected with Yale College, while her mother, named 
Stanley, was descended from a younger son of one of the 
seventeenth century Earls of Derby. Noted for her beauty 
and gentleness of character, Elizabeth Whitman was greatly 
mhnired by the young men of the prc>rcvohitionary ]>eriod 
in Connecticut, among whom were Aaron Burr and Pierre- 



856 RICHARD HENRY DANA. Mt. 40. 

pont Edwards ; finally in 1775 she became engaged to the 
Rev. Joseph Howe, jmstor of tlie New Soutli Church in 
Boston, who had been driven from his charge at tlie time 
of the siege of Boston and sought refuge in Connecticut. 
He seems to have died in Hartford iji 1776. Elizabetli is 
said to have tended him in his last illness ; '' but, as she 
had loved him with moderation, she mourned for him with- 
out despair." She next became engaged to the Rev. Jo- 
soph Buckminstcr, afterwards settled at Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire ; but this engagement was subsequently broken 
off. Five years later, in May, 1788, being then thirty-six, 
she left her home and family, ostensibly to visit a friend in 
Boston, but stopped on the way at Watertown ; and thence, 
a few days later, was driven over to Dan vers, reaching that 
place early in June and going to the Bell Tavern, where 
she gave her name as Mrs. Walker. She claimed to be 
waiting there for her husband, and a few weeks later, in 
July, gave birtli to a dead child, and died herself a fort- 
night ofterwards. A paragraph in the *' Boston Chronicle '* 
then first revealed her place of refuge to friends and rela- 
tives. 

She wore a wedding ring, and insisted that she was mar- 
ried ; though if such was the fact, the name of her husband 
and the father of her child has never been disclosed. She 
herself was silent on the subject, merely saying, when 
pressed, that her death was the easiest solution of many 
problems. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THB FIRST OLIHPSB OF SUBOFB. 

To see England and especially London had long been a 
dreain of Dana*8 life. In the course of his vacation ram- 
bles he had now visited most of the portions of his own 
country which were interesting and then easily accessible, — 
Niagara, the White Mountains, Canada, the lakes and 
eoast of Maine, and tlie British provinces ; he had seen 
California and tlie Pacific; he had twice rounded the 
Horn ; but he had never crossed the Atlantic, or gone back 
to what was to him far more than it is to most Americans, 
*' our okl home." The time for the dream to be reali7.ed 
came at last. 

Dana went abroad in i 856 under the happiest possible 
auspices. No longer a boy, he was exempt from a boy*8 
restless thirst for excitement ; but he had not reached the 
period when the faculty of enjoyment is impaired. Not 
yet forty-one, his reading, thoughts and mental associations 
were all connected with England and things English ; but 
he had really known only America. He was accordingly in 
an eager and thoroughly receptive condition. He went, too, 
under the most favorable circumstances, for not only did he 
have a reputation of his own as the plucky young fellow 
who had served two years before the mast and written a 
book which recalled Defoe, but more recently his defence 
of Burns and his manly stand in the Fugitive Slave cases 
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had aroused a new interest in him. For it is to be re- 
membered that the Euglisth aristocracy was, as respects 
slavery, in a very different frame of mind in 1856 from that 
in which it found itself live years after when the war of tlie 
rebellion broke out. In 1861 all its sympathies went with 
the South, and those loyal to freedom and the Union were 
made to i*ealize keenly enough how thin, even in tlie highest 
circles, is the veneering of politeness which overlies genuine 
British brusqueness. It was otherwise in 1856 when Dana 
first visited London. ** Uncle Tom's Cabin " was then in 
tlie height of its world-wide vogue, and anti-slavery cant 
echoed in levee and drawing-room. England thought itself 
enlisted heart and soul in favor of the oppressed slave, his 
champion was sure of a welcome, and Dana was the legal 
champion of the fugitives. 

Moreover, on the 22d of the previous May Cliarles Sum- 
ner had been assaulted and beaten down in the senate 
chamber by Preston S. Brooks. Sunmer was at that time 
probably better known than any other American in the 
highest circles of London society. The interest in him had 
been revived and quickened by the murderous attack of the 
slave-holding ruffian, and there was hardly a door in all 
England which would not have flown open in welcome to 
one bearing a missive from the Massachusetts Senator. 
Hearing that he was going abroad, Sunmer sent Dona let- 
ters of introduction to many of his friends. 

Those too were the golden days of the Victorian era. 
The Queen, only thirty-seven, was a young woman still, the 
Prince Consort was of the same age as his wife, and their 
children, all children yet and about them, hod not begun to 
marry. The Crimean war had been brought to a close but 
threu niontliH l>(^for<% and the ICiigliHli army wn« rclurnmg 
hunic ; while London swarmed with the heroes of Sebostopol 
and Kars, social lions of the day. Lord Palnierston was 
premier, and Sir George Cornwall Lewis was cliancellor of 
the exchequer, from which position Mr. Gladstone had the 
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preTions year witliclrawn. Neither he nor Lord John Riuh 
sell were then in office. On the opposite parliamentary 
benches sat Disraeli, who four years before had been the 
leailcr in the Commons of the first Derby cabinet, the head 
of which, ** tlie Rupert of debate,*' now led the Tories in the 
Lords. Across the Channel, Uie second Empire was in the 
full blaze of its tinsel glory, and tlie Kni|)eror only Uirce 
years before had seated the daughter of the Spanish Count 
of Montijo beside him on the im])erial throne. 

Sailing from Boston on the steamship America of the 
Cunard line the 2d of July, Dana landed in Liverpool on 
the 13th of the month ; for that was before the days of 
'^ ocean greyhounds," and the average summer voyage 
lasted ten days, — a great advantage, now lost, to the over- 
worked man of business seeking rest and relaxation abroad, 
but finding it, pure and simple, only on the ocean. Return- 
ing, he left Liverpool for New York on the 23d of August, 
having thus been exactly forty-one days on foreign soil. 

In these days, when the man who has not been abroad is 
the exception, almost every educated American knows from 
his own cx|)erienro the sensations which a first glim])se of 
Kuro|io, and c8|>cciaUy of England, can hardly fail to give 
rise to in nno of Iiir rhiss ; and \m journal is apt to refer to 
familiar scenes with which the guide-book usually deals to 
better effect To publish now the detailed diary of a trip 
to England, and of a few weeks passed in London as re- 
cently as 1856, seems, therefore, at first almost absurd, — 
Stratford, London, Westminster Abbey and Stonehenge, 
have all l>een more than sufficiently described. But, while 
this to some extent is true, it is true only of writers and 
seers of a certain class ; by writers and seers like AVash- 
ington Irving or Nathaniel Hawthorne or Richard H. Dana 
even these familiar scenes have not been, nor will they ever 
be, described enough. There are innumei*able pictures in 
existence now of well-known bits of 1anclRca|>c upon which 
the world sets no great store, though still it prizes them 



860 RICHARD HENRY DANA. JEl 40. 

at their full worth ; but of sketches of those same scenes 
by the pencils of Claude or Turner or Cordt it neither has^ 
nor is it likely to liave, more than are desired. Of this, his 
first trip to familiar Engliuid, Dana, fur the benefit of liis 
family at home, which included his father and sister, wrote 
out in his letters and journals an elaborate account. That 
account is to-day as fresh and bright and absorbing as it 
was when first written ; and its interest is as great now to 
the general reader as it was then to the little circle of 
friends for whom it was intended. It reveals also the man 
as he was in the young maturity of his })ower8, — eager, 
observant, loyal, enthusiastic and humorous. 

The companions of hb voyage were the well-known 
Thomas Gold Appleton, already refeiTed to as '* Tom Ap- 
]>lcton, the prince of rattlers," and William W. Story, Uio 
latter of whom, a man of thirt3'-6even, known only uh yet 
by his law treatises and the life of his father, was going 
abroad with his family to devote himself to art. For Uio 
rest, the America on that outward trip held the usual heter- 
ogeneous collection of passengers then as now crossing the 
Atlantic by every steamer, who, very strange and formal 
when the voyage begins, become quite intimate before it 
ends and they separate, usually not to meet ag^ain. Never- 
theless, there must have been something ratlier exceptional 
about this particular trip, for Mr. Appleton, already a vet- 
eran in Atlantic voyages, in writing home spoke of it as 
" certainlij one of the pleasantest passages I have made," 
and described at length how he. Story, Dana and Miss 
Biddies, the ])retty actress, found the paddle-box a nice 
place to sit in the morning, where they told stories, recited 
])oems and talked of writing a book, to be called ** Spray 
from the l*{uldlelH)x." Nor did Mr. Appleton ever forget 
the Morniun elder on his proselyting tour, presently to bo 
described by Dana in his narrative. To his last days the 
Boston wit and story-teller delighted to imitate the nasal 
twang with which Elder Pratt, relating the interview be- 
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tween Joseph Smith and the higher powers concerning the 
authenticity of the Mormon tablets, concluded by saying, 
*' which being shown to the ftngel, he pronounced to be ab- 
8o^t£;^ly caorrect.*' Unlike Appleton in that reRi>ect, this 
voyage was Dana*s first ex})erieiice of tiie kind, and so every- 
thing struck him as strange and new, and he set it all down ; 
and it is the strongest possible proof of tlie literary and de- 
scriptive powers of the man timt the familiar sights and 
scenes he then portrayed retain their life and freshness yet. 

Julif 2. • . . We started punctually at twelve M., 
with a most beautiful day overhead and around us. 
Our two guns rang and echoed through the harbor 
and city, our streamers flowed gayly, and we went 
dowu the harbor in beautiful style — actually bound 
to Europe, — the Europe of my dreams, that I hardly 
dared believe I should ever see. But now that the 
time has come, I am so intensely interested in my 
own country, in the impending struggle between the 
free chissos and the 8lavp.|iower thsit I cannot con- 
jure np a thought of Enghuul. Her history, her 
cjithodrals, her caath^s, her nooks and cornet's, all lose 
their significance, and have no hold on my feelings or 
fancy. • . . 

Spent all the evening on deck. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty and cheerfulness of 
our going off. A clear sky, fresh, pure air, quiet 
sesi, bright sun, bright blue waves, just broken by a 
steady breeze, all carrying health, joy, vigor, to every 
vein and nerve I What is like the sea for healthful* 
ness, vigor and joy 1 And to me, beyond all this, 
the infinite delight of freedom from all labor, the cer- 
tainty of nothing to do, the certainty that there is 
nothing I can do. No matter how many strings you 
have left flying, no matter what occur to you as 



862 RICHARD HENRY DANA. Mt.AQ. 

things you might do or ought to do, yon banish and 
forget them all in the knowledge that miles of blue 
water — a mare duHociahile — makes thorn impos- 
sible. To me, this is an unspeakable delight. 

All sails are set, including a topmast studding 
sail, and we go beautifully on. 

10.30 P. M. Orders come aft to bum a blue light. 
It is burned from the stern, and soon we throw a 
rocket into the bhicknoss of the upper sky. How it 
tears up into the darkness, with its breviB furor ^ its 
short-lived madness ! Another interval of ten min- 
utes or so, and another rocket. Then, far aheiad, we 
see a light, and a rocket breaks in the sky and drops 
its golden fires. This is the return boat, the Canada, 
bound in to Boston. • She passes us, several miles to 
leeward, too far to see her regular lights, but the 
blue lights and rockets are exchanged as complimen- 
tary signals. 

A little before midnight I leave the deck reluc- 
tantly for my state-room. . • . 

July 5. Saturday. Heavy fog, heavy rolling sea, 
dullest of weather all day, steam whistle and horns 
blowing all the time, decks wet, men in thick over- 
coats and caps, windows down, all the women but the 
Hungarian matron sea-sick, and about half the men. 
The wind is astern, and the ship rolls heavily. I ac- 
knowledge to the mortification of feeling a little 
squeamish myself. I have taken my meals, and kept 
walking deck all day, but do not feel comfortably, 
and eat sparingly. . . . 

We begin to h»am something about the passengers. 
There is a captain in the Royal Navy, a small, matter- 
of-fact, commonplace looking man, conscientious and 
faithful, who keeps on deck all the time. He has 
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just left the command of the Arab, a brig of war, at 
Halifax. Then there is a tall, raw-boned, canny old 
Scotchman, with a red nose, dressed in a black dress 
coat, over that a thin linen sack, half too small for 
him, and over that a plaid shawl. I liave named him 
Sawney McBean. lie is the i)eripatetic animal, now 
walking deck, now in the cabin, now in the fiddley, 
and always to be met stumbling up or down stairs. 
If you run against any one, it is sure to be he. He 
looks good-natured all the time, and the great red- 
ness of his nose, and the glassy look of his eye, gives 
you a suspicion of strong horns. • . . 

Then we have a Crimean hero, an oiBcer of the 
— , a young man of good appearance, who, Napier 
tells me, has been in most of the battles. His 
regiment has just arrived in Halifax, and he is going 
home. He is a slender, well-made, plucky looking 
fellow, and has a soldierly walk on deck. . • • 

6. Sunday. At ten o'clock all hands called, and 
passengiM's invited to morning service. The cabin 
is well filled, and betwc^en sixty and seventy per- 
sons, including oiricers and crew, attcMul service. It 
is read by a clergyman, in a white cravat, a quiet, 
modest man, who reads intelligibly and seriously, 
and the responses are remarkably well given, quite 
as well as in many churches. All seem interested, or 
at least respectfully attentive. This governmental 
respect for the institutions of religion is not only a 
tower of strength to the government itself, linking 
it in with the strongi^st sentiments of our nature, 
but has a wholesome effect upon persons, and tends 
to create respect for religion itself, as I believe. I 
joined in the prayer for the Queen, for I am under 
her flag and protection. She is bound to protect my 
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life and property with all the power of lier re;ilni, 
and I owe hor, while I choiise to remain under lior 
rule, a qualiHed allegiancef all that is consistent with 
my allegiance to my own country. . . . 

Long talks with Appleton. He is in a strange 
state about mesmerism and spiritual mediums. He 
believes in the phenomena of spiritual mediums, and 
told me many stories of communications from the 
spirit land, and of bible - moving, music, etc. He 
says it confirms his belief in Christianity, and he 
holds to what are called miracles, and to the good 
and evil spirits of the Old Testament. He talks of 
the Deity a great deal, but I doubt if lie holds to 
Christianity. It is a belief in a superintending, per- 
sonal deity, but it does not include the Incarnation, 
or the Trinity. It is, however, an interesting devel- 
opment. . . . 

July 7. Monday. Rose early, and was rewarded 
by the sight of an iceberg. After a few minutes on 
deck, ^* Starboard — hard a-starboard ! '* was shouted 
from forward. **Hard a-starboard I " was echoed 
from aft. *' Starboard, every spoke! " cried the cap- 
tain. " Every spoke it ia, sir," said the mate. 
"Stop her! Stop her!" By this time several pas- 
sengers rushed on deck, and a large iceberg lay loom- 
ing in the fog, a few yards to windward, with the 
small satellites drifting by its side. All we could see 
in the thick fog was the dull, dark mass, a few shades 
darker than the fog, high and long, with a broken, 
wild outline. It was Hoon lost in tlit; fog to looward. 
\^'e were sailing directly upon it, and only the bright 
lookout saved us from running upon it. . . . 

At night, thick fog again, boat at half speed, watch 
set, captain faithful at his post, the shrill steam 
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whistle, the (ish-horns from the bows, the prolonged 
^ air s well,^* ut the sound of every bell, give the ro- 
mantic interest of peril, exposure and watch, to our 
life. I remained on deck until about midnight, and 
turned in with my clothes on. I do not like to be 
caught unprepared in case of an alarm. At day- 
light I undrrsHcul and slrpt until seven bells. . . . 

8. Tuesday. Just after breakfast, while we were 
sitting over tlie table, the actress came up, evidently 
disturbed, and said that the delirium tremens man 
had just died. He died in a sudden, yiolent convul- 
sion. There is something dreadful in the thought 
of a |K)or fellow, the victim of vice, dying in this ter- 
rible way, dihgraced and sulTering, away from all 
friends, in the midst of the wide ocean, his ]ioor 
body to be thrown into the deep, and his spirit to go 
to the Maker of all ! It goes to the hearts of many, 
and the effect upon the crew, and the whole body of 
the waiters and servants, is perceptible. The tone 
of the passengers gives one little satisfaction, at least 
those I hear from. Story is a confirmed latitudina- 
rian and epicurean. He does not make sport of 
death, but cold indifferentism and superficial philos- 
ophy rule him. . . . Appleton has a whimsical mix- 
ture of levity, indifferentism, selfishness and good 
thought. But I detest tlie whole of it. . . . 

My nature requires (though I am as far as possible 
from living up to it) — my nature requires a super- 
natural faith, observances and rites. 

The Crimean hero is Msijor G , of the — , one 

of the few survivors of the Redan. He is quite 
young, and it is said the general offered him any re- 
ward ho would choose, and he chose a commission 
for his younger brother. 
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the oelebrmfted Quaker, one of Uie Uiree Qiiaki'rB Uiat 
made the Tiait to the Emperor of RosBia to counsel 
bim against war. • . . llj merdiant shipmaster, 
with whom I confer, and walk deck, is from Bangor, 
Maine, has been several times round Cape Horn, as 
be tells me, to the Chincha Islands, Australia, Cali- 
fornia, etc He gives a dreadful account of the coo- 
lies at the gnano islands. When he was there, he 
one morning found three of them hanging at the 
door of the English commissioner, where they had 
destroyed themselves from despair. Many threw 
themselves from the rocks into the sea. He came to 
me yesterday and said, ** Is that man at your table, 
with the beard, Judge Story's son ? ** I told him he 
was. He said, ^ I was never more taken aback in 
my life. I thought lie was some oiitlaiHlish man.'* 
I explained to him that Story spoke all languages, 
lived abroad. Patent-Machine has also found out 
that he is Judge Story's son, and expreftses his re- 
gret that a young man should leave his country and 
turn himself into a foreigner. He had been before 
Judge Story in a patent case, which he detailed to 
me. 

The best mistake, too good to be allowed to get 

out, was made by Captiiin O , Major G and 

the others, at the opposite table. O asked me 

about Miss Biddies and said, *'That gentleman who 
waits upon her (Appleton), he belongs to the same 
theatre, does n't he ? " " Oh, no," I said ; " he is a 
gentleman of property." " We made up our minds," 
said he, ^' that he was an actor that did the heavy 
papa in the comedies." 

Tlie fog continued all day, but not so thick as it 
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was, though we are Rtill hemmed in to a narrow 
sphere of about one qiuirter-mile circnit, the fog bank 
hanging round us on all sides, ready to close us in, as 
if it were only friglitened o(T to that distance by the 
noise and sight of the stenm and the grt*at body the 
steam dnigs along. Full sleani is on, all sail is set, 
including a topmast studding-sail, and we go booming 
through the water at the rate of eleven and a half and 
twelve knots. '^ The wild and wiisteful ocean '* swells 
and surges about us, and its dull gray hue is only 
broken by the white yeast of the waves as their tops 
jostle together in the confusion of our wake. It is a 
glorious sight, a proud and inspiring sensation, to 
stand on the high quarter-deck, the lofty sails spread 
before you, the great hull throbbing with the invisible 
power that is driving you along, nothing but a wild 
waste of waters about you, through which you are 
tearing, rolling and plunging, with an aim and (bourse 
as sure as the noodle to the pole. But how unspeak- 
ably dreary, how gloomy is the sea behind you, in 
this dull, sullen weather! Well suited is it to the 
scene we are all awaiting — the burial of our poor 
passenger. 

At eight P. M. the carpenter removes the gangway 
railing and bulwarks, leaving a small space in the 
side open down to a level with the dock. The boat- 
swain pipes all hands to bury the dead. It is still 
light in this high latitude, though the day is far 
spent, and nightfall is beginning to settle on the sea. 
Six men bring to the gangway a plank« on which is 
some large object covered with the British flag, and 
place it at the open gangway. As they partially 
withdraw the flag wo see the canvas sewed round 
the body. The body is placed with, its feet over the 
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plank and its head on board. The piissengtM-a and 
crew gather in solemn and rrspectfnl silence about it, 
filling the piussnge-ways and the steps and hanging 
over the rail of the upper deck. The clergyman, 
book in hand, advances to the head of the bcMiy. All 
stand uncovered while the words, ^^ I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life, saith the Lord/* break u|>on the 
silence. The young surgeon stands by the side and 
reads the responses and the alternate verses. At the 
words, ^^ We therefore commit his body to the deep,** 
the seamen raise the inner end of the plank, the flag 
is lifted, and the heavy weight plunges into the sea 
with a heavy leaden plunge that is heai-d fore and 
aft, and is swept astern, and swallowed up in the 
waste of waters, gloomy, roaring, tumbling, cold, 
fathomless ! 

Then come the consoling words of the Lord's 
Prayer, joined in aloud by many deep voices, among 
which T noticed several of the crew, the benediction, 
— all cover their heads, the crowd disperaes over the 
ship, the gant^way is replaced, and the monotonous 
vovnge goes on. Tiie hundred or two human beings 
who are not yet called away, Willi their little respite 
of weeks, or years at most, before them, go back to 
their works, their talk, their plans, some wisely so- 
bered, some disturbed for a moment, to recover their 
gayety, or their indifference, with little or no gain, 
and some to relapse at once, without a thought, into 
the frivohms or selfishly laborious tonorof tlu;ir ways. 

In no mood to join my party in the cabin, I walk 
the upper deck until nearly midnight. What place 
or scene can be better suited to reflection ! Except 
the ofliner pacing to and fro at the binnacle, I have 
the upper deck to myself. The huge sails tower 
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mysteriously into the dark air — the ocean, dull, 
gloomy, broken into little sheets of white foam, which 
hurry by us with the speed of frightened horses, a 
great dim swell of broken seas behind us, the whistle 
of alarm, the everlasting, uiicesising throb and hurry- 
ing onward of the great bulk with its freight of liuman 
beings, the spirit of death that has cast his shadow 
over us, and the thouglit of the poor lifeless body, but 
twelve hours ago in life, floating leagues astern, 
fathoms down in the sea, — if a man cannot think 
and feel now, when can he? Still, in the saloon be- 
low the parties are at their sup|)ers, their wines, 
cards and cigars, as ever, and the talk of the loungers 
in the fiddlcy goes on as usiiaL . . • 

9. Wednesday. There is some discussion among 
the nanticnl men whether the ship ought not to have 
been brought to during the burial. The custom 
always has been to back the main yard in sailing 
vessels. W(^ thought the engine would have been 
stopped, and the sails bucked. But the ship went on 
at her full speed. There seems to l»e a deference to 
the ceremony and the event that the ship itself can 
show by stopping in her course. It could have been 
done, and unless there is a settled usage to the con- 
trary should have been done. . . . 

11. Friday. This is our first fine day since leav- 
ing Halifax. The sun is out bright, the sea is smooth 
and blue, and the air soft and agreeable. After lunch, 
loud shouts of laughter from the upper deck drew 
ns all there. The Hritish oflTicers and other gentle- 
men, all English, are engaged in games and exercises 
of strength, agility and sleight, of the most anmsing 
character; some are laughable beyond measure. It 
is n^freshing to see these young men, lieutenants in 
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the Guards, Crimean heroes, who had fought at In- 
kerman and Balaklava, a post captain in the navy, 
and two young gentlemen of family and fortune, 
travelling for pleasure, with their coats off, rolling, 
tumbling and jumping about decks, playing leap- 
frog, tying up hands or feet, and walking or jump- 
ing with their other limbs, — before a crowd of spec- 
tators of all classes and descriptions, who applaud 
and shout and laugh in the most boisterous man- 
ner. One game is a cock - fight. Two men sit on 
the deck, each with his hands tied together, his 
knees bent up, and his hands drawn over them, and 
a stick placed through his arms, and under his knees, 
so as to skewer or truss him, like a fowl in a dish. 
They are placc^d opposite each other, and having 
only the use of their feet, and that very much con* 
lined, the fun is in their efforts to tip one another 
over on the side. Each cock has his backer, who 
tends him, pats him on the back and head, and lifts 
him when he is down. These games made great 

sport. Major G and Mr. R , Lieutenant 

A and Mr. T , etc., etc., made pairs, to the 

huge delight, especially, of the children. The per- 
formances closed with races on all fours, the run- 
ners to jump three poles, placed at intervals across 
the deck, still keeping on all fours. The first race 

was between Major G and Mr. R , neck and 

neck, but won by G . The next was between 

Captain O and a gentleman whose name I do 

not know, easily won by the latter, as O is 

fifty, and a little stiff. It was absurd to see him, in 
his gr>ld laced cap and naval buttons, hurrying and 
leaping along on all fours. He made good sport of 
bis defeat. The last was between the two winners, 
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and quite spirited, — won by Major G , who 

made a brilliant leap over tlie last pole. Mrs. Stoiy 
was the winning post, and when the judges awarded 

the race to G , Lieutenant A » who acted as 

owner of the winning horse, led him up on all fours, 
amid cries of '* winning horse to the post," and Mrs. 
Story placed two pennies on his neck, and he can- 
tered off. Lieutenant A then sent his dog 

round with a cap in his mouth, to pick up pennies 
from the crowd, made a mock speech of thanks, and 
the gentlemen ended by tossing up for the pennies. 

The grave N took the part of a property man^ 

and Supe^ and gathered up the stools and boards. 

Wh4*ro ciso but in England, willi all (hat is s:iid of 
their stiffness and pride, could you find men of that 
class and rank making such free natural boys of 
themselves, with utter absence of all false pride, be- 
fore strangers, a mixed crowd, many being their in- 
feriors. . . . 

12. Saturday, . . . While I am writing. Major 

G comes to write at the same table, and we get 

into talk about Sebiistopol. He wsis one of the few 
that came alive out of the Redan. He gives me a 
full account of it, with a rough pen-and-inl^rawing. 
He says it was shamefully mismanaged. Only 1,500 
men were sent to the assaulting party, with a rein- 
forcement of 2,000. Tho reinforcement came on 
without order or direction, in small squads, and was 
useless. Under the dreadful fire it could not be 
formed, and was only butchered. The stormei*s car- 
ried the Redan, and held it, with momentarily dimin- 
isliing numbers, for two hours, under deadly fire and 
the bayonet, until they were driven, pell-mell, over 
the wall, and fell into the ditch below, and on the 
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bodies of tlieir own dead and wounded, and some 
upon the bayonets of their own men. lie attributes 
tlie miscaiTiiige to the incapacity of Simpson, who, 
he says, is an old fool. Simpson was two miles off, 
and had made no plan at all adequate to the occa- 
sion. There should have been 12,000 men in the 
attack and reserve, all moving on. He says every 
military man will say that the force sent could not 
have held the Redan if it had been taken. He says 
that General Windham behaved like a lion, and de- 
serves all the credit he has received. G is a 

young, slender, active man, with a mild, open, clear 
blue eye, that looks at once gentle and incapable of 
fear. 

Little Story is brought to the dessert every day, 
and as soon ns he gets into the saloon, ho sets up a 
shout of delight, at which Tom Appletou called him, 
" Vox clamantis in deserto.'* . . . 

After tea Story, Apple ton and I went into the 
second cabin to hear a Mormon lecture. We have 
just discovered that there are three Mormons on 
board, who are on a proselyting or recruiting tour to 
Europe, — one a brother of Brigham Young, and 
anotlier,Hlie famous Elder Pratt. They have given 
lectures on Mormonism every evening since the good 
weather returned. The cabin was full of second- 
class passengers, with a few first-class. Pratt gave 
the lecture. He is a cool, cunning fellow. Several 
of his statements were intentionally misleading. His 
account of the finding of Joe Smithes revelation wsui 
a mehmcholy attempt at imposition — the angel a|>- 
pearing to Mr. Smith in the town of Manchester, 
county of Lafayette, State of New York, the metal 
plates inscribed in the reformed E^ptian tongue. 
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tninslated by Joe into Yankee slang English by aid 
of the Urim and Thummim which he found with the 
plates, and which the angel pronounced to be correct, 
and then the carrying off of the plates by tiie angel, and 
the ingenious contrivance of a box of plates, contain- 
ing a future rcvehition, to be made known whenever 
the angel shall require it, the hiding-place of which 
is known to only six or seven of the Mormon church. 
He gave the impression that a man could not take 
a second wife without consent of the first, — but 
Story and I put a few questions to him that floored 
him on that, and I think we damaged his influence 
with the audience. 

Coming out from the close c^ibin with this profane 
stuff, we find ourselves in the beautiful twilight of 
this northern sky, and the Tory Island Light, my 
first sight of Europe, gleaming on our stiirboard bow. 
There is something unusual in having one*s first 
sight of a new world, not land, but a bright light, 
set as if a signal of welcofiie, with no sign of land or 
habitation about it. 

Again we remain on deck, nearly all night, in this 
bewitching twilight. After one o'clock we go below. 
A passenger who sat up later tells me that the dawn 
began soon after one o'clock and that at half past one 
he could see to read coarse print. Indeed, there is 
no night here. 

July 13. Sunday. On deck at half past seven, and 
there lay the north coast of Ireland, broad on our 
starboard side, stretching as far as the eye can reach, 
and on our left hand tiie distant line of the west 
coast of Scotland, while we are steering a southerly 
course, down the Irish Sea, keeping close to the coast 
(if Ireland. Out of the low clouds on the left, off the 
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const of Scotland, towel's and looms the Ailsti Cnvig, 
a conical hill, alone in the sea, like an outpost of the 
Scottish mountains. About it is Hying, here and 
there, a lugger, or a pilot or fishing boat. We are 
close upon the Irish coast, and can distinctly see 
houses and churches and cultivated fields. We pass 
the entrance to Belfast, and see the sailing vessels 
and a large steamer going in. Thanks for this beau- 
tiful, sunny day, this delightful first view of a new 
world 1 

At ten o'clock is the service again, respectably at- 
tended, although the great attractions of the coast 
keep many on deck ; the crew are present in white 
trousers and blue frocks, again is the prayer for the 
Queen and the royal government, and for our safe 
arrival " at the haven where we would be." 

Coming on deck we find the Isle of Man on our 
left, the tops of its highest hills hidden by the clouds. 
Appleton has already pointed out to me the difference 
between the European and American sky, the milder 
tints of the European blue. There is no European 
sky, he says, that is not possible to the painter ; but 
the American colors are too sharp and clear. 

At the close of sis beautiful a Sunday afternoon as 
ever shone we entered the Mersey. On the right is 
the picturesque bold outline of Anglesea, gradually 
subsiding into the levelled stretches of Cheshire, and 
on the left the low coast of Lanoishire. Vessels 
of all nations coming and going, steamers to and 
from Ireland and Scotland an<l the lower (lorts, and 
steam-tugs toiling along with the great ships behind 
them, and the distant spires of Liverpool and Birken- 
head, enliven the scene. But that which arrests the 
eye of the American on his first visit with as much 
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of wonder as delight, is tlie deep, deep, dark green- 
ness of the banks, hillsides, lawns and foliage. It is 
so deep that if you were first to see it in a picture, 
you would condemn the artist as false to any possible 
nature. The next most striking impression is the 
absence of all painted buildings, those s|)Ots of many 
colored houses and blinds, sprinkled over New Eng- 
land scenery, and instead of it, the stone or brick 
of all buildings, in country as in city, of various col- 
ors, but all giving the sense of stsibility and repose, 
and making a mild contrast with the deep green of 
grass and trees. 

Liverix>ol, with its great dock, walled in, and its 
towering warehouses, looks like Sebastopol. How 
strong, liow high, how spacious is everything I As 
we go up the river, we notice with pride that nearly 
half the ships have the Yankee flag, and those gener- 
ally the smartest looking vessels. We fire our guns, 
and coiHc to anchor. The tender l)o;irdB us, with the 
officers of the customs. To my surprise, they are 
civil and rapid in their proceedings, but much time 
is consumed necessarily. A glorious sunset, of 
brightly tinted clouds, gilds the whole sky, and while 
it is broad daylight the Liverpool clocks show 
clearlv nine o'clock. 

Reached the Queen's Hotel at ten o'clock P. M., 
and I am on British soil in a British inn. The 
neat housemaid, in her neat cap, with her quiet, 
civil manner, shows me to my bed-chamber, where 
all is still, clean, heavy and sober. . . . Waiting for 
our luggage keeps us up until after one o'clock, and 
when I go to bed the excitement of the scenes kept 
me awake, I believe, all night. I do not think I 
slept at all. The steamer, the coast of Ireland, the 
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light-houses, the English shores, chased through my 
brain, until I was obliged to cool my head down with 
wet towels. 

July 14. Monday. The morning looks dull, but I 
heard a man under my window announcing that it 
was a fine day, which no one, unacquainted with this 
climate, would have suspected. Breakfiisted, and took 
tickets for London. Took 11.30 train for London. 
Shot through the long tunnel which runs under the 
town of Liverpool, and emerged into the green fields, 
among the deep foliage, the hedge-rows, the lanes, 
the woods and parks, and the mild sky of old £ng« 
land. Our journey occupied nine hours, as we were 
not in an express train. The whole way I scarcely 
once, if ever, took my eyes off the exquisite land- 
scape, or relieved them a moment from watching 
the constantly changing and ever- renewing succes- 
sion of delights. As far as the eye can reach, deep, 
rich, green foliage and grsiss, undulating surfaces, 
with occasional ranges of high hills, and picturesque 
breaks in the distance, hedge-rows, quiet, green lanes, 
flowers springing spontaneously from all fields and 
from all places, and filling the air with their fragrance, 
so that it is borne into your car-window as you are 
hurried by, — grass fields and grain fields, some in 
full ripeness for harvest, and others gathering and 
gathered in, stacks of hay and grain, gathered and 
thatched over, men, women and children in the fields 
raking into rows the cut grass and grain, others load- 
\\\[f the waf^ons of '* harvest home," and ever and 
anon the village, the hamlet, the larger town, the old 
parish church in the midst of the church-yard, the 
nobleman's or gentleman's park, the distant spires of 
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terislic of England. But how can one convey an idea 
of this to an American at home who has never been 
out of America ? I will do my best. Fancy your- 
self in a nice coach, well staffed seats, containing six 
persons, with plenty of room to stretch yourself, to 
lounge, to put your book, paper, map, hat and coat, 
at a broad open window, carried along at the rate of 
from thirty to fifty miles an hour, with no smoke or 
dust whatever, on a mild summer day in which you 
are sensible neither of heat nor cold, the sun not bright 
enough to dazzle or pain the eye, and a succession for 
two hundred miles of Mount Auburnsand Greenwoods 
without their disfiguring monuments, of the richest 
parts of Brookline, of the Genesee Valley, and of the 
Connecticut valleys, with no bare or barren or sun- 
dried spots. Then imagine your railroad to be so 
firm and deeply laid, and the engines so well managed, 
that you have but the least possible jar, no sudden 
starts and bringings up, and no smoke or cinders or 
smell of gas, and the banks and sides of the railroads 
turfed over, and a continued row of hawthorn hedge 
in full gre(*nness on each side, without intermission, 
for two hundred miles, except in the streets of the 
towns. Then imagine such an exuberant growth of 
spontaneous flowers of all colors that their fragrance 
often fills your car as you pass. To this add the 
most picturesque and sootliing memorials of an antiq- 
uity of eight and ten centuries with the life and 
activity of a prosperous present, a ruin overgrown 
with ivy, an old parish church with its church-yard 
and ivy, a noble manor or park, the overtopping 
towers of a castle or spires of a cathedral, with a 
chime to salute your eai-s if you stop at the station 
on the hour or hidf hour, the country alive with 
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the inliind navigation of canal and river boats, a quiet 
trout stream, blooming hedge-rows in all directions, 
and lanes invariably lined with hedges or the higher 
growth of bushes and shrubs, under any one of which 
you feel that lovera might meet or part. Then re- 
move once and forever from your mind all Yankee 
notions of so much as one building or structure of 
wood, and all pictures of paint, whether white or 
yellow houses, or green blinds, and in place thereof 
substitute stone of snbdned tints, or brick of a dull 
umber, or dark brown, and roofs all slated, tiled or 
thatched. Picture to yourself each railroad station 
with a broad platform of tiled brick or stone, and the 
building of stone or brick, with casement windows 
and tiled roofs, with ivy and climbing roses already 
growing over it, looking, each one of them, like a do. 
tached part of a manor-house of Elizabeth or James*s 
time, so beautiful that Ruskin objects that they are 
out of place and kt^eping. Imagine every road cross- 
ing the railroad by a stone bridge, looking like a Ro- 
man aqueduct. Imagine everytldng so toned down, 
that even the steam-whistle is not disagreeably loud. 
Then add the historic associations of the names of 
places you pass — Old Stafford, Bosworth, with its 
battle-field, where ended the War of the Roses,— Dr. 
Joimson's Litchfield, with its cathedral towers ; old, 
exquisite, dreamy Trentham, with its church and 
yard ; Dr. Arnold's Rugby, and then the rapidly 
multiplying indications of a huge metropolis, while 
you feol you are nearing London, — the London of 
your childhood and boyhood's dreams — do all this, 
and then acknowledge that you have but an inade- 
quate notion of an American's first day's journey in 
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